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Sl^TOH OF MAJ. GEN. RIEDESEL. 



1778. 



The poorest prospeotB were now in store for the German 
troops; for who would take their part under their present 
circumstances, so far away from their own land ? It was evi- 
dent that congress had broken the treaty. The Englisli govern- 
ment could not consistently enter into direct negotiations with 
congress, as it was unwilling to acknowledge its authority ; and, 
consequently, no way could be seen out of the diflSculties under 
"whieh the prisoners suffered. It uii_i;lit reasonably be expected 
that if any favors were shown by confrress to the troops, it 
would be to the Eugluih who luid hitherto been treated better 
than the Geruians, a fact of wliieh the latter were well aware. 
Their difficulties were I'urtherniore increased by the repeated 
disputes between the prisoners and tlie Americans by whom 
they were guarded. Each party vied in irritating the other, 
the former beiug instigated by hatred towards those who en- 
deavored to assume the appearance of soldiers, a course which 
only made them ridiculous as they were anything but soldiers, 
and the latter by arrogance and a desiri of l»eing reven<jed upon 
those whom they knew to be their superiors in military matters. 
These quarrels, moreover, occurred almost daily, notwithstand- 
ing the strictest orders of the commanders that their mop not 
only should hold no intercourse with the Americans, but should 
not even speak to them. These orders were issued so that 
there might not be the slightest pretext for a ([iiarrel. In eon- 
Bequence of General Burgoyne's re<juest. some of the English 
oihcers had been already exchanged, but none of the Germans. 
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General KitMicsel, accordingly, thou^lit it bt«t at tliis tinio to 
appeal to General Howe. He, thereibre, wrote to Lim as fol- 
lows : 

" Cambridge, ./unmir^ 7, 1778. 

" Your excellency will permit nie to solicit your protection 
and a88i8tanco on behalf of the German oflScers who were cap- 
tured during the last campaign. In oon8e((uence of a reijuest 
on the part of General Burgoyne, General Gates has exchanged 
ft number of British officers at Albany ; but, on being asked to 
tttebange, also, a corresponding number of Gennftn officers, he 
Binwered that he could not agree to aa ezobange of German 
troops without special orders from congress. This uamet gives 
to a rumor, now eurretit in this provinee, the appearance of 
trath, that congress has resolyed to exchange none of the Ger- 
min offioers who were eaptnred. Such a resolution, if tnidf 
will make our situation a sad and humiliating one, espeoiallj 
since we are thus deprived of the same advantages which hare 
been accorded the other troops, and whioh are enstomaxy in 
war among those serving the same canse, the same master and 
with the same diligence, whieh latter fiMt has heen pubEdy ^e* 
elared by General Buj^yne. 

Perfectly conymeed of your justice and fidniess, I take ^ 
liberty of addressing you and of pniying you, that^ as the com- 
mander in ohief of the army in America, you will exert your 
influence in our behalf to bring about an ezobange of captured 
G^erman ofBcers with General Washington, equal in amount to 
the number of English officers who were exchanged by General 
Gates. I have the honor of inclosing a list of the German 
offioers captured during the Isst campaign, and would recom- 
mend to your especial protection Lieutenant Colonel Speebt, 
Captain Fricke, Oiqptain Getsau, Lieutenant Gebhardt^ Lieu- 
tenant Breva and Captain CKConnell, my adjutant. 

" I remain; etc., 

n Bim^XBBL, Mi^ General/' 
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General Biedesel took vpecial pains to preeerre bis rigbt of 
juiifldiotion over bis troops, and thus aToid giviog say cause to 
tbe Amorioans for taldng It from bim. For this purpose tbe 
preservatiou of disoipUne was partiovlarly neoesBsry; but tbis 
was by no means an ea^ matter under existing ouroumstanoes. 
Owing to want of employment, tbesoldim were more tban ever 
indined to insnbordioation. For the purpose of oorreoting 
this state of things, the first thing the German general did was 
to detach from eaoh regiment, a guard, oonsisting of one non- 
ooBunisnoaed offioer and eizteen privatea, under ilhe oommsnd 
of a lieutenant It was their express duty to aee that quiet 
and order were obaerred. A staff officer, as officer of the day, 
bad these guards under his superrisioD. SiTecything had to be 
reported to him. He was empowered to settle difficulties 
betwe«i die soldiers and provincials on the spot. Genotal 
Biedead, himself, drew up the neoessary inatructions, and a 
seyere penal^ was inflioted upon those who endeavored to 
thwart diem. 

These prudent measures aoon produced good results. In the 
first plaee difficulties wne thus nipped in the bud , and bad, 
th^e£)re, no chance to grow larger ; and, secondly, the provin- 
cials saw that nothing which the prisoners did deserving punish- 
ment, was overlooked. The benefit, also, arising from the guard 
system was soon seen in the men being easier kept tugcther, 
and desertions becoming less frequent. The better, also, to 
give his men employment and thus keep up discipline, Eiedesel 
obliged them to drill every day in divisions, when the weather 
allowed it. Not having any arms, they could only go through 
the evolutions of marching ; but this, besides giving cmployuient 
to the men, kept theui proficient in this kind ol' drill. 

All officers, and tlione who bore the rank of officers, were 
permitted to retain tlicir side arms. General Ileath even 
directed, in an order issued January 7th. that these arnus should 
be constantly carried whenever the offieers went beyond the 
outpuj»tti. liiitt was done to obviiite the uuccisdity of their show- 



6 MAJOR GENERAL RIEDESEL 

ing their passes to t he provincials wiiu otherwise were required 
to insist upou seeiug all passes. 

On Winter hill it was not as quiet as on I'rr>bpect hill. At 
the former place excesses grew more ami inure frequent. The 
Americana did not send those of the English whom they ar- 
restod. Imck to their quarters, as was their ciistoni with the 
Geruiaiis, but drag«red them either to the guard lunise or the 
guard ship!4. The iollowiiij^ instance will serve to show the 
extent to wliich mutual ill feeling had grown : 

On the 8th of January, the American Colonel IIa%vlt y, with 
his men, was on guard hehiud the barracks on Pro.^jiect hill. 
In front of one of the harracks stood eiirht Rnglisli soldiers 
belonging to the yth ilegimeut. They were enganed in eonver- 
sation, when suddenly the above mentioned euiuucl ran in 
amon*^ them with a drawn dagger like a maniac, and in an 
instant mortally wounded two of the group. The cause, if any, 
that led hirn to commit this outrageous aet has ever remained a 
secret. The indignation and bitter feeling of the English 
toward their jailors were increased by this event to the highest 
pitch J and General Ikirgoyne. in an energetic letter, demanded 
of General Heath the arrest of Colonel Hawley and a strict 
investigation. 

Colonel Hawley was publicly tried on the 20th of January, 
in the meeting house at Cambridge. Bri^ulier General Glover 
presided. All the English and German generals, also many 
office of both sides, and a great number of civilians, were 
present. General Bui^yne, personally appearing as plaintiff, 
made the complaint in a strong and masterly speech which 
gained him the admiration of all present. With the close of 
this speech, the proceedings terminated for the day. On the 
1st of February, Colonel Hawley was again arraigned before 
die same tribunal. The room was filled, and ninny witnesses 
were present, forty of whom were examined. The investigation 
lasted for twenty sessions, and occupied an entire month. The 
Amerioans themselves, considered Oolonel Hawley lost) but 
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their indignadon wia greatly increased against General Bur- 
goyne for oarrying the matter, as thej thought, too &r ; and 
his soldiers conaeqixentljsnffered from it. The press published 
impudent lampoons and scornful poetry against the English 
general, thereby endeavoring to creat<3 h;3'mpathy for the Ameri- 
can coh)nel. Finally, on the 25th of February, he was brought 
before a court mart ial ; and it will scarcely be credited that this 
court martial, cooBii$ting only of officers, cleared HIM. Nor 
was this all ; for in order to crown American wantonness and 
offend General Burgoyne and all the English, yet more, Gen^ 
ral Heath appointed this nohh colonel commander of Cambridge, 
and consequently of the two hills also 1 Oolond Lee, who had 
hitherto filled this position, being absent. 

Theee ooenrrences liad the effect of putting General Biedesel 
Btill more on his guard and preventing his troops from com- 
mitting ezcesaes, if he and they wonld preeerre their independ- 
enoe as much as posBlble. Accordingly, he issued the following 
circular to his troops : 

''Experience daily shows that the provincials on Prospect 
hill,t are depriving the regiments of their just rights, and are 
not pennitfcing them to preserve their own jurisdiction as they 
agreed. They enter into iheur barracks, and, by £}roe, either 
arrest soldiers and carry them to the guard ships, keeping them 
thwe from eight to fourteen days, without giving to their 
respective commanders the least notice, or even the reasons why 
the soldieiB have been arrested. The cause of this unjust 
treatment must either originate in the &ct that, at the begin- 
ning, when the soldieia had difficulties with the provincials, 
then was on the English side no prompt or sufficient satis&ction 
given, or that hard words and actions have embittered the 
provindals to such an extent, that they now do not keep the 
promises to which the treaty had bound them ; and, consequently, 



1 It maet be kept in mind tliat tbe Engliali were qiuurtered on Froepect and tbe 
GenmuBon WinUrhiUL 
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tliey am MideftToriiig hj tliMt hanli prooeeiiogn to luimble 

It u altogether different with tlio German troops on Winter 
IiiU; The proyinoiak let our people and their barracka alone ; 
ajid in oim the hitter have diffiooltieB with die foimer, and are 
arrested, they are dellTered npto oor poet; those in oharge of them 
being geoerallj satisfied with s slight pnnisluneDt. Now what 
is the Oanse of this honorabk differenoe in the way in whioh 
our men are treated? Nothing bnt good disoipline on onr side, 
and praise-worthj vi^lanoe tii the staff offioers to give prompt 
satisfaction to the offended partj. This I thankfully aeknow- 
ledge. We most endeavor to pres^e this aothority and 
jnriBdiction. We oannot do it by f<»oe, for we are under 
constant surreilluLee. Politeness, modesty and pnmipt satis- 
fsotion aro the only means by w^eh we can mautain onr 
prwrogitiTe. The very fint time that we haye the misibrtane 
to cause them to be diasstiBfied with us and with onr jurisdiction } 
and the very /imi ixme that they send a prisoner to the guard 
ship, or refuse to surrender him to us, thm our ejcemption is 
foreyer hwt, and henceforth, they will treat us in the same 
manner as they now treat the En^ish. 

" In order, however, to avoid even the possibility of this 
eontiogenoy, all communication between our troops and the 
provincials must be avoided. The men must be modest, though 
not cringing, toward the provincials. In case a soldier insults a 
provincial, or is arrested by one of them in consequence of a 
misdemeanor, the fiust is to be reported to the staff (^cer of the 
day, and it shall be his duty to do all in his power to have the 
offender returned to us, promising prompt satis&ction. If the 
cfieuse is of such a nature th«t it can be pmushed without a 
bearing, then the punishment shall be inflicted in presence of 
the offended party ; and the penalty ehall be such as will satisfy 
the a^rieved. In short, it is the design to have aU such cases 
settled at once, and during the first excitement. 

As I reficain from having auy j urisdiction over the rcjglment 
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0^ Hmw Humn, it will entirely depend upon tlie eomviftiider 
of that regiment to inflict the pnnislunent lunal iritli that 
regiment, and ae shall he ordered by Brigadier Qeneral Von 
Gall. This noninter&renoe, howoTer, is based on the supposi- 
Ison that the misdoneanor is of snch a nature that the offionded 
party is satisfied, and we are not pnt to the inoonTenienoe of 
being refused at a subsequent time when we ask for the sur- 
render of a prisoner. The manner of punishment must be 
reported to the officer of the day, that he may be enabled to 
r^KKTt the ease uid its results to me. 

Bnt if against all our ezpeetations, theft or marauding take 
place, then the returning of, or paying for, snoh property shall 
oonstitute the first prooeeding, and the iuTestigation and punish- 
ment the second. In such a case extra pains should be taken 
to have the prisoner returned to us, because, according to the 
laws of this land, as weU as of thoee of England, a thief must be 
tried before a civil andiority and punished by it. What a 
disgrace it would be if, contrary to our rights and prert^tiye, 
a German soldier should be brought befive a dTil magistrate 
and tried by him. 

In order to reoti^ mistakes and pieserre our jurisdiction 
to the end, I hereby publish tius lengthy order, firmly believing 
that each commander will continue to enibrce it in every re- 
«|)ect. 

BiSDBBXL, Major General. 
" Cambridge, February 16, 1778." • 

Oongrew, by this time, had thrown off aD disguise in regard 
to the treaty. The same tone was also held by the official news- 
papers of North America, published toward the latter end of 
March, viz : that congress had resolved to have nothing to do 
with the treaty of Saratoga. Those prisoners, who had not 
hitherto given up all hope of a speedy release, were now the 
first to give \ip. Accordiugly, desertions became more and more 
frequent. Tiim was, however, more the cage with the English 
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tban the GermaDs ; yet even the latter had lost by it, during the 
hist month, five men. 

As early as January, (loiuTal ilicdcst'l had appealed to Gene- 
ral Washin^tmi in repnrd to the cxchaugo uf officurtj. At the 
end of March, the latter answered him as follows : 

"Head Quarters, Yallit Forov, March 31, 1778. 

" Sir : It is soniet'niH' sineo I was hnnored b}' your letter, dated 
Jauuary 11th. 1 wnuld have repli<^d sooner. \vm\ 1 not been 
obliged t-o wait fur an answer from Gcueral dates in rcLrjird to 
the matter contained in your lavor. Ho says you never applied 
directly to him for the exelianiie of yourJ*elf or any (u'rinan 
officers, nor lor tliat of your family or corps ; but that it wa.s 
currently reported at Albany that you and Major General 
Phillips had addressed yourselves to Sir William Howe to be 
exchanged for General T*ee, and had been answered, that as 
General Proseott had tirst been taken, he must be first ex- 
changed. By your letter, 1 should judge that General Gates 
has misunderstood you, as he says, that he has no objection to 
an exchange of foreign as well as British ofEioen. 

" My commissioners are at preseat Deprotiating witii the com- 
missioners of Gfoneral Howe for a general exchani^e of prisoners. 
If these shail agree in r^ard to the conditions, I shall not at all 
object to an exchBoge of a part of the foreign as well as British 
officers. But you will please take notice that this is a case 
which solely depends upon Sir William Howe's pleasure, as he 
baa a right to demand such officers as he thinks proper for 
an equal number of equal rank; bnt I anticipate that justice 
toward his allies will oonatttate the foundation of an impartial 
ezohange. 

" I have the honor to be 

" Your most obedient servant^ 
" Washington." 

A few of ihe English officers still letamed a few guns and 
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pistols. By tlie timd ibat this rumor reacbed General Heath, 
it bad gained so rapidly that it was said that five hundred gans 
and a brge quantity of other arms were hidden in General Bur- 
goyne'a house and the barraeks. That American general, being 
not a little scared at it, at once ordered a strict search in the two 
camps in which Oolonel Hawley commanded. But after the 
house of Ckneral Bur<;o} ne and each of the barracks had been 
thoroughly searched, and only a few guns and pistols were 
found, the rumor was discoTcred to be false, and the arms were, 
accordingly, restored to Burgoyne, with the advice to keep them 
in his own honse. It was general ly thought that Oolonel Hawley 
would act oTerbearingly on this occasion ; but to every one's sur- 
prise he aetod, on the contrary, in a very friendly and obliging 
manner. His course, however, was not dictated by real good 
will, but from the simple reason that he feared his person would 
be attacked by the incensed Englishmen. 

A commissioner, by the name of Masserow, had been sent by 
congress to Cambridge, for the purpose of witnessing the pro- 
ceedings and reporting them. It wss in the power of this man 
to exercise a vary decided influence, either for weal or woe, upon 
the troops. Much, therefore, depended upon his &vor or dis- 
favor. The prudent General Biedesel soon read the character 
and learned the circumstances of this man. He was poor and 
avaricious ; and was, therefore, desirous of making as much as 
possible out of his position in order to fill his empty purse. In 
addition to this. Ricdesel learned that he had accepted presents 
from the Kimlisli. lie. tlieieroic. did not hesitate to practice 
tlic same thing, altlmugh he detested the employnieut of such 
luean.s to accoiupli.sh a purpose. IJut in this instance, the wel- 
fare of his men was at btakc ; and he did nut wish tu leave any- 
thing untried iu bringing that about. He, accordingly, sent 
the coumiirisioner thirty prnineas, which were gladly accepted by 
the latter. This sum was placed to the account of the troops, 
and afterward deducted from their pay according to their grade. 
It was entered in the following maiiiier: 

2* 



12 



MAJOR GENEJiAL RIEDESEL 



" Douceur to the commmidner of the provineiah, ordered 
General Riedead." Genend Biedesel did not wish the name of 
the oommiseioner to he mentioned, that the man might not he 
oompromised. 

The good result was soon eyident. The English officers also 
endeavored to avail themselves of the oorraptihility of this man. 
They felt their situation to be worse than that of the Germans, 
inasmuch as thej were more accustomed to various comforts and 
recreations. Consequently, they attended to their exchange, 
each on his own hook, and waited upon the commissioner un- 
known to Burgojne. For every one that he recommended to 
congress, the commissioner charged from fifty to one hundred 
guineas; and, as a matter of course, did a good huBtness. It 
Beems, moreover, very likely that Burgoyiie used this man's 
influence in hia own behalf; tor, notwithstanding, he was greatly 
out of health, and, notwithstanding, also, he had the permission 
of congress to return to Kiiirlaiid. the liiltilluient of this promise 
was constantly delayed. Finally, liowt ver, on the 18th of March, 
congress granted him perinissifm to depart, but only on the con- 
dition that the sum of 40. (Kill tliaU rs should l)f paid, wliicdi sum 
was charged for the iuuiiittjiiiiuce ul" tlie army up to that time. 
As there was no uioney, it was paid in provisions ; (teneral 
Howe sending .^hips tVom Khode island laden with flour and 
meat. 15y the Americans, this was ninre desired than money; 
for they needed money less thau provisions, as they could eaaily 
get aloiii:- with their pa))cr enrrency. 

Geut ral Riedesel, through Commissioner Masserow, petitioned 
congress I'ur j>erinissiou to send to Tanada for the ])nL'gage and 
clothing of his troops. This was grantt'd ; and tlu" coudition 
of the men henceforward was consequently much impr<'V(»d. 

The American newspapers, at this time, announced, with much 
parade, the alliance with France, and the recognition of the 
United States by Spain. But the immense armaments of Eng- 
land, by sea and land, put forth in a great eifort to recover her 
revolted colonies, again poured wormwood into their cup of joy. 
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Under AdnuraJs Keppel and Byron, two fleets vero.eqniped; 
and aoeordiog to nimor, eighteen hundred men were to be sent 
out to Ameiioa aa reenforoementa. Arrangements were now 
made to send the captured troops to the southern proTinces, 
and to distribute them into the interior of the country, aa it 
was considered dangerous, under the present aspect of affairs, to 
keep them together near the coast. The militia and the Conti- 
nental troops were, ther^ore, increased. The province of Mas- 
sachusetts bay, furnished for this purpose, three regiments, 
Colonels Lee, Jackson and Hawley receiving command of them. 
The light horse and artillery were, also, increased. The main 
recruiting stations were in the villages near the prisoners, vis : 
at Boston, Cambridge, Medford, Mystic, Manatomie and Water- 
town. These places were not selected without a cause. They 
were chosen with the object of more ea iiv luducing the pri« 
soners to desert. This phu was weU bid as will soon be seen. 
Certain individuals carried on a regular trade with the English 
and German soldiers, very easily inducing the latter to leave 
their camp under the ostensible plea of hiring them to do their 
Bpriiig work for which they were to be weD paid and boarddl. 
But no sooner were they in the power of the Americans, than 
the latter told them that they were their prisoners, and sdid 
them to the recruiting officers for from two to three hundred 
thalers. 3Iany a one thus misled, led a miserable existence, 
from which they were only relieved by death. The American 
outposts for the purpose of aiding the desertions, suffered the 
men to go beyond the chain wheucYcr they desired to do so. 
Indeed, they even went so far as to hold out by false repre- 
sentations, every iiidueenioiit to tlio soldiers to desert,* whenever 
the latter, contrary to orders^, spoke with thum. The Bruns- 
wick commanders, however, cuuld not comphiiii (»f desertion 
during this month ; for only three soldiers proved untrue to 



* TTp to April 5th, six Inmdrod and lUty-ilre of the EngliHh badtararMU of the 
Germans, one hundred and nineteen men, and of the IIcaM Hnunoi, 0Oirt7-one HMD. 
Total eight biindred Mid llft«eii mw.-- (0 or^tiMrf. 
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their oaths, while the Eoglish, since the 17th of Octoheff lost 
six hundred and fifty men. 

On the 5th of April, General Burgoyue left Rhode island to 
return to Kugland. The day proTious to hie departure he took 
an affectionate fiirewell of the army, thanking them warmly for 
their good conduct and hraTery. Before his emharkation he 
handed General Riedesel a letter addressed to the duke of 
Brunswick , in which he bestowed special prsiisc upon the troops 
of the latter, and stated that he considered himself most fortu- 
nate in having had them under his command. This deserved 
tribute came too lute ; but it seem.'' that misfortune had made 
the general more just in liif^ viijw.s than in time past. General 
Biedesel, in couscciucuce ol" this, issued to his troops the follow- 
ing circular : 

"General BiULuyne has commissioned ncial RiedcMjl to 
return his thanks to all the Brunswick lindps fur tlic brnvery, 
gixtd will, (liscipliuo and subordiniif inn which they have shuwu 
durinir the List eumpaigu, and (lurint,' tlic time that they have 
been uudt!!- lii.s coumuind. He Inis also directed General Kied- 
esel to tell them that he rcLM t ts to leave these brave troops, and 
that he will not fail to bear the same testimony before his king 
as soon as he arrives in England, as the greatest share of credit 
is due to the commanders of the regiments and the officers, he 
tenders them, in an especial manner, his greatest thanks, and 
will be happy, if an occasion presents itself, to show them his 
friendship and esteem. 

" General Burgoyne has also written to his most serene high- 
ness, the duke, our most kind lord, a letter, in which he speaks 
in the highest terms of praise r>f the troops, and States that he 
considers himself happy in having had such brave troops under 
his command. 

I was desirous of publishing this compliment of the general 
to all the troops ; and I here express the great joy which I 
experience in having the honor of commanding such troops 
who thus cause and merit such universal satisfoetion. 
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Letters leoeiTed fix>m Eoglaod oaniiot describe libe honor, 
£^017 and satisfaetion whicli is expressed toward . the army of 
General Burgoyne, notwithstanding the sad sitnation in which 
it was placed hy the superior nomhers of the enemy. Eaeh 
soldier may, therefore, rest assured that he can return to his 
country with the greatest honor. And what joy will it be when 
I can surrender theSe braye men to my gracious sovereign, and 
be able to report to him the good behavior of this excellent 
corps. . Neither misery, nor want, nor frost, nor heat can be 
hard or severe enough to prevent us from being constant in 
view of the honorable and glorious prospect we have before us. 

But with what pain must I not see that every little while 
men leave their regiments and their officers, with the idea of 
having an easier and better life than their comrades, and that 
only for a ttm months, committing, therefore, perjury against 
their Ood, their sovereign, myself and their officers; and losing, 
moreover, the glory and honor and gratitude which otherwise 
would await them in their homes. Which is better, to be fiilse 
now and desert, and, after the war, be a slave, or to live here with 
the offictts and soidios fat a short time in misery, and return 
aftennird as an honored and brave soldier to his own people, 
and be able in peace and quiet to recall one's good actions ? 

" I therefore, exhort all the brave soldiers, considt^ing them 
my comrades, and loving thorn as my children, to reflect and 
act as becomes a good soldier, and ^ive up all thoughts of de- 
sertion ; and should there be evil dispoijcd men in the corps. I 
hereby admonish all tlie good ones to keep a vigilant eye on 
tliese. in order that the already achieved glory of the whole 
corps may not be dimmed by snch .-luuiieful desertions. 

" I hereby declare that 1 am resolved to live and die with 
these brave troopg. to share with them maufully. prosperity and 
adversity, misery and sorrow ; and, furthermore, that I shall 
never accept an opportunity of being exclinnged. even if it 
Bhtnild be offered to me, unless it be in obedience to the com- 
mand of my sovereign ; but, on the contrary, to remain here 
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until T have the ^ood fortune to t:iko thcfcc brave soldiers with 
nie, and .<harc with them at houie the honor which we have 
guiued here in the mid^t ui' misfortune. 

'* liiKi>£H£L, iMajor Geueral. 

"Cambridge, AprU 4, 1778." 

Tliit» order wa.s road to eaeli battalion at the eveuiug parade. 

Kiedesel L;ave to the adjutant general of Burgoyne, Major 
Kinirstun several dispatohes aad letters to hia sovereiga aad 
Other.s in ivirope.' 

U]) to thin time not a single German officer had been ex- 
changed. However, two English lieutenant colonels, Anistru- 
ther and Southerland were permitted to go on parole to Khode 
island, that they might the better arrange with General Howe 
for their exchange. General Phillips, together with the staff 
officers of Burgoyne, had already been exchanged. Phillips, 
who, afber the departure of Burgoyne, liad the apparent com- 
mand over tho captured troops, although an honorable man and 
friendly to Kiedesel, had not a particle of influence as far ns 
regarded the exel. niL e of prisoners j the commander in chief, 
Howe, having this under his special charge. Ricdesel bitterly 
complained to the latter of the course which things had lately 
taken; whereupon he promised to observe the strictest im- 
partiality in the exchange of the troopa of both nations. This 
last remark, it must here be understood, refers only up to the 
present date of the captivity. Henceforth General Phillips 
issued proper orders to his troops to do nothing toward effecting 
their exchange, without obtaining his consent. 

The inactivity of camp life among the Germans, besides 
increasing desertion, augmented another evU, via : the passion 
for gambling. The following order of (General Biedesel, upon 
this subject, ezpluns itself: 

' General Riedegel jrave all the letters to the adjnlnnt <:en>'rnl, unBealed. believing 
that all papera would be inspected at Bostoo. lie, therefore, ordered Mi^or Kiugs- 
tcm to flMl them In Rhode i8laiid.—JI^<oor{^in<ij. 
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** Order of Apuil 11, 1778. 

"I am perfectly willing to allow all innocent amnsenients 
that the troops may choose to provide for themselves, for the 
piiipose of passing away the time in the proaent inactive situa- 
tion. One of these enjoyments is the game of tea pins, which 
benefits the body by the exercise of the muscles in a particular 
manner. But I am grieyed to learn that the common soldim 
play for piasters and even for guineas ; for the result of this is, 
that men, who have saved a little, lose it at once; others again, 
run in. debt, and after losing their money and fearing to get 
into difficulty with their creditors, desert^ thus entering into 
perpetual slavery. General Biedcsel is so well informed in 
regard to this state of things, that he is well acquainted with 
the fact that one soldier, hist week, lost nine guineas in one 
day, and then darted. 

. General Bledesel does not prohibit playing at ten pins, but 
he does not "Vish his men to play for money ; indeed, this, in 
the common soldier, is already forbidden in the ' r^julations.' 
The oommanders of battalions will, therefore, issue striot orders 
prohibiting playing at ten pins for money, and the officers are 
hereby enjoined to watch those of the company who shall 
disobey this order. It shall, also, be announced to the difierent 
companies, that those who have lost piasters and guineas, are 
at once to report it, when the commanders are to see that the 
money lost is returned. Those, who in future shall be caught 
playing fbr money, will be severely punished. 

" BiSDBSEL, !Major General. 
« Cambridge, April 11, 1778." 

On the 11th of April, General PhiUips received intelligence 
from the governor at Boston, that congress had resolved to 
send the English troops into a section of country lying within 

the province of Massachusetts bay. Accordingly, on the 15th, 
the Euglisli artillery and light iuiaiiLry. together with a dctach- 
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meiit of the 33d Re^i^imeut aii belonging to the artillt iy and tlio 
army of (leiu ral Hnwe, marched to llutland. where home bar- 
racks had been erected in j^reat haste. 

After the deiiai ture df the Knarlish troops, the rccruitincr offi- 
cers at Boatoii carried on their business alniust cxclusivclv anions^ 
the Germans. The freucrality oi" these nci uifinij officers were 
p»nd fur nothinjET Germans, who, by all kinds (d" representitions, 
induced tlieir eiamtrynien to become reiiet^ades t«i tlieir duty. 
This state (d" tilings, moreover, wa.s increased by the tact that 
a French adventurer, named Armnnd, who was tolerably fami- 
liar with the German lanuuatre. intended tu raise a light corps. 
This man. aided by the garrulity and frivolity peruHar to his 
nation, did his best to convince the good natured and credulous 
German of the happiness of a volunteer who phould serve under 
him. The provincials, also, whose duty it was to wnt< h the 
German soldiers, furthered desertion in every possible way; 
and, as a consequence, the recruiting officers grew more bold 
and impudent every day. They would not allow "Either officers 
or aonooauiuBsioiied officers to pnrsne runaways across the chaia. 
Yea, some of these who endeavored to perform their duty in this 
particular, were iprossly insulted. General Riedesel used all the 
means in his power to stop this evil. For instance, he had several 
provincials, who had crept into the barracks of the soldiers, and 
endeavored by the use of liquor, to induce the men to desert, 
kicked out and forbidden, henceforth, from entering the camp ; 
certainly a queer fact, for prisoners to treat their overseers in 
Buch a uKuiner ! Riedeael, also, offered a full pardon to such as 
would voluntarily return ; and the result was that several of the 
deserters, finding themselves terribly deceived, came back, bring- 
ing with them a frightful description of the misery they had 
endured in following their wanton inclination. Riedesel did 
not omit, at the roll-call, to have such step in front and exhibit 
them to the soldiers as striking examples of the result of deser- 
tion. Yet, it must be admitted on the other side, that the 
wages given by the inhabitants offered a strong inducement to 
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derartaon. Acoordinglj, to oonnteract tbia last powerful Btimnltis, 
I^edeeel agreed with General Heath to give the farmers of the 
neighboring Tillages men who, while working for them, ahould 
be provided with paaflea, and report once a week, on Thursday, 
at roll^eail. In this way, the troops could earn something, and 
have a pleaaant diange withontrheing nnfaithfiil to their country. 
^Hiifl arrangement was henceforth kept up and proved very gi)od. 
Duriug the month of April, furty-five men deserted from the 
BruoBwick regiments. 

DeseitioD, which, among tiie German tr(K)ps. might be called 
moderate considering the circumstances, suddenly. t4>ward the 
end of May, iner^ised to such an extent, that sometimes six 
men ran away in one day. The cause of such an extraordinary 
state of things wa.s soon ascerttiined. It seems that emissaries 
had circulated a printed handbill in German and English 
among the soldiers, in which the rewards to be obtniiuMl by 
desertion were {*et out in the most entil ing light. 'I'his pecu- 
liar proclamation, so unique of ite kind, and a real ullkpring of 
revolution, which is always very liberal in pn^mises to the 
credulous, is here given as illustrating the manner in which 
good aoldiers were entrapped : 

"Done in Congress, April 9, 1778. 
" To thoae offieen a»d toidwn m ike urvice of the kimj of Great 
JBritam ivha ore not the mhfects of the above named king : 

** The sons of freedom of the United States are carrying on a 
just and necessary war, in whieli they are not the only interested 
persi uirs. They are fighting for tlu: rights of mankind, and deservCj 
tlu'refore. the proteeti(»n and the aid of all men. Their success 
will procure for those, who desire to satisfy their consciences and 
enjoy tlic fruits of their labor, au asylum against persecution and 
tyranny. 

'•There is no doubt that a kind providence which often 
works good out of apparent evil i having, for instance, permitted 
us to be engaged in this cruel war, and having forced you to 
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assist our enemies in the vain attempt to enslave us) designs 
establishing perfect liberty uu this continent for all those that 
are bowed down by the heavy yoke of tyraoDy. In considera- 
tion of your being foroed against yonr will to beeome the tools 
of avarice and ambition, we will not only forgive you for those 
acts a^nst ns into which yon have been forced, but will, also, 
offer yon a part in the prerogatives of free and independent 
statra. Great and fertile countries, which will richly repay 
yonr industry, invite yon. Tracts of from twenty to thirty 
thousand acres of land will be apportioned and given to such 
as shall come over to our side in the following manner : 

^ Each captain, who will bring to us on the Ist of September, 
1778, forty men from the service of the enemy shall receive 
eight hundred acres of good woodland, four oxen, one bullock^ 
three cows and four pigs. Each noncommisstoned officer, who 
brings parties of men, shall receive an additional present of 
twenty acres of land for each new man ; and every soldier who 
comes without a commissioned or noncommissioned officer, shall 
receive fifty acres of laud. If he brings his own equipment he 
shall be entitled to an additional present of twenty thalers. 
These officers and soldiers will be allowed at once to attend to 
their land without being obliged to serve; and they will re- 
ceive, in proportion to the amount of their land, provisions for 
six weeks. Such commissioned and noncommissioned officers 
as shall serve, will be promoted in those corps that are composed 
of native Germans, or in those corps hereafter to be raised by 
Germans living here. These corps shall do no other service, 
unless they desire it, than act as guards at a distance from the 
enemy, or as garrisons on the western frontier. 

Those among you who are skilled artisans will, besides th^ 
hknd and other articles, find abundance of riches in the pursuit 
of their business, the necessaries of life being very cheap in 
comparison with the prices paid for manu&ctures, and there 
being such a demand for men that each mechanic can find 
plenty of work. ' 
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"Some of you have had an opixirluni! y of testing tho truth 
of these represeutatiouij, uud will, without doubt, inform your 
countrymen and acquaintances of their correctness. Hitherto, 
we have m( t y^u nn the battle field with an inimical heart, 
caused by fi t piineiples of defense; but whenever the fortuuo 
of war has btou^'ht uny of your countrymen iutt) our hands, 
our hoistility w;(> imuKMliately at an end, and we have treated 
them more like tree subjects than as prisoners. We can here 
refer to their own testimony ; and we now call upon you as part 
of the great family of mankind wliose li})erty and hap])ine.ss we 
are endeavorinLj with threat honesty to secure. Manifest your 
detested ion of remaining longer the toola of mad ambition and 
lawless foreo ! Appreciate the dignity and grandeur of your 
nature ! Exalt yourselvf"^ t > the rank of free people of free 
states ! Desist from your vain endeavors to devastate and 
depopulate a country whicli you cannot conquer, and accept 
that of our magnanimity which you cau never obtain from our 
fear ! We are willing to receive you with open arms to the 
bosom of our country. Como, therefore, and partake of the 
good which we offer you in all oandorJ In the name of those 
free and independent states, we promise and assure you a free 
and aninterrnpted ezeroise of your religion, perfect protection 
of your persons against injury, undisturbed postesrion of the 
fruits of your honest labor, and absolute possession of your 
lands which shall go down to your children unless yon other- 
wise will it. 

" Hen&t Lauebnb. 

« Attested by 
" Charles Thomson, Secretary." 



The object which congress intended to accomplish by this 
proclamation can readily be seen. From it no small results 
were expected. After repeated reports, an English fleet arrived 



i Or aioie UMIr, wUdi we offn 3r<m with a candid hMrt: 



Digitized by Google 



22 



MAJOB OMNXkAL BIXDE8SL 



with twenty thoQaand troopB, who were to reenforee the British 
amy in Amerioi; an event which gave no little appreheusiou 
to the Americans in view of a snccettfol tennination of their 
cause. Thej intended not only to rid ibemselyeB of the prison- 
ers, by inducing desertion, and thus save the expense of 
provisioning and guarding them, but also to induce desertion 
among those troops that were in Canada and under Howe, and 
thereby weaken the roytJ army as much as possible. How 
little congress knew European soldiers is cTident from the faet 
of its holding out as an inducement the promise that they 
should be stationed as far from the enemy as possible. Or, did 
oongress have in view the fate which awaited deserters should 
they again &1I into the hands of their old commanders ? But 
oongress made other promises which it was powerless to fulfill, 
and which, moreover, could only have been believed by those 
who were unacquainted with the peculiar eircumstances inddent 
to this foreign land. If, for instance, it is diiEeuH even at this 
late day for the American government to protect the lives and 
property of emigrants in distant and uncultivated districts, it 
was certniiily much more dilEeult in those days when every- 
thing was in its infancy, to say nothing of its being in a time 
of war. Supposing, however, that a soldier had accepted the 
proposition and taken possession of his land in those vast 
deserts, what could he have done with itf He had no tools, 
seeds, nor cattle; and if anything had happened to him, who 
was there to assist him ? Thus many, who avaOed themsdves 
of this offer, were plunged into terrible misery. 

This presumption of the Americans soon degenerated into 
impudence. They not only busily circulated the proclamation, 
drosing it in the most tempting language, but they posted it 
on houses by the roadside, and even in the camp upon the bar- 
racks and the houses of the sentinels.* 

* The above naoMd French adventarer, Armand, carried tUs mdsance so ftr. aa to 

have some deserters, who had voliintcen'd iindtT him, clarl in n fanlat^tir iri^rh and 
driven acroas Wiuter hill, la order to lUiow their old comrades what a good fate they 
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General Biedesel songlit, in erery possible iray, to put a stop 
to this nuisance. He first applied to the American colonel, 
Hardy, wbo, having succeeded Colonel Lee, now conunanded at 
Winter bill. Speddng of this officer. General Biedesel saja 
himself, that he was the first American officer he had met, 
whom he oonld esteem for his nnsdfidiness and honorable 
character. This colonel at once ordered that the above men- 
tioned proclamation should be torn down, and was, beadea^ 
Tery indignant at the whole affiur. 

Indeed, Riedesel, both in writing and (^leaking, addressed 
his soldiers in a powerful and touching manner. Both he and 
General Phillips, who, by the way, was a great &?orito with the 
German soldiers, Tisitod the barradES almost daily \ indeed every 
possible means fbr the preventioa of desertion was employed. 
Between the barracks and the chain of American outposts on 
the road beyond, noncommissioned officers were stationed. It 
was necessazy to take the lattw for this purpose, as none of 
the privates could be trusted. This service, however, proving 
too severe for the old officers, new ones had to be employed. 
Every soldier caught outside the barracks without a pass signed 
by the commandant of his regiment, was at once arrested and 
tned. 

Colonel H^dy, believing that the seductive proclamation of 

coneress was designed more for the English army, still in the 
field, than fur tlie prisoners, was kind as to offer to arrest all 
German deserters who were found beyond the j>reseribed limits. 
Theronjxm, (leueral Riedesel, who knew of six deserters being 
liidden at Mystic, requested Hardy to arrest them at once ; and 
being exceedingly anxious to have them returned fur the sake 
of the example, he wrote at the same time to General Heath 



Imdniot wItTi. But Wwi-e. wlio thus rode abont, did not statu that flic carriageo had 
been hired, aad that not all the BOldiers. belonging to the corpe, were dreeeed in 
snch nnircMnns. These ficts show the demoralization already existing among a 
portion of the troops, the deserter feeling no Hhamo In abowfag agftln tO 

hU old commdM and trfBcen.— >Jrof«<9 M^orVinaf. 
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Tdqnesting him to grant their letnm. Heath answered that 
the deserters would be returned in two days. But this was not 
meant in earnest; for the same day thej were taken under 
guard to Prospect hill and allowed to escape. Riedeeel, natu- 
rally very iudignant, complained of this breach of faith in the 
strongest language, but to no purpose. 

Lieutenant Colonel Specht, who had hitherto been a prisoner 
at Hartford, received — chiefly through the interposition of 
Riedesel with the commissioner — permission to proceed to 
New York on parole on aooount of hn health. Riedesel re- 
quested him while on the journey, to inquire into the circum- 
stances of the other prisoners, and report the faets to him. In 
pursuance of this order, in a letter written from Chatham under 
date of April 28, he draws a sad pi( tare of their condition. He 
found most of the prisoners covered witli vtTinin, their clothing 
worn out, and themselves otherwise in a lanicutable condition. 

On the 18th of May, the 19th English regiment was ordered 
to march to Kutland. 

On the 20th of May. ^i<>Iue Brunswick officers succeeded in 
capturing a deserter on the way from Cambridge to Watertown. 
This deserter belonged to lliedeser* own re<riment. The poor 
fellow, as beinc^ the first cauglit, had to suffer as an example 
for all future deserters. The punishment, a hard one tor those 
days, was administered in the presence of all the troops. The 
man was tied to a post ; thirty lashes were given him j his hair 
was then, cut off ; after which he was turned loose as dishonored. 
The Americans quietly witnessed the scene until it was finished j 
when the Brunswickers plainly saw the American recruiting oflGi- 
cers meet the deserter on the other side of the chain, and carry 
In'iti oft' in triumph as a martyr to llhtrty. 

This punishment, however, had the effect of preventing de- 
sertion for a while; but the Brunswickers neyertheleas, lost 
seventy-three men during this month. 

Toward the end of the month, little circulars, printed in Ger- 
man, were distribnted. Their purport was as follows : 
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" Resolved in Congress, May 22, 1778. 

" That it be recommended to the governmenta of the several 
states the passage of laws, by which, all those who have deserted, 
or shall desert during the present war from the English army or 
navj, shall be free from militia service. That it be further 
recommended to the goTemments of the several states to declare 
all prisoners and deserters incompetent to serve as substitutes 
in the militia during the present war, and furthtt, to declare 
void sJl agreements in this respect, and to empower those pri- 
soners and deserters, who have sgreed to go as substitutes, to 
keep the money they have received for this purpose, for their 
own use. 

" Chables Thomson, Secretary." i 

By this it was intended to encourage deserters to become 
citizens of the United States, as they were thus exempted from 
performing the militia duty to which every native was subject. 
Captain Hardy was kind enough to show the above circular to 
Captain Poelnitz on the same day on which the six deserters 
were arrested. 

On the 11th, three English commissioners arrived in America, 
for the purpose of seeing if a peaceable solution of these diffi- 
culties could not be arrived at. These were Carlisle, Eden and 
Johnston. Congress, however, did everything to prevent their 
having a hearing. 

The 9th English regiment, which was ordered to Kutland, 
started on the 1st of June, but as all the officers could not be 
furnished with lodgings, it was commanded only by a captain, 
only one lieutenant remaining with each company. 

On the ist of June, the following general order of General 
Phillips was read to tlip Herman prisoners at their 'rnnp : 

"The constant and continually increasing desertion induces 
General Phillips to believe that our enemies have found oppor- 



1 Extract from the docoment printed at Lancaster by Frul. Bailey. 
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tunities to distribute in our barracks specious^ promises regarding 
the pay which will be given our soldiers, in ease they desert. 
Ue believes that in this way »ouie Holdiers are blinded and led 
ofl into perpetual slavery. 

What can u German win in a cuuntrv where inithin;; eircu- 
iates })ut pap<»r money? W'liat frightful taxe^ will the inhabit- 
ants «if tliis eiiuntry liave to pay after peace is declared in 
order to litjuidate the public debt? What labor, for a foreijrner 
to clear and cultivate a few acres ol' land covered with wnod '/ 
Why, after many years he will scarcely be able to procure I'mni 
them his daily bread, whic li he will then have to eat under the 
oODtempt of his neighborSi aud a gnawing conscience coDstantly 
accusing him of having fcnrever left his parents, his oountrymeiif 
hu fatherland and his sovereign ! 

" Is it not more delightful and more glorioiis to suffer for a 
time, and afterward return with honor and glory to his father- 
land, where, with his comrades in arms, lie can v ^nll all the 
pleasant and honorable memories of these oampaigus X 

NOfSoldiers I Be not deceive d by the^e vain promises. Your 
own experience, the treaty which has been publi( ly broken, not 
to speak of other examples, ought to show jou the kind of faith 
that is to be attached to these promises. They ought, also, to 
prore to you that you had far better be thinking of those 
obligations to which yon are bound by your oath. Remain 
faithful to your God and your soyereign, and wait patiently for 
the time when you can rest once more in your fatherland, hay- 
ing the witness of all that you haye fought honomhly and 
hrayely. 

Philups, lieutenant General. 
, " Cambridge, May 26, ms." 

General Riedesel also sought, by addressing himself to their 
sense of honor, to accomplish more toward putting a stop to 
desertion than by threatening punishment. Thus, for instance, 
he published to the troops in the beginning of June, an article 
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from the London Newt in which tlie behaTior of the Brnnswick 
and HflBse Hanau troops were highly praised. 

For the purpose of looeening the bands of discipline still 
more, General Heath, without the knowledge of Generals 
Phillips and Biedesel, issued passes to the English and German 
officers, permitting them to go to Boston. Upon learning this 
&etj Phillips issued a strict order to the officers forbidding them 
to visit that city in future. He also issued another order to 
the ccHumanders of regiuienfB and battalions that thej should 
gather up and deliver all such passes to him. 

Notwithstanding the destitute and miserable condition of the 
prisoners at this time, they resolved to celebrate, on the 4th of 
June, the birthday of his majesty, the king of Great Britain. 
Accordingly the troops marched in their variegated rags and 
torn shoes to the parade ground and formed in line, as they 
had formerly done when splendidly accoutred. The generals 
walked down in front of them closely scrutinising the expres- 
sion of each soldier's countenance ; and although there were 
some in whom they had lost all confidence, yet many a fidthful 
eye gazed calmly into theirs. After the parade had thus been 
finished, the men were addressed by the generals in a short 
speech, in which the latter described in strong language the 
crime of desertion and admonished the soldiers to keep faith 
with their sovereign in the future. The Americana, who were 
present and saw and heard everything, looked on with astonish- 
ment, but otherwise kept quiet. At the close of the exercises, 
one shilling was given to each noncommissioned otUcor, and 
six-pence to each private, tor the purpose of celebrating the 
day. 

The members of the Massachusetts assembly having deter- 
mined to hold their next session at Watertown, General Heath 
issued an order to the prisoners in which he informed them that 
the hitlierto extended lines were to be contracted to Richards's 
tavern, about half way to the former town. This wa8 dune that 
those gentlemen might not be disturbed iu their meetings. For 
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di« protection of the aMembly, a itrong dotacbineDt ww at tho 
same time Bent by the goyernor firom Boston to Watertown. 

On the 6th of June, an order of Heath to the oaptiTO officers 
was published. This prohibited riding either on hoisebaok or 
in carriages in Cambridge or Mjstie on Snndaja. 

The Gommission, appointed for the exchange of prisoners, 
finally agreed on the 10th of Jnne, that all prisoners of war, 
without distinction of nationality, should be exchanged accord- 
ing to the time of their capture. Thus, those prisoners who 
had been captured near Bennington, had the first chance of 
haing released. 

Captain O'Cotinell,^ asked permission of Biedesel to return 
to Europe and arrange some pressing family afiairs. As the 

presence of this brave officer conld now be of little use, Bied- 
esel did all in his power to further his wishes. In the middle 
of June, he received permission from congress to return to 
Europe on parole. Riedesel took this opportunity to send by 
hiui his dispatches to his court, also tlu' liagis wliicli lie had 
saved. These flags the captain left in Rhode island. They 
were a{Wward carried to ( jh i l t hy liicutenant Colonel Specht. 

On the 14th, a now dilliculfv arose lirtvveeu the pruviuciala 
and a Brunswick soldier of the regiment RhetE, which cost the 
latter his life. He was on the point of going boynnd the chain 
with his yonng and beautiful wife wh<» had followed him Ironi 
Europe, six brutal nnlitia luen began lokitiL'^ with the 

W'oiuan in a coarse manner. The hut^liand iu prnti rting the 
honor of his wife finally found himself forced to defeuii her and 
himfe'lf with a eane against their assailants. The sentinel near 
by. witnessed the unequal combat with all eouijtosure. hut wht>n 
the German drove back the Americans, he ran up and thrust 
his bayonet through him. The poor man soon expired. Hied- 
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esel again complained bitterly to Heath, whereupon the latter 
sent the murderer to Boston for trial j but it could neyerbe 
ascertained what was done to him. 

New troubles liad by this time also broken out on the side of 
the English. Two British officers, who had been arrested, had, 
in the opinion of the Americans, abused the freedom allowL'd 
them. Greneral Heath was on the point of having them tried, 
in which caae they would certainly have been sentenced whetiier 
guilty or not, when Phillipe interfered, and bj great exertione 
sared them from this diagraoe. 

A still sadder eaae, howcTer, occurred on the 17th of June. 
On that day the English lieutenant, Browne, vith two Boston 
ladies, rode down Prospect hill in a one-hoise carriage. The 
road was Tory steep, and the horse, consequently, was going at 
fnU iqpeed. At the ibot of the hill a double guard of Ameri- 
cans was stationed whose duty it was to watch that portion of 
tiie road lying outside the chain, and also the storehouse at this 
place. The guard, although they must hsTe known Browne by 
his uniform, neyer^less called on him to stop. This it was 
impossible for him to do at once, as the horse was running at 
great speed. He therefore turned round to show his sabre, 
thweby indicating that he was an officer. Notwithstanding 
tibJs, however, the Amwicans ran iq> with fixed bayonets, and 
one of them, regardless of the ladies in the carriage, fired 
a bullet through the head of the officer. He died a fbw 
hours aflwnrard. General Phillips, upon hearing of this cir- 
cumstance, was fiurly beside himself with anger, and, during 
his first excitement, wrote the following note to General 
Heath. 

Finally it has come to murder and slaughter. An officer 
riding from the barracks down Prospect hill has been shot by 
an American sentinel. I ascribe this terrible event to the 
thirst for blood which has become inseparable to this rebellion, 
and in this opinion the whde of Europe concurs. I demand 
no justice, for I beUeve that all prindples of justice have left 
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these provinceB. T 'li niaDd the liberty of sending a report of 
this murder to Geuci il Sir Henry OlintoB^ by the way of 
General Washington's head quarters. 

" William Phillips. 

"Cambridge, June 17, 1778/' 

This was bold language for a prisoner exposed to the moods 
of an unjust enemy ; and General TIeath was not a little excited 
when he received this abrupt note. The result was, that a 
guard of one noncoumiissioned officer and nine men were 
Stationed in General riiillips's honst>, ^vliile he, himself, was 
ordered not to leave his house and the ac^oining garden, until 
further orders. lu other words he was placed under arrest. 
At the same time Heath sent his adjutant, Lieutenant Colonel 
Pollard to Oeneral Biedesel and Brigadier Hamilton, offering 
the former the command of .ill the captured troops. With 
dignified composure, General lliedesel li^eneil to this offer ; 
and when the adjutant had finished, he told him curtly and 
without cnring for the selectness of Lis language, that no 
general had the power to take from an English general a com- 
mand that had been given him by his king, and he would, 
therefore, at all times aeknowledge General Phillips as the 
commander of those troops. This occurrence caused a general ex- 
citement in both camps, especially in that of the SngHsh. Some 
officers who had ha«toned to the scene carried their mortally 
wounded comrade into the camp, and caused the sentinel who 
had committed Uie murder to he arrested. The Utter was sent 
to Boston, but nothing was heard of his being punished. 
According to rumor, the fellow was sent to the army of General 
Washington, where, perhaps, other opportunities were g^ven 
him of showing his bravery in a similar manner to an unarmed 
foe. 

As soon as General Phillips had somewhat calmed down, he 
issued, on the 18th of June, an order to his troops, in which, 
among oliher things, occurs this passage : 
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Should it become evident tlut this proceeding has originated 
in oonaeqnence of express orders, or of an intention of exciting 
the captured troops, we will for the present bear it patiently 
and calmly, leaving it to providence to punish such wicked 
deeds. The treaty, by aU appearances, seems likely soon to be 
ratified. We will, therrfore, do nothing which might cause 
any deky." At the same time the general thanked the officers 
of the 2l8t Begiment, the one to which the deceased belonged, 
for their calm and becoming demeanor. 

On the 19th,' the deceased was buried with all military honors, 
and entombed in f^e church at Cambridge, Heath having given 
his consent to it. All the English officers and soldiers, together 
with nearly aU the Oenuan officers, took part in the funeral. 
In the coriegt were several American officers of high rank, 
who were present, either for the purpose of showing mpathy, 
or of keeping, by their presence, the provincials and the unruly 
populace from disturbing the procession. 

Meanwhile, Phillips received, on the lYth of June, a lettear 
from General Howe, who was in Philadelphia, in which the 
latter informed him tiiat in consequence of his own request he 
had been relieved by his majesty of the command of the ariuy, 
and that it had been given to General Henry Clinton. The 
&ct was that Howe was dissatisfied with the home government 
in sevoral particulars. He complained to Iiord Germaine of 
the inattention shown to his recommendations, and, also, of a 
want of coi^ence in him, and ^wxe support. This general, 
like many otiier commanders, knew how to gain a victory, but 
did not know how to take advantage of it. When he believed 
he had done his part, he relapsed from the greatest activity 
into the most uncomprebensible neglect. We have already 
seen this demonstrated in the events of the latter part of the 
year 1776, when the brave Hessians near Trenton were sacrificed 
to his negligciKo. 

In consequence of constant out door life and piM»r rations the 
number ol'isiok iu the prisoners' camp wai> cuusiderably increased. 
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General Howe had sent into Boston harbor several ship loads 
of provisions to the prisoners, but the Ainericans — devoid of 
conscience — kept the good provisions to themselves, sending 
codfish and other still poorer articlefi to the captives. The 
captured generals had repeatedly and urgently requested Heath 
at least to send the sick a few fresh provisions, but without 
avail. The poor invalids continued to lie in the old, miaerable 
barracks in want of iaedicii)<>: f >r at that time the dru^torei 
in Boston were most miserably kept, and what medicines w^e 
to be had, were enormonily dear. Fresh proTisioos, also, were 
Tcrj high ; but as these were absolutely neoessary for the sick, 
Biedesel, on the 19th, ordered the necessary money for this 
purpose to be drawn from the regimental funds. Considering 
cleanliness, moreover, 'i'^ tbe ehief preventive of disease, he 
issued on Thursday, the 17th of July, the following order : 

General Riedesel, in the course (to^iay) of his weekly in- 
spection of companies on parade, observed that some of the 
men were neither washed nor shaved, nor, indeed, was their 
hair eyen properly attended to. He noticed, also, that there 
was a want of neck and pig-tail ties, and that the men wore 
pocket handkOTohiefs around their necks. 

" The okeer and the more nncomibrtable the men lie in the 
barradu, the more necessary it is to attend to perBonsl olean- 
Uness ; otherwise diseases will break out. Yermin is the fbst 
consequence <^ this state of things, after which come epidemic 
diseases, eqieciaUy when the combing of the hair is neglected. 
General Biedesel has firm confidence in his battalion oom- 
mandeis, that they will as iar ss poenble act npon these hints 
in their battalions, and that he will see the lesnllis of them next 
Thursday. 

" BzxDSSSL, Major General." 

Biedesel, also, nsed his utmost exertions to enforce cleanliness 
in the barracks. The privies and the sewers had to be cleaned 
frequently. No refuse, such as vegetables, meat> fish, etc., 
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irare allowed to fae thrown in firont of tbe bunoks. Two 
brooms were obliged to be kept in eaeb of tbe Utter, wMob 
were used for sweeping tbem twice a day. 

Gommiflaary General Maaserow, on the 25th, iaaned an order 
to the inhabitanta of Haaaaohnaette bay, to the effect that the 
priaotierB of the 71at English legiinent were to be sent to Rut- 
land, and theaoe to Newport, in Rhode island, for exchange. 
There was- yet nothing said in regard to the. exchange of the 
Germans. Upon making inquiry eoneerning it, Riedeael re- 
ceived from the commissioner the doubtful consolation that the 
general exchange of the two nations would shortly take place, and 
the tarn of those prisoners who were captured near Bennington, 
would, therefore, soon come. 

The number of Brunswick deserters' was much smaller thu 
month than the preyioaa one. Only seven names were on the 
list. 

In the middle of July, Riedesd issued the following circular 
to the commanders of regiments and battalions: 

" The strict orders which have been issued at Boston induces 
General Riedeael to believe that General Heath intends to find 
out whether or not the captured offioers have obeyed the orders 
which were issued by him, that he may have an excuse fo>r pun- 
ishing the transgreesors more severely. The larger the number 
of those who have disobeyed, and the higher the rank of the 
offender, the better he will like it We must, therefore, be on 
our guard, from the higlieat to the lowest, that nothing may be 
found in our conduct which can give the Am^ioans the slightest 
excuse to call us to account. All offioers should, therefinre, act 
accordingly, and be very careful in the supervision exercised 
by them over the soldiers under thdr respective commands, as 
it seems that nothing ia spoken or undertaken by the officers 
without its being known at Boston. Notwithstanding General 
Heath, in an order of the 15th of July, ezpreaaly prohibited 
any of the prisoners working for the inhabitants, either within 
or outside the limits, the same general, yesterday and to-day, 
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iflBued a large nntober of paasea to the inlutbitaiitB, pennitting 
ihiem to engage German soldiers to work for tbem, id case 
Gkneral Riedeael should aUow it. 
« The latter would cheerfully allow his men, by these means, 

to increase their pay, providing that their number be not too 
large ; that the commanders of battalions know those men whom 
they permit to work to be reliable; that the place where they 
work be not without the limits ; and that the soldiers oome 
every Thuifiday to the parade on Winter hill. But no man is 
to be allowed to go, without the citizen showing a pass from 
General Heath. For the Brunswick troops, the passes must be 
signed by Adjutant (jleneral IWhiitz. Bri-udier General 
Von Oall will have tlic pahseb ior the Hesse Hanau troops signed 
by the brigade major They are to be sent to Adjutant deiinal 
Von Poelnitz every werk. t^igether with the report of the num- 
ber ((f the Hesse Hanau soldins whu work lor the inhubitants. 
Thus (irneral Riedesel will In- able at any time to answer the 
questions of (ient'TMl l*liilli|i.>^, in regard to the number uf Ger- 
man sojilierii furuijshed with passes allowing them to work for 
the iuliabitaats. 

RihiJLSEL., Major General. 

"July 17, 1778." 

a 

m. 

The confidence of the Americans in their cause rapidly 
increased, especially after France — as a proof that she was in 
earnest in regard to her acknowledgment of the independence 
of the United States — sent a fleet of twelve ships of the line, 
four frigates and twelve thousand men to their succor. This 
fleet, under the command of Count D'lSstaing, w^p already 
cruising off the coast of Virginia. This movement of D'Estaing 
caused General Clinton to evacuate Philadelphia and retreat 
further and further north, as he expected that on attack would 
soon be made on Rhode island. 

The Americans talked now of the capture of Clinton's army 
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as if it was already a faJii aeeompH, and designed fivr it a fate 
similar to that of General Bnrgoyne. They, accordingly, endea- 
Tored to gather a force quickly together, and advance with it on 
Providence, B. 1. For this purpose, several regiments were 
taken from Boston, and also, with the exception of a smaU 
detachment, those troops who had hitherto gnarded the pri- 
soners. As it was now impossible to keep a chain of outposts 
around the captured troops, the latter, as a natural consequence, 
went beyond the prescribed limits, a circumstance of which 
General Heath compkioed. The two generals,^ therefore, in 
order not to give any further cause for dissatisfiustion, and also 
to avoid all future trouble, formed a line of their own men 
around the two hills, no one being allowed to go beyond it 
without a pass. For this purpose, each hill furnished daUy one 
captain, two noncommissioned officers and sixty men. 

Oeneral Heath had reported to congress die case of the shoot- 
ing of Lieutenant Browne and the arrest of General Phillips, 
inclosiijf^ at the same time the severe letter of Phillips. On 
the 7th of July, an answer was received to the effect that 
Heath's conduct wa.s indorsed. The arrest of J*liillipa Wiis 
tliereture considered prop(;r ; but in the face of his arrest, the 
latter continued to attend to the duties of commauder of the 
prisoners. 

31eauwhile, General Clinton accomplished his masterly retreat 
to Xow York. The Americans were not a little a.stouished when 
they I'ound that the army, which they thouLrht wonld be cut off, 
was now iu safely. At first, congress did nut know winch of the 
generals was to blame for this failure. All that was plain was, 
that the proposed plan for capturinfr the army, which was in 
itself very defective, had been rendered yet more so by the 
irresolution of the commanders in carrying it ovit. l-'inally the 
entire blame fell upon Major General Lee, who was the scape- 
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goat for tlie rest.^ Geaeral WasKlngtoti, who aiDcnsed Bim of 
negligence, cansed Mm to be arrested and tried before a eonrt 
martial. He was sentenced to be deprived of bis command for 

one year. On tlie 27(li. the 20th English regiment started on 
its march to Rutland. Tn an order of the 28th, Heath pro- 
hibited the soldiers trudiiiL^ in provisions. On this day he directed 
tliat tlie provisions i^liould be taken ;iw;iy tVom nil those who were 
mot with on the way liom Cambriilm' tn the hill. Aoioiig this 
number were many servants of tlie offieers. and soldiers who had 
brought with them the ucceti»ariet> uf life iur tithers. This pro- 
hibition, moreover, was the harder for the prisuuers, since the 
Auieriean commissioners did not furnish enough of those pro- 
visiiais which were actually necessary to support life. During 
thismoinli. |(><ertions again iner( ased ; twenty-lour men having 
escaped in ihai time from the Hnmswick cnrjis. 

On tlie 1st of August, the birtliday of the duke of IJrunswick 
was celebrated as i:ayl\'' ns po«(«ible. Divine services were held 
in the morninu-, alter which the parade took place, the hfint- 
boyista being present with their instrnnientf!. a portion of which 
they had mnnai:ed to keei). Three cheers were given for the 
sovereign, the sfddiers waving their hats every time. After 
this the troops defiled. At the conclusion of the parade. Eied- 
esel received the congratulations of his officers, after which he 
gave a dinnerj to which all the brigadiers and staff officers were 
mvited. The noncommissioned officers received this day the 
same dourmr. that had been given them on the birthday of the 
king of England, with wbioh to drink the health of their 
sovereign. 

During the llth, 12th and 13th of August, a terrible storm 
raged, which tore up the strongest trees and demolished a few 
of the barracks. Indeed, throughout the entire summer, there 
were heavy thunder storms in this section of the ooontzy. 
There were, also, heayy dews at night. ■ 
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The chief theatre of action was dow io the Ticinity of Rhode 
ialand, which was attacked bj land and water hj the Amerieana, 
but was bravely defended bj Clinton. The Engliah fleet, under 
Admiral Howe, was a match for the French fleet, although aeTcre 
nayal engagementa occurred every now and then. The wounded 
in theee combata, who had been brought to Cambridge, said that 
the Americans could not take Rhode island. General Phillipe, 
therefore, announced to his men that the American regiments 
would soon return to Boston, at the same time forbidding all 
joonversatiou upon 'this topic, that all difficulty between them 
and the excited Americans might be avoided. General HeaA 
was extremely indignant when he heaird of this order, which 
struck him as premature. 

On the 29th of August, the French fleet entered the harbor 
of Boston and cast anchor, for the purpose of repairing the 
ships which had been severely dauiagcd both by the late storm 
and the naval engagements. The admiral's ship, Lanffucdoc^ 
had lost her masts and bowsprit , so that it was towed into the 
harbor. 

The American land troops that had been sent on the expedi- 
tion to Bhode island were led by General Sullivan. Very 
little was known in the prisoners* camp regard! ug the result of 
this undertaking, and that little was very unreliable. This 
arose from the ftct tiiat the Americans were very secretive, not 
allowing even the privates to talk about it ; and the statements 
of those of their newspapers that said anything about it were 
evidently so onesided as io be utterly unreliable. During 
this month (August), the Bruuswickers lost five men by deser- 
tion. Seven, however, who had previously deserted, returned 
voluntarily. 

On the 1st of September, the Bostonians were thrown into no 
little terror, by the fleet of Admiral Howe, numbering twenty- 
two sail, making its appearance. The French admiral feared 
lest the Knulish admiral, takinir advantage of the dilapidated 
condition of his own iieei, might make a deiiiuustratiou against 
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the eity. Ho, therefore, immediately hoi»t<?d his alarm flaps, 
which was Inllowed hv a similar ai tinn ni' the l?<*stoii aiitlmi it ien 
on their buildin«^8 and Bpires. Kvery one wlio could carry or 
obtain arms huHtened U) the city. The people of the neighbor- 
ing townships came riding into the city on horseback, rjo- 
vernor Hancock, who had just arrived from Khodc island, at 
once had the most important parts in and around the city 
occupied. Meauwhile, it grew dark ; and the alarm fires shone 
firom the heights. All this happened in fall view of the pri- 
floners. How did tbeir hearts beat in expectation of a possible 
liberation ! Every moment might bring on a decisive action 1 
Who could t«ll apon whose banners victory might perch t 

The Americana, owing to the proximity of the prisoners, 
were under oonsiderable alarm. But to what place eonld they 
send them without an escort, since no troops oonld now he 
spared for this purpose f They, however, endeavored to rid 
themselves of a portion, at least, of these obnoxious gaests by 
ordering the 21st and 47th English regiments to march to 
Bntland. The necessary teams for this purpose were accord- 
ingly procured in all haste ; and the regiments ordered to start 
on their march the next day (September 2d), at noon. An 
order was also issued that no officer or private of the captured 
troops should leave his quarters after sunset. But when on 
the following morning it was found that the English fleet had 
departed, the Am^icans breathed easier. 

The preparations of the people of Boston for receiving Ad- 
miral B'Estaing, had been interrupted by the sudden appearance 
of the English fleet ; but it wss now determined to welcome 
him with extraordinary pomp, on the 4th of September. The 
large court house at Boston was expressly fitted up for his 
public reception. The first men of Boston, together with all 
of the higher grade of officers, assembled here on this occasion. 
Speaking of this event Riedesel's journal says : " Dinner was 
served at the ])alaee of General Hancock at the expense of 
congress. Never beiore had Boston witnessed such splendor ; 
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and it is said that all the Frencli officers, wbo were preseiit and 
wlio were gallanfa by nature, enjoyed tltemselTes amasii^^ 
during the festivitiee of tbis occasion. Afterward the Frencli 
officers began to make tbe aeqnaintanoe of the prisoners on 
Prospect and Winter bills." Tbns absolutieni and democracy 
fraternised on American soil in order to fight a common enemy. 
Not a solitary fkot in history. 

Bntj notwithstanding these enthnsisstio manifestations of 
firiendship, a coolness soon arose ttj^on several (|ucations. Count 
B'Estaing had expected that his Tcssels would befitted out 
with all necessary provisions by his new allies, and was conse- 
quently not a little astonished when the hitter utterly refused 
to do it. The shrewd Americans wished to have his aid as 
cheaply as possible, and violent discussions arose between the 
two parties. D'Estaing then made a second demand, to the 
efieot that congress should ereet hospitals and take care of the 
wounded and sick. Afber considerable talk it was finally 
agreed that tbe Americans should furnish the medicines, but 
not the provisions ; and the count was forced to pay dear for 
every article he took on board, even to a hoj^ihead of water. 
Nor was it long^ before the Freuelimen ami the Bostonians 
looked askance at eaeli otlicr. Indeed, their l)ad feelings in- 
creased to such an ext<3nt that bloody iightn took place between 
them almost daily. The people of Boston thought that the 
polite Frenchmen were too lufty and aristocratic; while the 
latter on their side, thought the Bostonians too vulgar. At 
last, matters reached such a pass that D'Estaing was obliged to 
forbid his officers, soldiers and sailors from visiting the city. 
This state of things was so unpleasant to the governor, that he 
endeavored tn smooth over matters by represent! nir in the public 
prints that there was no truth in these reports, indeed, he went 
SO far as to forbid anyone giving them currency in conversation. 

During this treason the so called ibul fever,' raged so severely 
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in this part of the country, that mnnx of the prisoners sickened 
and died. Generab Kiedesel and PkiUips instituted energetic 
measures to put a stop to the contagion. Those who were sick 
of this distemper were separated firom the other patients, 
placed in separate barracks and received seiMirate nursed 

The peace commissioners, Carlisle, Johnston and William 
Eden, who were treating with Washington, had all aJong kept 
in view the fulfillment of the treaty by the Americans, and 
continued to make representations to congress. The latter 
returned evasive answers as long as it was able, until it was 
forced, on the 4th of September, to return a plain answer, as 
follows: 

" Congress, having resolved, on the 8th of January, lYYS, 
that the «nbarkation of General Burgoyne, and the troops under 
his command, should be postponed until a plain and dear 
nttificatiott of the convention at Saratoga could be sent to the 
court of Great Britain, hereby again resolves that no ratification 
of the treaty at Saratoga can be acknowledged by congress, 
even if it should be offered by such powers as are interested in 
it by connection, participation or otherwise." 

This news caused great excitement among the prisoners, 
although thoj had long since given up all hope of having the 
treaty fulfilled by the Americans j and as congress hesitated 
not to express itsdf in this manner, might not even worse 
things be expected ? 

Lieutenant Colonel Specht, who had goue by u puss to New 
York, in April, had meanwhile been exchanged, and received 
ordera from the governor of Canada, to gather together the 
exchanged soldiers and bring them to Canada. In a letter 
from New Wolfenbiittel, under date of September 4tli. 1778, 
he describes the miserable condition uf the prisuuerjs in the 
northern portimi of the United States. Among other things, 
he says : The men go naked, without a coat to their backs ; 
and some who have been in tlie hospital are wearing pieces of 
blankets, so that I am forced to have uniforms made." 
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As early as September 19tli, tlie mmor was rife in the 
prisoQers' camp, that it was the intention of congreea to sepa- 
rate both nationalities, and send the English troops to Rutland, 
and the Germans farther in the interior of the country. 

On the 2l8t of September, two more peace commissioners. 
Doctor Berkenhut and Mr. Temple, arrived from England. 
The latter is described by General Biedesel as rery indolent 
and careless, bnt the former as an exceedingly active and care> 
fill man who sought to do his dnty with iJl diligence. Dr. 
Berkenhnty who acted entirely in unison with his brother 
commissioner, the newly sent Governor Johnson, first en- 
deavored to make the acquaintance of influential Americans, 
especially with the members of the lower courts, those havlug 
the most influence with the different classes of the people. 
This was done by him with the object of influenciuj; them 
against congress, and thus creatinsr a division. This person 
was accused of atteuiptiiii: to carry out his designs even in 
I'hilarlelphia ; a circumstance which so ciiragcd congress that it 
sent the Knulish peace commissioner to the penitentiary. 

On the 24tli of Septiiiiibcr, llicdescl received intelligence 
from Major Maiboru, who wu.s n prisoner at Westiiiitister, that 
Coiiiiuissioner Mas&cruw had stated tliut a portion of tlie officers 
captured near Bennington were to be exchanged. Soon after, 
news to the same effect was received from the coniinis.si(mer 
himself. Upon the reception of this news. Riedesel ordered 
lots to })e cast to decide whicli of the officers beLtniiinLC t<i the 
regiment of drjigoons and the battalion!* of greiiudierjs and yaircrs, 
should remain with the captured troo|)s after the others had 
been exchanged, ile excepted, however, from this order, the 
cavalry captain, Frleko and l^ieutenant (iebhard. These, hav- 
ing hitherto served as re;_;inicntal quarter masters, he ordered 
to remain and attend to this* business for the troops. The fol- 
lowing were tlio officers, who. a few days subsequent, were 
exchanged and went to llhode ishnid. Major Von Maiborn, 
Cavalry-Captain You Sohlagenteufiel, Lieutenants Breda and 
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Von ReckroiU, Cornet Stutztr. Doctor Vorbrodt. Auditor 
Thomas aod (Jha])laiii Molzlieiiuer ni' (he drauuoii reiziineiits j 
Licutcnante Von Burghofl and Meytr of tlu' ^'niuidier Bat- 
talion ) Ensi^^ns Donicke and Andre of the regiment Riedesel ; 
Captains Von Geisau and Domnies and Knaign Cornet Ranzau 
of the battery of Barner; and Lieuteoaiit Bach of the Uesae 
Hanau troops. 

Daring this month (September), there were only four deser- 
tions atnnn«r the Brunswick troops. 

By the beginning of October, the difficulties between Phillips 
and Heath liad reached such a pass that the latter refused to 
receive any letters from the former. No more business was 
therefore transacted between the two. Henceforth, Heath 
addressed himself only to Riedesel, who received from the 
governor of Boston, a command to attend in the future to all 
business connected with the English troops. Although Bied> 
esel, who highly respected and loved Phillips, disliked this 
arrangement, he could not very well refuse compliance with it 
unless at the risk of having an inferior officer placed over him. 

Unfortunately, in the beginning of this month, desertion again 
increased so rapidly, that Biedeed was forced to isssne another 
address to his troops. 

On the 5th, the 24th English regiment started for Rutland. 

In consequence of the presence of the French fleet in the 
harbor of Boston, provisions were extremely dear, a eircum- 
stance that was severely felt among the prisoners. General 
Phillips was consequently obliged to send the English pay- 
master Geddes to Rhode island to obtain money and provisions. 
Commissary Ckneral Olarke wa^ also sent to New York on a 
similar masion, charged, however, with the reporting to Clinton 
the present condition of affairs among the prisoners and their 
commanders. 

On the 11th October, there was another L'reat excitement 
among the iuhabitaiits and garrison at lioston. Geuural Sul- 
livan having iuloruied the governor that a strong English fleet 
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of thirty men of war and (ino hundred transport!* had hecn seen 
off the coast rnakiii^ directly tor Cape Ood, ifeath advised the 
inhabitants to pack up their effects and remove the women and 
children. The alarm, however, w.is again groundless. 

On the 15th, in obedience to an order from the governor, the 
62d English regiment — the lastof the English troops on Prospect 
hill — started for Rutland. The greater part of their officers, 
however, remained in their old quarters in and around Cam- 
bridge, there being, as yet, no room fiir them in Rutland. Only 
one eaptain with each regiment and one lieutenant with each 
compaaj had accompanied the troops to that place. 

Meanwhile, the ships from Canada, with the long ezpeeted 
baggage, arrived in New York. The English lieutenant, Col- 
lier, who had been sent by Phillips, with the consent of Gates, 
from Saratoga into Canada, came with the ships, and reaohed 
Cambridge on the 16th of Oetober. He brought some letters 
from Lieutenant Dove— who bebnged to the German troops in 
Canada — to General Riedesel. Through these letters it was 
first learned that General Carleton had left for England, and 
that his«oommand had been given to General Haldimand, who 
had been appointed governor of Canada. It was also learned 
ihat a second transport, having on board four hundred and fifty 
men, had safely arrived from Branswick. General Clinton also 
sent Phillips, through the same channel, the welcome news that 
four thousand blankets, and cloth for long pantaloons and oaps 
were ou their way, all of which was the sole gift of the king of 
England. The unifiirms for the companies were paid for out of 
a special disbursement in the charge of the captain ; but the 
smaller articles of clothing the soldiers were obliged to pay for 
themselves, a small deduction for this purpose being taken from 
their monthly pay. A fire which happened in New York at this 
time, burned up one hundred thousand yards of cloth and fifi^ 
thousand woolen blankets — a great loss for the English troops, 
upon the verge of winter. 

Notwithstanding congress, in the letter of the 4th of September 

(J* 
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b^ore alludecl to, had pUdnly declared the iiiTalidity of the 
treaty at Saratoga, General Clinton took the tronhlo once more 
to express his opinions in a letter to Washington as IbUowt: 
The letter ia dated the 19th Septemher. 

" Sir : Nothing but the express orders of his majesty — a copy 
of which I herewith indose — could have induced me again to 
trouble you or the American congress in regard to the captured 
tioops now in New England, kept there contrary to the treaty 
at Saratoga. Tlie uniform disre|[;ard paid to all requests in this 
particular, is unheard of and witliout a parallel among contend- 
ing parties. I therefore repeat the roqueat, that the treaty, 
which wus ne*r"tiat('d ut »^arato<:a. .shall be carried out, and 
now offer, with tlu' .special and only lately repeated command 
of his majesty the king, uud iu hi*» nume, to renew all those 
cuuditious which were agreed upon by Lieutenant General Bur- 
goync in relation to those troops under his command. T con- 
sider myself hereby diseharired from all oblitrations. not oiily 
toward his majesty the V\\\\i. wlmse order I obey, hut toward 
the unhappy people whose late T bring before your conscience 
in tlx' hope that your sense of justice will prevent the evil eon- 
se(iueiices which your newly introduced system of warfare will 
necessarily bring about. 

" I haYC the honor of being, etc., 

" CUMTON." 

General Washington sent this letter to congress, and the latter, 
with laconic brevity answered, through its secretary, as follows : 
"Your letter of the 19th September has been laid before 
congress. I am ordered to inform yon that the congress of the 
United States of North America never answen offensive letters. 

^ I am, etc., 

<^ CHABLK8 Thomson, Secietaiy.'' 

Thus vanished the last hope of negotiations with congress In 
-rdation to the exchange. 
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On the 24tli of OofeoW, a lieutemmt arriTed with the artioks 
aent by Clinton. They, howevef » ooidd not be need at preeent, 
foft on the next day Heath informed Riedeeel that the ktter 
was to march on the 5th of November with his Oermana to Vir- 
ginia. The ships, that had arrired from Canada with the bag- 
gage, and which had already left New York, xeeeiTed orders to 
sail toward the Virginia oosBt, it being impossible to transport 
the ba^ge over luod on a road six hundred and fiftj miles 
long and in poor condition. 

news was very unexi>oct<'<l to tlio (jorutan troops, for 
who Oonld have supposed that thoy were to be forced to uuder- 
takesnch a tedioui> march jiLst before the approach of winter? 
What could have induced congress to take such a measure, was 
asked by all ? The question was soon solved. Whon Clinton 
perooived tlial all negotiationii with cougrt'ss wcrt- brukeu off, 
ho declared that if the convention troops were u* be treated 
like other prisoners, they mui»t be supported by their captors. 
Ilithorto the royal magazines had runiislied them the neces- 
saries of life, and the cxtravairant and unreasonable bills of the 
Americans for <juarters. tuel and utlier tilings had been paid. 
This was now to ceaj^e. Congress, therefore, not wishing to 
support the prick>uers on the res<»urei-s uf a ])ortion of the 
country already ronf^iderably exliausted by the French fleet and 
the American army, nothing elj^e remained but to send the 
prisoners into that section of the country, which, by being 
farther removed from the theatre of war, had suffered less. 
Charlottesville, on the dames river in Virginia, was accordingly 
selected for the Germans. This region was called by the Ame- 
ricans a paradise ; where, they said, was to be found an abun- 
dance of everything. 

The cloth, which had in the meantime arrived, xva^ distri- 
buted among the oompanies on the 26th, in order that warm 
pantaloons, caps and mittens might be at once made up for those 
soldiers who stood most in need of such articles of clothing. The 
bhuikets were also distributed. What was now most anxiously 
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desired was money; for it would certaiDly liave beea a yeiy 
foolisK thing to start ont on so long a maroh and into a country 
eat off from all eommunication, without tbe requisite amount of 
money. Paymaster Godecke, who was expeeted from Canada 
with the baggage and a full purse, was ohUgod — in order to 
fill the latter — to go by way of New York. Upon his arriYing 
at New York, however, and applying to Clinton for the necessary 
funds, he was refused. The latter reasoned aa follows : " The 
Americans have hitherto acted contrary to all faith ; and they 
will not hesitate to take away money from the payinaster on the 
route to reimburse themselves for the provisions supplied to the 
captured troops. Tlic Uittoi have to be taken care of any way; 
and it' they havf nothing, they cuu pay uuthiug." But while 
Clinton could thus turce congress to support the prisoners, the 
latter PufFered. The two generals, riiillips and Kiedcsel, both 
of whuui, always j5tilic'it<)us for the welfare t>f their men, were 
anxious to lessen their sufferings, were no little embarransed 
by this answer. Finally, after ei^nsidcrable trouble, they suc- 
ceeded in obtainiiiL' from Heath permission to t^end Lieutenant 
Campbell to Khode island in order to borrow as much money 
as possible for the present enierj^eney. 

During thia month, ten iirunswickers deserted. 

IV. 

On the 2d of Novenil)er. Phillips issued direcliona for die 
march in conformity to Heath's order to the commanders. 
According to this, the prisoners were to leave Rutland aad 
Winter hill in six divisions. Each nationality formed three 
divisions, and was* attended by an American escort. The first 
English division, consisting of the artillery, grenadiers, liLdit 
infantry and the 9th Regiment under Lieutenant Colonel Hill, 
and the first German diTision, consisting of the dragoons, grena- 
diers, and the regiment Yon Bheta under Major Yon Mengen, 
were to start on the 5th of Noyember. The second English 
diyiaions, consisting of the 20th and 21st Regiments under oom- 
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mand of Major Fonter, and the two Germiui diTiaiona, oonaiatitig 
of the n^iimenta Yon Riedeael aad Yon Speeht and led by 
Brigadier Ooneral Specbt were to follow on tbe 6tb. Briga- 
dier Speclit waa to command the entire German diviaiona. On 
tlie 7t]i, the third Engliah diTision» oomposed of the 24th, 47th 
and 62d regiments, under the oommand of Brigadier Hamilton, 
waa to follow. The Utter alao had charge of the other two Eng- 
liah diviaiona. The third German diTiaion, which waa made up 
of the hattalion Barner, the regiment Hesse Hanau, and the 
Hanau artillery under Brigadier Gall, were also to march on the 
same day. The strieteet order and discipline, and the avoid- 
ance of all trouble with the escort of provincials, were especially 
enjoined; and to prevent auy quaritls aud Jiisordcr. an oflScer 
was given to the commander of each division, whri was to act as 
commissary on tiic march, and make all nci f^ai v ai rangcments 
with the American leaders in regard to quarters. All the 
captured oflScers and soldiers were to bring their complaints 
or wislit's to this commitj^siiry ; all direct transactions or even 
conversation with the Americ«n«. being strictly |iroliiliit«d. 
Each of these commissaries received daily live sbiiliugs, with 
which U) defray, if need l)e. the most noeessary expenses. 
Til case, however, this sum ^ho^ld nut be sufficient, they were 
authorized t(t draw upon the commanders of regimentH, who 
were ordered in such cafies to advauce money out of the regi- 
mental fund. 

Immediately upon the order for the march being issued, iricd- 
esel obtained permission from the commissary to send for two 
officers, Captain Von Jiaertling and captain of cavalry Fricke, 
that they might receive from him, personally, directions in rela- 
tion to the (jerman prisoners still at Rutland and Westminster. 
These officers were enjoined to use their utmost exertions to 
gather together the deserters. They received, also, cloth and 
blankets for the troops, together with the permission to take 
the requisite amount of money for present necessities from the 
Hessian funds in New York and Rhode island. General Hied* 
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esel wrote in regsrd to fhis to the Hessian commanderB, Yon 
Knypliaiuen and Losbeirg. 

Ckneral Heath made numeroiu objections to the number of 
teams neoesssiy for the march. At last, Phillips lost all patience 
and declared that he might send the wonnded and sick priaoneia 
tox exchange to Bhode island by water, or to Charlottesyille, as 
it waa utterly impossible to tske them upon such a long and 
tedious march even with an ample supply of teams. Upon this. 
Heath answered that he had no power to do anything fiirther ^ he 
would, however, oonsent that those who were unable to mansh, 
should remain in the hospital at Cambridge, ^is necessarily 
gave rise to various explanations and orders, and the march waa 
aceordingly postponed to the 9th. 

This pes ponement was a source of great gra^catton to the 
two generals, as neither the English paymaster, nor Godecke, nor 
Captain Campbell had yet returned from their quest for money 
in Bhode island, and it was of the last importance that fitnds 
should be obtained before starting on the mareh. Regarding 
this, Riedesel's journal says : 

" The want of money was one of critical importance in our 
position at that time. All the officers, who had money, were 
obliged to h?nd it for the use of the troops^ who in thi.-. manner 
received their pay in hard cash. Those oflficcrs that were in 
need of money had as much furnished them as waa necessary to 
procure horses, etc., for their long journey. Nor was this any 
more than fair, as several months' pay was already due them. 
This arrangement was somewhat uf a help, it is true, but not 
nearly enough to satisfy the demands of all. This being the 
state of affairs, Riedesel, who alone corre.spe ii led with Heath, 
requested the commander at Boston, in the uame of General 
Phillips, to postpone the march of the troops for a lew days 
until the return of those officers that had been sent to 2^ew 
York and Newport." 

This extract will sliow how carefully the German general 
looked after the weiiare of his troops, and how the wants of the 
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priTates were teken oare of by the offieen. Indeed, nol % hm 
of the latter afterward found themselTes exposed to oontiderable 
suffering by their noble self-denial. These few lines from the 
journal, moreoTOr, will serve to refute whole boohs written by 
individuals who, in their blind seal, were anxious to represent 
the treatment of the Germans in the worst possible light. 

The long dreaded 9th of November at length passed, and 
still the longed fbr supplies oame not. Phillips and Riedesel, 
therefore, determined to borrow, on their own eredit, as mueh 
money as possible in and around Boston. This was oonneeted 
with great difficulties, but money must be proonred at eveiy 
saerifioe. Accordingly, iriien the troops marched on t&e 9th, 
the two generals remained behind in Cambridge to negotiate 
fOT a loan. 

On the 9th, the first two divisions began the march. Pre- 
vious, however, to taking their departure, all the office wore 
obliged to give their word of honor in writing, that they would 
faithfully carry out in their place of destination the promises 
lUfidt' by thoiii liore. The wounded, the i?iek and the disabled 
were seut to the hospital at Cambridge, the Enj.'lish ensign, 
Fielding, being left with them. But all whu were* able went 
with tlie troops. Captain Sehla^'enteufFel of the regiment 
Specht. and Lieutenant Rheims of the light batt;iliou of the 
Brunswick troops were taken s^) ill, that their recovery was 
considered doubtful, aiid they were, therefore, left behind in 
tiieir old quart(;rs at Canilu-idge. 

General liiedesel accompanied the first division as far as 
Watertown, It arrived in the evening at Sudbury aft^r a 
march of seventeen miles. Hi^ wife. Madame Riedesel, de- 
scribes her stay at Cambridge a.s a happy one under the circum- 
stances, and says that she would {j:ladly have remained there 
with him duriufi; the whole of his captivity. She dreaded the 
journey chiefly on account of the increasing ill health of her 
husband, who was more than ever .subject to nervouB excitement, 
Oppression and headache. Vexation and sorrow gnawed con- 
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stantly at bis heart, injnriDg the body which was already 
weakened by hardahipe. Just previoiia to the Btart, he bought 
a new Engliah carriage for himeelf and family, and provided 
them with all things needful for a journey which would take 
them frequently through inhospitable regions. 

On the 10th of November, the second diviBion followed, 
stoppiug over night in the same place that had been occupied 
the night previoas by the first division, the Utter having con- 
tinued its march to Marlborough and thence to Shrewsbury. 
The third division followed on the 1 1th. It was so arranged 
that one division was always one day in advance of the other. 
These last two divisions Riedeael alw) accompanied as ftr as 
Watertown. The generals, lliedesel and Phillips, employed the 
last days of flieir stay in ( 'uiubridire in successfully endeavoring 
to iuduee Ih-ath to graut several laniis to the troops. Among 
other things?, that general grant-ed permission for those troops 
who were obJipred to remain bcliiiid at present ou account of 
sickness, to make the journey Ui \ irgiiiia l>y water. 

Strong hopes of being rescued from captivity, were indulged 
in bv the |»i i.-^ uu just befori; beginning their march. Com- 
missioners ^vere appointed on l)oth sides to arrange a general 
exchange ; and it wa.s eonliilently thought that news of final 
deliverance would be received by the troops during their 
ninreh. Alas I these expectations were ahio not destined to be 
realized. 

On the 12tli of Xovcniber. the first German division reached 
Worcester. On this day, Phillips received a report from 
Brigadier General Ilamilton, announcing that desertion, espe- 
cially among the Germans, was greatly on the increase. Phillips 
immediately acquainted Biedesel with this fact, upon which 
the latter at once sent off an officer to iuvesti^te the matter. 

On the 13th, the first German division marched to Spencer 
by the way of Leicester ; on the 14th to Brookfield ; and on the 
15th to Palmer. On this last mentioned d tv. the officer dis- 
patched by Biedesel returned and reported that the English 
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Tia^l lost on the inarch to Brookfield thirtj-sev^n meo, and the 
Gcriuuiis twi'iity; six, however, had returned. 

Meanwhile, a ckauge in the government at Boston had taken 
place, General Gates having succeeded General Tleath. This 
change at once put an end to the arrest of rioiu ral I'UtliipH. 

On the 16th, the first division arrived at VVilbrahaui, near 
the line between Massachusetts }):(y and Connecticut. On the 
17th, it leuched Enfield, uii the (/ounecticiit rivir Here 
General Prevost wad kejit a {n isuiier. The troop? were uhli^'ed 
to cross the river at this point; and the march was, in eonse- 
• quencc, greatly delayed. Nevertheless, they arrived in tlie 
evening at their destined quarters in Sufheld. On the lUtli, 
the first divisiuu readied Simsbury ; on the 2Uth, >iew Herford; 
and on the 21.st. Ni.rtolk. 

Hitlierti* tlu' trditps had hi . n (iiartored only in barns. 
Nevertheless, tliey were always well pleased with their quarters 
if (tnly one e'dnpaiiy were put in a barn. Hut it souietimos 
happened that one or two reiriments were phieed in one build- 
ing. In such cases no rest could be obtained by reason of so 
many being huddled together. Notwithstanding, also, that 
certain villages were always designated in advance as quarters 
for the soldiers, the latter seldom found sufficient accommo- 
dations ; and they were obliged, therefore, to avail themselves 
of the farmhouses along the roadside. Thus companies and 
regiments were at times miles aauuder. fiverything, however, 
up to this time had gone on quietly and in good order; and 
the men had withstood cheerfully and with eonrage, their many 
hardships and privations. Nor had there as yet been any 
difficulty between the prisoners and their escort. 

At Norfolk the march b^an to be extremely difficult. It 
was now to be continued over mountains and through the pri- 
meval forests The roads were covered with ice ; a oold wind 
drove the snow and sleet into the faces of the men. The march 
was slow ; and it was impossible to reach the place that had 
been designated as their quarters for the night. The weary 
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troops, therefore, bivouacked in the woods, in the midst of » , 
pelting rain, without straw, wet to the skin. The eountnr was 
very wild. Naked and steep rocks rose up on either aide, and 
foaming watem mahed over precipices and pieees of roek. 
Only the valleys were covered with woods. 

On the 23d, after croBBing the Honaatonic, the troops marched 
to Saliabiirj. Here 17,000 pftper thalers arrived, having been 
Bent on firom Cambridge by General Riedesel. 

Major Hopldna, who had been appointed commiasary by tiie 
Americana, gave nnWersal aatiafaetion. He had aooompanied 
the troops aa &r as Gonnectioat, when he returned to Catn- 
brid^. Brigadier Gknerala Hamilton, Speeht and Gall, aent 
baek by him their reporta to Phillipe and Riedesel. The latter 
saw by these reports that the English had lost fifty men by 
desertion, the Branswiekers thirty and the regiment Heese 
Hanau twenty-three. Eight of the Branswiekers, however, 
Tolontarily returned to their respective companies. 

On tiie 25th. Captain Campbell returned from his mission 
which had proved an entire failtire. General Prescott. to whom 
the captain had applied, returned the curt answer, that ^ he 
could give no money fnm his ftinds to the captured troops, as 
he believed his orders prohibited each a course." Neither 
could any person in New York be found willing to lend money 
for that purpose. 

This iutelli<j:ciice came upon the two generals like a thunder- 
bolt; for tliey liad been expecting hourly Campbell's return 
with a well filled purse. General Kiedesel's ])re(lieauieiit, how- 
ever, was worse than Phillips's, tiince he hadboi iuwed the above 
mentioned 70,000 thalers troui merchants in IJuatou, by promis- 
ing to refund the amount in a few days when he should receive 
funds from Rhode island. There was no little exeiteinent 
among these merchants when thej heard of the failure of 
Captain Campbell's mission, and, with ureal heat, they demanded 
of General liiedesel their money. lie eonfessed to thcni fraukly 
that no money could be expected from Khode island, and that 
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his only hope was now in General Clinton. He further said, 
that all he at present could do, would be to give theui diatts 
ou Germany or Kugiand. At the same time he offered to give 
them his person as security until tlie money was paid. 

But of what use could the general s ptM-son be to the Bostou 
merchants ? They, accordingly, accepted the offer of the drafts. 
There wa5, however, one exception, viz : a merchant from 
Mystic, had lent one thousand <ruineas. This one would 
hear uothmg of a draft. He came with a justice of the peace 
and a constable to Riedesel's (juarters, and demanded in a 
terrible state ot excitement his money, threatening, in caae of a 
refusal, to arrest the general and bring him to trial before 
a civil magistrate. The general (jniotly responded that he was 
unable to offer anything but good dral'tw, and if tlip L'ontleman 
insisted on his arrest, he would have to put up with it. At 
length the merchant, perceiving by the quiet demeanor of 
Riedesel, that nothing could be accomplished by threats, and 
knowing that he would have to bear the expenses of the arrest 
and trial, came to terms and accepted the drafts. 

Oa tiie 5thy t&et a hard march, the trcMiiiB arrived at Sharon. 
Here again, they were forced to cross' steep and high mountains 
along narrow paths where only two men could walk abreast; a 
eireomstance which greatly protracted the march. 

General Washington, who had made Fishkill his head quarters 
at this time, was careful to send to the left of the prisoners a 
few brigades in addition to the regular American escort. This 
he did, partiy through fear that Clinton, in whom he had no 
oonfidenoe, would undertake something in their - £iTor, and 
partly also through fear of the inhabitants, a large number of 
whom he knew to be still loyal to the king. Kor was his fear 
r^rdtng Clinton without foundation; for the latter had 
already sent a few frigates, manned with land troops, up the 
riyer. The plan was to foree the passage of the narrows, in the 
highlands, and then attaek the post at Peekskill, by which it 
was thought that the prisoners night be rescued, or at least an 
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oppoHnnitj afforded some of tbem to escape. But the many 
fortiiicatiotia among the highlanda rendered the peasage of the 
narrows impossible, and the expedition &iled. NeyerthelesB, a 
few hundred English soldiers succeeded in making their escape 
and reaching the ships. 

Upon their arriTsl at Sharon the troops were close to the 
Connecticut boundary line. They bivouacked in the woods 
close to the Nine Partners. 

The writer i of the journali so often quoted in this work, gives 
a short description of the spirit of the province at this period. 
It may, perhaps, be of interest to quote here from his pen ss 
those states mentioned by him have sinoe progressed more rapidly 
in culture and population than any of theothers. The joumalsays : 

'*In traveling through the different provinces of North Ame- 
rica, one cannot help noticing the difference which exists betweeu 
than. One sees in a moment the genius of the inhabitants in 
their mode of liviug and culture. Thus, in the province of 
Massachusetts bay, the inclination of the people is for commerce, 
navigation and the military art. The numerous Europeans, who 
daily visit the harbor of Boston for the purpose of trading, have 
introduced, besides the new fashicnw uid extravagance in dress, 
a sort of luxurious and idle life. Consequently, agriculture, as 
a general thing, is poorly attended to. The greatw portion, 
abo, of the inhabitants in the rural districts, either carry on a 
smaU store or keep taverns, whereby they make a livelihood 
without much trouble. It is otily at uew country seats, 
built by a few wealthy Engligliineu abuut thirty years aLa>, tliat 
apiculture ami liortit-ulture is properly attended to. The uative,- 
gets along with ludian corn, cabl>age. potatoes and fruit, all of 
which tlu; rich soil produces without much trouble on his part. 
It would, therefore, not be difficult for the iuhabitautd to raise 
much cattle ; but as it is, they get along with salt pork, the 
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animals from which this is made, growing up at large in the 
woods. Mauj horses are raised, the breed of which could be 
greatly improved. The men aud women are generally well 
formed and of i:(»od trrowth. but the beautv of the latter is of 
short duration Tliev irrow old very early and become homely. 
The popuhilioii is lur^*-, but not many old ptiople are to be seen. 
Most of the males have a stroiitr passion for strong drinks, 
espeeiriUy rum aud other aleoludie Itevcratrei^. The females of 
all ciasses are well educated, ami ean all writ«*. All are fotid of 
dress, and are dressed up every day, even the women of the lower 
classes. They ride very well on horw^back ; love music and 
dancing; but hardly ever work. The man has to du the house- 
"work, and wait upon his lady. The women love to domineer, 
and the spirit ed" rebellion i.«> more deeply ro<tt»'d in their hearts, 
than in th<ts<' nf the men. Besides the taste for commerce, 
the New Eugluuder has considerable talent for the military art. 
Industry, they have little to do with, although a few good me- 
chanics are found among them, especially hatters, tanners, 
saddlers, etc. The great fault with them is, that he who has 
aaved » little by his trade, starts either a small store, or seeks a 
position of military honor. In their own houses they are cleanly. 

" The inhabitants of the province cd' Oonnecticut are much more 
indnatrim and diligent. The women drws more modestly, and 
are good honBekeepen. Agriculture flourishes, and the breed- 
ing of oatde is a source to them of great wealth. The manu- 
fixture of linen and woolen goods is as jet in its infiuaoj. The 
weaving loom is the pastime of the women, even among those 
who consider themselves of rank ; and the man of the house 
considers it an honor to wear cloth that has been made on his 
farm. Connecticut furnishes cattle and corn to the American 
army. The spirit of the inhabitants is less military than that 
of Massaehnsetto bay ; bat the theatre of war being near their 
lines they are carrried away, notwithstanding they love pea(^ 
and hbor rather than war. Many are loyal, and are therefore 
exposed to the peneoationa of the others. 
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"In the district of New York, ihrough wHioK we pasBed, are 
many IkmUies of HoUandeni; also many GermaiiB. The most 
of the inliabitaiita are tones. Many avow thie openly, and 
many are therefore fugitives. The American army being in the 
heart of the proTince, their hands are tied; otherwise, it is believed 
that the royalists would be in tihe majority. During the march 
of our troops through this province, many offered to lead 
parties. of forty or fifty of onr men safoly through the woods to 
the army of General Clinton ; bnt the honor and l^e parole of our 
officers would not permit this. The eonntry, once so beautifiil 
and flourishing, was entirely dnuned of its resources, and the 
inhabitants could speak of nothing but the abundance and the 
happiuess they had enjoyed previous to this desolating war. 
Numbers of tories have joined the disaflFected, who reside in 
Canada, and have made so much uproar in tlic colonics. Most 
of the English inhabitant^i are great rebels, but their number is 
not in the majority lu the diBtrict through which we have 
passed." 

The first division t<jok up their quarters on the 27th of No- 
vember at ]3eekmaa 8, having passed that day a village in the 
middle of a forest. 

On the 28th oi November, Greneral Hiedesel and family started 
from Cambridge in two carriages. Himself and family rode in 
one, and his servants in the other, which served also for a bag- 
gage wagon. G-eneral Phillips remained a few days longer. 
General Gates, who had aucceedcd Ileath in the cummuud at 
Boston, by his customary friendly demeanor, made the few 
remaining days of KicdcselV «fay very pleasant. It seemed as 
if he wished to neutralize the unpleasant conduct of his pre- 
decessor. In fact, there is n^* fpicstion that if this brave man 
had made his appearance sooner m Boston, much trouble would 
have been spared to the general, as well as much sufiering to 
the troops. 

Gat^is did all in his power to make the journey for Riedesol 
and his iamily as comfortable as possible. He sent with them, 
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as an eaoort^ Colonel Troup, witli orden to aoeompanj the 
tntTeleffl as &r as the proTince of Jeney, and procnre fbr them 
the best of proTuions, hones, qaartera, ete. ; in short eroTthing 
diat was neeeaflBij for their eomfort. He even went so ftr as to 
giro Biedesel Jetters to inflnential persons who resided m ihoae 
seetions of the oonntry where it would be diffionlt to obtain good 
lodgings. Thus, the Ameriean and Oerman generals parted in 
the most eordial manner. 

On the 28th, the troops arrived at Fishkill, the head quarters^ 
at tills time, of General Washington. Speaking of the latter, 
the journal says : " General Washington saw all our diyisious 
and treated our officers with great politeness. All thi^ can 
possibly be said against this man is, pity is it, that a man of his 
character and talents should be a rebel against his king." 

On the 2!>th, the English troops wore ferried across the 
Hudson in the midst of a severe storm; nor was it until the 
third day tliat tlie passage was entirely accomplished. After 
the English troops had crossed, they waited fnr the Germans 
to follow them over the river. At Fishkill. the officers received 
sufficient forapre money for one hundred and sixty-five days, and 
the soldiers stockings and slioes. This caused uni\criNil joy. 
The^e articles had been sent by Clinton directly by way of 
\^'a^hiJlgton'8 head quarters, as he felt sure from that general's 
character that the troops would receive tlicin. 

The BruDswiokera lost during this month Ulty men by de> 
sertion. 

On the 1st of December, the first and second German divisions 
were conveyed across the river to Newburgh. The same day 
the third German division also arrived at Fishkill. General 
Washington was now more than usually vigilant, hearing, as 
mentioned above, that Clinton would make a diveision in favor 
of the prisoners. 

As soon as all the troops had crossed, the American general 
in chief changed his head quarters to the Raritan river in the 
provinoe of New Jeraej; and the Marquise de La&jette, who 
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up to IlliB time bad been witb Wasbington, went to Boston. On 
bis journey be met Biedeiel's miKtarj and personal fjeuuilj at 
Hartford, wbere tbe trayeleia bad baited a day for rest. Bied- 
eeel, wbo had arrived in advance of tbe otbers, and was 

occupying the only good tavern in the place, invited tbe 
marquise and his escort to dinner, knowing that the French- 
man loved a good table. He accepted the invitation and during 
the meal appeared very amiable aud friendly. The conversation 
being carried uu only iu French, the Amerieuu officers of Lafay- 
ette's staff who were present, not understanding that language, 
expressed by their looks great dissat isfaction — thinking perhaps, 
that. Kiedcsel was endeavoring to make a proselyte of the French 
general.^ The latter spoke in hifj,h teruiti of Enj^land. especially 
of the kindness of the king as manifested toward him during his 
Stay iu that country. Upon this Mrs. Riedesel could not let slip 
the opportunity of making a few sly remarks upon the fact that 
while, according to his own confession, he was the recipient of 
kind attenticius from the king, he was about offering his 
services t<j his majesty's enemies. This attack of his fair 
hostesa embarrassed the otherwise versatile Frenchman not a 
little. Indeed, befori; his departure from EnL-^laud for America, 
ho wa« accused of beinfi- a spy. The ./ / states that Lafay- 
ette fell iu with Riedesel purposely on this journey. Speaking 
of the former, it says : " Besides his manly, physical beauty, he 
possesses the politeness of a Frenchman of high birth. In 
modeisty he outdoes his nation, thereby proving still more his 
noble lineage.'^ 

On the 2d of December, the first G-erman divisir)n inarched 
to Otter hill aud Goshon-town j and oti the 3d, by the way of 
Florida to Warwick, the last town in the province of New York. 
On the 4th, they crossed the line and halted for the night at 
Hardy's town in Jersey. On the 5th, they reached Sussex 
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oourt hoiue; and on the 6th, Endeayor, where they were 
obliged to remam until the 9thy while waiting for teams. On 
this day, they again started and marched as far as Haket'a 
town. On the 10th they were at Changewater; on the 11th, 
at Pittstown; and on the 12th, at Everit, on the l>elaware. 
That river forma at this point, the boundary line between the 
proyinees of Jersey and Peuusylvania. 

Hitherto the roads had been bad beyond all description, often, 
indeed, almost impassable. In the best of weather they were 
miserable, bnt now they had been rendered a hundred times 
worse by the continual rain and snow. The shoes of the sol- 
diers frequently stuck &st in the mud, rendering marching 
extremely difficult. General Riedesel did his beat to come up 
with the troops, but wjis unsuccessful. The greatest trouble 
was experienced in raising:! sufVicieut quantity of horses, Mrs, 
liicdesel. with her eliiMrcn, wjis iu constant danger; and the 
Englitsii adjutant. Kdinonston, ofton disuiouoted tu assist her 
servants iu preventing the carriage from being upset. 

On the I3th of December, the travelers arrived at Fishkill; 
and notwithstanding the exertions of tlic AnK rican commander, 
Major Douglass, to collect the needed uuuiber of horses, they 
were forced to remain liere until the 18th. The sninc cxperi- 
QViw. also attended ( Jeneral Phillips, who had started from Cam- 
bridge on tlie Ist oi" December with the intention of catching 
up with liiedesei. (joionel Troup being obliged to return in 
a few days to Ui>ston, Kiedesel reijuest^d Washington to send 
him unotlier officer in place of tlie colonel. 

On the same day (the 13th), the hrst of the German troops 
crossed the Tokikeu river, and halted at Blamstedt in Bank's 
county, Penn. On the 14th, they reached Montgomery in 
Philadelphia county, and on the 15th, New Providence. On 
the 16th, they crossed the Schuykill, near Downing town, to 
Valley Forge. Plere a few days of rest were given them. 

On the 17th, the march was continued to Salisbury ; thence, on 
the 19th, across the Brandywine to Xieekok township; thence 
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acroBB the CaooBtoga river to Lanoaster, where, on tbe 20th, 
they had another day of rest. On the 21st, the march was 
oontiDoed to Hampton, and on the 22d, the Susquehanna was 
eroseed near Wigbt B ferry, and quarters taken for the night 
at YorktowTi. On the 23d, McAllister town (Hanover) was 
reached, where the 24th was spent as a day of rest. The 
found thcni at Pater-Little, the last t^wn in Jersey. On the 
2Gtli. tlie boundary wa^ pa8t»ed and the troops quartered at 
Tawucy town. 

The Journui thus speaks of these two states : •• Tlie province 
of Jersey is, as a whole, populous and Jis well cultivatijd as that 
portiuu of New York through which we passed. A great luauy 
Irishmen have settled here, whose natural abilities are pretty fair, 
though they do not equal tlie (lernians in economy and in the 
cultivation of the soil. Nor do they by any means come up to the 
Herrenhiitcrs, who. f*irty years since, settled a few places, among 
which is Bethleliem, on the line of Jersey and I'euiisylvania. 
Occasionally one sees beautiful settlements belon*!:in<2: to the 
quakers. 8o far as we have had an opportunity of judgiu<; the 
sentiments of the people, we should say that. i>erliap8. not one- 
fiflh of them are loyal to the cause of the king. The inhabit- 
ants of this province are very likely in fear of the stronger 
party, the army being quartered among them. Many have left 
their property and enlisted in the royal army. 

" The state of Pennsylvania may be said to be as well culti- ' 
vated and populated as the best German province. Besides 
her chief city Philadelphia, it has many huge and beautiful 
cities, and is the com magazine for the middle provinces of 
North America. Inasmnch also as it has been made rich by 
industry, its prosperity is an honor to the German nation. 
The raising of cattle is extensively carried on. Accordingly, 
Pennsylvania furnishes most of the teams for t^e army. It 
has very good linen and woolen factories. In the manufacture 
of linen and leather, the inhabitants are independent of Europe. 
There is, however, as yet, a want of dye-houses. The inhabit- 
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ante are peaceable and temperate, aod have a great likiag for 
agriculture and mecbanioal trades. This latter fact may, per- 
bape, be owing to the priaciples of the different religioiu aeota. 
The Qiukor, for instance, is not allowed to go to war, unless he 
renounces his doctrine. The same is true of the Denkera or 
Anabaptists. The province is full of these two sects. The 
Reformed Dutch and the Lutherans are the only ones who can 
be had for militia. The others, howcTer, are obliged to pay a 
fine. The inhabitants of both sexes are not as good looking, 
nor of as pretty a form as those of New England. The royal 
party ib strong, bat their opposition to the whigs is of not much 
account, as their religion forbids their acting in a hostile man- 
ner. Onr troops were received in some of their houses far too 
well, as we knew to our sorrow/* • 

On the 27th, the first division crossed the large and small 
Beuipaip cret k, and were ijujirtt ird at Beuipaip Ilunnert. On 
the 29th they crossed the Manakessi river and reached Frede- 
rick's town. Oil the 30th, they arrived at Charlestown. near 
the I'otomac. This river forms at this place the buundai v line 
between Maryland and Virginia. Speaking of the former, the 
Journal says : 

" Marylan(l, as far as r«'LMrd.-j cultivation, is very similar in 
appearance to Pennsylvania, although it ib far Ix hin 1 the latter. 
Th(^ ciinntry on the Potomac is heantiful and fertile. The 
(jernians and Eut:lish arc here aliout in th»» same proportion. 
There are, perhaps, a few tin ies? in the province, but tin y are 
not allowed to manifrst their feeling openly. Frederick's 
town is a pleasant inland city.** 

On Xew Year's eve, 1778. the (tcrnian troops first stepped 
on Xa\ the soil of Virginia, a country whit li had been described 
by tlie people arnnnd Boston as a real El Dorado. The soldiers 
crossed the Potomac near Knowland's ferry and bivouacked 
during the night in the woods in London county. Here they 
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remained oTer New Year's daj, for tbe pnrpoae of reooreriiig 
from their fatigae. Here Germany's sons laid in the woods, 
wet and oold, in enow afiwt deep, with a gloomy future in 
store for them. PerhapB, eaoh of them thought of his h<Mue in 
the distant fatherland, of dear relations and friends, of the 
days of his boyhood, and of the joys of former New Year's 
nights, passed, never to return. The tires whieh were ki pt 
going with green wood emitted scarcely any warmth. All was 
oold and cheerless. In that dreary priincYal forest, nanght 
was heard save the disiual inuaiiiug of the wind among the old 
tree tops ; and while some laid on the snow covered ground to 
rest their tired ami aching limhs, others meditated i^adly be- 
sides tlie caiiip tires. In this manner the Germans spent the 
New Year's ulght in the wilds of North America. 

On the 2d of January, 1771>. the fir^^ division reuclicd the 
little hamlet ol" Leesburgh, where the tro<»p8 were miserably 
quartered in barns and in the cabins of the negro slavc-^, bo- 
longing to a planter. On the Hd. the division cross* *! (iuoae 
CTef»k and bivouacked in I.tirester. On the 4tb. it \vf«» 
quarteifd near a tavern, called |{(>ad's house, in Kinu \\ '\\- 
liiuu's county. On the 5th, it reached Fouqaier court house, 
in the same county. 

On the 7th, the same division crossed the Kappahanock in 
Culpepper county ; and, on the 8th, Culpepper court house. 
On the 9th. the arm of the above named river was likewise 
crossed, the troops remaining that night in the sjtme county. 
The Robertson river was reached on the 10th, and crossed on 
the 11th, the men arriving the same evening at Orange court 
house. During the night there was a heavy frost, an occur- 
rence which seldom happens in these southern parts. The 
12th, was passed in this county, and by the IHth, Aibermarle 
county was entered. On the l-lth, the division crossed the 
James to Charlottesville; and, on the 15th of January, reached 
their place of destination. The barracks were not yet com- 
pleted. The foundation, it is true, was laid, but the snow had 



Digrtized by Google 



IV TBE AMBBIOAir MEVOLUTIOK. 



63 



Mattered the workmen ; and the troope, on tlieir arriTal, beheld 
nothing hot a hillj surface coyered with mow. This was the 
firat pictnie that greeted their vision in this greadj praised 
eountiyt 

We left General Riedeeel and his family at Fishkill. Dttring 
this jonrneyhe experienced mnch that was disagrsable, and 
suiTered many wrongs tarn the tnhahitanti who were to a man, 
in £iror of " the cause of freedom." Some of them soaroely 
would grant a shelter to the weary travelers, eren when extreme 
fatigue prevented them going a step further, and it wonld have 
been still worse for them, had not Madame Riedesel been in 
the party. By her eloquence and patience, she knew hgw to 
move these obdurate people. 

The passage across the Hudson in a miserable skiff in the 
midst of stwmy weather, was attended with extreme danger ; 
and competent Judges, who aflerward heard of it, could scarcely 
underatand how it was that it had been so successfully accom- 
plished J The river having been safely crossed, the perty 
continued their journey as far as the residence of an American 
colonel, by the name of Horbom,*' to whom Riedesel had a 
letter from Gates. They were received by him in a most 
friendly manner, notwithstanding he was a great enemy to the 
royalists, as well as a very blunt man. 

The ihet that General Riedesel did not arrive at Lancaster 
on the 19th of Deceuiber, with the tnwps, was. perhaps, a most 
fortunate circumatanee ; for the inhahitantt* were so enraged 
against hini, that extreme measures might have been provoked 
by his pres<Mi( r. Among the many silly reports which were 
eirenlat^-d ami lu licvud in these (.xeitable times by tlie people 
ui Laiica^^tcr, wa.s one \a\ the effect that the city of Lancaster, 
aud the surrounding country had been presented to the German 
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general, bj tbe king of EngUnd, snd that the general wonld 
Boon arriye with hia troopa to take poeaession. The excitement 
was, therefore, great when the Oerman troopa arrived \ but aa 
aoon aa the American officers on the escort, explained the true 
position of affoirs, and the pitiable condition of the troops was 
seen, many a good citiun of Lancaster wondered how he conld 
have given eredenoe to such a ridieulons rumor. ^ 

Snow had already fallen to auch a depth that the carriages 
of the generars party could scarcely move. The coachmen, at 
times, were obliged to take the horses from the vehicles, and, 
with the officers who escorted the family, ride on in advance, 
to break a ruuJ. The provi8i«>u8 were exhausted ; and very 
olccu not a particle of food could be had of the evilly disposed 
inhabitants even for money. Mrs. Hiedesel .ind her children 
actually suffered from sheer want, ami tlii?.. notwithstanding 
her husbaml and his officers «lt'|>i ivt;d tlienist K cs of everything, 
that the wonu'u and tliildrm might be pruvidud lor. Captain 
Edmonston, \s hn out of love tor the children, had accompanied 
the party, would ofTt'n ride to the huts, which were a little off 
the road, and beg provisif»ns of the inhabitjint^ ; l>ut he i:ene- 
rally returned from a b'»otl(\s.s niis.><ion. Tln' people either 
answered very curtly, that they had nothing themselves. <ir else 
said plainly, that they had no provisions for a royalist. One 
woman, who w;u«5 a thoroni[i:li republican, said on one occasion 
in the presenee <d" the Madame Hiedesel and her children who 
were weeping and trembling from cold and hunger, that it 
would be the greatest pleasure for her to see thorn perish before 
her eyes. And yet all these insults were borne by this noble 
woman with admirable resignation ; and her eloquence finally 
Snoeeeded in soflening the heart of this virago so far that, after 
a few hours, she offered to her everything that she had in her 
house and cellar. 



> Lancaster, at this period, was one of the inoHt important citieH of America. It 
anmbeted about nine hiwdred honies.— JITote to oHgUuO, 
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Soon lifter crossing the Ihi(ls*on. General iliedesel. with a 
few of Lis adjuiauts. Iff't liis tamily. in order to overtake his 
troops. It ib uot kn(»wn (lofiuiiely whore he mot them, or, 
indeed, if he overtook them at all, (_)nly this much is known 
to a certainty, viz : that the ^H iieral waited for his family at 
Oolle, which is distant about two huurs from Charlottesville. 
Hero he had hired a house, which he was occupying; when Mrs. 
liiedesel and the children joined him about the middle of 
February. The party had been twelve weeks on their way, 
had crossed six states, and had journeyed six hundred and 
seventy-eight miles. The house, hired by Kiedesel at ('olio 
belonged to an Italian, who, a few weeks later, moved out of it, 
leaving it, together with a nice little garden, to liiedeael and his 
fiunily. 

The troops, as already mentioned, found the barracks un- 
finished, but receiTod the material, already partly prepared, 
together wfth the necessary tools. There was, therefore, no- 
thing left for them but to go to work, which they did with a 
will. They worked so diligently that in a short time a little 
board city, with regular streets, was built. It had been confi- 
dently expected by the troops, that ample provision would be 
made for supplies upon their arrival. On the contrary, how- 
ever, they suffered from actual want, as it was found that the 
meat, which had been stored in anticipation of their arrival, 
was all spoiled. This meat, according to the custom of the 
country, was kepi in holes dug in the ground. But the pits 
not being sufficiently deep, the meat composing the upper 
layers was rotten, and of course entirely unfit for use. IHre 
want, howevw, compelled the men to preserve those portions 
that were partially decomposed, hy washing and smoking them. 
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1779. 

In tbe preceding chapter it hfts been seen that this year, also 
commenced inauspiciously for the captured troops. The last, 
hope of deliverance, which had buoyed them up during their 
weary iiiarcli. had now vanished. The expectation of a partial 
amelioration in their condition, especially in regard to shelter 
and fodd. liad eomc to nought. In their present (juarters cvery- 
tliing- \v:u> even worse than it hud been at Winter hill. They 
had now come, indeed, into a foreign land. 'J'hey had ti> become 
acquainted with the customs and ways of the mliabit^uto. They 
had. also, ii) beeitnie acclimated. The country, with the excep- 
tion (it tliobe purtioiits near the swamps, and some sections in the 
vicinity of the coast, was generally healthy. But the heat during 
summer was very great. The temperature chaugets quickly; 
and violent thunder storms characterize the southern climate. 
The troops found fewer populous cities, less cultivated land and 
a smaller number of artificial roadsj. The rich planters had 
divided among themselves the fertile soil, which they generally 
allowed to lie untilled. They spent their lives in effeminate 
leisure, while their uegro slaves were forced to raise tobacco 
and maize under the lash of a hard hearted overseer Outside 
of the few cities there were only masters and slaves j for even 
to this day Virginia belongs to the slave states, and has main- 
tained her prerogatives in regard to man selling. Thus, Vir- 
ginia, of all the states in Xorth America, has kept her old insti- 
tutions the most intact. ^ The customs of the grandparents were 
inherited by the grandsons without alteration. The plantations 
of the rich planters were the same then as now, notwithstanding 
the present views of fifeedom. The villages consisted of miserable 
huts inhabited by negroes. The baros and wagon houses which 
took up considerable space, and the rich lands and woods, reach- 
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ing as fiur as the eye eould reach, belonged to only one lord, whose 
sole care -waa to amass more riches by the sweat of his negroes, 
in order to cztond his boundariea yet farther — the influence 
of the planter being measured by the extent of his poitsessions. 

GChe manner in which the troops lived, ah^o, wa« now alto- 
gether different from that to which they had been hitlarto 
acOQStomed. Animal food and maize were chiefly used ; vege- 
tables were scarcely known. For drink, tin y liad siour cider, 
whisky, and a kind of sweet beer, prepared IVmio the fruit of 
tlie (lio.spyrus. Tlu; neirro. like tlie cattle, was fed on maize. 
WLutever else the lord and his family needed, was bought in 
other parts of the country with his good ' money.^ 

J l cam, therefure. be e;wily iiuagiucii that under such circum- 
stanccH very little could 1)0 had for the troops, and that little ouly 
at enormous prices. The sad eondition of the men wa^j a source 
of great sorrow to treneruls Phillips and Riedesel ; and yet 
notiiing whatever could be done, but io comfort the poor sol- 
diers with the prospect of a better future. This was certainly 
no eaSy matter, after their many previous disappoiutuieuts. 
Still, the generals did all in their power to encourage thera. 
Thu.s. General Phillips, before reaching the troops, issued the 
two following orders : 

"Order op General Phillips. No. I. 

" Gborobtown, February 12, 1779. 

General Phillips informs the troops that he intends soon to 
join them, and that he will make e7ery effort to render their 

1 The MUM In wMeh the mectlTB " (ood Ib here used, 1b not quite dear. Per- 
haps, it is mmnt to (li^tlngulBh gold and lilTorfh}!!] pai)er or contincnta) money. 

^ The ^Tcat pa^Hloii for oxtravasrHnce amoiifr tho Viry:iulaii ladies at that day, ia 
meutioued by coutempuniry writori« ait bviug uio»t exliaorditiary. Schoff says tbat 
wben he ttamded In Vbglnln, In 1780, he stopped one dajat a planter** home wUeh 
wa? a mopt wretched aflhir. Tt Ava.« a kliui of log houi»e without glass windows, and 
with evciythiog else to correspond. But the lady of the boiuie, who reoeivod him, 
w»a dnaeed in ellk and vdvet, and wore a bonnet trimmed witb feathers ; n^vea, 
plentr of jeweliT, etc.^ JVM* t9 crtgtnaL 
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snd Htay as eomfortalilo an p<)f»sible. Tlio shijts with the \ini- 
1(. l itis fire on their way ; and all rither artiele» conducive to the 
coiiitm t (if the troops Bhall l»e pr<K-urotl very soon. Money will 
arrive at the same time with the baggage. 

" General Phillips dcBires nothing so much as to be ablf to 
give the troops good news in re^rd to their speedy exchange ; 
but all the trouble that the eommissioncrs have taken to bring 
this about, has. np to this time, proved firuitlofts. Hub excellency , 
Gleneral Clinton, has made several propositions to congress, but 
thej have all been rejected. Ooneral Phillips, also, has sub- 
mitted propositions to General Washinprtrm. having reference 
to the same object, but they likewise have been rejeeted. It 
seems as if the Amerioans intended to separate the officers from 
the troops, but we cannot allow this without forfeiting our honor. 
We must) therefore, patiently bear our misfortunes a little longer. 
On the arrival of General FhilUps, the ivoceedings of the com- 
missioneTS in relation to the exchanged irill be published to 
the troops. 

Phillips, Major Qeneftd/' 

Eight days later, the foliovring order was issued : 

" Order of Gensbal Phillips. No. 11. 

" Fbbdxrickbbttrg, Febrwuy 20, 1779." 

" General Fhfllips peroeiTce with sadness, in the reports of 
General Riedesel and Colonel Hfll, the sorrowful situation of 
the troops, and promises to relieve their miserable situation as 
speedily as possible. His duty alone oblige him already to take 
part with the troops under all circumstances; but this duty is 
doubled by the extraordinary good behavior of the troops 
during the severe march of the past winter, and makes it the 
more binding upon him to do everything poselble for their 
comfort. 

" The anny of brave English and German veterans, who, wilih 
so much endurance, have withstood the difficulties of so long a 
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maroli, snd the still greater misfortunes of their present ntaft- 
tion, may be assured that this example of honor and faithfulness 

to the king will always be remembered with praise and high 
consideration. General Phillips will not fail to report tlil?> con- 
duct of tlie troops to General Clinton, who will anuouuoe their 
meritorious behavior to the king himself 

Phillips, Major General/' 

The increasin** Hc»rcity of nioticy was the cause of paper 
money beiiifr finally issued to the troops. The paymasters of 
the different reginients accordingly met on the Ist of March at 
Charlottesville, and oonferred with the EDglish paymaster, 
General Geddes. 

Warm weather came on very early. The trees were in blos- 
som by the middle of February. General Riedei^cl determined 
that now, at least, his family should have plenty to eat. Ac- 
cordingly, having hired the house of the Italian, and the garden 
belonging to it, he planted the latter — and other ground also — 
with T^jetables. The seeds he procured from various places. He 
encouraged his men, also, to practice hortioultuiie, giving them 
seeds for this purpose. Soon tliere was to be seen a little garden 
Biinonndingeach barrack ; and here and there a fenced inclosure 
in wMcK were kept chickens and other fowl. This afforded 
amusement to the soldiers, and broke up, somewhat, the mo- 
notony of their inactivity. By this means, also, they obtained, 
at a cenq^arattTely eheap rate, yegetables 6i which they had 
bitherto been deprived. 

The dwelling house proving too small for Biedesel's fiunily 
and £riends, he bdlt a log house, in the centre of which was a 
kind of hall with two rooms on either side. The furniture was 
adapted to the house ; for the chairs eonmsted of blocks of wood 
and the tables of Ixxuds kid across the chairs. A stable for 
the horses and a carriage house were also built in the same, 
manner. Adjoining the house was a fenced garden in which 
the general loved to employ himself. Besides this, he bought' 
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COWB, pigs, chickens and otiher domestio animals, so tliat the 
general appearance was more like a farm than the habitation of 
a general. Having many at his table, he had an ox and two 
pigs killed every fortnight. Besides his own family, he had 
daily at his table Captains Yon Pollnits, Gerlaeh, Willoe and 
Geismar, Lieutenants Oleve and Freeman,^ and Chaplain My- 
Kns. In addition to these, he freqnently invited oiher officers to 
dinner, both German and English. General Phillips was a daily 
guest. The negroes oocasionally brought in fowls, fmit, or a few 
vegetables, and small farmers also came with butter, eggs, etc. 
In this manner the most necesBary provisions were obtained. 

In June of this year, Biedesel came very near losing his life. 
One day he went out of doors in the heat of the sun, having 
neglected to cover his head. A few moments after, he fell to 
the ground apparency lifeless. Upon being brought to, he 
stated that he was just on the point of returning into the 
house, when he fell senseless. He had been sunstruck. ThiSi 
in most cases, provra fatal; and in the present instance, it would 
have proved fatal, had not speedy assistance been at hand. The 
&ot^ moreover, that it was at hand was due to the merest chance. 

This accident, together with the continued heat, greatly 
increased Eiedesers ill health. His nervousness, tightness of 
the chest, and sleeplessness increased more and more. He 
was now always sad and irritable; and it was fortunate fer 
him that he had his carefol wife as nurse. The physicians 
advised him to go to Frederick's spring in Virginia, re- 
cnved permission from congress to do so; and, in company 
with his family, his adjutant,- Captain Geismar, Lieutenants 

iThe nine wlw draw Ihe maps of the aetloiis et Freanuui^ft ftm and Bemli*! 

heightB, copies of which lllnptrntc this work. 

* The Euglieli adjutant, Edmonstonc, wbo had bcoa so fitithftil to Riedesel, had 
telt ehort time prerlonaly tor Nwr Yortc to "be exchenged, BledeMl gave Um « 
letter of NOommendation to the adjutaut of Wasbiugton, Colonel Henry, with whom 
he was well acquainted, and whom he requested, in the letter, to assiet the KngHeh 
oflictir Oil his Journey as soon as possible. Before the outbreak of the North Ame* 
rican irar, BdmeMtone had bean m member of the Collcgliim OaioUnnm at Brane- 
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Frooiiian aiiJ Tlove and a tow >crvante he startt'<l for that plnee, 
taking with him as his medical attendant, the regimeatftl doctor, 
Bause. 

At this both Kicdcsel and his wifi- fnrnnMl Sdiiio ploa^aut 
acquaintances, and among otherr*. that i.f WashinL'tuu'j* I'auiily. 
It is a pity that INfrs. Kiodest l. in her intorotiiiL' h«M>k. docs 
not say anything concerning the latter. She mentions some 
of their cousins whose acquaintance she also made ; and it 
may therefore, naturally be prcsutned that this aoqiiaiiitance 
did not extead beyond the liiuite of the oommon fomiB of 
poUteneas. 

It was fortunate that Madame Riedesel did not lose courage 
under all these difficulties. She was thus enabled to alleviate 
the sufferings of her husband, besides, gainiag many friends. 
Captain Geumar would oeoasioually aceompany her with the 
yiolin. At Ruch times she would sing a merry song, to the 
great delight of her husband who was very fond of music. 

While at Frederick's spring, Riedesel received the joyful 
inteUigence that both he and Phillips had received permiseinn 
to go to New York with their adjutants. Some time previously 
the two generals had asked for this permission, believiriL' that 
their prospects for an exchange would bo much better in New 
York than in Virginia. Riedesel, aooordingly, returned to CoUe 
on the &th of September, to arrange mattera with his troops 
and at his house, before his departure. He wished, also, to 
sell his ftimitura. The house whieh he had put np, hut which 
had not, as yet been occupied, cost him one hundred guineas. 
Mrs. Riedesel remained for a short time bnger at Frederick's 
spring, it hsTing been agreed between herself and husband to 
meet each other at Yorktown, in Pennsylyania.! 



* Ihike Bendkwilt of Wetaur, wlio tnvded tbxon$g^ tiie North American Rtstes, 

▼isited the spot where this block house of Ricdei*cl had formerly stood. Ti \v us ai: 
nm iilt hated hill upon which stood some pines which TJiedcscl had plaiitt-d. The 
duke took a few twigH to the eon of the general, as a memento uf hie lather's cap- 
tivity. 
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Befi>ro going to Frederick's spring, Riedesel had made speeial 
eifortB to arrange some matters in whioli lie was Teiy mueli 
interested. Congress was continnally endeavoring to separate 
the offioen as mnoh as possible from 'their troops, and the 
^rmer had aeeordinglj been quartered at Richmond. Congress, 
by this conduct, oonid have had no other motive, bnt to depriye 
the captured soldiers of the supervuion, and thns facilitate and 
enoonrage deserdon. Biedesd was, therefore, anxious to have 
these orders of congress partially, if not entirely revoked. His 
remonstrances, however, were of no avail. Congress not oulj 
paid no heed to his snppHcatbns, bnt sent the Bmnswiek 
officers firom Bidimond, stfll fhrther into die eonntxy. Biedesel 
then appealed to General Harvy, at that time commanding at 
Bidfatmond, and by whose orders the officers were to leave the 
oify. General Harvy returned a very civil reply to the efiect 
that as there was considerable ammunition in Richmond, any 
one evilly disposed, especially a servant, mi^ht do a great deal 
of damage. But the main reason which he gave for his course, 
was, that the populace of Richmond were very much prejudiced 
against the officers, and tliat evil cou8e(j[uences might be the 
result if they remained in the city. 

Meanwhile, the baggage from Canada arrived at Richmond. 
It was intended to have sent this at ouce over to the officers' 
camp. The latter's suddeu departure, however, prevented its 
immediate delivery. On the 7th of June, Riedesel wrote to 
Phillips requesting perini-v^sf fi \f^ send :i few officers to liioh- 
moud, to take care of the baggage. In tins letter, the necessity 
for such a course, in view of the soldiers having no clothing 
and the officers not bcinr; in a much better condition, was 
strongly presented. In reply, Oreneral Phillips granted per- 
mission for one officer from each regiment, and a sufficient 
number of uoucommissioned officers, to proceed to Richmond 
for that purpose. The officers ordered upon this service were 
Captain Gerlueh, five quarter masters and one dragoon from 
the Brnnswickers, and one officer and one noncommissioned 
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officer of the artillery from the Hesee Hanau divibion. I jion 
their arrival at Richuioud the b.igjjage was given up, but they 
themselves were awf ully cheated by the inhabitants, several of 
the noncoDiniissioned officers huvlng to pay two thalers for a 
miserable bed and pour board. In his report, Riedesel com- 
plained of this treatment to Phillijm. and requcst<>d him t<j ask 
the United States government to allow a certain amount lor 
the board of these officers, who had been detached for this 
service, as had been customary while they were in New England. 
But besides all these vexations, the lonir expectod bapr^rafre was 
itself in a bad condition ; a large portion of it In ing either 
missing or spoiled. Tlie iulantry and artillery regiments of 
Hesse Ilanau were in a bad predicament. The new clothing 
for the troops had been sent from Uauau almost two years 
before, and had not yet arrived. The men were, therefore, all 
in rags. And to put finishing blow to their hopes, when 
the baggage finally arrived from Canada, it was found that 
but a small portion of the clothing had c(»ne, that which had 
arrived bemg so damaged as not to be fit to use. There were 
in this eoimtiy very few hotels and tayems ; and, those travelers 
who were so unfortunate as to be caught over night in the 
oonntry, were obliged to throw themselves upon the hospitality 
of a planter or a white settler, either of whom generally eharged 
ezorbitsntly. 

Upon BiedeseFs departure from Frederiok's spring, from 
whieh, by the way, he reoeiyed no benefit (the warm baths only 
exciting his nerrons system to the great detriment of his health 
'hj depriying him of sleep), he gave his oommand dnring his 
nbsenee to Brigadier General Speeht. At the same time he 
dispatehed his adjutant, Gleve, to Fhillips, to arrange several 
matters relating to the exehange. This httter mission was 
performed ss secretly as possible, as no reUanoe oonld be placed 
on the Ameriean oonniiissiooer, WilHehen, who was with the 
troops, and who, being of a maliguaait and deoeitfol oharaeter, 
might postpone the whole afbir. After arranging his a&iis 
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in Golle, and doing ererything in his power for the eomfortof 
his men at Charlottesville, Iliedesel started on his journey 
with thu intention of moetinir liis wife at Yorktown. On his 
reaching there a few d.i v- afterwards with General Phillips, 
whom he had met uii the way, he found that hi8 wife had 
arrived a few days before him. After encountering many 
dangers, that brave woniiin with her children had reached the 
place a few days earlier and had thus had an t»|>|i«»rtuiiity of 
enjoying a little rest which she at that time very much needed, 
for she waa sick and weary, and expected shortly again to 
become a mother. 

From Yorktown, the travelers punned their journey through 
beautifully cnltivated regions, and arriTed safely at Elizabeth- 
town opposite Staten iskiDd. They were jqyfiil and in high 
flpirits at the near proepeet of a termination of their journey. 
Little did any one expect that in a few moments their -bng 
cherished hopes were to be dashed to the ground I The party 
were jnat eating supper, after wblob they intended to embark 
fbr New York, when the door opened, and without ceremony a 
commissioner from Washington made his appearanoe, and, in a 
▼ery pompous manner, handed a large document to General 
Phillips. The latter could scarcely helieye his eyes when he 
read in it a revocatitjii of con<;re8s, of the pcrmisiiiou to proceed 
to New York and be exchanged. Phillips, who was naturally 
very excitiible, jumped up from hib chair iu a towerint^ pa.ssiou, 
and, strikini^ the table with his fist, exclaimed in EtiL^li.sh, 
" Very good! This might have h. i n expected of men who are 
all rascals ! " These words having been uttered in the presence 
of the commissioner, Mrs. Kiedesel was not a little alarmed at 
this inconsiderate act. Which, being noticed by Phillips he 
was self-possessed in a moment ; and, taking hold of the hand 
of the alarmed lady, said, " Well, my friend, be not discouraged ; 
follow my example; look, I am collected." ^'Eaoh one,'' 
replied Mrs. Riedeael, shows his grief in his own manner. I 
keep mine in my bosom, and you give rent to youzs in passion ; 
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but T think you would do bett<^r not to show these p< 1^' your 
auger, for they unly scoff at it,aud it can only cans* \ i hh lo 
trouble.'^ In return, the general admitted that tlie I'l i 1< at 
German woman was right, lie thanked Iut, and assured her 
that hencctitrtli he w<tuUl bear hif grief patiently. Thif« con- 
versation had been carried on in Freneli. F'>rtuuately, the 
American took no noti<'e of it. merely f^niiliug licorufiilly at the 
deuiutititration of the excited general, aad going quietly hack 
whence he had come. 

The travelers were aeeordingly obliged to return to Beth- 
lehem through which they had already passed twice. Uere 
they put up at a good hotel, with the intention of remaining 
until permusion for them lo oontinoe their journey should 
arrive. 

Bethlehem, situated on the beautiful Leiheigh, io a delightful 
refill, preeented a very friendly and neat appearance. Cleanli- 
neflfl was apparent both within the houaea and on the streets. 
The yOlagOi and also the adjoining one, called Nazareth, had 
been begun about forty years previously. It nui}il)ered at this 
period nearly sixty honses> and had some six hundred inliabit- 
nnts. There was here, as (here was in every other village of 
the Hernhiiters, a large convent of brothers and sisters. Mrs. 
Riedesel went every Sunday to the beautiful church. Tn hw 
book she makes speeial mention of (he fine singing of the con- 
gregation. 

The two generals, Riedesel's family, adjutants and servants, 
formed a caravan altegeiher of twenty persons, and twenty 
borses. They all put up at the same hotel, the host of 
wbiob was also a Hernhiiter. This man had been so 
friendly and obliging on tbe two previous occasions of 
Riedesel's &nuly stopping wi(b bim, and bis bill bad been so 
reasonable, that no bargain was made as to bis prioe for the 
present party. 

It was at this pbwe, that Riedesel, who bad hitherto been a 

10* 
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great gmoker, escbanged the pipe for the snuff-box. He had 
always had a great antipathy ag^mst this latter habit, but he 
suffered so oonstantly from severe headaehes, that his wife 
induced him to take snuff as a remedy. As this always lelieTed 
him, be soon beeame aciniBtomed to it. 

The obliging General Bland ordered Captain Bandolpb to 
aeoompany the two generals. He was an obliging and amiable 
man; and did eyeiything to make the captiyea' journey as 
pleasant as possible. When be bade adieu to the generals at 
Bethlehem, they warmly thanked bim for bis attentions. Bied- 
esel gave him a l^ter, dated October 12th, to General Wash- 
ington, to whose head quarters Bando^b first went In this 
letter the writer praises his oonduet, and thanks Washington 
again for bis kindness. The two generals, also, took this oppor- 
tnnily to appeal once more to Washington, in relation to the 
interruption of their journey. The latter answered these 
letters yery soon and with great courtesy) but as usual be 
declined using bis influence and advised the writers to appeal 
directly to congress. 

But the two generals had, neyertbeless, to thank Washington 
for obtaining permission to go to New York, with tb^ adju- 
tants, the latter part of November. And, slthough the general 
exchange bad again been postponed, they considered it a great 
blessing to go thither, as Madame Biedesel wished to be there 
during her confinment, and her husband expected to derive 
some benefit from the physicians and the fitvorable climate of 
that city. 

The travelers, however, on their departure, were no little 
astonished at seeing the bill oi' their consoientions and kind 
appearing host. It amounted to more than four hundred 
guineas. The pious man could not hide his soul. Behind the 
mask of piety, he concealed an avaricious spirit. The party, 
moreover, would" liave had considerable difficulty in meeting 
the bill had not a firm royalist chanced to arrive at the tavern, 
desiring to exchange good money for paper. Perhaps, the 
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piotM host would luK?e Uik«D the Bhining gmnMB al par for his 

bill ! 1 

From Bethleliem, Riedosel, with PhiUips, inreled in advasM 
of hia fomily to New York, in ordar to eng^ anitable qnartoTS 
for them. He went to Eliiabethtown, and thenee by boat to 
New York. Hia wife took the same route, and arrived in New 
York Ute in the evening. At the gate, she was met by a 
Oezman aoldier who had been sent by her hnslMind to meet and 
aeeompany her to her fatnre qnarteis. The soldier led her to 
a beautiful mansion, where she was shown to a room in which 
evarything was prepared for her reeeption, even to a supper for 
herself and ohildren. Her husband had been unable to meet 
her on aoeount of having been invited that evening to the 
house of Qeneral GomwaUis, whence he returned very bite. 
The house to which Mrs. Riedeiel had been conducted, was the 
reridence of General Tiyon. He had placed ev^ything at her 
command ; and in order not to embarrass his guest, he had gone 
to Long ishind where he had a command. 

Shortly after his arrival in the city, Riedcsd received the 
following delightful letter firom the hereditary prince of Bruns- 
wick: 

^ Right Honorable Sir : I had the pleasure of receiving, on 
the 10th instant, your wdeome letter of the 2d of April, for 
whkh I heartily thank you. Be assured that I deeply sympa- 
thize with yon in all that Has happened to yon daring this un- 
8uooe£efy American expedition ; also, that I grievously lament 
the &te of our brave Germans, who have merited so glorious 
a testimony from their worthy chief. But rest assured that I 
do perfect justice to your conduct, your prudence and the 
exemplary diligence you have sliown in caring for the comfort 
of the corps eutrusted to your care, and believe me when I say 
that I iuily appreciate the credit, you have merited by your 



^Owlagto the vMt amount of paper money at UwktliiUiiMt, a biadflonevte' 
mliim WM paid for coin.— iiro<« <o «ri0naj. 
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actiye and VDselfisb exertions tat tlie preeerration of ihe corps 
in its present sad situation. I shall be pleased to use every 
opportnnity in which to man i lest thia .sentiment iu your behalf, 
aud shall be ospcoially <;ratified if I can be uf any service to the 
corps uudur jour coniMiand. 

" I wish jou all siu cess, at the same time assuring you of my 
entire esteem, and am 
** Your excellency's 

*' 3iost obedient servant, 
" Charles W. F,, 

Prince of Bnuswiok and Liineberg. 
''Shonewalde, June 11, 177& 

P. S. We are here on the Bohemian line with the object 
of settling a di£&ml^ between the king and the emperor. We 
have Saxons and Bossians for auxiliaries, while Franee giyes 
aid to Austria. This is the most important news firom diese 
parts. 

^ Adieu : do not forget us. 

" Ch. W. Fe." * 

New York, whieh now numbers half a million of inhsbitants, 

had then scarcely twenty thousand, and of course presented 

quite a different appearance from what it does at the present 
time. The place was of the greatest importauce to the English, 
and bothjpartics fouyht severely tor its pogsession. Here a large 
number of royalists had taken refuge from those part^^ where 
the contest raged severest, and where their party were in the 
minority. This, however, while it made the stay of Riedesol and 
hib lamily more pleasant, made the necessaries of life much 
dearer. Thus, for example, a turkey cost, in (lerman money, 
four tbalers; a ohicken, twenty groschen; six ouions, one 



' Thi« Ictti^r, wTiirh as will be Been, was dated .Jnnc the 11th, 1TT«. did not reach 
Biedetitil uutil Nuvciub«r SOtli, 1779 ; almost a year and a tialf after it wats written.— 
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thaler; one quart of milk, six groBoben; and ererytkiiig dse 
in proportion. 

The small-poz vaa at this time very prevalent !n tlie city, 
and CtenefalCfinton, tiiat Mrs. Riedesel and her children might 
have an opportunity of having themselves vaccinated, offered 
them his villa, an offer which was very tluiukfully accepted. 
This villa was distant au hour's walk from the city, and was 
inrnished very comfortably. During this month Mrs. liiedesel 
li id the pleasure of making the acquaintance of the amiable 
General Tryon, who had sliown her so much consideration in 
surrendering up his house, and who had now returned from 
Long island. She describes him as a very friendly and modest 
man, and gifted with the best of manners. 

Upon the return of Kiedesel and his family from Clinton*s villa 
to New York, they found the house that was intended for them 
ready for occupation. It was furnished with everything that 
English eleganee and comfort eould devise. The furniture was 
of mahopmy, and the floora ttid stairs were covered with ear- 
pets.i Upon Mis. Biedesel's expressing surprise at all this 
outlay, she was informed that it had been done by the ordm 
of the governor. The wealthy and respectable English fiunilies 
vied with each other in making the stay of the Biedesek as 
agreeable as possible. Particularly obliging was a certain Major 
Brown, who was in the commissary department, and who always 
oonsidered it a privilege to attend peisonally to the neoessitles 
of the family. During this winter, which was terrihfy severe, 
there was a great want of fire-wood in the city ; so much so, 
indeed, that at times no fuel could be had even for the highest 
price. But Major Brown had trees cut down outcside of the city, 
and sent the wood to the Kiedesels. By this timely kindness, 



' Tlie mention of this foci will mr b-- confiderctl singular by those who are ac- 
quainted with social life in Qermauy. As a general rule a carpet la rarely seen, 
even I0 the rn ^n«f^# of the wealOky. Y«tf reoenUr, however, tnnoTetiaiiB tn thto 
nepect htve hesfuii to oeep in, veir much to the dt^pist <rf the conflerratlve G«r- 
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the winter, notwithstanding other disagreeable oircumstances, 
was passed in comparative comfort. 

There is still in existence a list of the Brunswick troops as 
they stood at the clf)se of the present year. It is indorsed, 

Memoranda for General Phillipg, given to him, in a confi- 
dential commnnication by General Riedesel} on the nf 
December, 1779/' 

"According to the last reports from Canada, the Brnnswick 
troops, which were left there, besides those who have lately 
arriTed, consist of : 
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It should here be mentioned, that Lientenant Doto,^ on his 
journey to Canada, met, wfaHe on the St. Lawrence, two ships, 
having on board 580 Brunswick troops destined for Canada. 

The nnmber, therefore, including those mentioned above, 
would, perhaps, he as follows : 54 officers, 144 noncommis- 
sioned officers, 25 drummers, 1,886 privates, 76 servants and 
2,185 men. 



1 This BMifeeiiiiit, M liM iMa&abeadjttMBfifliMdt wu Mat to Onada to obtilA 
tlielMggiV*. 
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Liit of Brwmoick troopt m CwMda^afi» eaecAaf^, 
tending Mote ofieen and oAen former^ bdot^ing to the 
eo^ptwred troops^ hy wMeh the reffunenU m ^latprovmee were 



reen/oreed* 

Qeaanl*B stafl^ dl 

Begbaent of Dxftgooiui^ ...... S88 

Battalion of Grenadiers, B2t 

Regiment of Prince Fredexick, '343 

Reprimcut Von Rhetz, 302 

Regiment Von Riedeeel, 292 

Regiment Von Specbt, 290 

Battalion Baraer, 364 



Total, 2^14 



According to the agreement made iu rugai d to the exchange, 
there were exchangtnl of the Brunswick troopa, G7 officers, 
149 serTauts and 113 noQComiuib^ioned officers; in all 329 

Two noncoiiuuissioned officers only, remained with each 
company. Consequently, the number of troops tliat remained 
at Charlottesville, consisted of 1 lieutenant colonel, 4 captains, 
17 officers, 1 chaplain, 1 physician, 4 assistant physicians, 1 
auditor, 14 noncommissioned offioers, 26 drummers, 788 privates 
and 23 servants; total, 906 men. Aooordingly the number of 
Bmnswiek troops at the close of the year 1779 waa as follows: 
2,514 men in Canada ; 329 destined for exchange ; 906 men 
(prisoners) to remain in the barracks ; 3,749 men in aU. 



1 It seems strange that there were, according to the number of offlcers so many 
wrvaots exehanged. This was prolMbly done wltti a vl«w of ikiellltatliig the ex- 
change of the common Boldlers, there being an agreement that tlie servants of 
officers should be exchanged with their masters. There were twelve perrRnts to a 
general, Ave to a brigadier, three to a captain and two to every one of the other 
ofloen. Only twenty-tbree remaiiied wUh tiie twmtj'Ar* ollloen who were not 
exchanged; and yet their senlceB wwe snreilr of more me to tbe latter than the 
former.— Nol$ to original* 
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General Riedesel was especially anxious that the force in 
Canada should be increased, and his own corps reformed there 
a« soon as possible. But good noncommiasioued officers were 
particularly wanted, and he wad, therefore, exceedingly desirous 
of effecting their exchange. 

The Hesse Hanau troops in Canada consisted of tlio follow- 
ing : Regiment of infantry, 4 officers, 14 noncoiuiijissioned 
t)fficers, 2 drummers, 124 privates; total, 144. Regiment of 
artillery, 2 noncoumiissioned officers. 0 privates, 1 servant; total, 
9. In all, 4 officers, Itl noucommissioned officers, 2 drummers, 
130 privates, 1 servant; total, 15B men. 

16 (iffi( prs and 40 servants (56 men), were to be exchanged. 
In the barracks there were to remain 1 captain, 6 officers, 1 
assistant doctor, 41 noncommissioned officers, 13 drummers and 
234 privates; total, 296 men. 

The following is the complete list: 153 men who remained 
in Canada; 56 destined for exchange; 296 still priaoaeis of 
war; total, 505 men. 

This, however, does not include the reonutB who had in the 
meantime been sent into Canada. 

Great as was the desire of Greneral Riedesel to be exchanged 
that he might assume the command of the G-erman troops in 
Canada, he was sadly disappointed at the end of the year. 
Nei^er he nor Phillips were so fortunate as to be ineluded in 
the partial exchange which took place. Thus the year vanished, 
and with it his long cherished hope. A gloomy fatnre was 
before him. 
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Although General lliedesel labored under severe lut'iitul and 
physical depression, caosed in part hy his great disappointment 
respecting his exchange, he would u<»t allow Imuself to he 
discouraged. On the contrary, he worked ;us<iniut»usly tu bring 
about a more favorable turn in his own affaira and that of his 
men. He had already made the peraonal acquaintance of 
several influential men of the opposite party, with whom he 
kept up a correspondence. The American commissioner in 
chief, Clinton, an honorable and upright man, esteemed him 
very highly ; and thus he oonld safely count upon a final favor- 
able result of his yariovs exertions. Besides all this, he was 
sustained by the consoiooflDess of laboring in a just cause. 
Notwithstanding his fieij temper, augmented by his ill health, 
he was careful never to overstep the bounds of prudence, and 
neyer allowed himself to be carried away by excitement, fie 
possessed, ako, too much self-oontrol and too much judgment, 
not to perceive that by giving way to passion, more would be 
lost than gained. His friend, General Phillips, in this respect, 
was a good example for him ; ^ indeed the considerate behavior 
and fine tact of the Ghiman general was of vast benefit to the 
former. Berides this, he was too proud to forget himself in 
the presence of the overbearing Americans ; for although he 
respected a ftsm o£ the latter he considered their conduct as a 
wicked rebeUion against tlieb r^htfol king and loid, and hated 
the intrigues and despicable action of oongress and the military 
authorities against the royal troops and tones. He waa fully 
aware that the cup of suffering was not yet empty, hut that 
courage, which strengthens and elevates in misfortune, had not 
forsaken him. 



* I. e., M a warning. 

11* 
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At the beginning of fhe year Eiedesel sent one of his adju- 
tants, Lieutenant Cleve, to Brunswick to arrange some matters 
of great importance. This oflBecr enjoyed his entire confidence, 
and, being perfectly satisfied of his faithfulness and capacity, he 
used him in the most (liffieult affairs. Cleve knew how to use 
the pen a^ well as the sword. In addition to all this, he poa- 
se^ed a clear head, while his tact carried him through the 
most intricate combinations. > Upon his departure, Kiedesel 
gave him a letter of recommendation to Doke Ludwig, then at 
the Hague, in which he thus speaks of him: 

" The talents, the military knowledge, the diligence, and the 
good character of Lieutenant Cleve your ezcellenoy is already 
acquainted with. It is, therefore, not necessary for me to 
repeat them here. Still, X cannot pass by in silence the 
hnmble duty I owe to your excellency in ohtatning, by your 
recommendation, this worthy officer for my adjutant, who, in 
eyery conceivable case, has assisted me so faithinlly. It is, per- 
haps, too bold for a pw8on,.of so little influence as myself, to 
recommend officers to your excellency) but the gratitude I owe 
to Lieutenant Cleve prompts me to go beyond the usual limits 
of propriety. I cannot deny that I should most sincerely and 
Humbly thank your excellency, if Lieuftenant Cleve, by your 
patronage, received promotion in the army ; and I am convinced 
that he will show himself worthy, in the future, of this high 
lkvor.'*« * 



» rievc was in the service of the Netherlande. It is not knowB with certainty In 
what precioe mauiier he became attached to Biedeael'a staff. IhUce Ludwig of 
Brunswick, tt la iaid, oMaJiwd Mill aa an adlnta&t far nadeeet. The tetter. In a 

letter dated ivfareh 25th, 1780, requests the gOTemor of the Netherlands, the prince 
of Oraola, to prolong the ftirloogh of his adjTitAnt, as he wasi in honor bound to 
rctnru to America ; Cleve not having been ae yet exchanged, but only allowed to 
go to Bnrope on paiole. 

' Lieutenant Cicvp, althongh a suliordinate, occupied no nnfmportant position. 
During the American war, he obtained a great knowledge of the internal affl&irs of 
fbftt oonntiy. He oecapted mote the position of private aeoietaiy to Ckneiel BieA- 
esel tlian adjutant. After the war, he entered fhe Bniiiswick tiervlce, and died at 
an advanced age in that country highly honored as a staff officer.— ifote to original, 

Itlentenant Caere, who probably in respoDM to Itt«AeMl*e leeomnundatlOD, le- 
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While OeDeral Riedesel was busy dispalohing letters to En- 
rope, his faoiily affairs did not appear very consoling. HlB wife 
was delivered of a daughter on the 8th of March. He was thus 
once more disappointed, for so surely had he counted on a son, 
that he had already selected for him the name of Amcriona. 
Now, however, there being, inatead of the expected heir, an 
unexpected heireaa, the male name was changed into a female 
one, the little one rcceiviiiLT in baptiam the name of America. 
€^n«rals Phillips and Haldimand, together with the Hessian 
general, Knyphausen and the Heaaian colonel, Von Wurmb, 
aeted as godfathers to the little one, whom Kiedeeel, notwith- 
standing his disappointment, soon learned to love most fondly. 
A few days snbseqnent to the baptism, his eldest daughter was 
taJceir dangerously sick, and shortly after, the third one, Caroline, 
also, fell seriously ill. General Riedeael, who loved his family 
dearly, became, in conseqnenoe, veiy much alarmed, and being 
already greatly depressed, he fell into a state of melancholy 
hypochondria. It can, therefore, readily he seen that bis wi& 
had her hands fbll, not only in taking care of her sick children — 
both of whom shared her bed ^ bat in cheering and comforting 
her hnsband. Fortunately her naturally joyous temperament 
enabled her to bear these misfortunes easily. 

Toward the close of the winter, Tkyon returned to England, 
taking the same ship as laeut^iant Cleve. Before his departure, 
he presented Mrs. Biedesel with a most beautiful set of ftimituze, 
curtains, silk tapestry, etc., with a request that she would use them 
for her comfort. This general was an intimate friend of Ried- 
esel's fomily, having been during the whole winter a cherished 
firiend in the fomily circle. Friendship in a strange land during 



tamed llronO«nu]i7a«eipM»,braa|^to Bl«d«eel the D«wfl tliftt BoiKOTiie bad 

endeavored to prcjndlrc thn public against him, by the statempnt that hn was the 
cause of the defeat near Bennington, and in consequence of Saratoga. In reftita- 
tion of this etory, Rledeeel wrote a Ions letter to hie sorerel^ npon the rabject. 

Tliis letter T was so forlinmtc to procure darini: niv vis-it to TlrniiKwirk in 1R?)7, 
and I accordlngljr give It in Uie appendix to this work —after the appendix to the 
original. W. L. B. 
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misfortune, and at a great distance from ibume, U doubly prized ; 
and a feeling of unusual sadness came on than wkea they aaw 
bim take his departure. Providence, however, sent a new 
friend to replace the lost one. General Clinton, who was at 
this time in New York, wat ao drawn toward this German 
£unily that he also was soon a welcome guest at their iireaide. 
At first, |a is the ease with every edneated Bnglishman, it 
was very difienlt to approach him. He was polite, but very 
dignified and formal. His first Tisit consisted of a series of 
ceremonies which were TCiy bnrdensome to hoth parties. Not* 
withstanding, howcTcr, boih Riedesel and his wife were yeiy 
much pleased with him— the former eateeming him highly for 
his talento and honesty. Finally, Phillips, who was well 
acquainted with Clinton, succeeded in making him act out Ids 
natural disposition, and thus, his exterior having heen thawed 
out, he became a most amiable and valuable friend. Upon the 
approach of sprui^', he airain offered hia villa to the (jermau 
family, an offer wliieh wtis gladly accepted. 

This villa iiuw looked very different from what it had in tlio 
winter when the trees were leafless and the fields covered with 
snow. The house, close by which the beautiful Hudson flowed, 
was surrounded by most charm ihl' gardens, clusters of trees and 
shady* walks. Occasionally Cljaloii went there to make the 
family a visit, but always in the garb of a hunter attended by a 
single adjutant. Upon his last visit to them, he was accompa- 
nied by the amiable Major Andre, who soon afierward met with 
such a terrible fate. 

Meanwhile, both Riedesel and Phillips busied themselves 
with the exchange of the prisoners — the former having already 
matured a plan for the reorganisation of his men immediately 
upon their liberation. Phillips wished to consider the in&ntry 
regiment Biedesel, which formed a part of the second division, 
as belonging to the first, that it might sooner be exchanged. 
He', accordingly, suggested this to Riedesel knowing that he 
was especially interested in this regiment. But the latter wsa 
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too just to agree to it, knowing that it would be an act <if 
injuBtice to the other regiments. He, however, thankml Phillips 
in a letter for his friendly offer, but said that the dragoon 
regiment, the regiment Von Rhetz, the grenadier battalion, 
and the light battalion had the next claim to an exchange. 

The pleasant visit at Clinton's villa wn? clouded by the ma- 
lignant fevers which, in that country, are frequent in this 
season of the year, but which were even worse during the 
present year than usual. At one time all (he fiuuily of Riedesel, 
ineluding the serrants, were sick with the exception of his wife, 
the pastor, Mylius, and the faithful yiigcr, Kockel. The genenl, 
his UtUe daughter Augusta, and nix of his domestics were at 
one time at death's door. Indeed, at one period, during his 
illness, the former cared little whether he lived or died; for in 
addition to the fever he was attacked with a disease resembling 
cholera, whioh brought him rery low. His powerful constitu- 
tion, however, aided by the care of a skillfol physician from 
New York, enabled him to conqner this severe attack. Mrs. 
Riedesel had the entaie chaige of this hospital, besides nursing 
a little infant ; yet she managed to attend to the comfort of all 
the invalids. Day and night she ministered to the wants of 
her husband and servantB, and n^leeted not her child. During 
the whole of this time she never undressed, but threw herself 
upon the bed ready to respond at a moment's notice to the call 
of the sick. In a word, she was the ssme aagel that ministered 
to the wounded during the days of terror at Saratoga. A kind 
proyidenoe repaid her for her self sacrifioe; and, she had the 
happiness of seeing her husband, her ehild and her eerYants 
fully restored to health. 

In the hflgihning of May, the Heaeian captain. Ton <}eismar, 
one of Riedesel's adjutants, returned to Europe, having been 
reoendy exohanged.^ Riedesel availed himself of this opportu- 
nity to send letters and dispatches. 



1 TUfl Chptala Getnaar bad lM0a doMtod oa BtoMI'i i4iff to 
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Towavd the latter part of June, Riedeeel reoemd official 
news of the death of his sovereign, Buke Charles, in a letter 
firom the hitter's suocessor, Duke Charles WUUam Ferdinand, 
imder date of April Ist, 1780. He was greatly affected at this 
sad intelligence, for he had devotedly loved his sovereign, and 
had r^pected him for his many good qualities of heart and 
mind. Duke Charles was a prince who enjoyed the love of his 
suhjects to a greater extent, perhaps, than any other of his 
race. Kiedesel, therefore, lost no time in availing himself of 
another vessel, that sailed the last of June, to congratulate his 
new sovereign on the threshold of his reign, and to express, 
also, his grief at t he deat h of the duke. 

After the successful campaign of Clinton against Charleston, 
lliedeael lixpceted tliut an excliaugc would surely take place ; 
hut he wua airain disappointed. Congress conld not make up 
it^j rniud to deliver up the captives, of whose possession it was 
not a little proud. Accordingly negotiations were begun anew, 
and another summer passed without anything having been 
accomplished toward this result. 

According to a report of Colonel Specht, made the 16th of 
August, 1780, the number of troops at Charlottesville, was as 
follows : 77 officers, 142 noncommissioned officers. 25 drummers, 
809 privates and 9-i servants ; total, 1,147 men. It appeared, 
also, thiit since the departure of Hiedesel, three men had died, 
and no desertions had taken place. 

Upon the approach of autumn, Kiedesel left the beautiful 
villa of Clinton, and moved back to New York. Finally, in 
October, he received the intelligence that himself and General 
Phillips, with their respective adjutants, had been exchanged. 



ImiliieM ntottng to the HesM Buwv troops. Btedesel ww mndi ptowwd «tth 

him, finding him a man of honor and reliability. After his exdiaoffc he was on the 
point of retaruing Into Canada, but having received an urgent letter from hie 
fkther, who was eighty years old, aeldng to t*ee him once more bcl'oro hia death in 
order to arrange fiimily matten, lUedesd drtalned Itor M m a fintoaglklhMii Geneml 
PikilllpB.~iVM« to origtinal. 
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But his joy was diminiflhed by the £ket tbat oongraas liad re- 
Aued to exchange the rest of the captured troope^ 

Immediately upon his exchange, Clinton, that he nught reward 
bis servioea and also compliment the new duhe of Brunswick, 
nominated Biedesel for UeiiltmaMU gmeral^ and that he might 
haTC a field Ibr his actiTity , gave him, at the same time, a com- 
mand on Long island opposite New York. Mrs. Riedesel 
remained for the present in the city. It will soon be seen in 
what condition Riedesel found his new command. 

Encouraged by the victory of Clinton over General Lincoln 
at CharltttoD, General CornwalHs in October started for North 
Carolina ; but learning that a corps, which he had sent in a 
more northerly direction, had been aitat kud ami annihilated, 
he returned into South Carolina. Some other advantages, 
achieved by the Americans in tlu; i all ol' this year, gave them 
so much eucouragemeut that thej still confidently believed in 
the success of their cause. 



im. 

It was no small proof of the confidence which was reposed in 
General Riedesel that he should have been given the command 
on Long island. This was one of the largest islands belonging 
to the northern states, and was considered the bulwark of New 
York, at that time the most important place in the possession of 
the English. New York was the great depot for the stores of 
the army; and Long island was the main harb'ir for the fleet. 
The latter was occupied by the flower of the English troops. 
Scarcely any Germans were there; and the work of jfortii'ying 
the place was constantly going on. 

A smaU house was given to Riedesel for a dwelling. It was 
at Brooklyn, and looked out upon the bay. A strict watch 
was obliged to be kept, for the island being so near the main 
land an assault by the enemy could easily be made. Biedesel, 
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accordingly, s UL^lit to familiarize hinifiplf with the island. He 
visited all the tbrtitied places and ()Ut])ost8, making here and 
there those alterations which struck him as necessary. The 
English, generally, do Dot like to be commanded by a foreigner ; 
but such was the love in which they held Riedesel, that they 
obeyed him cheerfully. The officers, espeoiaUj, vied with each 
other in manifesting their good will. 

Meanwhile, Colonel Speoht^ in oonseqnenoe of his growing 
ill health and his advanoed age, asked pennission to relnni to 
Europe. As Biedesel cheerfully consented, the oonunander in 
chief made no opposition, Specht, therefore, left New York 
in Jannarj. Riedesel ayailed himself of this opportunity to 
send off his letters and dispatches. Among these was the fol- 
lowing answer to the hereditary prince of Hessia : 

" To hu SufhneUf lA« hereditary Prmee. 

G-radons Prince and Lord : The kfaid letter of yonr highness, 
of the 5th of September of last year, has awakened in me feelings 

of the profoimdcst gratitude and devotion; and the kind expres- 
sions of my future sovereign reward me a hundred fold for the 
little care m hich 1 have bestowed upon the troops oi yuur highness, 
and which, indeed, have been amplv merited by the conduct of 
the troops themf»eives. Your hmfim ss m iy rest assurt^d that I 
shall never be weary in bestowini^ \i]><m tho.se brave troops, who 
have sbfiroil ill r lie fortunes and iiiisf nrttmes of our own men, the 
same care, attention and devotion which I give to the soldiers of 
his highness, my own duke. It is possible that your highness 
will be astonished at the result of the new measures which have 
been employed in behalf of the prisoners. Afler all possible 
efforts to bring about a general ezehange, and the rebels having 
introduced moved by an incompreheninbie prejudice— 'the 
system of refusing all propcflitions in regard to those troops, 
choosing rather that their prisoners at Charleston should die 
than be exchanged, the English secretary of war has found it 
advisable to exchange all their superfluous officers and employ 
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them in other places. It lioped in this w.iy to uentralize 
some of the evil that has been eauwed by this 8tul)b<»ni deteution. 

" In pursuance of an order from the ministor. tlie foUowiner 
measures have been adnpted. viz : 1st. The ca}»t ured troops are 
no longer to be considered as regiments, but as detac hments. 
2d. The superfluous English officers are to go to England, and, 
l>y recruiting in that oouatry, fill up the regiments as much as 
possible. 3d. The superfluous German officers are to go to 
Canada to the detachments which were 1^ there, and form the 
recruits tkat arrive there from time to time, into oompanies. 
Accordihg to this arrangement^ 1st, one officer remains with 
the Gexman troops who is to oommand the whole detaohmeat. 
This officer is Lieutenant Ooh>nel Yon Mengen. 2d, one oap- 
iaitf from each regiment, and Sd, one nonoommissioned offioer 
from each company. In this situation the unfortunate troops 
must await their future ihte. 

"Brigadier General Gall has, I presume, reported to jour 
highness the names of the offioera whom he has himself ap- 
pointed to remain in Virginia. Part of the officers, who are to 
be exchanged, have already arrived here. 

" General Washington, although he declined the second appli- 
cation, has altered his mind and agreed to an exchange. I am, 
therefore, iu hopes that the order for an exchange will soon 
reach us here. Tn this ease, 1 shall, after receiving orders from 
the commanding otiioer, Sir Henry Clinton, go to Canada, for 
the purpose of setting the troops of my i:racious master to work 
by regiments in accordance with the instructioas of his majesty 
the king. 

" Nothing would give me more joy than to sueeeed in carry- 
ing out the orders of your highness. Let me reoeive your orders 
in detail upon this point. 

"I remain, with the devotion becoming a subject, 

" Your highness's most obedient servant, 
RiEDESXL, Major General. 
« Brooklyn, Fehruary 20, 1781." 

12* 
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The uext step of Riedesel was to issue a general pardon for 
deserters, hopint'. by thi« means, to collect his scattered forces. 
It reads as follows : 

" GENERATi Pardon. 

" From Major General Kiedesel, biiron of EiftMibncb, com- 
mander of the troops of his highness, the duke of liruuswick, 
which troops are now in the serrioe of Great Britain. 

" As there are now scvera] noncommissioned officera and pri' 
vates of the Brunswick troops, who have deserted and are now 
in the enemy's ranks, or are concealed in the oountry of the 
rebels, therefore, I hereby declare a full pardon to all tb^se who 
shall return to the army of the king, and who shall, for this 
putpose, report themselves to a Brunswiok offioer, before* the 
15th of August, within the lines of the royal British army. I, 
also, declare that they shall be returned to their respeotiye reg^* 
ments without receiving any punishment. Given under my hand, 

" RiEDSBEL, Major General. 

Brooklyn, Long Island, February 22, 1781. 

" By order of Major Geneial Yon Riedesel. 

Captain Clxyb, Aid de camp." 

Although the number of deserters, who reported in conse- 
quence of this pardon, was uut u.s large as was t'Xpectcd, some 
availed themselves of the opportunity to return to their flag. 
Those who did thus return were doubtless influenced, not only 
by the pardon, but by the immediate prospect of active military 
life. Many, of course, who earnestly desired it. could not leave 
the American army, nor the farms upon which they had hired 
themselves out to work. They were watched too closely ; })t!sides 
which, those Germans, who had gone over to the Americans, were, 
as a matter of course, never permitted to go into battle nor per- 
form duty on the outposts. They were obliged to do other s^- 
vioe in the interior of the country where there was no chance 
for escape. 
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Dttring his stay in Brooklyn, Riedesel found many tbingp 

that did not suit him. He was stationed here on an important 
post with stninge troops under his command, while his own 
men were in (\iiiit<la uuder another officer. These latltr, 
reenforced by recruitii Irum ( Jprmany. must be organized and 
drilled before they could be u^ied against the enemy. Should 
he leave this work to another? But in addition to all this, the 
cliiiiate around New York was unfavorable to his health ; he 
liavin*:; liad frequent attacks of fever durinnr his residence there. 
He had more hope of recovering in Canada where the air was 
purer and more strengthpning, and the climate of which had 
formerly agreed with him. He was, also, pretty well convinced 
that his stay in Loni!^ island would be but temporary. It was, 
however, his earnest wish, before leaving this part of the countiy 
and before bidding adieu to General Phillipe, who had been to 
him such a staunch friend, to arrange all the details relating to 
the exchange of the captured troops in Virginia. He accord- 
ingly wrote to Phillips the following letter: 
. "My Lord: I heg pardon for troubling you so often with 
the same request. . But I am yeiy anxious that matters in 
Tirginia should be brought to a olose by means of your inter- 
cession. . To. me it is of the greatest importance that Captain 
.Gerlaeh should arrive in Virginia to settle the accounts of the 
troops, before the quarter masters of the regiments who are 
included in the list of exchanged officers. It is, also, necessary 
that Captain Gerlaeh should return and report in regard to the 
result of his mission before I leave New York. This is ren- 
dered the more imperative, because, before leaving New York, 
I desire to send a fiill report to my sovereign of all agreements 
that have been entered into respecting the prisoners while I 
wa^ in command. I am about enterins: upon a new sphere in 
Canada, uud dcsit^n j^l ieinii; myself at the head of the troops of 
my sovereign, who are now iu that province. Takiu^^ therefore, 
these motives which I have mentioned iiit« consideration, you 
will, I think, tiud my request justifiable, and will excuse the 
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liberty wMeh I take in tlrag oonstaatlj troabling you with the 
Bame thing. 

^ One thing which increases id j impatience is, that yon may 

haTe to leaye for Virginia before all the orders and dispatdies 

have been properly arianirod. This would crush all my hopes. 
It would place me lu au unpleasant position as rej^iirds my 
government of the troops ; :ind consequently all my labore 
for six years would be repaid by the di8a|>probatiou ot my 
sovereign. 

" Having thus [M»ured out my heart, nothini:; remains but to 
timst you. This 1 do, at the sawo time rcmainiog 
With all oonsiderate re.spect, 
" As ever, etc., 

" Ri£0i8iL, Major General. 
" BfooUyn, Febmaiy 25, 1781.'' 

General Phillips was ordered to assnme command in the 
south. A detachment, nnder General Leslie, had alieady been 
sent thither Clinton; afterwards another under Arnold, 
who, ,as senior offioer, took the command of both. In March, 
Phillips was sent to Tirginia with two thousand Englidi troops 
as reenforcements. The latter immediately assumed the entiie 
command. General Riedesel was to go north. The separation 
was very sad. Both, having, for so long, shared each others 
pleasures and pains, had become very dear fHends. They, 
therefore, now embraced each other for the last time ; for 
Phillips died on the 9th of May at I'etersbnrt: of a fever. In 
him the Euglish army lost one of its best and most careful 
generals. 

As soon as spring appeared Madam Kiedesel. with her 
children, and ^servants, moved over to Brooklyn to be with her 
hus})and. The house in which he lived bein^ small, she was 
obliged to get along with very little room. From the house, 
however, she had a magnificent view of the city and its harbor. 
The outposts weie now more than ever exposed to attack ; and 
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Hajw BIftiboni, wlio had jiut «ietiini«d ftom oaptiTii^f, HM 
Biu|Kri8ed one oight in liii bed and carried oit^ 

The Amerieaaa were exeeedlngly anziona to eaptnra B iedeaal. 
Being weU aware of this faet, lioweTer, he waa verj vigilante 
Indeed, ench waa hia terror of^ another oaptmtj, that he onlj 
alept when sore that hia wife waa awake ; and, as it waa, he 
wonld jump oat of bed at the alighteet noiae. Etod a strong 
goard, whteh remained in the home night and day, he did not 
consider sofioient. 

Those of the German lioops who wen on Long isbnd wsra 
organised into a battalion and garrisoned at FUUbnah. It was 
entirely officered by (lemiaaSy and was ooaunanded by Major 
Lnoke. Those Bronswiok dragoons, also, Uiat had been cap* 
tared near Bennugton and exchanged, were stationed here. 
Schhgenteaffel, captain of cavalry, commanded them. In a 
genera] order, dated the 29th of April, General Biedesel, among 
other things, says ; Captain of cavalry, Schlagenteoffd, senior, 
will mnke such arrangements at the qaarters of the officers as 
shall goard against a sarprise. At a 4|aarter of nine each 
morning, the men, who were to do guard dnty, gathered on the 
parade ground and formed into fear companies. The pickets 
§at the nig^t tamed ont at the same time, but retnmed to the 
barracks after the parade. Major Locke had charge of the 
parade. The men marched off to the aoond of moaic. Boll 
call was at half-past six in the evening. Major Lnoke was the 
officer in charge (m these occasions also. He driUed the men 
with moskets, at the same time making them practice aU kinds 
of evolotloia in marching. Biedesel was generally present both 
at parade and roll call. At night a patrol, composed of three 
officers and two noneommisioned officers composed the beat. It 
was their duty to viait all the sentinels and posts at Brooklyn 
and the fort. These patrols were obliged, also, to pa) special 



1 Major Malboru, ftom depi)airntKl tunnt daring his captivity, hcrame addlctod 
to dronkeimcsB, a vice tsom. which he never reoorerad.— Note to original. 
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attention to the sailors, wko were in the habit of going about 
drinking at the different saloons, fighting and raising a dis- 
turbance. At Yellow hook there were stationed one officer, 
three noncommissioned officers and twenty privates. On the 
6th of May, Riedesel issued special instructions to have all the 
single posts well guarded. This had been hitherto neglected by 
the English. These instructions were headed "Requlations 

FOE TUE DIFFERENT GUARDS IN AND AROUND BROOKLYN," 

As has already been remarked, Riedesel had requested Gene- 
ral Phillips to exchange several G-erman officers ; but when the 
next exchange took place no Germans were included in it. 
Very much offended, he appealed dirocdj to General Washing- 
ton. The following ooirespondence in regard to it will explain 
itself: 

■ 

GEAivLiAL, iiiEDiai^L TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

« Bbookltn, April 28, 1781. 
Sir : Several of the German officers captured at Saratoga, 
having appealed to me to procure their exchange on aooount of 
&milj affairs, I requested Major General Phillips to propose 
to your excellency such an exchange as would be an answer to 
my request. General Phillips sent mc your letter in which 
you consent to it ; in consequence of which I handed General 
Phillips a list of those officers whose exchange I requested. 
This list, he assures me, has been sent to you. 
. "But as all the Englisli officers, whose exobange Major 
General PhilUpe requested, have arrived unaccompanied by a 
single German officer, I presume that said list has never 
reached your excellency; for I believe that you, nr, are goyemed 
by the same impartiality toward my nation as toward any other. 
I, therefore, take the liberty to reiterate the request of GenenJ 
Phillips, that you, sir, will have the goodness to respect the 
chum of those German officers who are mentioned in the list (a 
copy of which I here inclose), and will order those gentlemen 
to be sent to New York. 
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Major Maiborn of my regiment of dragoons, and Ensign 
Maibom of my in&ntry regiment belonging to his highiieas the 
duke of Brunswick, having been captured a few daya since on 
Long island, I would consider it a proof of your excellency's 
kindness, if you would allow these two officeni to come to New 
York on parole. The poor health of Major Maib«>rn ref|uire8 
special attention ; and I shall do all in my p^iwer to induce his 
excellency Sir llcury Clinton to exchange them, provided your 
excellency is so kind as to give your consent, 
" I have the honor to bo. 

" Your cxt I Ucucy's humble servant, 

Uifci'KJitLj Major CJeucral." 

Gx'neral Washington to Osnsral Rixdbsel. 

"Head Quarters, Niw Windsor. Moi^ 11. 1781. 

"Sir: I have reeeived your favor of April wiiliout a date.^ 
Kither V"U muHt l»c \vr<>ui:lv iiitoriiiril in r '•«_'":« rd to the letter 
addressed to me by General Phillips, dated Dti « inln r 23d. and 
iny answer t-o Sir llcury Clinton of Januarv 2r>fli. or vmu have 
misunderstood them. I, therefore, inclose cnj.ir-' ..f tin lu. I 
only consented to an exchange of th<'s«> Hi iti>li offic. rs \v}»<» arc 
expressly mentioned in General l'lullipj.'.s IciUtr, and rrjicted 
hispropositiou that un indefinite miinlM r of Rriti.sh and Gt i tnari 
oflBcers should be sent to New York under the superintendence 
of Brigadier General Hamilton. 

" Some time after thif . other propositions, under date of 
March 3d, were made t<» nic, having reference to other ex- 
changes, among which were iho^ ru ruian officers whom you 
have mentioned. The«»e pr.ipositiuns were nnhmitted to me 
through my commissioner general of prisoner>, hut which I did 
not consider it advisable to accept, as I was convinced that the 



» In the original draft, the date, April 28th, 1p given. Tli i \va ^ probaWy OUdtttd 
in Vb» copy by Blodeael's secietMry, by mtotake.— Note to origi/aaL 
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exelkuige of IdeiitaBAiit General Burgoyiie would be unreaaoii- 
ably long postponed. My answer and inatruotionfl in regud 
to this ofaMBe have been given at length throngh Mmbei. 
Skinnor and Loiing. 

ETen if I were inclined to be partial to tlie Britiflh ofBoers, 
it wonld be imponible to do so, sinee the seleetion of those 
ezohanged is not left to me. 

As regards your speoial request, I have ^ven orders that 
Major and Ensign Maibom should be sent to New York on 
parole. 

" I have the honor, ete., 

" WASHIMCtTON." 

Gbnxbal Ribdesbl to the Hsbeditabt PitiKCi or 

Hbssia. 

" To his IJifjhneti^ thp ffpreditar}/ Prince of Hessia. 

Graciouh I'liucu uud Lord : Since my letter to your high- 
ness, under date of April 28th, 1 have been pained to learn 
from the report of Lieutenant Colonel Von Mengen, who, after 
• the departure of the colonel and brigadier general, has takea 

the command of the captured Urunswick troop- tli;it congress 
ha« finally taken the treacherous step of entirely an nulling the 
treaty by separating the officers from the noncommi.ssioned 
officers and privates, and prohibiting all communication betweea 
them. It has, also, cut down the usual rations for each man to 
One-fourth, and has taken them entirely £rom the officers and 
servants. 

" This unlui lunate change, which muBt result in obliging 
the privates thua left to themselves to obtain sustenance by 
working around the conntiT. occurred during the month of 
April. All of the German ojls -ers arc at j)resent at Winchester 
in Virginia within a circumference of ten English miles. The 
privat<>s are four English miles from the latter place, living iti 
the woods in hutii which they were generally obliged to build 
for themselves* 
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" In spite, also, of all the repreflentotiooi which have been 
made, congress has forbidden any officer to Yisit the men ; and 
the qnestion whether or not a regimental surgeon shall be per- 
mitted to attend on the sick, will not probably be decided beibre 

the middle of next mouth. 

''I see by tho report of Lieutenant Colonel Von Ment^eii, 
that he knew as early tus the 22d of April of Captaiu Gerlach'ej 
arrival in Virginia. This officer brint^s mon' \ clothing, uni- 
forius and other articles to the tnxtp.s. a eircumstanee \s'hieh 
will be of no small cuusukiLiun to tim unlbrtuoatc corps iu ito 
present lament^ible situation. 

" As the officers have been rendered powerless, by this breach 
of faith of congress, to continue their praiseworthy efforts for 
tho care pf the troops, I have aakod of his highness, my 
sorereign, permission to leave one officer with each regiment, 
whose duty it shall be to see that the men receive what articles 
the general in chief, Sir Henry Clinton, may aUow to be 
fi^rwarded from time to time to this cor|». I have also asked 
him whether it would not be best to have all the other officers 
exchanged and made nse of in places where they can be made 
available to the service. As I cannot expect his answer while 
in New York, I have requested him to send his reply direct to 
Lieutenant Oolonel Mengen, and at the same time to inform 
the commanding general at this post in regard to his wishes. 

" As long as it lies in my power to extend to this corps, and the 
other troops of yonr highness a helping hand, be it ever so little, 
I shall always consider it one of my most sacred dntiee to do so. 
This much I should feel obliged to do from the deep reverence 
and great attachment I feel toward a prince whose troops have 
been faithful companions in our alas I general misfortune. 

" With the heartfelt assurance of my deepest devotion, 
"I remain your highness's 

*' Most obedient servant, 

" Kiedejjel, Major General. 

'^Brooklyn on Long island, May 9, 1781/' 
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It Imb been seen by a letter mentioned a little way back from 
Biedesel to Phillips, that the former had requested Uie Ame- 
rican government for a flag of tnice under which Captain 6er« 
laeh might Tiait Virginia. The reasons, also, which induced 
Riedesel to hasten this matter, haye also been adverted to. 
General Phillips not only attended to this request of the Ger- 
man general, but proeured from Washington a pass for Gcrlaeh 
to Virginia. The latter took with him money, clothing and 
other necessary artides for the troops who were literally desti- 
tute of everything; and his visit, therefore, could not be post- 
poned. 

The pass from General Washington read " as fiur as the coast 
of Virginia." At this point, Captain Gerhch was directed to 
apply to the govemor of Ae province, General Jefferson, who, 
he was told, would arrange matters in r^;ard to the transporta- 
tion of the supplies by land as far aa Winchester. Gerlaoh, | 
accordingly, applied to the governor ; but the latter raised so I 
many objections that he was forced to write to Riedesel for I 
further instructions. The German general, who was no little 
embarrassed by these repeated delays, at once wrote on the 3d 
of June, to General Oornwallis requesting him as the nearest 
general to (Governor Jefferson, to attend to the mattm of Ger- 
lach. Cornwallis immediately entered into the affair, with the 
greatest seal, and with so much success that Gerlaoh finally 
reached Winchester with his supplies. He found the troops in 
a very miserable plight, living in huts, and in want of every- 
thing. The English troops were at Yorktown. 

On the 6th of June, Ricdesel wrote from Brooklyn to Briga- 
dier Getioiul Speclit in (^iiiatla, as follows: "I cannot blame 
you, my brother.' if you should believe that 1 had been buried 
loug .since or had forgotten niy Canadian I'riends. Jhit. never in 
my life, have 1 seen so little iuterconrsc between two provinces 
so near together as Cauuda and >(ew York. T verily believe 
that I could easier scud a letter to Batavia than to Cauadu." 

* I, brotb«r in Anns. ^ 
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Biedasel Bad now been a long time^ in readiness to start for 
Canada with fbrty officers and four hundred men, but the ne- 
oessaiy esoort was wanting. This was to hare oonsiBted of a 
frigate ; but the British admiral appeared loth to furnish one. 
The Hessian oobnel, Von Gall, had already left New York for 
Germany, when Biedeeel reoeived from the hereditary prince, 
the letter dated April 18th. Colonel Gall was very unkindly 
received by the prince in oonsequenoe of having left America 
without permission. This action of the prince, however, also 
arose from his having heard that Gall had been partial in his 
conduct of his men, and had embeuled money. This is seen 
by the following letter from (he prince to Riedesel : 

« Hanau, April 18, 1781. 

My very dear Major General : The especial kindness which 
yon constantly manifest toward me and my soldiers, and for 
which my warmest thanks are continually due you, leads me 
to hope that you will not conceal from me in any particular, the 
conduct of Colonel Yon Gall, who has been so long under your 
command, and who has returned without my permission. He is 
accused of retaining money and appropriating it to his own use, 
and also of partiality. It is even said that he was tried by a 
commission in Canada. Since it is incumbent upon me to go 
to the bottom of this matter, and since this officer by all appear- 
ances seems guilty, I conjure you to woA, me a speedy answer 
r^arding this whole matter. Keep nothing from me ; but give 
me a special proof of your interest in my men, who have been 
80 unfortunate and so abused. I ask you to do me this fitvor 
as an old Hessian, and far the good of the service. 

*^ In real friendship and high este^, 

« " I remain your sincere and true friend, 

William, Hereditary Prince of Hessia. 

P. S. I send a copy of this letter to New York, not know- 
ing whether or not you have left there for Canada. 
<<To General Yon Biedesel, Canada." 
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General Biedesel, wbo Iiad not mqwoted anything of tliia 
kind, was very much aatonished at the contents of this letter. 
After examining the ease, he returned the following answer to 
the prince : 

^ To hi* mast terme Hwfkmeny Hereditary Pvince. 

CrTRcious Prince and Lord : The kind letter of your most 
serene highness of April 18th, I had the honor of receiving by 
the packet the latter part of last month. I am extremely sorry 
that your highness was so much displeased at the return of 
Colonel Yon Gall.- I hope that my letter of June 6th will 
excuse my having been the seeming instrument of his retora 
by having obtuned for him the required p^rmisrion fbr that 



Your highness requests me, in a very gracious manner, to 
send you a report of the conduct of Colonel Gall, and also an 
account of those transactions in Canada, by which the. raiment 
Is said to haTS snffored. In response to this request, I e«i 
only say that all orders have been invariably obeyed by the 
troops under Colonel Y. Gall in the most faithful manner; and 
if troubles have occasionally occurred, they have arisen rather 
from want of kuuwledge of our situation, or by fear, perhaps, 
of sacrificing some of the national prerogatives of the troops 
of your hichness than from other reasons. Such cases have 
always beeu Hi)eedily arraiiized whenever Oolonel Von Gall has 
consulted nie. A ery likely, also, Gall h.us iu)t always considered 
it to be for the interest of yniir highness to follow the advice of 
the eonmian<ler oi' another nation. 

liut it is my duty to bear witness to the good intentions of 
Colonel Von (Jail in his efforts to arrange pecuniary matters j 
and although differences between him and the late/(Jcneral 
Phillips occasionally arose, yet by my and tlie 1 ittcr's explana- 
tions they were always settled. I am not prei)ared to say that 
Colonel (jail was always wrong ou such occasions, but his de- 
mands were at times not in accordance with the situation of 
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affidifl. Ereiythmg, howerer, has iiiTariablj been settled in 
an amicable manner ^ and Gall parted from Pbillips and myself 
on the best of terms. Not, however, to be too lengthy in my 
answer, I mnat respectfiilly aek yoor highnees to inquire fbrther 
of Captain Y. Geismer, who is perfectly familiar with theee 
transactions, and who, I feel confident, will oonfim that which 
I have here written. 

" As regards the matter of the provisions in Canada, tlic 
iuvestigutiou of which was (•niinuittcd to uie by General Sir 
Guy Carleton at Berthier in that piuviucc, 1 can only give you 
a correct report by sending you the docuiaents. But as they 
Hic witli Liy bagguge in Canada. I cannot send you a complete 
report in regard t<i the matter until my arrival in said province. 
I will then do so. For the present, I will only remark that 
this affair appears to be very disadvantageous to Colonel Gall; 
and, further, I may say, that had any one other than myself 
investigated this matter, it would have turned out very badly 
for the colonel; for it was evident that the proviHiruis had been 
distributed among the troops at a smaller weight than bad been 
ordered by General Carleton, and that the inhabitants com* 
plained at being obliged to provide for the soldiers at this rate. 
But when I consider, on the other hand, that one and a half 
pounds of meat and one and a half pounds of bread was more 
than a soldier could eat, and that Gall intended to accumulate 
» regimental fund for unforeBcen oases — such as frequently 
occurred among die Brunswick troops — I coiuider him only 
to blame for not foreseeing the danger which was connected 
with this act, no matter how good was his intention. 

« Upon my arriTing at Berthier in order to b^in the inves- 
<agation, it looked at first as if the colond intended to deny the 
matter. , Seeing, however, that I commenced the investigation 
in an earnest, but impartial spirit, he confessed the truth, and 
stated the cause which led him to act in this manner. From 
that moment I changed the whole course of the investigation, 
and advised the iuhabitauts to compromise tiie matter. Cap- 
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tain Geismar assisted Colonel Gall in fully satisfying the inha- 
bitants. The latter appeared before the aathorities and took 
back their oomplaints, saying, that they were satisfied ; and 
some even went so far as to ask the forgiveness of Colonel Gall 
for having lodged complaints against him with the commanding 
generals. Thus, the affair was settled. My report wtts sent to 
tihe oommanding general without the minutes of the investiga- 
tion, and he expressed himself perfectly satisfied with the result 
of the commission. I have never cared to ascertain the amount 
paid to the inhabitants. Colonel Von Gall will doubtless be 
able to fhmish your highn^ with the most satisfactory expla- 
nations regarding his eondnot, of which nothing can be learned 
from the documents themsdlYes. 

" I here state to your highness that Admiral Graves has at 
last oondnded to convey us to Canada. The troops will be 
embarked day after to-morrow, and I hope we shall sail before 
the end of this month. As soon as I arrive in Canada, I shall 
again report regardii^ this matter to your highness. 

The commanding general, Sir Honiy Clinton, has 
nicated to me an order from your highness, addressed to all 
captured officers, commanding them to embark fat Canada at 
the first possible moment, and cautioning them against return^ 
ing to Germany without permission. Being unable to do any- 
thing more toward the execution of this order, on account of 
my departure, I shall request Lieutenant General Von Knyp- 
hausen to infi>nn the troops of your highness arriving here of 
your wishes. 

Hoping to enjoy a continuance of your ihvor, 
remain, your highnWs devoted and 
" obedient servant, 

" BiBDBSEL, Major General. 

"Brooklyn, July 19, 1781." 

We may state in explanation of the above letter, that this 
investigation took place while the troops were yet in Canada. 
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The Boldiera were those mostly qnsiterad on the inhabituits, to 
whom they sold thdr rations, aad by whom they were bouded 
in ezohange. The soldiers were also furnished with rioe, flour 
ftnd other articles; and the inhabitants, having, in Colonel Gall's 
opinion, the advantage, he desired to tnm the scale in &vor of 
his men by cutting down those rations which the inhabitants 
received from the soldiers, hoping to tnm the surplus into 
money out of which a fiind could be created £>r the benefit of 
the men in unfiireseen emergencies. Colonel QaU had taken this 
idea from the Bmnswickers, who had a reserve fund of thia 
nature made up by the monthly contributions of the men, a 
small amount being deducted from their r^ular monthly pay. 
Economy was at that time an eqiecial characteristic of the 
Brunswick troops; and in their order and excellent self-control 
the soldiers of that period set an example to the ones of the 
present day. Biedesel paid particular attention to the adminis- 
tration of the finances, always keeping a strict watch over the 
welfare of his men. 

This affair of Colonel Gall attracted great attention,' not only 
in Hessia, but throughout Germany. It was even discussed in 
the public journalB. The philanthropical howlors who wore 
grumbling so continually about " soul selling," sought to make 
capital of this case for their side by expatiating upon the dread- 
ful way in which the poor soldiers were treated, by being cut 
down in everything. The compiler of this work has, therefore, 
considered it hie duty to quote the documents referring to this 
case, in order to remove all stain from the name of so merito- 
rious and honorable an officer, and also again to show how well 
the German troops were cared ibr. 

At length, the En^ish admiral fhmished the necessary num- 
ber of ships for the voyage to Canada. On the 22d of July, 
General Biedesel, with his family and suit went on board of the 
transport Little Deal, in which they were to make the journey. 
Although they were very desirous to start for Canada, the 
parting from so many of their friends, who had shown them 
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sncli great kindness, and to wliom tliey were warmly attached, 
was vory h;u1. The English gtiveruuient, al'-^o, had acted nobly 
toward theiJi up to the last moment ; for tlie ^^eiioral wa.s solicited 
to t«kc with liiiii all of the coetly iurniturc it had <:iven him, 
for his house in ('auada. Nor wonhl the authorities take back 
the wood which waa left of what thej had turoished him. This 
amomited to about thirty oords, and was of great Yaiue at this 
tune. But the German general was not the maa to pnt himself 
under obligations to others if he oonld avoid it. He, therefore, 
aent the furniture to the magazine, and distributed the wood 
among some needy fiuniliea, whose blettingB followed him on hia 
departure. 

General Clinton, who partieularly regretted the departure of 
tliia German &mily, and, therefore, desired to make iheur 
Toyage as pleasant and oomfortable as possible, himself arranged 
the details of their journey. He sent for the agent of the ship, 
and especially enjoined him to select for their use, the beet 
sailing yessel, and accompany the trayelers himself. The latter 
was rich in pronuses, but the result' soon showed that Clinton 
had not been yeiy fortunate in the selection of his man. The 
yessel was a very poor one, and the captain an exceedingly 
iprnorant and uncouth fellow, who grew more discourteous the 
lurther he ^ot from Xcw York. In consequence of a contrary 
wind, the ship was forced to remain at anchor eight days near 
the city; and when the flotilla finally got under way it was 
discovered that the vessel, cont^tining Kiedesel and family, was 
the poorest ontj of all. It was a poor .sailer, and actually had 
to be towed by one of her consorts. Neither were there men 
enough on this vessel to man her pr(»perly. and she was conse- 
quently often in danger of being capsized by gales of wind. In 
addition to all this, the ship sprang a leak thus compelling the 
fTumpa to be constantly worked. A hostile attack was, moreover, 
continually to be feared ; and had such an event occurred and the 
flotilla been compelled to flee, the ship, on which was the gene- 
ral, would undoubtedly have been the first one to fidl into the 
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hands of tlie enemy.- And aa a elimaz to the whole the sgent, 
who bj the orders of Clinton Moompanied the travelers, and 
whose expenees were paid by them, was » very unpleasant and 
unedncatod man. Indeed he was more of a burden than n 
help, and rendered himself ezoeedingly disagreeable, during the 
entire passage. 

The flotilla encountered difficulties of all kinds. Madam 
Biedesel was taken ill \ and the general ill health of her husband 
was greatly increased by the voyage. The fleet put in for a 
little while at Halifax. General Riedcsel and family went on 
shore and paid a visit to the governor, who received them in a 
most friendly manner, and invited them to dinner. This atten* 
tion they aeceptod; and the next day, they were taken by 
their host all over the city and island and shown everything 
.that was worth seeing. 

From Halifax the voyage was stormy, but the mouth of the 
St. Lawrence was reached without accident. Before reaching 
Quebec, the general issued the following order to the German 
troops in Canada, and sent it in advance by his adjutant : 

" On Board the Little Deal, before 
Quebec, September 10, 1781. 

" Major General Von Riedesel announces to the Brunswick 
troops in Canada, his arrival in the province after an absence 

of four years — a period spent in misery, chagrin and all pos- 
sible discomfort. He has left the rest of the captured troops 
in this sad condition, aud without the least hope of a speedy 
liberation. The general feels into use joy at the near praspect 
of once more seeing those troops whom at all times he has con- 
sidered his friends ; and he is conliilent nl" iiuJiug among them 
the same willingness, punctuality and zeal in the service which 
they have shown of old. He will consider it a real pleasure if 
he can do anything for the weliare or plc;ii<.ure ot" the troops, 
cither as a body or as individuals. 

" For the present and until further orders, all reports, lists, 

14* . 
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applications, etc., are to be sent to Brigadier General Yon Speelit, 
uutil the GToneral is more acquainted with the circumstances, and 
until the duration of his stay and bis future destination is known 
to him. 

" B1BDB8EL, Major General/^ 

. Upon his arrival In Quebec. Biedesel called first upon the 
governor, General Haldimand, to report himself. He iras 
received in an extremely cordial and friendly manner. 

General Haldimand had been described .' to lliedesel as a 
sour looking and morose man, and of a yery unsocial disposition. 
The latter, however, was too niiieh of an adept in human nature 
to allow such reports to prejudice his estimate of any man. At 
the first interview, therefore, he met Haldimand openly; and 
the latter, who was in truth, somewhat moroee, soon grew more 
friendly and talkative until the two generate finally parted, each 
well pleased with the other. 

. General Haldimand had little intercourse with the inhabit- 
ants of Quebec. He lived more for himself and the company 
of his office. During his stay of four years he had ratted the 
old government building and refurnished it, so that Biedesel 
found it a palace in comparison with what it had been formerly. 
The most beautiful gardens now surrounded it, filled with choice 
firuit trees. The building itself was also most splendidly situated 
npon an eminence from which there was a eharming view. 

Riedesel tarried only long enough in Quebec to rest himself 
from the fatigues of the voyage. He then accompanied Hsldi- 
mand to Sorel (he was to assume command) leaving, meanwhile, 
Mrs. Riedesel and the children for the present at Quebec. The 
governor expressed his sorrow at being unable to give him a 
suitable house in Sorel where at the best he would suffer firom 
the want of many comforts; " but," continued he, "it is a very 
important post, and I wished it intrusted to you." Haldimand, 
however, did the best he could for the German general's com> 
fort. He boujght a house there that happened to be in course 
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of construction, with the undeiBtanding that it should be finished 
by Christmas. 

Sorel, next to Montreal, was^ undoubtedly, the most import- 
ant place in Canada. Here emptied the upper St. Lawrence 
and the Chambly river (Richelieu) and the Lake St. Pierre. 
Sorel was the key to the latter river and Lake Champlain. 
Further to the east the Tamaska emptied into the latter lake so 
that Sorel in &et hold the estuaries of three Tivers. The hold- 
ing of the fort at this place was thus of the greatest iinpoi-tance 
to the royal troopg. Riedesel visited the -quarters of the Ger- 
man soldiers ; and h.iviiiL: ;i*«ccrtjiined their position uud strength, 
entered at once upon the work of organization. 

The first thing he did was U> fortu his ti iops in the follow- 
ing manner : The grenadiers — there nut being a siuHu ienL num- 
ber of these to form a Itattalion — wore dividod int^ companies 
and distributed among (lie infantry rcginiculs. ( )f these, the 
regiment of Rhetz wiw the weakest, aud therefore reeeived. in 
addition to the company of grenadiers, one company frtim the 
regiment of Prince Frederick. The companies were now not 
more than half as strong as formerly, and there being also a 
lack of officers, each company received only one sergeant who 
eominanded it, one quarter master, one captain (Vannei^ and 
three corporals. But even with this arrangement, there was 
still a great deficiency in officers, which had to be made up by 
exempts at times performing the duties of .vice^oorporals, for 
which service they received additional pay. The grenadier 
regiment was still weaker, ibr it had even fewer noncommis- 
sioned officers to each company, viz : one sergeant, one noncom- 
missioned officer who performed the .duties of quarter master 
and took the place of a captain ^arme^, and two corporals. 
The subaltern officers were also equally distributed among the 
companies. The commanders of regiments were apportioned as 
follows : 1st. The regiment of dragoons, Captain of Cavabry Von 
Sohlagenteuflel, Sen. : 2d. Kegiment of Prince Frederick, Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Praetorius : 3d. Regiment Yon Rhets, Lieutenant 
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Colonel Von Ebrcnkrook : 4th. Regiment A''on Riedesel, Lien- 
tenant Colonel Yon Hills: 5tli. llegiuicnt Von Specht, Major 
Yon Lueke : 6th. Light infantry battalion, Lieutenant Colonel 
Yon Barner. ' 

The troops in Canada were distributed in their various winter 
quarters, by a general order of Haldimand, dated October 8th, 
1781, in the following manner : 

iBt. The troops, under Major General Clark, were stationed 
at Quebec, on the Island Orleans, between St. Paul's bay and 
Maehiche, on the north side, and from Oamaraska as far as 
Lake St Paul on the south side of the St. Lawrence. 

2d. The troops, under Major General YonSiedesel, oeeapied 
t^e apace from Baoancourt to Point an Per on the north side of 
Lake Ohamplain, and from La Prairie to Sorel. 

3d. The troops, under Brigadier General Yon Speth, with 
th^ exception of those at the south side of the St. Lawrence, 
were at Montreal and Machiehe, and on the north side of Cote 
au de Lac as far ss La Prairie. 

4th. The Canadian Indians were under the command of 
Lieutenant Colonel Campbell, and the Mohawks undw Colonel 
Claus.^ 

6th. The command of the fleet on Lake Champlain was giTen 
to Captain Chambers. 

After all these apportionmentshad been aeoomplished, General 
Biedesel went on a tonr of inspection among the difler^t bodiea 
of his troops. 

In November he again traveled over his dis^ct; and on his 
return, the Ist of December, he wrote General Haldimand from 
Sorel, the following letter: 

(Private). 

"Sir : By the accompanying report, your exceUeney will see 
that I have returned from visiting my district. By it yon will 

• » ThA general order In regard to this, la dated at Quebec, October 20, 1781. 
■Ctdonoi IMnlel Claas ; son-in-law and nephew of Sir WllUam Johnson. 
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al.s<> })(> inforiued of the working of the different orders I bftve 
issued from time to time. 1 selected a poor time for my jtmrney 
(the 30th of November and the Ist of Deeember). I had terri> 
bio weather ] and I was five hours on the road between La 
Prairie and the trayerse of Longueil, a distance of two and^a 
half leagues. I did not meet Colonel St. Leger. He had gone 
on private bnstneas from St. John to Montreal } but Captain 
Forbes, being a Teiy inteUigent ofieer, I haTe arranged erery- 
thing with hia as well as if I had seen the ooloneL I was 
ready both on Wednesday and the day following to go to 
Quebec, but the letter of yonr ezoellenoy of the 29th, makes it 
aeoessary &r me to remain here, until I hsTO reeeired from yon 
further orders. 

. Tour exoeUenoy will remember that Sir Henry,* on my 
departure from New York, expected Count de Grasse with 
fifteen or twenty thousand men, who was to unite with (general 
Washington and Count Bochambeau in an attack on that city. 
At that time Sir Henry had not more than eleven thousand 
men. Neverthelees, he requested me to tell your excellency 
that he had no fears for New Tork, but, on the contrary, was 
ready to meet the enemy. At present he has a fleet of twenty- 
two ships of the line, twenty-five hundred more German troops, 
and three additional English regiments. The enemy haye only 
twenty-fonr ships ; and the number of land troops, brought by 
Pe Grasse, do not amount in all probability to more than fi>ur 
thousand, a large part of whom have returned to the island. 
Thus- the situation of Sir Henry is much better now than it was 
at the time of my departure. These, your exodlency, are the 
grounds upon which I base my hope that the enemy are in no 
position to undertake anything snecessfnllj against New York, 
and that a great many of them will be punbhed for their andsr 
city. Your excdlency is ae<j[uainted with the situation of New 
York. If the enemy intend attacking it, it will be necessary 
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for them either to take KingBbridge — at present uii extremely 
well fortified plaoe both by nature and by art — or divide their 
troops into several e'trps and attack Long island, Staten island 
and Paurs hook. In the first ease a force of 18,000 men will 
be necessary to undertake the attack on King's bridge, besides 
a second force for the position of MacCowen's paaa which is still 
better fortified. In the second oaae, if the forces are divided it 
will give Sir Henry a favorable opportunity to meet them 
singly, an easy matter, since we hare the necessary number of 
small veeeela to conv^ our men to a place which it would take 
the enemy two or three days to reach by land. Tf the rumor 
is true that the enemy intend to attack New York, I believe 
that your exceUeney will have in a short time, intelligence 
which will, in some degree, counterbalance the misfortunes in 
Virginia. * 

Madam Biedesel feels very much flattered at your remem- 
brance of - her, and sends her best respects. . The indement 
season of the year retards operations on our house, but I hope 
we will be ahle to move into |t at the end of two weeks. . It 
will give Madam Riedesel much joy to furnish a room for you 
in our house, and -nothing wiO give us more pleasure than to 
have you as our guest 

Next Monday I shall go to Yamaska and St Francois, to 
arrange the new quarters of the men. Should those two places 
he too full, I shall report, on my return, to your ezoelleni^. 

" I have the honor, etc., 

« BiBDBSEL, Major General. 

" Sorel, December 3, 1781.'' 

And in his report to which he alludes in this letter under 
the same date, Biedesel says : " Bay before yesterday, the first 
of the month, I r^umed from visiting my district. The 44th 
Begiment had just gone into winter quarters, one company 
having been sent to the parish o;f Point Olivier where I spent 
the night. I have instructed the commanding officer to pay 
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special attention to the inhabitants, and to see to it that no 
stranger conies within the parish without his knuwlcflire ; and, 
further, that none of the inhahitant8 t^t.ny »way froiu here with- 
out hifi being informed of it. The officer has promised me to 
fittend not only to this, but to the g\iardiu«; of his district. 

" The fleet of Commodore Chambers, I have found in n p>od 
position. The K< ya] Oeor^re, the Inflexible, and the Lady Mary 
protect one another by the direction of their guns, at the same 
time that they coifer the sides of the fort. Kaoh of the tliree 
large ships is surrounded by palisades erected on a wall of 
snow; while a line of the same material covers all the othor 
vessels which, according to their size, arc so poeted that it will 
be impossible to attack them without a large number of guns, 
and still more imposaible to approach sufficiently near to set fire 
to them.i 

" The fortifications of St. John are still in the same condition 
in which your excellency found tlit ni hist fall, with this excep- 
tion, that the great traTcrse, which runs behind the fort, is 
now ten feet higher ; but the heavy frosts hinder the completion 
of the work. The garrison appear very watchful, especially at 
night. In the Savanne I have posted one noncommissioned 
officer with ten men from the regiment of H^sse Hanau for the 
purpose of keq>ing a strict watch on the inhabitants. Thence 
I went to the prairie, where I met the Hesse Hanau chasseurs, 
who have gone into wintw quarters and hold the parish of 
Chateau Gay.^ I have given oxders to Captain Casten Dyk, in 
respect to the conduct of the inhabitants — desiring him to 
prevent hostile emissaries coming into the parish, as I believe 
that the rebels have in this way kept -up their correspondence 
vitli the .'disloyal in . Montreal. Captain Casten Dyk appears 
to me, to be an intelligent officer, and I hope he will not disap- 

' Lake Cliamiilani iind the river were fyo^cn. fhn« r«*iiderinir an nttack e.T'ier. 
The i»Iiipi< had been, tbererorc, drawn oui on to the land and fortitied in the above 
luuned maimer. 

' T!. nee tlM aaaw Chatanqm, wbkh is not of Indlui orlgbi m to gmendly mp« 

pofcd, - . . ' 
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point my ezpeototioas. On my ntnro I Tisited the qurtera 
of the royalista. both at Bergere and Canton-ooBiir*! Major 
Nern was just making preparations to organize these troops 
anew. 

"Everything is now settled in the district with whicli y(»ui- 
excellency has entrusted me j and I hope it has been done 
according to ymir wishes. The re^zinient Rhetz is the only 
one that haa n<;i y^ i ^unc into itts (|ii:irt('rH. I received the 
command of your excellency to give this regiment orders to 
march on the 22d of November ; but the rivers Yamaska and 
St. Francois having in the meantime partially frozen over, and 
being, therefore, impassable, I ordered it to march on tlic north 
hank) and eroas the gr^t river near Point an Lac. The regi- 
ment, aoeordingly, marched on the 25th, and arrived on the 
28th, at Machise and Point an Lac; hnt the river being no 
longer passable, the regiment remained, on the 29th, this side 
of it. Colonel Carleton, who has gone to Trois Biyieree, has 
promised me to assist this regiment over the river if it is a 
possible thing, bat if it is not, then to have it quartered, with 
the permiwion of the inhabitants, where it now is, until the iee 
is sufficiently firm to allow of its crossing. This, however, is of 
no consequence, as all its rations are drawn from Trois Rivierea. 
Ajffcer considering these circumstances, yonr excellency, will, I 
am sure, give me credit for endeavor! ii<^^ to carry out your 
orders, liavintr only been prevented from cio doing by the sudden 
appeal auce of the ii'ost and cold. 

" The detachment of Captain Kippenhans crossed the Yam- 
aska and Francois on the 21st and 'I'lA. 1 doubt not, that by 
this time, it has arrived at the quarters of it<? regiment. 

" I shall visit the two companies of Barner. at Yamaska and 
Francois, and if I find that there are too many troops in the 
former parish, or that it is discommoded by the company which 



I The royalirtte were ft corps of volantccre, under Major Kcme, and consiBtod 
cUefly of BiigU«bm«ii vnd CuMdians. 
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is in ^tfriflon at tliat place, I will endesTor to arraoge every- 
tliing acoordiag to the wiahea of your exeelli ncy. 

"I lutre tlie honor, etc., 

*'Ri3a>BBKL, Major General." 

Meanwhile, General Riedesel had anxioa»ly watched the 
movements of Lord Cornwallia in the southern proTinoes, for 
upon the result of these depended the weal or woe of the cap- 
tured troopa in Virginia. If that general's operations were 
successful, the Germans would be immediately liherated ; if not, 
no one could tell how long they would remain in misery. Ried- 
esel was, at this time, therefore, in constant coninmnicatioa 
with Cornwallis, and followed his every «tep with iiitonHc in- 
terest. In a letter to the latter, he congratulates him upon his 
victories, especially those near Camden (August 25th, 17HU), 
near Guildford over Green (March 15th, 17SI ), and the one 
near Jamestown over Lafayette ( July Gth, 17H1). In conse- 
quence of these successftil oiiirauviiit'ufs. lie expected without 
doubt, the couiplete subjugatimi nf N'iigiuia. lJut events sud- 
denly took an uiu xpeotcd turn. Washington, with a view of 
preventing Cortnvallis I'rom being supported, succeeded, by 
spreading rumors, in making .Clinton fearful of an attack on 
New York — than which, however, nothing wjia at thiit time 
further from the iuteutious of the Americans. The American 
commander also, was successful shortly alter in cutting off the 
communications of Cornwnllif with Clinton, and forcinir the 
former to surrender at Vui ktovvn, on the IDth uf Octuber, with 
6,001) prisoners. When Uiedesel received the first Intelligence 
of this di.^a.ster, he could not credit it. He eonsidered it im- 
possible for such a misfortum- to happen to so brave a corps 
under so tiUented a leader. TJut wlien tlit^ rumor was confirmed, 
he gave up all hope; tor now nothing could lie e\]tertod from 
such an arrogant foe, but more severe and brutal treatment of 
the captured troops. 

But besides the loss of so many brave troops, the British 

15* 
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were now lendeved utterly powerless to oonoentrate iheir re- 
maining fovoes. Offenuye measores were of course abandoned. 
They were doing well to preserve the few men that were left to 
than. The AmOTicans, on the contrary, increased rapidly in 
Gonfidenoe and numbera. A erisia had evidently been reached 
on the eventful day of October the 19th. The fortunes of the 
contending parties were then and there decided. 

According to a report, carefully prepared by Captain 01eve» 
the strength of the ' Brunswick troops in America, on the let of 
December, 1781, was as follows : 



Up to this time 405 men had been lost, in killed and deser- 
tions. The troops in Canada were greatly in need of commis- 
sioned and noncommissioned officers, there being only 74 of the 
former with the regiinciit.s. 

From the letters of lliedesel already (quoted, it lias beeu seen 
that he paid as much attention to the enemy within his district 
as without. And he had certainly Lrond reaauu^ for his conduct. 
It was evident that the Ainerieans spared no effort to revolu- 
tionize those northern proviiice;^, th:it had halierto remained 
faithful to the English. There were, liowever, a few iu those 
provinces who at heart sympathized with the American cause, 
while apparently they were good royalists. Moreover, aiuce 
the turn affairs had taken in the south, there was a still greater 
necessity for caution. Tmmodiately after the capitulation of 
Cornwallis, printed placards were distributed among the inha- 
bitants of Cuimda, which stated plainly that the douiiniitn of 
the English was now at an end. lleiice, at any jnoment tlie 
spark hidden in the ashes nii«iht hreuk out into a llame. Both 
Haldimand and Kiedosel exiutcd every effort to destroy and 
suppress these incendiary placards, and prevent the standard of 
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rebellion beincr raised. Of this latter event, however, there was 
not much fear, as Canada, in comparison with the southern 
proviuces, was thinly populated, and its cities, with the excep- 
tion of Quebec, sparsely peopled. But the Ameriean com- 
manders were now free to operate against the northern coantriefl. 
A larger district was therefore given to Riedescl. His com- 
mand included the garrisons of the most important forts between 
the St. Lawrence and the Richelieu, and from Montreal to Point 
au Fer as far up as Sorei on Lake St. Pierie. Notwithstanding 
the severity €ji the winter and his ill health, Riedesel was alwaja 
" on the go/' This continual activity was necessary to keep 
the troops constantly on the alert, and to forward as rapidly as 
possible the works around the forts. He also boilt several strong 
log block houses in different places. In all this he was ably 
seconded by General Haldimand. 

As before stated, the generals were obliged to maintain a 
strict watch over the inhabitants. They were therefore tow&l 
to employ measures to which they would have objected in less 
critical times. 

. A regular .sytstcm of espionage wa^i now iatruduciMl. tliat the 
innocent might not sufter with the jruilty. Haldimuud aeeord- 
ingly issued orders to tlie higher grades of t.fficers, that lists 
of all the inhabitants should be secretly made out, giving, beside 
the name, the political leaninfrs of individuals. Those who were 
in any way suspected, were particularly watehed. This work was 
intrusted to noncommissioned officers and privates. Besides this, 
there were spies who sneaked about villages minding every one's 
business but their own. As a result of this system of spying, 
the prisons in the fortified towns were filled in a short time. 
Among other things, Haldimand writes to Riedesel the follow- 
ing : I fear that there are too many of these kind of people in 
this province ; and as there is a great lack of room to keep the 
prisoners, I desire that no more persons be arrested, unless there 
is a well founded suspicion against them/' 

The loyal inhabitants of those provinces held by the enemy, 
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flonndered Canada or New York city us the only safo place of 
refuge. Many left all their Talnables hehind them to escape 
the abuse of the rough militia, and if they had been too out- 
spoken they fled for their lives. Such fugitives were received 

by the guverumeut in the must friendly manner. They were 
assisted and often had money advanced to them in case of need. 
The commanders nf the different districts were oblisred to keep 
listtt uf all suck rciugtu'S as well as of those who were suspected. 
This was necessary, so great was the fear that every stranger 
might be an emissary of the enemy or a secret spy. 

1782. 

General Riedesel with his family moved into the new house a 
few days before rin istmas. It had been carefully prepared for 
his reception by his thrifty wife. Some English officers, who 
had been invited in, helped the German fkmily to celebrate the 
holidays which were thns ohserred partly in the English and 
partly in the German manner. Under the illnminated Christ- 
mas tree, was placed the Christmas pie, an article inseparable 
among Englishmen from this festivily. The house, it is true, 
was very new \ the trees of which it had been built having stood 
in the woods but six months previously. There was, however, 
in this, nothing unusual, as the Americans, even at that time, 
built with a celerity of which we in staid old Germany have no 
conception. As a matter of course, tliu walls were very thin; 
uiid it ol'teii happened tliat liouses constructed in such a hasty 
manner were blown down by a storm. The house, occupied by 
lliede.sel at Sorcl, contained a diniiiir. a sittini: and a bed room 
for the general; a room and bed room for Ids wife: nnd a 
general reception, or drawing room. On the upper floor were 
four rooinfi, two of whieh were occupied by the servants. Two 
covered walks led from the house to the kitchen and wash house, 
the guard room being over the latter. The house was not in the 
village of Sorel proper, but about fifteen minutes walk in the 
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snbnrbs, and 80 close to the outposte that riz men of tbe gaard 
were statbned every uight in the ball to act as Bentineb. 

The winter was severe: the anow was deep; and the riven 
and lakes were froien so hard that they oonld he crossed in all 
directions. This eircnmstanoe rendered caution additionally 
neeeBsa37) and Biedesel accordingly visited the p> ^ts and forts 
even more frequently than nsnal. He generally made these 
visits in a sleigh accompanied by one adjutant and a servants 
The Canadian driver always drove very halt \ so that the general 
got over much ground every day. 

Eiedesel and &mily would have been nearly cut off from all 
intercourse with the outside wwM, had it not been for the 
friendly offices of General Haldimand, who kept them inforuied 
by letters and newspapers of all the iiii])ortaut evont« which 
occurred both in Europe and in America. With the exception 
of New Holland, this war was carried on in all parts of the 
world ; for where did not the two most powerful nations on the 
wattr liave possessions and commercial interests? Accordingly, 
we find General HiodL>el carrying on an extt ii^ive correspond- 
ence with tlie mujit iufluential men of the time upon those topics 
which {illed every mind. Space, however, will m>t permit us to 
quote but two of these letters. 

General Kiedesel to General Haldimand. 

Letter No. L 

"I thank your excellency most warmly for flic )>aper8 which 
I herewith hnve the honor of returning to yuu. Ijiku your 
excellency, I, also, take great interest in the unhappy events 
which have taken place during the la.st year, and intlt cd, are 
still hanging over our heads. I am as much interested iu thorn 
as if they had occurred in my own fatherland. Only powerful 
alliances or a miracle can make good our losses. I fairly believe 
that Washington and Kochambeau intend marching on Canada, 
unless, indeed, the French minister has bis eyed on another pro- 
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vince — a matter, which will be decided in a few months. Tf 
the army of jroiir ezcellency falls a victim to our misfortuaes, 
your arrangements wfll prevent its selling itself too cheaply. 

No one has conversed with me in relation to the sad fate of 
Lord Cornwallis. I notice that ereiybody is careful not to 
allude to it in my presence. 

RiEDBSSL, Major General. 
''St. John, Fehmaiy 25th, 1782." 

Letter No. II. 

Sir : I have the honor of thanking your excellency for the 
news which you were so kind as to send me, and which is even 
more interesting than the last. It seems to me that there is no 
doubt that Washington and Bochambeau entertain the idea of 
beginning the next campaign in Canada. I am oonidnced of 
this from the following reasons : 1st, that the Frenchman may 
no longer be dependent on the orders of Washington. 2d, that 
he may separate his troops from those of the rebels. Sd, that 
he may, if suocessfbl, achieve a separate conquest. I presume 
however, that this expedition will not be undertaken wi<ihont 
the consent of his government. Neverthden, the prepa- 
rations now making, indicate a very earnest attack. One 
thing, however, appears to me veiy singolar, vis: that one 
report states that the French troops are fortifying themselves 
at Yorktown in Virginia, and another says that they are doing 
the same thmg at Claverac near Albany. I very much doubt 
if Rochamheau would thus separate his men. You will, also, I 
trust, pardon me if I suggest that two good emissaries be at once 
sentdown theOonnectiout river as fitr as Hartford and Springfield, 
fi>r the purpose of ascertaining what arrangements have been 
made by the enemy on the shores of that river, and whether 
there are any French troops at those places. Indeed, I should 
not be surprised at learning that the head quarters of Ilocham« 
beau were at Hartford. Washington's head quarters being on 
the Hudson and his army in that vicinity, I take it for granted 
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that tlie Frenoh fonn the moond line on the Hndeon aa &r aB 
the Conneotieut, and that the enemy are awaiting in that poei- 
tion further orders firom France. 

I rejoice with all mj heart that your excellency is intend- 
ing to Tieit this place ehortly ; and I await your arriTal with 
the greatest impatience. Tou will then he on hand, shonld 
the enemy undertake anything ; while at the same time, your 
presence will encourage the loyal, aud put an end to all quarrels 
and bickering. 

" General Clark leaves me to-morrow. I shall accompany 
him as far as Besancourt, and on my return, iu.speet the regi- 
ment Rlietz. General Clark has seen all that he came to see ; 
and if he has a military memory, may have acquired a general 
knowledge of the country. 

" 1 have tlie honor, etc., 

" lii£D£S£L, Major General. 

" Sorel, March 4, 1782." 

"Report. 

SoRSL, March 4^ 1782. 

I have the honor of reporting to your excellency that I 
returned with General Olark from St. Johns last Friday, the 
Ist of this month. I went as &r as the royal log hlock house, 
where I met Captain Sherwood, who has taken every measure 
in his power to guard against a surprise. The situation of ihe 
hlock house is yery good, hut the house itself fkr from it ; and 
I greatly fear that in case of an attack, it would not hold out 
long. I refer you here to the report of Captain Twi^s. which 
he has sent in, in regard to this matter. It is ver> dilHcult to 
send aid to this place. T believe Captain Sherwood, with his 
capacity, would be apprised of an intended attack sufficiently 
early J and I think it would be better if your excellency should 
allow him to retreat to Point an Fcr witli his men — if he 
thought it best — in case of an attack by superior forces. The 



122 



UAJOB 0mmSAL JUMDMtSOBL 



men in tliat oaae wonld be Bayed^ whS^e he oonld at any moment 
reoccupy hia post after the departnre of the enemy. 

" The post at Point an Fer, I have found M> well defended 
that I am convinced the enemy cannot take it without artiUexy. 

" While I waB sleepiDg at the foit^ daring the night of the 
26thf the small north bloek house burned down. The fire 
was caused by a stove that was out of repair. The fire made 
such rapid projrress that the whole Ijiiilding, together with 
the wooden foriiticatiou this side of it was soon in a blaze; 
and had it not been for the extraordinary exertions of the 
garrison it would have been impossible to save the large house. 
Within the spaee of three hours, tht; latter caught fire in as many 
different places ; but when I left the fort at «ix a. m., the tiames 
had been so subdued that there was no further danger. I im- 
mediately sent Lieutenant Dovenet from the Isle aux Noix to 
estimate the damage and provide means to repair the defenses. 
Your excellency will see by the accompanying report that the . 
damage is not great, and that in a few days the place will be in 
as good a condition as ever. 

I have the honor of inclosing a little plan, showing the 
condition of the fort before the fire, the extent of the damage, 
and the appearance of the pUu» at piesentw 

" To-morrow I will see the regiment Rheta, and aflberwards 
the regiment Speth. I shall then be able to inform your 
excellency of the distribution of the troops in the manner di* 
rected by you. At present, I can onlj say, that, omitting the 
grenadier companies whieh eoutain a large number of old 
people, one-fourth of our men are over forty years of age. I 
haye yisited the 34th and 44th regiments, and have inquired 
of each man his age. The 44th has about ci'^hty nieu who are 
over forty, and J think the former has nearly seventy of the 
Same kind ; so that, in my opinion the proportion is the same. 

" I received your orders by the officer who returned to the 
post of Captain Sherwood, and have dispatehed in all haste the 
necessary iustructious to Colonel 6t. Ledger to send a detaoh- 
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meut at once to Crowu Point and destroy the gun carriages at 
that place. 1 did this because the corps of Ruggers is already 
very muoh weakened by the sending off of detachments, and 
t]i6 garrison at St. Joho needs its men for cutting wood. I 
trust also that you will approve of my ordering Major Yessop 
to send an officer with thirty men to St. John, who are to re> 
main there until the detachment returns from Crown Point. 

According to a report of Sherwood, the proyince of Y ermont 
intends to erect three block houses at Castletown, Pitto and 
Butland, which are to be armed with the six pounders now at 
Williamstown and Lensbeii;. 

Day after to-morrow I shall see Captain Schnddand consult 
with him in regard to keeping a detachment on the Horsen 
road as long as possible, and also respecting the patrols from. 
the Yamaska block house. I shall give orders for the patrols 
to act with the greatest caution. ^ 

"I have the honor, etc., 

" KiEDESEL, Major Ueneral.'* 

The forccH in Canada were evidently too weak to protect such 
a lar^e extent of country against a powerful nttnck. This was 
what lliedesel always feared. He believed ul tliis (iiiic that 
the British would be driven across the St. Lawrence, and per- 
haps out of Canada. General Clinton was nnable to send 
reenforcements, as he* needed all his troops for the defense of 
New York and vicinity. The generalB in Cnriada, were, there- 
fore, obliged to depend on their own exertions for preservation. 
It was fortunate that they harmonized so well together, as in 
this manner the conquest of Canada was rendered the more 
difficult. General Biedesel was, accordingly, yery active the 
entire winter, keeping up the work on the forts. Nothing, 
indeed, was now thought of, but to act on the defensive. There 

> Mrs. Kiedeael, also, speaks of the fire at Point au Fcr, bnt makes it take place 
iu tlie fall of 178-3. This is certainiy a mistaku, for tbe report Of Qeneral Ried.«Ml 
is plainly dated March 4Ui.— NoU in, original, 

IG* 
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were in the district under Riedo^el. besides the regiments 
already named, the 29th, 34th and 44th. The regiment An- 
halt Zerbst, was also under him indirectly. 

In historical works on North America, we find veiy little 
regarding the course of events in Canada after the year 1777. 
Everything naturally remained pretty quiet, for the war WW 
carried on chiefly in the sonthern provincea. We are sorry 
aiaOi that what did occur, cannot be given in regular order. 
We are able to quote only a few doeumenta which throw light 
upon eyentB at this time. These papers, however, are authentiC| 
and will be of undoubted interest to the historical student. 

General Haldimand seldom rcoeived direct and official news 
from the theatre of war. The greater part of his information 
came incidentally and through his spies. General Riedesel, 
also, rarely heard from the prisoners in Vii^iuia, or of that 
"which was anini: on in that province. He was only able to get 
news occasionally by way of New York and Quebec, but this 
was a long and round about way. 

3Ieanwhile the battles in parliament, at London, were fully as 
obstinate as on the continent of America. There were yictoriea 
and defeats on the floor of that body, according to the respective 
strength of the representatiyes of the people, and the ministry. 

The opposition were for peace; the ministry for the prosecu- 
tion of the war. This state of things of course retarded 
operations, the bad consequences of which were continually 
apparent. But the opposition remained in the nugority, and 
the ministry were, therefore, forced to resign. Qeneral Haldi^ 
mand received the news of these events in May, and wrote 
concerning it to Riedesel, as follows : 

(^Privatc). 

" Montreal, Ma^ 20, 1782. 

« Sir : You have undoubtedly learned tiiat on the 16th of this 
month, a ship from LiTerpool arrived at the Bickos, bringing 
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news of a total change in the ministry. I bare no official 
oommonications, bat have reoeived a private letter from Lon- 
don, under date of March 18th, in which I am informed that 
Mr. Ellis has been repkeed bj Lord Germain, Lord Sandwich 
by Admiral Keppel and Lord North by Cavendish. The ship 
was deiained, on the 17th, at Oamouraska by contrary winds. 
This is all I could learn j but if tlic wind lias not changed, I 
hope some of the passengers will land, and that Monday's ])apcr 
may bring us further news about the ministers. May Heaven 
grant that they niny act in our lavur. The paper, which 1 
intrust you with, will show you that w© have cause for feeling 
very aaxioos. 

"Ferd. Haldimand.'' 

By the foregoing letter, we see how poorly even the governor 
of a province was kept informed of the event that had just 
taken place in the mother country. 

In the beginning of August, a volunteer of Rogers's corps, 
by the name of Jonathan Miller, who had been captured by 
the Americans, arrived in Canada. He, with two others, had 
escaped from the Albany jail. He stated that Washington had 
his head quarters at New Windsor, fbr the protection of which 
he had with him a regiment of his guard. General Patterson 
commanded at West Point, which was garrisoned by six thon- 
sand men. Six hundred men were on the Mohawk river, and 
seven hundred were then marching to reenforoe the enemy. 
General Biedesel questioned this man personally. It seemed 
that he, also, had been held a prisoner at West Point, whence he 
had attempted to escape, but fiuled. General Biedesel did not 
fail to communicate the statements of this man to Ualdimand, 
in a report of the 5th of August. 

The soldiers at Sorel led a misora}>le life in thu barracks, 
which in winter were terribly cold, and in summer ibarl'ully 
hot. They were, also, full of insects, lleferring to this in his 
report of August 5th, Biedesel says : 
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" All the barracks in Sorel are at present full of bed bugs 
and other insc^cts. so that the soldiers, iu order to obtain any 
sleep at all, are obliged to sit in front of them the entire night. . 
In couse<(uence of this disagreeable ftict, I am compelled to ask 
permi&sion to have the troops encamp on tli<we places, which I 
have already mentioned to your excellency. This will also 
afford the master of the barracks an opportunity to have thcm 
repaired by the engineer in chief of the department." 

General Ilaldimand at once consented to this arrangement^ 
and the barracks were immediately cleaned and put in thorough 
order. 

On the 5th of Auguirt^, Biedesel received the following letter 
from Haldimand : 

(Private). 

" QusBEC, AuguU 6, 1782. 

"Sir: I will lose no time in communicating to you an im- 
portant piece of news which t have received in cipher from 
General Carleton. He writes me, under date of the 3d instant, 
that the packet arrived in New York on the 31st of July. By 
this, he learns that the preliminary eonferenoes looking toward 
a universal peace have already begun at Paris, and that Mr. 
Grenville has beea sent them as minister. He also states that 
as the independency of the NorUi American states was made 
the basis of the treaty, his majesty authorised his minister 
declare the independence of tihose thirteen states, before a single 
article of peace was proposed. We shall soon learn what have 
been the consequences of a concession of that which has been 
the only cause of the war. As &r as I am concerned, I en* 
deavor to persuade myself that we are far from peace at present, 
and, perhaps, while I write it is all over with. 

" I send you, herewith, the 'last papers, in which you will 
find the most interesting news, also a letter from General 
Washington's commissioner. 
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" Thero has been a very strong wind for the last three days; 
and if there are nny shippi on the river, their arrival in port 
. will not be delayed. 1 very muoh hope that they will bring us 
good news. 

"I have the honor, etc., 

" FxBD. Ualdimand/' 

General Carleton, who is here mentionedf had lately arrived 
in New York to snooeed Clinton in (he oommand of the Engliali 
and Geiman troops in Nortih Amerioa — the latter officer having 
been reealled to England. After the unfortunate capitulation 
of Gomwallis, all oonjSdence in Clinton was lost Indeed, it was 
not as yet known in England, which of the two generab was 
reeponsihle. Carleton, although sent out by the old ministiy, 
was oonfinned as oommander in chief. 

In regard to this, Haldimand writes again to Biedesel.as 
foUows : 

(Plrivato). 

" QuEBEO, August 18, 1782. 

"Sir: At lust I have received a letter from (Mievalier Oarle- 
ton 'y I will now communicate to you the iiewti he has brought 
and forwarded to me. It soimius that the rebels were in no 
hurry to aoeept the propoBitioiis made to tlu>m, although the 
contrary had been anticipated in EuLrlaiid. Terhaps the min- 
istry will now discover that they did wrong in keepinrr hack 
the reeuforcements that were to have accompanied Chevalier 
Carloton to New York. The latter has not yet received my 
letters, and he tells me nothing so far of the result of his 
negotiations. He confines himself to telling me that he is still 
inactive ; that he has received no letters from England since his 
arriTai ; and that he begins to fear that the packet has been 
intercepted. He adds in cipher : * / must mform you that €U 
pretmtf there wte indtcattom of hostilities both in New York 
and m your jptwince. But I am incUned to believe thai the 
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real intentiom of the enemy are offaiwU thit cityA You ttiU, 
therefore J be on your guard in the event of a French fieet arriv^ 
iwj here to cooperate with the enemy.* • 

«I oommunioaie to yoa, my dear genera], the news as I 
have received it. It seems to me that the season of the year is 
too f&T advanced tor the enemy to undertake anything against 
us ; and I liope that the whipping he has received on the 
islands will prevent his sending a fleet iiuMinst New York. As 
the Chevalier Carleton is constautl} uu his guard and closely 
watches hl» imm\ eiiu iitH — thus forcing him to confine himself 
to his own region — I trust we shall be informed in season. 

" You will also reooive by the courier a lett4»r from the adju- 
tant goneral, in relation to the increase of the workmen on the 
Isle aux Xoix. Meanwhile, you are authorized to select those 
officers whom you consider most fitted for the different detach- 
ments; and yon will oblige me by going from time to time 
to the designated places, as I am oonTinoed that yonr seal and 
presence will do much t^^ward the progress of the work. Twias 
will leave here next Saturday. 

" I have the honor, etc., 

Febd. Haldihand." 

General Biedesel was greatly embarrassed in regard to this 
order respecting the officers. Concern i ng this matter he writes to 
Haldimand in a report, under date of September 7th. " Being 
so deficient in officers I know not how to command the compa- 
nies. I am ashamed to say that there is not one among them 
that I could use in this mission." 

As an explanation to this remark, it .sliuuld bo mentioned 
that Haldimuud hud iufurmed Riedesel that uu Euglish officer 
would soon go to the prisoners in Virginia, and that he also 
would be allowed in send an officer to attend to certain matters, 
and earry to tlieui elotliiiiL^ Finally Riedesel selected one 
from the dragoou regiment, who was to go to Virginia by water. 

*I. e., New York. 
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L£IT£R8 OF GSKEAAL HaLDIMAND TO GENSBAL BlEDESEL. 

(PliTBte). 

" Quebec, Scphmber 1782. 

" Sir : TTad T suspected that the frigate Hussar would not 
sailbeibre Wednesday of next week, and had I known that ynnr 
recniita, your uniforms, and yonr baggage are at Halifax, I 
should not have insisted upon the speedy return of Mr. Grafe. 
But T will endeavor to make it up by sending Captain Hasael 
to Halifax; and I will also write to Brigadier General Camp- 
bell, and request him to send your Icttt r-^ i i 1 ther things this 
fall, if it can be done with safety. 1 will also charge Cornet 
Schonewald to send you thence all the intelligence he can obtain. 

" I am very much astonished at not having heard from Gene- 
ral Garleton, and am very impatient to procure some news 
concerning him firom another source. Four days since I dis- 
patched an express by land, with letters to Penobscot, to the 
officer in command there, requesting him to inform me of eveiy- 
thing that occurred there of the least interestb I expect him 
back in a month ; and I hope that you, also, wiU receive letters 
from some of your friends in that phoe. It is a pity that I did 
not learn their destination earlier. 

" Mr. Gr&fe, who arrived here during Saturday night, brought 
me your honored letter of the 13th. The one of the 12th I 
received by mail. The one^ you have inclosed for New York, 
I will attend to, and will do my best to have Comet Sch&newsld 
return this fall, as&r, at least, as Penobscot or Halifax, whence 
it will be possible to obtain answers to yonr letters. 

I also sincerely hope, my dear air, that we are near peace, 
as your gracious sovereign has caused you to hope; but I very 
much fear that the divisions which have again taken place 
among the ministers, and the ambition of Washington and his 
admirers, together with the ambitious plans of the French, will 
place great obstacles in its way. If the chevalier has received 
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orders (ajs i6 stated) to evacuate Xcw Y(»rV. he will find it diffi- 
cult to carry thus mtt. notwithKt^iiuiinu' lu> lias ji fleet there as 
etroug as the o!ie at li<»8ton. But it in to be kujied that the 
waut of materials on the islands for repairing their fleet, will 
force the French to send it to the continent. In such a ca^e, 
part of our fleet now at Bost^m may very likely pursue ; and 
yet Carletnii needs the strength of the entire fleet. It is singu- 
lar that when hafi suoh a safe opportunity of writing me he 
expresses neither hope nor fear, and that he leaves me, since his 
arriTal, in so much unoertaintj eoneerning eyerything. I am 
▼ery sensitive about this. No one, my dear sir, could have taken 
more, pains than yourself in perfecting our works on Isle auz 
Noix; and I rejoice exceedingly to learn ikat our redoubts 
will be finished before winter. I am determined to make you 
a visit before the end of the month if it is a possible tbingl 

Lieutenant Colonel Carleton will also avail bimaelf of tbe 
opportunity afforded bj tbe Hussar to visit bis brotber in New 
York. I shall select Colonel Hope to take his place as quarter 
master g-eneral. 

*• I'rayiug you to give my respects* Madam Riedesel, 

"1 have the honor, etc., 

" F£RD. HaLDIMAND. ' 

(Private). 

" Quebec, Si'ptanber 30, 1782. 

Sir : 1 presume you have heurd that I have twice vainly 
attempted to do myself the honor of seeing you, and also paying 
my respects to Madam Riedeaei. Last week I was already on 

my way, when Baron , whom T had left behind, hrought 

me letters ttom tbe minister, which had been sent to bim by an 
express-abip. 

^< The duplicates of tbe letters I received by another ship, 
which was also dispatched for this purpose. This was the 
reason for my immediate return. The ships have brought no 
other letters but these for me; and you will, therefore, readily 
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believe that this has given rise to many conjectures. But I 
tell yr/u, in confidence, that I have received orders to send at 
once to New York three tr;iiisjM>rts» and nth* r vessels for em- 
barking the troops. They will have tu be su|»]»li«'d with pro- 
visions and bo in enndition t-o receive the tnmps iiuuu'diately, 
as they are tn f^ail wiihuut delay lor the islands. We may, 
therefore, take it for granted that the evacuation of New York 
is decided upon. 

" I expect every nionierit tlic arrival of some transports that 
are now in the river, and on which some of your officers and 
eoldiers are ex])eete(l. Tf the weathrr |»ri>vrs favorable I shall 
not allow them to cast anclmr lu re, but will order thcni at once 
to S(irel. I will send you an express as soon as I am iufnnned 
coneeriiin^ tliis matter. Tn thi? way, yon will have time to 
jviakc the necessary arraMireineiit.s to have each man u«i at once 
to his reiriment. Perhap^« it may be necessary for you to attend 
to this yourself. But as yiwu pre.^ciieo nn the Isle aiix Ndix is 
80 necessary, you will remain there until yen hear from me. 

^'Please excuse my bad writing, but 1 have oulj time to 
assure joa, eto. 

Feed. Haldimand." 

' General Riedesel to General Haldimand. 

" Sir : I have the honor of informing your excellency that 
T received your letter of the 5th instant, also the Gazette 
wMoh I herewith thankfully return. 1 have no doubt that 
peace has been conciaded, and that we shall both return to our 
reiE^etiTe countries next spring. Your excellency is aware of 
-the reasons which induce me to rejoice in this event; but, 
generally speaking, I am too good a patriot and (although no 
Englishman), love this nation too much not to lament over a 
disgraceful peace — concluded after such an expensive and 
bloody war that has lasted seven years. If this step gives peace 
and rest to millions, I shall be satisfied, for the enormous debt 
caused by this war, the heavy taxes the interest of which even 

17* 
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it will oatnnOly take a long wbile to pay, and tlie dimination of 
trade, by the loss of Tarions channels that haye Tanished, must, 
as a matter of oonrse, put a nation out of humor, cause dissatis- 
faetion and new oppoflition^ and thus create iVesh sorrow, for his 

majesty the kinj^. These are higiis. which. I am sorry to say, I 
sec in tlie future. May God grant tliat I inn wroncr, aud that 
I huve allowed my iiiiiiprination tf» run away witli inc. 

" If, as I fear, Canada and Nova 8c*>tiii are t<» be tlu- only 
provinces in Aincrica retained by the English, then special 
attentiuu hhonld l»c jmid by the latter to render the approach to 
them a» ditticnlt as ]»i)Hj*ible, Then the enemy, in ease of a 
new rupture, which sooner or later may take place, will be 
unable to benonie niMster of them before succor arrives from 
England. If this idea of mine is correct, lab- aux Noix is 
particularly the most appropriate place for defending Canada 
toward the south. I think that the plan of your excellency — 
to fortify this island — has never been more desirable than at 
present, just preyious to peace being declared and published. 
The construction of fortifications in time of peace is always a 
cause for fresh dissatis&ction, and protestations fh>m the Ameri- 
cans. I beliere, therefore, that I can justly congratulate you 
upon the public applause which you will earn from your nation 
for this wise precaution. 

** We are getting along well with the work at this place ] and 
Captain Twists seems to be very well satisfied with the zeal and 
activity displayed by the German soldiers in their work. It 
is a pleasure to see the English labor ; and I rejoice that the 
Germans arc trying to imitate their exauiple. If the masonry 
and the woodwork are done with the same celerity as the hand- 
work. I am convinced that wc shall sumu have liiiislied the 
three redoubts, with the exception of the ca.semates and the 
barracks, which will easily be finished by May or June of next 
year ; provided, of course, that the weather does not hinder. 

" My cashier, Mr. Godecke, has been taken dangerously ill 
just as he was arranging his accounts. He desires to see me. 
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As I have ever}i:liin» in srood working order here, I shall, 
therefore, with your cnns«Mit u-o to Sorel for four or live days, 
and be back again by tlie iiiidUie of next win k. 

"Captain Twiss has gono> U) (^>tean do L.u-. Me will be 
back at ci«;ht o'clock this eveuiug. 1 am in hopes, Ironi what 
Captain Willoe told me, of seeing your excellency very soon; 
and it will afford mo much gratification should mj labors give 
you satisfaction." > 

■ We see by the above letter that the German general had a 
eorrect appreciation of the timeB^ and spoke of and predicted 
events with amazing precision. 

> As yet, Haldimand, as we have seen in one of his previous 
letters to Biedesel, knew nothing of the intentions of General 
Carleton. Very likely the British commander did not know 
them -himself — for what with the actual condition of affiiirs, 
and the armistice between the two armies, communicated to him 
by the ministry, he hardly knew what course to pursue. 

General RiEDESJiL's Answer to General Haldimand's 
Letter ojb' the 30tu of September. 

" IsUE Aux Noix, October A, 1782. 

" Yesterday evening I received two letters from your tixoel- 
lency. The first was an auswer to my report of the 25tk of last 
Monday, and the second was a private letter. I cannot deny 
that the arrival of the two last ships, livingini;- only dispatches 
to your excellency, has raised tlic curiosity of the public to the 
highest pitch ; while the littiug out of the transports has stirred 
up a great commotion among the English regiments — the latter 
expecting every moment to receive orders to embark. I allow 
them to talk, knowing well that it does not diminish their zeal 
Ibr work, although, it must be confessed, that the inclement 



1 This letter is ouly a rough draft, and has no signature. It was written, without 
doubt, at the bc^^inning of October tnm. fbe lite aiiz Noiz.— iVMf ori^imif^ 
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seaaon of the year greatly disconragee the troops. In fact, we 
have Dot had altogether ten good working dajB this fall. 

The hope of being soon united to my poor offieen of the 
eonyention alTordB me the greatest joy. I must ascribe the 
event to the mediation of yonr exoelleney, for whidi I cann<^ 
too sincerely thank yon. If yon wonld send all those, who 
belong to the Bmnswiek troops, to Sorel, they might be disem- 
barked here, and I would assign them quarters in the parishes 
of St. Onrs, Sorel and St. Denis, until your exoelleney desig- 
nates their winter ((uarters. In this manner, when the regi- 
ments arrive, each man can go to his own, and everything can 
be arranged for the men (who probably have no fiikl baggage), 
without (•(•nl'ii.siuu, expense or inconvenience. I will arrange 
everything, with your consent, during my stay at Sorel. There 
is the beat opportunity here for the Ilessc Hauau oificers U> 
reach their own commandH. 

" Should Sir (Iny rarlcton evacuate New V^trk, the Ameri- 
cans will meet with no resistance but in Canada. This might 
cause them to meditate the subduing of the latter next year if 
France should assist them by a fleet. Their vanity, also, may 
lead them to cross the boundary into Canada without first tak* 
ing Quebec. 

" Captain Twiss, I presume, by this time, has assured your 
excellency that everything is still in order, and that my absence 
has not caused the least cessation in the work. I hope you will 
not be dissatisfied at my excursion to Sorel, inasmuch as I was 
obliged to complete in that place my dispatches to my govern- 
ment. 

" I have the honor, etc., 

RlBDBSBL." 

"p. S. Should your excellency allow provisions for sixty 

men to bo left in the loyal block house, and pruvisiuns lor one 
hundred at Point au Fer, thev would amount, for six months, 
to 29,280 rations. It is true that the garrisouB of those two 
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posts are not Sufficient to consume this amount, but I have 
allowed more both for the secret service and for anforeseen con- 
tingencies." 

The ship Mercury, which was one of the expected transports, 
cast anchor three leagues from Quebec on the 3d of October. 
The captain of the Teasel immediately forwarded Ualdimand'a 
and Riedesel's letters to ihem in advance. The latter, also, 
reoeived at the same time one frm Lieutenant Oolonel Mengen 
who was on board the ship. Genenl Haldimand requested 
General Riedesel — if his healdi would in any wise permit — 
to eome at onoe to Qaebeo and attend to the newly arrived men. 
But hefore hia departure, the lattor reoeived the joyous news 
that the Lde aux N^oiz and St. John would he provided with 
provisions tor 4,500 men for six months. General Biedesel 
named the two largest ships, the Royal George and the In- 
FLEXTBLE, as the ones in which to transport the troops from 
River la Collo. 

GsNEOAii Haldimand to Ueneeal Riedesel. 

(Plrivate). 

"QUKBEC, Octohfi- 4, 17S2. 

" Sir : The messenger, whom I sent last to New York, the 
latter part of July, haa returned again by the same route, after 
having endured countless dangers and fatigues. I send you, 
my dear sir. the answer to the letter which you sent by him to 
your friend. My letters from Chevalier Oarleton are dated 
September the 9th, and eontain, besides general matters, no- 
thing of interest. I have not received any letters either from 
Governor Robertson or Oolonel Marsh; but I perceive by the 
date of the letter, which is in cipher, and a copy of which I send 
you, that he could tell us nothing new at that time* I received 
it the 25th of September. We must have patience for a little 
while longer. The season of the year has not advanced so far 
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but that we may sUll expect sliipi both fVom Europe and 
Halifax. 

Mr. Marsh, whom you have seen at Isle anx Noix, baa not 

comuiuaicatod to me anything of intcrcvst Hince his return from 
the colonies. The iuhabitiinta of V'erniont would like to renew 
their iutercoui»« with this j)ruvince, and settle agam uu the 
shoroB <if Lako Chaiiiplaiti. but T eannot allow it. 

" I hope, ujy dear sir, that this Irttor will rcui li you after 
your happy rotiirn to Sorei. I cannot i-xprcsa to you the many 
obligations 1 am under to you, for the trouble you have taken 
in obtaining winter quarters for the troops. I hope you will 
not meet with any difficulty. We may yet expect some fine 
weather; and I trust that the 34th Regiment can yet go to 
Niagara. 

" I have the honor, etc., 

F£&D. Hajjdimand." 

" p. S. In five or six days I shall haye an opportunity of 
writing to New York. Do you think that it will be too has- 
ardous to send a letter f We must certainly be particularly 
cautious." 

Notwithstanding hia poor health, Riedesel uiulortook the 
journey to Quebec ; the juy uf uucc mure seeing hi;? officers and 
a ptji tiun uf hiu men making him forget all personal cousidera- 
tion«. 

On his arrival in Qiiohec. he wa.-^. as usual, received by Ilal- 
dimand in the most friendly and cordial niaiuier. Ho remained 
there, however, only as lonu as was necessary to welcome his 
officers and men. 'J'here were very few of the latter. 

Immediately upon his return to Sorel, the general wrote his 
dispatches and several personal lettc rs to Europe, and sent them 
by an opportunity that occurred shortly afterwards. 

He also sent a letter to Lord Shelbourne bearing testimony 
to the gratefulness which he had toward those who rendered 
him &ithful services. 
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In this letter, he writes respecting his two English adjutants 
as follows : 

" I have in my suite two English officers — one in the capa- 
eity of an assistant, by the name of Willoe, captain of the 8th 
Kcginient, and another, Lieutenant Fre^nan, my adjutant, 
of the 24th Begiment, who waa formerly brigadier major to 
Brigadier General Fraaer who fell, October 7th, 1777, in the 
engagement near the school house. Both of these officers were 
detailed to me by Lord George Germaine by the orders of his 
majesty, the king of Great Britain. While the other generals 
have found means for doing something for their adjutants, I 
have been unable to do anything to show my gratitude to my 
two officers, who, oonsequently, hold to this day the same rank 
as when I first had the pleasure of having them assigiwdto me. 
Both are officers of talent, and both are full of zeal for the 
serrioe, and can be employed with profit, should an opportunity 
offer. 

" I am conyineed that it would be of the greatest advantage 
to them if they should be remembered by your excellency when 
a chance of promotion occurs ; and such a favor, on your part, 
would lay me under the greatest obligation, which I should 
endeavor to reciprocate whenever an opportunity offered." 

Lord Shelbourn soon met the wishes of Riedesel, being con- 
strained to it iiut uiily lioiu the latLer's devotion to the cause of 
England, but from motives of personal I'rieudsliip. He had 
been Riedescl's companion in arms during the seven years* 
war, in which, as Marquis of Laudsdowu, he was schooled under 
the excellent Duke Ferdinand. 

The troops were distributed in their winter quarters iu the 
following manner : 

The draguuus at 8t. Antoine, the western portion of St. 
^harles and the weHtoru pan of Beloeil. 

The grenadier battalion at Berthier, Ja\ N\>rre and La Bal- 
trin. This battalion furnislied an officer's post, together with 
twenty-five men, to Point au Lac. 
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The regiment Rhets (witb the exoepti(m of the body guards 

and the company of Captain Olcrs, that went to Sorel), at St. 

Penis, the eastern side of St. Charles, the eastern side of Beloeil, 
and Point Oliver. 

The regiment lliedesel at Sorel. 

The regiment Specht at Yamaska, St. Francoif. La T?aye and 
liicolet. Tliis reffiment furnished one officer an J uventy-five 
men (under tlie command of General Clarke), for the barracks 
at Three Kivei-s. 

Earner's light battalion at St. Sulpice, Argentigny and 
L'Assunitioii. 

The grenadiers and the light battalion, upon crossing the St. 
liawrence, were at once placed under the command of Brigadier 
General Specht. 

These different bodies of troops left the Isle aux Noix, in the 
following order : 

1st. The grenadiers and tlie light battalion. 

2d. The regiment Von Speoht. 

3d. The regiment Yon Riedesel. 

4th. The regiment of dragoons. 

5th. The raiment Yon Rheti. 

The ships which oonyeyed the troops from the Idand to their 
quarters, were given up at Sorel by die deputy quarter master 
general, Captain Barnes. 

The regiments drew their rations at the fbllowing places: 
Those at Oliyier and BelceO, from Chamhly. The rest of the 
three companies of the regiment Rheta and the regiment of 
dragoons from St. Denis. The garrison at Sorel from Sorel. 
The men at La Baye and Richolet, from Three Bivers. Those 
at Yamaska and St. Francois, from Sorel. 

Those recruits that arrived in the fall, were distributed by 
Riedesel amoiiii- the different t*o<riment.s. They tluu were agaiji 
redistriluited among the compauics, which wub done by casting 
lots. Tieloic the arrival of the captured troops the want of 
oMcers was felt so greatly, that Riedesel furnished many regi- 
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mento from the one of Prinoe Frederick. Even then, some of 
the eompanies were entirely unoffioered. Upon the arrival of 
the men firom Virginia, those officers who had been taken from 
the regiment of Prinee Frederick, returned again to it upon ilie 
ishmd of St. John.^ 

Biedesel now ordered all the commanders of companies to 
send him complett' lists of their men on the basis of wliicli he 
had Captain Clevo make out a report. At the same time he 
had all the accounts pic»pcrly adjusted. As there was, also, 
still a great want of subaltern officers, he directed Von Witz- 
laben and Von Fleischer — two yonng noblemen — to perform 
the lurKtioDs of officers; and their names were accordingly 
entered on tlie official list. Tn view of the English allotment, 
this order was not unimportant. The order in reference to 
winter (quarters is dated October 26th, 1782. 

Geneual Haldimand to General Kiedesel. 

(Private). 

" Quebec, (7cto&6r 27, 1782. 

<^ Sir : Beposing in yon the same confidence, that has noTer 
heen shaken since I had the honor of jonr acquaintance, I send 
you a copy of the letter I have receired in cipher from General 
Oarleton. It seems as if congriess and the southern proyinces 
had resolved to expel the Indians utterly from the country and 
to occupy their land. They will likewise endeavor to induce 
the European powers to allow them to retain Oanada and the 
eastern portion of Florida. They will also, if this does not 
meet with favor, prolong the war without solicitinjs: aid from 
Europe. They arc led to this step liaviuii: coutideuce in their 
own resources and materialn of all kinds which they know well 
how to makt! use of. 

" PerhajLS yini Avill think it strange that they neud me the news 
of the iuteutiuu of the Americans to attack the upper countries 
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about the beginning of Ootober (I did not bear of tbis until tbe 
end of tbis montb), and tbat I sbould be told tbat I oould receive 
anooor by way of Halifax. Tbis ia certainly yery abort notice. 
However, I suppose tbat orders will bave to be at once sent to 
Halifax to forward troops bere immediately. I tbink tbey will 
be able to get liere before nayigation closea. I dare not ignore 
tbe order witboiit risk. I baye sent orders to tbe 34tb Begi- 
ment to marcb at onoe to Niagara. Its place at Montreal will 
be occupied by the battalion of Bamer which, I hope, is snffi* 
ciently strong to attend to the duties usually perfuriijed by the 
34th. 

" You have, I presume, retunved the letters from Quarter- 
master Gcrlach, by vviiich you will luive seen the changes that 
have been made. You niay. at your own pleasure, make such 
arraugeuients in your owu tllHtrict as sceius to you must desirable. 
" I must now close, asburin*^ you of uiy entire esteem. 

."1 have the honor, etc., 

" FjiUlD. HaIiDIMAMI)." 

OOPT OF THE ABOVE MENTIONED LeTTES OF GeNEBAL 

Carleton. 

" New York, September 25, 1782. 

" Congress and tbe assembly of Pennsylvania have determined 
npon two expeditions into the Indian territory. The principal 
one, under Major General Potter, is to consist of four hundred 
Continental troops and si's bundred militia and yolunteers. Tbey 
are to rendezvous at Fort Mnnsey, on tbe western arm of tbe 
Snsquebanna, on tbe 8tb of October, and tbenee are to mareb 
into tbe open country around. tbe bead of Pines creek, and into 
tbe country of tbe Seneeaa. Tbe other one, under tbe command 
of General Irvine, ia to consist of one thousand men, of wbicb 
only a few are Continentals. Tbey are to rally at Fort Pitt early 
in October and marcb to Lake Erie. The objective point is said 
to be the Seneca country i and the news, which some of the 
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escaped prisonera from there have brought, has done mneh 
toward getting np this expedition. 

" As there is a strong force in Nova Scotia, I hare ordered 
Major General Patterson to give you all the sapport you may 
desire. 

*^The French and the Continentals, under General Wash- 
ington, are at Ykplanks point.* 

'^The L'Aigle of five guns, Captain La Fonche and the 
Welanda of twenty guns, and loaded with freight from France, 
hare htely been taken on the Delaware. 

"Guy Cakleton." 

The 8th Begiment which was stationed at Niagara was defi> 
cient IB captains. Accordiugly, the day after his last letter to 
Biedesel, Haldimand agtiin wrote the latter in reference to this, 
and asked if he could spare Captain Willoe to proceed to that 
post, promising to allow of his return as soon as oironmstanoes 
would permit. In the same letter, also, Ualdiraand approved of 
all the measures that had been takeu in respect to the provi- 
sions sent to St. John. In a postscript he adds : '* The two 
men who have brought me the letters from General Carleton, 
state that it did not in the least seem as if New York was to be 
evacuated. They also state that tjrdors had been received not 
to evacuate Chuilcjitowo. I do not know what to think of it." 

Kiebssel's Answer to these two Letters. 

" I had the huuor of receiving two private letters from your 
excellency dated October 27th. The ouu iu regard to Captain 
Willoe T rtHH iv(Ml yesterday morning ; and the other one, with 
General Carleton's inclosui o. ;il»o the same day- The confidence 
which 5'ou place iu me biuds me stronger to yuu evt:ry day. ^ ou 
may rest assured that whatever you intrust to me is most hiicred ; 
Mid your kindness may commaud me always. Your wishes are 
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with me law, and I flbaJl do all I can to furtlier them in this 
case, altbongh the separation from, a man, who has been with 
me for seven years, is most painful. Since Captain WiUoe has 
found out my thoughts and my tastes, he lias greatly assisted me 
in luy correspondence. His discretion has thy ring of the true 
metal. I flatter myself that what I have just said will cause 
your excellency to allow him to return to me next spring, or, as 
soon as the danger in the north has passed. I fear, however, 
that he will not be able to render much :issistance to his regi- 
ment, as he has been very uuwell fur tliu last two months; but 
liiis ambition to serve, when your excellency needs him, forces 
him to titurt at oQoe for Montreal. I hope he may reach his 
regiment safely. 

" The movement of the two corps toward the borders of the 
lake seems to be a forerunner of the execution of tlie plan which 
Franklin has proposed. Ho was three or four years with the 
French minister; and I have no doubt tliat they intend, after 
having destroyed the Indian settlements on the lower Niagara, 
to carry it out. But I hope that the reehforcements, which 
you have sent to Niagara, have arrived in time to frustrate their' 
designs; and, who knows hut that the Indians, tiiking courage 
by these reenforoements, may play them a trick, and thus entirely 
destroy their plans. 

^<It is to be regretted that Sir Guy did not immediately send 
orders to Hali^ to have troops forwarded to your excellency. 
Had he done so, they might have been here now, and you would 
have been able to increase the detachments considerably.' But 
this is policy again, which does more harm than the enemy! 

*'It is certainly an advantage for you to be able to write 
General Patterson by land, stating the number of troops you 
will need in the spring after the ice has gone. And if these 
succors will only arrive in the month of Slay you will be able 
to materially increase your force. I fear, however, that the 
reenforcements from Halifax will only be productive of evil, 
since Sir Guy acts in the same manner as the king of Prussia 
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nrted in the last war toward his brother, Prince Heurjr in 

Saxony. 

" Should the rebels (which T will not belieye) gain a foothold 
on the other side ofliake Ontario, then the seconrl partof joor 
plan might be to go over next spring to Sorel by the way of 
Heugen's road, and form a junction with the tnwps above 
Montreal. I hope that lale aux Noix will prove an obstacle to 
their plans. Finally, we must hare a firm oonfidenoe in provi* 
deuce, and hope for the bes^t. 

" The battalion Barner will arrive in Montreal to-morrow \ 
the 34tih Begiment might, therefore, be relieved the same day."' 

Beport of General Riedesel to General IIaldimand. 

^ After receiving the orders of yonr excellency to send the 
troops (hitherto encamped on the island) into their winter quarters, 
I took the neoessary meuures in all haste, and gathered the requi- 
site nnmber of vessels and teams for the transportation between 
St. John and Chambly. In eonseqnence of this, I have been 
obliged to postpone the departure of the troops for a few days. 
They are to move in different divinons, in order that one may 
be always a day's march behind the other. 

" I am in despair at having to report to yonr excellency that 
notwithstanding the praiseworthy exertions of the troops, the 
three redonbts are not entirely finished in the way in which I 
promised you they should be by the end of this month. The 
continuous rainy weather, making mud of the whole soil, has 
not only increased the tiresome labors of the men, but retarded 
the masons and carpenters — as, indeed, I expected before my 
departure. The redoubt (called the Lower Redoubt) is, as 
yet, nothing to what I promised it should be. The wall is two 
feet aboTe the entry \ but two rows of masonry on the casemates 
and the rest of the stone work, are finished. On the Upper 
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it will uaturally tnko a long while to pay, and the dimimition of 
trade, by the loss of various ehauiiels that have vanijihcdj must, 
as a matter of course, put a nation out of humor, cause dissatis- 
faction and new opposition, and thus create fresh sorrow for his 
majesty the king. These are .si<j;ns. which, I am sorry to say, I 
set! in the future. May God grant that I am wrong, and t^at 
I have allowed my imagination to run away with me. 

" If, as 1 fear, (J&nada aad Nova Scotia nrc to be the only 
provinces in America retained by the English, then special 
attention should be paid by the latter to render the approach to 
them as difficult as possible. Then the enemy, in case of a 
new rupture, which sooner or later may take place, will be 
unable to become , master of them before succor arrives from 
-England. If this idea of mine is correct, Isle aux Noiz is 
particularly the most appropriate place for defending Canada 
toward the south. I think that the plan of your excellency— 
to fortify this island — has never been more desirable than at 
present, just previous to peace being declared and published. 
The construction of fortifications in time of peace is always a 
cause for fresh dissatisfaction, and protestations ^m the Ameri- 
cans. I believe, therefore, that T can justly congratulate you 
upon the public applause which you will earn from your nation 
for this wise precaution. 

" We are getting; along- well with the work at this place ; and 
Captain TwisB neenis to be very well satisfied with the zeal and 
activity Ui.spluycd by the German soldiers in their work. It 
is a pleasure to see the Knglish labor; and I rejoice that the 
CJeruiuns are trying to imitate their example. If the masonry 
and the woodwork are done with the same celerity as the hand- 
work. I am convinced that we shall soon have finished the 
three redoubts, with the exception of the casemates and the 
barracks, which will easily be finished by May or June of next 
year ; provided, of course, that the weather docs not hinder. 

" My cashier, Mr. Godecke, has been taken dangerously ill 
just as he was arranging his accounts. He desires to see me. 
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A« T havo ovorvthifjir in iroofl w nkiipj •■i l r li»'r«>, T nbull, 
tlu'rt.'f'urt\ with y«'ur cnns^ iif, l'" i<i Snu l ji»r tour or iivc da.^"8i 
and be baok airain by the iiiiddie ot" next Wfck. 

"Cai»t;iiii Twiss luis };one to (\»t*'nu do \iX\c. Ho will Ix- 
back at eight o'clock this eveninjr. I uni in li '|>«'?<. from what 
Captain Willoe told luc, of »t!ein«; y(»ur ex*vll« !H-y very soon; 
and it will affi)rd me much gratification should my Ubon give 
you satisfaction." ' 

We see by the above letter that the (tcriuan <j:cnera1 had a 
eorrect appreciation of the timeB, and spoke of and predicted 
events with amazing preciuon. 

. A« yet, Ualdimand, as w« have seen in one of his previous 
letters to Riedesel, knew nothing of the intentions of General 
Oarleton. Very likely the British commander ^d not know 
them himself — for what with the actual condition of affairs, 
and the armistice between the two armies, oommunicated to him 
by the ministry, he hardly knew what course to pursue. 

GENEKAL RiEDESKIirt ANSWKII rndKNKHAI. IT A LlilMAND'ti 
L£TT£tt THE 30TU UF tiJirXEMllER. 

" IsLK Aux Noix, October 4, 1782. 

"Yesterday evenin<^ I received two letters from your excel- 
lency. The first was an answer to my report of the 25th of hiat 
Monday, and tin- s<icond was n ]>rivate letter. I cannot deny 
that tlie aii ival uf the twn last brinirintr only diHjjatclies 

to Y"ur excellency, has raisrrl ihc cuiio.siiy uf the public to the 
hiirlicst pitch ; wliih; the titling out of the tranHport>* has stirred 
up a great comniotion among the Kiii:li>h r('Liiii)ciit> — the latter 
expecting every moment to receive orders tn embark. I allow 
them to talk, knowing well that it does not iliminish tlioir zeal 
for work, although, it must be ooufeB»ed, that the iuclcmeut 
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fleoBon of the year greatly duoonnges the troops. In faet, we 
have not had altogether ten good working days this &U. 

The hope of being Boon united to my poor offioere of the 
oouTention affords me fiie greatest joy. I must aaerihe the 
event to the mediation of your ezcellenoy, for whioh I eannot 
too sinoerely thank you. If you would send all those, who 
belong to the Brunswiek troops, W Sorel, they might be disem- 
barked here, and I would assign them quarters in the parishes 
of St. Ours, Sorel and St. Denis, until your excellency desig- 
nates their winter quarters. In this manner, when the regi- 
ments arriTe, each man can go to his own, and cTerything can 
he arranged for ihe men (who probably have ho field baggage), 
without conAision, expense or inconvenience. I wUl arrange 
everything, with your consent, durius^ my stay at Sorel. There 
is the best opportunity here lor the llebbe Ilauau officers to 
reach their own conmirtuds. 

** Should Sir Guy Carleton evacuate New York, the Ameri- 
cans will meet with no resistance but in ( 'anada. This might 
cause them to meditate the snbduing of the latter next year if 
France should assist them by a fleet. Their vanity, also, may 
lead them to cross the boundary into Canada without first tak- 
ing Quebec. 

" Captain Twiss, 1 presume, by this time, has assured your 
exoellenoy that everything is still in order, and that my absence 
has not caused the least ceflsation in the work. I hope you will 
not be dissatisfied at my excursion to Sorel, inasmuch as I was 
obliged to complete in that place my dispatches to my govern- 
ment. 

" I have the honor, etc., 

« Bll&DESEL." 

" P. S. Should your excellency aUow provisions fox sixty 
men to he left in the loyal block house, and provisions for one 
hundred at Point au Fer, they would amount, for six months, 
to 29,260 rations. It is true that the garrisons of those two 
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posto in not toficient to ooiuniiiie this UDoant, but I hsTO 

allowed more both for the Hccrut tierrice and fur onfureseen con* 

tingencies." 

The ship Meri urj, whi( li \v;ih oiu- of the ('X|MM'to<l triiiin]K>rt«, 
taii»t aiicliiir thrw leagues iVoin (^)u» K« < i<ii tlu' of OrtolnT. 
The capUiiu ol" iho VPSH^^I iiiiiii< ili.it. K t'<'i -li <1 HaUlitnamr!* 
and Riedesel's U*tt« i> in iln ui in mlv.UM f I ho hitt«'r, \%\-'\ 
r<?<^ivt'«l at tlic saiiir fiiiK- i-iir IV 'in I ,l< iif< ii;uit ('.']»»n»'l ^!<'n'j«*U 
whu was on b«Mird the nhip. ifi-iiitrtii Ualdiumnd rei|iirsi<:d 
General Itiedeael — if hit* heahh winild in any wi;**' permit — 
to come at once X4> Qm'Wf* rind attend U* the newly arrived men. 
But before \vm departurt-. tlir latter reroivrd the juyouM newM 
that the Iflle aox Xoix and St. John would bi^ pr' virl* <l with 
provisions for 4,500 men for mit niontli- Gviieral Kiedesel 
named the two largest shipn, the lidVAL (iEomiE and the I.v- 
nsxiBLE, as the ones in which to transport the troops trom 
Biyer U OoUe. 

General Haldimamd to Oenieal Biedessl. 

(Private). 

Quebec, October A, VlWL 

« Sir : The messenger, whom I sent last to New York, the 
Utter part of July, has returned again bj the same route, after 
haTiu<; endured oountleas dangers and fatigues. I send you, 
my dear sir, the answer to the letter which you sent by him to 

your friend. My letters from Chevalier Carleton are dated 

September the 9th, and eont4iin, Ix^HideH gtMierul matters, no- 
thing of iiiti iciit. I have not received any letters either from 
Governor Robertson or Colonel Mars^h ; but I perceive by the 
date of the letter, vvhii h is in cipher, ami a copy of which 1 send 
you, that he could tell us iiothin«< ne w at that tiim^'. I received 
it the 25th of September. We uiu.st have patinicc for a little 
while louger. The iieaAoa uf the year \kd^& uut advanced so far 
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yinoe — a matter, whioli will be deoided in a few montlui. If 
the army of your ezoellenoy falls a Yictim to our miafortutieBy 
your arrangementa wOl prevent ita selling itself too clieaply. 

No one has convened with me in relation to the sad late of 
Lord Cornwallis. I notice that everybody is careful not to 
alfaide to it in my presence. 

" RiBDEBEL, Major General. 
<'St. Jolin, Februaiy 25t]i, 1782/' 

Letter No. II. 

" Sir : T have the honor of thaDking your excellency for the 
news wliich you were so kind as to send nie. and which is even 
more interesting than the la«t. It st t iiis to me that there is no 
doubt that Washinfjjton and Kocliambeau entertain the idea of 
beginning the next campaign in Canada. 1 am convinced of 
this from the following reasons : Ist, that the Frenchman may 
no longer be dependent on the orders of Washington. 2d, that 
he may separate his troops from those of the rebels. 3d, that 
he may, if saccesBfal, achieve a separate conquest. I presume 
however, that this expedition will not be undertaken without 
the ooDSent of his government. Nevertheless, the prepa- 
rations now making, indicate a very earnest attack. One 
thing, however, appears to me veiy singular, viz: that one 
report states that the French troops are £>rtiiying themselves 
at Yorktown in Y Irginia, and another says that they are doing 
the same thing at Glaverac near Albany. I very much doubt 
if Bochambeau would thus separate his men. Ton will, also, I 
trust, pardon me if I suggest that two good emissaries be at once 
sent down the Connecticut river as far as Hartford and Springfield, 
for the purpose of ascertaining what arrangements have been 
made by the enemy on the shores of that river, and whether 
there are any French troops at those places. Indeed, I should 
not be surprised at learning that the h^ul quarters of Boeham- 
beau were at Hartford. Washington's head quarters being on 
the Uudsoa and his army in that vicinity, I take it for granted 
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tliat the Frencb ibno the second line on the Hudson as fiur as 
the Gonneotiont^ and that the enemy are awaiting in that posi- 
tion farther orders from Franoe. 

" I rejoice with all my heart that your ezoellency is intend- 
ing to Tisit this plaee shortly ; and I await your arrival with 
the greatest impatience. Yon will then he on hand, should 
the enemy undertake anything ; while at the same time, your 
presence will encourage the loyul, and put an end to all quarrels 
and bickering. 

General Clark leares me to-morrow. I shall accompany 
him as far as Be«inoourt, and on my return, inspect the regi- 
ment Rhetz. General Clark has seen all that he came to see ; 
and if ho has u lailitury memory, may have acquired a guueral 
knowledge of the country. 

" I have the huiiur, etc., 

" lii£D£ii£L, Major General. 

"Sorel, March 4, 1782." 

" RSPOBT. 

- SOEEL, March 4, 1782. 

" I have the honor of n porting to your excellency that I 
returned with General Clark from St. Johns last Friday, the 
Ist of this month. I went as far as the royal log block house, 
where I met Captain Sherwood, who has takon every measure 
in his power to guard against a surprise. The situation of the 
hlodc house is yery good, but the house itself far from it ; and 
I greatly fear that in case of an attack, it would not hold out 
long. I refer you here to the report of Captain Twiss, which 
he has sent in, in regard to this matter. It is very difficult to 
send aid to this place. I belieye Captain Sherwood, with his 
capacity, would be apprised of an intended attack sufficiently 
early; and I think it would be better if your excellency should 
allow him to retreat to Point an Fer with his men — if he 
thought it best — in ease of an attack by superior forces. The 
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meD in that omo would be saved, while he oould at any moment 
reooenpy his post after the departore of the enemy. 

" The post at Point an Fer, I have fonnd so well defended 
that I am oonTinced the enemy cannot take it without artillefy* 
While I was sleeping at the fort, during the night of the 
26th, the small north block house bnmed down. The fire 
was caused by a store that was out of repair. The fire made 
such rapid progress that the whole bnilding, together with 
the wooden fortification this side of it was soon in a blase; 
and had it not been for the extraordinary exertions of the 
garrison it would hare been impossible to save the large house. 
Within the space of three hours, the latter caught fire in as many 
different places ; but when I left the fort at six A. m., the flames 
had been so subdued that there was no lurther danger. I im- 
mediately sent Jjieiitciiaut Oovciict IVum the Isle aux Noix to 
estimate the damage and provide means to repair the defenses. 
Your excellency will sec by the accompanying report that the 
daiiKi^'e it* not great, and that in a lew days the place will be in 
m good u condition as ever. 

" I have tlie hnixir of inclosing a little plan, showing the 
condition of the I'ort before the fire, the extent of the damage, 
and the a])}»earatK-t; oi'tlie })lace at present. 

" To-niorrow 1 will see the regiment Khetz, and afterwards 
the regiment 8peth. 1 shall then be able to inform your 
excellency of the distribution of the troops in the manner di- 
rected by you. At present, I can only say, that, omitting the 
grenadier companies which contain a large number of old 
people, one-fourth of our men are over forty years of age. I 
haTe visited the 34th and 44th regiments, and have inquired 
of each man his ago. The 44th has about eighty men who are 
over forty, and I think the former has nearly seventy of the 
same kind } so that, in my opinion the proportion is the same. 

" I received your orders by the officer who returned to the 
post of Captain Sherwood, and have dispatched in aU haste the 
necessary instructions to Colonel St. Ledger to send a detach- 
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meut at rmce to (Vowu Poiat and destroy tho <rnn carria<;es at 
that place. 1 did this bfcauso the cnips i>i' Ku^ucrs is alioady 
very much weakened by the seudiiiLT oft" dt'tarlunoiits, and 
the garrison at 8t. John needs its men for euttiug wood. I 
trust also that you will approve of my ordering Major Yeaaop 
to send an officer with thirty men to St. John, who are to re- 
main there until the detachment returns from Grown Point. 

" According to a report of Sherwood, the province of Vermont 
intends to erect three block houses at Castletown, Pitta and 
Rutland, which are to be armed with the six pounders now at 
Williamstown and Lensberg. 

"Day after to-morrow T shall see Captain Schmidand consult 
with him in regard to keeping a detachment on the Horsen 
load as long as possible, and also respecting the patrols from 
Hie Yamaska block house. I shall ^ve orders for the patrols 
to act with the greatest caution. < 

" I haye the honor, etc., 

RiEDESEL, Major General." 

The forces in Canada were eTtdently too weak to protect such 
a large extent of country against a powerful attack. This was 
what Riedesel always feared. He believed at this time, that 
the British would be driven across the St. Lawrence, and per- 
haps out of Canada. General Clinton was unable to send 
reeuforcemeuts. as he' needed all his troops for tlie dufeiise of 
New Yurli and vicinity. The irericrals in Canada, were, there- 
forOj obliged to depend <tii tlieir own exert inns for prof^erv.ation. 
It was fuj-tuiiate that they hannunized bu well tnuether. as in 
this manner the conquest of Canada was rendered the more 
diffieuU. (Jeueral Kiedesel was, accordingly, very active the 
entire winter, keeping up the work on the fortsi. Nothing, 
indeed, was now thought of, but to act on the defeiLsIve. There 

1 Ura. Biede«el, also, speaku of Uic fire at Point aa Fer, but makes tt take place 
In the Mk of 1783. This 1« certainly a mistake, for the report of Qeaeial SMleBel 
i« plalnljr dated Maich 4lC^—N9U inortffifua. 

16* 
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were in tlie diatriet under Biedeael, besides tlie regimento 
already named, the 29tb, 34tli and 44th. Xhe regiment An- 
bait Zerbst, was also under bim indirectly. 

In bistorioal works on North America, we find very little 
regarding the course of events in Canada after the year 1777. 
Ever^ tliing naturally remained pretty quiet, for the war was 
carried on chiefly in the southern provinces. We are sorry 
also, that what did oecnr, cannot be given in regular order. 
We are able to quote only a few documents which throw light 
upon events at this time. These jiapui ij, however, are authentic, 
and will be of undoubted intercbt to the historical Btudcnt. 

Geueral Haldimand seldom received direct and ofiieial news 
from the theatre of war. The greater part of hm infurmatiou 
came incidentally and through hia spies. General Riedesel, 
also, rarely heard from the prisoners in Virginia, or of that 
which was u'oini^ on in that province. Ife was only able to get 
news occasionally by way of New York and Quebec, but this 
was a long and round about way. 

Meanwhile the battles in parliament, at London, were fully as 
obstinate as on the continent of America. There were victories 
and defeats on the floor of that body, according to the respective 
strength of the representatives of the people, and the ministry. 

The opposition were for peace; the ministry for the prosecu- 
tion of the war. This state of things of course retarded 
operations, the bad consequences of which were continually 
apparent. But the opposition remained in the majority, and 
the ministry were, therefore, forced to resign. General Hsldl- 
mand received the news of these events in May, and wrote 
concerning it to Biedesel, as follows : 

(Private). 

MoNTBSAL, Ma^ 20, 1782. 

" Sir : Tou have undoubtedly learned that on the 16th of this 
month, a ship from Liverpool arrived at the Bickos, bringing 
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news of a total ohange in the minutiy. I hare do official 
eommimieatioiiB, bnt hare received a priTaCe letter from Lon- 
don, under date of Mareh 18tli, io which I am informed that 
Mr. EUia has been replaoed hj Lord Germain, Lord Sandwich 
bj Admiral Keppel and Lord North bj Cavendish. The ehip 
was detained, on the I7th, at Camonraska by contrary winds. 
This is all I oould learn ; but if the wind has not changed, I 
hope some of the passengers wiU land, and that Monday^s paper 
may bring us fnrther news about the ministers. May Heaven 
grant that they may act in our favor. The paper, which I 
intrust you with, will show you that we have cause for feeling 
veiy anxions. 

" Feri). Haldimand." 

By the foreg^oinj; letter, we sec how p<K»rly even the irovernor 
of a province wai: kcj^t iiit'Mrnied of the event thut hud just 
taken place in the mother count rv. 

In the he£rinnin«r of Auirn-t, a vnlmitrt r of Ro<;er8'.s corps, 
by the nnuic "f .Immthan .Miller, who had htm (»:ipturod by 
the Americans, arrived in Canadn. He. with two ■■tlins. liad 
escaped from the Alhany jail. He hfated that W'a.-hinut.in had 
his head quarteiiH at New Windsor, for the jiroteetimi of which 
he had witli liini a regiment of his guard, (icneral Patter^n 
commanded at West Point, which was garrisoned by six thou- 
sand men. Six hundred men wer(< r>n the Mohawk river, and 
seven hundred were then marching to reenforoe the enemy. 
General Riedesel qu(\«^ti*»Med this man personally. Tt Hooiiied 
that he, also, had been held a prisoner at West T'lint. whence he 
had attempted to escape, but failed. ( lenerai Kiedesel did not 
fail to communicate the statements of this man to Ualdimand, 
in a report of the 5th of August. 

The soldiers at Sorel led a miserable life in the barracks, 
which in winter were terribly cold, and in summer fearfully 
hot. They were, also, full of insects. Referring to this in his 
report of August 5th, Riedesel says : 
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"All the barracks in Sorel are at present fuU of bed bngs 
and other inseots, 80 that the soldiers, in order to obtain any 
sleep at all, are obliged to sit in front of them the entire ni^ht. 
In consequence of this disagreeable lacfe) I am compelled to ask 
permiasion to haye the troops encamp on those places, which I 
haye already mentioned to your excellency. This will also 
afford the master of the barracks an opportunity to haye them 
repaired by the engineer in chief of the department/' 

General Haldimand at once consented to this arrangement^ 
and the barracks, were immediately cleaned and put in thorough 
order. 

On the 5th of August, Eiedesel receiyed the following letter 
from Haldimand : 

(Private). 

« Quebec, Augu»t 5, 1782. 

"Sir: I will lose no time iu coinmiinic;itini< to an im- 
portant piece of news which T liavc r*"('(»ived in cipher from 
Geut'iul Carletou. He writes me. uiidt r d;it^ of the 3d instant, 
that the packet arrived in New York on the Slst of July- By 
this, he learns that the preliiniiiary conferences looking toward 
ft universal pence have already be<rnn at I*aris, and that Mr. 
Grcnville has been t^ent tliere as uiiuibter. He also states that 

the independency of the North American states was made 
the basis of the treaty, his majesty authorized his minister to 
declare the independence of those thirtor n states, before a single 
article of peace was proposed. We shall soon learn what hare 
been the consequences of a concessiun of that which has been 
the only cause of the war. As ^ as I am concerned, I en- 
deayor to persuade myself that we are far jrom peace at present, 
and, perhaps, while I write it is all oyer with. 

"I send you, herewith, the last papers^ in which you will 
find the most interesting news, also a letter from General 
Washington's commissioner. 
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" Thane bia been a yerj strong wind for the lael three daji; 
and if there are any ships on the river, iheir arriral in port 
. will not be debyed. I very mneh hope that thej will bring m 
good news. 

<^ I bare the honor, ele., 
" FvKD. Haldisiand." 

Grenml Carleton, who is here mentioned, had latdj arrired 
in New York to succeed Clinton in the command of the English 
and German troops in North America — the latter officer having 
been recalled to England. After the anfortanate capitalation 
of Comwallis, all confidence in CHntoQ was lost Indeed, it was 
not as yet known in England, which of the two generals was 
responsible. Carleton. although sent out hj the old ministiy, 
was confirmed c<iium;iiid«>r in c-liief. 

In regard tu thiH, Haldimaud writtjj* again t(» lliedcsel.aa 
follows : 

(Private). 

"Quebec, Aiuptsf IS. 1782. 

"Sir: At la«t T have received a letter tV<«iii Cltrvalicr Carle- 
ton ; I will now ei«iiimuuieat<i Uj you the ih w- lie 1im> l.r<-ught 
and forwarded to me. It Beems that the r« In Is were in no 
hurry to accept the propositions made to them, although the 
contrary had been antieipated in England. Perhaps the min- 
istry will now discover that they did wrong in keeping back 
the reenforccmcnts that were to have accompanied CheTalier 
Carleton to New York. The latter has not yet reeeived my 
letters, and he tell^ me nothing so fur of the result of his 
negotiations. He confines hims<*lf to telling me that he is still 
inaetiTC ; that he has received no letters from England since his 
arrival } and that he begins to fear that the packet has been 
intercepted. He adds in cipher : ^ / ntugt inform yen that at 
preitnti ^ere are mdicatumt of hostih'ties both m Xew York 
and in your provmee. But I am inclined to believe that the 
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real intentions of the enemy are offoaut this city A You wiU, 
^erefore^ he on y<mr guard in, ^ event of a I^feneh fleet^ arriv' 
ing here to eoopercOe toiieft ^ enemy* • 

«I oomiaimicate to you^ my d^r geneial, the news as I 
lisye received it. It seems to me that the season of the year is 
too far advanced for the enemy to andertake anything against 
us; and I hope that the whipping he has received on the 
isknds will prevent his sending a fleet against New York. As 
the Chevalier Garleton is constantly on his guard and closely 
watches his movements — thns fordng him to confine himself 
to his own region — Ttrnst we shall be informed in season. 

" You will also receive by the courier a letter from the adju- 
tant general, iu relation to the increase of the workmcui ou the 
lale aux Noix. Meanwhile, you are authorized t<j select those 
ofl&oers whom you consider most fitted for the different detach- 
ments ; and you will oblige me by iroing from time to time 
to the designated places, as I am prmvinced that your zeal and 
presence will do much toward the progress of the work. Twiss 
will leave here next Saturday. 

"I have the honor, etc., 

Feed. Haldimand." 

(Scneral Kiedesel was greatly embarrassed in regard to this 
order respecting the officers. Concerning this matter he writes to 
Haldimand in a report, under date of September 7th. ^< Being 
so deficient in officers I know not how to command the compa- 
nies. I am ashamed to say that there is not one among them 
that I conid use in this mission." 

As an explanation to this remark, it should he mentioned 
that Haldimand had informed Biedesel that an English officer 
would soon go to the prisoners in Virginia, and that he also 
would be allowed to send an officer to attend to certain matters, 
and carry to them clothing. Finally Riedesel selected one 
from the dragoon regiment, who was to go to Virginia by water. 

New York. 



Digitized by Google 



7jr TBS AMXSIOAir SXVOLVnOXt, 



129 



Lbttzbs of Gbnebal Haij>ihand to Gknbsal Bisdbbxl. 

(Private). 

" QniBSO, Si^emher 16, 1782. 

Sir : Had I sospeeted that the frigate Htuur would not 
Bail before Wednesday of next week, and had I known that your 
lecrnite, your uniforms, and jour baggnge are at Halilkx, I 
should not hare insisted upon the speedy return of Mr. Or&fe. 
But I will endeaTor to make it up by sending (^aptain Hassel 
to Halifax^ and I wiU also write to Brigadier (General Gamp- 
bell, and request him to send your letters and other things this 
faU, if it can be done with safety. I will also charge Ournet 
Schonewald to send you thence all the intelligence he can obtain. 

"I aiu very miali astonished at not having heard from (Jene- 
ral Oarleton. and uu very impatient to procure some news 
concerning him Irum another source. Four days since I dis- 
patched an express by land, with letters to IV iiobscot, tu the 
officer in coimn.md there, requesting him to inturm me of every- 
thing that occurred there ul' the least interest. I expect him 
back in a mouth ; and I hope that yon. also, will receive letters 
from some of your friends in that place. It is a pity that 1 did 
not learu their destination earlier. 

" Mr. Griife, who arrived here during Saturday night, brought 
me your honored letter of the 13th. The one of the 12th I 
received by mail. The one^ you have inclosed for New York, 
I will attend to, and will do my best to have Cornet Schonewald 
return this fall, as far, at least, as Penobscot or Halifax, whence 
it will be possible to obtain answers to your letters. 

^' I also sincerely hope, my dear sir, that we are near peace, 
as your gracious sovereign has caused you to hope; but I very 
much ftar that the diyisions which have again tsken place 
among the ministers, and the ambition of Washington and his 
admirers, together with the ambitious plans of the French, will 
place great obstacles in its way. If the chevalier has received 
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orders (as is stated) to evaooate New York, he will find it diffi- 
cult to carry this oat, notwithstaiidiDg he has a fleet there as 
Btroog as the one at Boston. But it is to be hoped Jbhat the 
want materials on the islands for repairing their fleet, will 
force the French to send it to the contiueut. In such a citse, 
part of our fleet now at Boston may very likely puisuo ; aud 
yet Carleton needs the strength of the entire fleet. It is singu- 
lar that when he has sueh a safe opportunity of writing me he 
expresses neither hupc nor i'ear, and that he leaves me, since his 
arrival, in so much uncertainty edijecrninj^ everything. I am 
very senbitive about this. Nn <ine, my dear sir. could have taken 
more pains than yourself in pcrleetinu; our WDrk*^ on Tsle aux 
Noix ; and I rejoice exeeedini;ly to learn that oui' redoubts 
will be linished before w inter. I am determined to make you 
a visit before the end of the month if it is a possible thinpr. 

, *' Lieutenant Colonel Carleton will also avail himself of the 
opportunity afforded by the Hussar to visit his brother in New 
York. I shall select Colonel Hope to take his plaoe as quarter 
master general. 

iPra^ng you to give mj respects to Madam Biedesel, 

^ I haye the honor, ete., 

" FbRD. HaIiDIMANI>." 

(rrivate). 

QuKBBO, Si^^temher 30, 1782. 

" Sir : I presume you have hesrd that I have twice Tsinly 
attempted to do myself the honor of seeing you, and also paying 
my respects to Madam BiedeseL Last week I was already on 

my way, when Baron , whom I had left hehind, brought 

me letters from the minister, which had heen sent to him by an 
express-ship. 

** The duplicates of the letters I received hy another ship, 

which was also dispatched for this purpose. This was the 
reiisou for my immediate return. The yhips liave brought no 
other letters but these for mc ; and you will, therefore, readily 
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beliere that this has given rise to many conjeetarei. But I 
tell you^ ID confidence, that I have received orders to send at 
once to New York three transpfirts and other vesHcls for em- 
bai king the troops. They will liavc to be supplied with pro- 
vLsions and bo in cniiditiou {<\ rcroive the troops iuiim d lately, 
as they are t<> Hail without <li lay f'T the islands. We may, 
tlu retort", take it tor granted that the ovacuatiou of New York 
is decided upon. 

"Tpxpect every iiioiiK iit the arrival of sonic tnmsports that 
are now in the river, and on which some of your officers and 
soldiers are expected. If the weather proves favorable I shall 
not allow them to cast anchor here, but will order them at once 
to Sorcl. 1 will send you an express aa aoon as I am informed 
concerning tbifl matter. Ib this way, yon will have time to 
make the neoeasarj armngementA to have each man go at once 
to his r^ment. Perhaps it may be necessary for you to attend 
to this yourself. But !us your presence on the Tsle aux Noix is 
so necessary, yon will remain there until you hear from me. 

"Please excuse my bad writing, but I baye only time to 
assure yon, etc. 

Fkeb. Haldjm and.'' 

Genekal Biedssel to General Haldimand. 

" Sir : I bare the honor of informing yonr excellency that 
Z reoeived your letter of tbe 5th instant, also the Gazette 
wbicb I herewith thankfully return. I have no doubt that 
peace baa been concluded, and that we shall both return to our 
respective countries next spring. Your excellency is aware of 
•the reasons wblcb induce me to rejoice in this event; but, 
generally speaking, I am too good a patriot and (although no 
Englishman), love this nation too much not to lament over a 
disgraceful peace — concluded after such an expensive and 
bloody war that has lasted seven years. If this step gives peace 
and rest to millions, I shall be »;it i.-tit d, for the enormous debt 
caused by this war, the heavy taxes the interest of which even 

17* 
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it will natuniHy take a long wliile to pay, and tbe diminutioii of 
trade, by the loss of Tarious chanoek that bare vaniabed, most, 
as a matter of oourae, put a nation out of bumor, cause dissatift- 
&ction and new opposition, and thna create freab sorrow for bia 
majesty tbe king. These are signs, which, I am sorry to say, I 
see in the future. May God grant that I am wrong, and that 
I have allowed ImagiDution to run away with me. 

^ If, as I fear, Canada and Nova Scotia are to be tbe only 
provinces in America retained by tbe English, then special 
attention should be piiid by the hitter to render the approach to 
them as difficult as possible. Then the enemy, in case of a 
new nipture. wliich sooner or later may take place, will be 
unable t*) bee mho master of then» beiore sucmr arrives from 
Knirland. If this idea of mine is correct, Isle aiix Noix is 
particularly the most a]ii»n>|.i i;ito place for defcndincr Canada 
toward tlu' f*niith. 1 think that the plan of your excellency — 
to fortily this itjiand — has never been more desirable than at 
present, just previous to peace being declared and published. 
The construction of fortifications in time of peace is always a 
cause for fresh dissatisfaetifm. and protest at iona from the ^Vmeri- 
cans. 1 believe, therefore, that I can justly congratulate you 
upnn the public applause which you will earn from your nation 
for this wise precaution. 

" We are getting along well with the work at this place; and 
Captain Twiss seems to be very well satisfied with the seal and 
acttrity displayed by tbe German soldiers in their work. It 
is a pleasure to see the English labor; and I rejoice that the 
Germans are trying to imitate tbieir example. If tbe masonry 
and tbe woodwork are done with the same celerity as tbe hand- 
work, I am oonTinced that we shall soon have finished tbe 
three redoubts, with tbe exception of tbe casemates and the 
barracks, which will easily be finished by May or June of next 
year; proyided, of course, that the weather does not binder. 

My cashier, Mr. Godecke, has been taken dangerously ill 
just as he was arranging bis accounts. He desires to see me. 




litized by 



IN TOE AMXBlCAJi MEVQLVTiOlf. 



133 



As I have evoivthinir in good working order here, I shall, 
therefore, with your coujient, go to 8orcl for four or live dujs, 
and be back \vs;x)\\ liy the middle of next week. 

"Captain T\vl?^^ iia.-^ uouc to ('oteau du Lac. \\v will be 
back at eiL'ht o'clock tlii> cvcniiiir. T nni iji hopej^, iVoiii what 
Captiiiii A\ illdc tuKl uu\ of scciiii: ynr excellency ^cry soon ; 
and it will afford me muck gratiUcatiou should mj labors give 
jou satisfaction." ' 

We see by the above letter that the German general had a 
correct appreciation of the timea, and spoke of and predicted 
events with amazing preeuiim. 

As yet. Haldimand, as we have seen in one of his previous 
letters to Kiedesel, knew nothing of the intentions of General 
Carleton. Very likely the British commander did not know 
them himself — for what with the actual condition of affairs, 
and the armistice between the two armies, commttnioated to him 
by the ministry, he hardly knew what course to pursue. 

General Riedesel's Answer to (Ienhual IIaldimand's 
Letter of the 30th of Ski'tkmher. 

" Isle aux Noix, OiUober 4, 1782. 

" Testerday evening I received two letters from your excel* 
lency. The first was an answer to my report of the 25th of last 
Monday, and the second was a private letter. I cannot deny 
that the arrival of the two last ships, bringing only dispatches 
to your excellency, has raised the cnilofflty of the public to the 
highest pitch ; while the fitting out of the transports has stirred 
up a great commotion among the English regiments — the latter 
expecting every moment to receive orders to embark. I allow 
them to talk, knowiiiu well that it docs not (liiuinish their zeal 
for work, although, it must be confessed, that the inclemeut 



1 This letter la only « Toagh dmft, «nd hM no slenatnre. It was wdtten, without 
doubt, St tJie iM^mdng of October from the Isle miz Nolz.— ilTotf orti^naL 



184 



MAJOR QMNEBAL SIFDMSML 



seaijon of the year greatly difscnnraGros the troops. In fact, we 
have not had altogether ten good workiug days this fall. 

The hope of being soon united to my poor officers of the 
convention affords me the greatest joy. I must ascribe the 
event to the mediation of your exoellency, for whic h T cannot 
too sincerely thank you. If you would send all those, who 
belong to the Brunswick troopg, to Sorel, thej might be disem- 
barked here, and I would assigu them quartera in the parishes 
of St. Ours, Sorel and St. Denis, until your exoelleney derig- 
nates their winter quartera. In this manner, w^en tlie regi- 
ments arriye, each man can go to own, and eTwryihing can 
be arranged fbr the men (who probably bave no field baggage), 
witbont opnfuBion, expense or inoonyenienee. I will arrange 
eyerytbtng, with yonr oonsent, during my stay at Sorel. There 
is the best opportnnlty here for the Hesse Hanaa offioeis ta 
reach their own commands. 

Should Sir Guy Carleton eyaeuate New York, the Ameri- 
cans wiU meet with no resistance but in Canada. This might 
cause them to meditate the subduing of the latter next year if 
France should assist them by a fleet. Their yanity, also, may 
lead them to cross the boundary into Canada without first tak- 
ing Quebec. 

" Cuptuiu Twi&s, I presume, by this time, has assured your 
excellency that everythinL^ Is still in order, und ili ii my absence 
has not caused the least cessation in the work. 1 liopc you will 
not be dissatisfied at my excursion to Sorel, inasmuch as I was 
obliged to complete in that place my dispatches to my govern- 
ment. 

"I have the honor, etc., 

"P. S. Should your excellency allow proyisions for sixty 
men to be left in the loyal block house, and proyisions for one 
hundred at Point au For, they would amount, for six months, 
to 29,280 rations. It is true that the garrisons of those two 
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posts are not Sufficient to consume this amount, but T have 
allowed more both for the secret serrice and tor unioreseen coa- 
tingeucies." 

The ship Mercury, which was one of « xjuctod f rausportB, 
cast anchor three loapuos fffini QurlKc on tin- ui' October. 
The captain ol" tlie vessel iintiu'di;it»'ly I'orwardod IlaMinmnd's 
and Riedesel's letters to them in advance. The latter, also, 
received at the same time one fr )m Lieutenant Colonel Mengen 
who was on board the ship. General Haldiuuiiid reqoMted 
General Kiedesel — if his health would in any wise permit^ 
to come at once to Quebec and attend to the newly arrived men. 
But before hiB departure, the latter received the joyous news 
that the Isle aux Noix and St. John would be provided with 
proTiaions for 4,500 men for six months. General Riedesel 
named the two hurgest Bhipa, the Botal Georqe and the In* 
FLEXIBLE, aa the ones in which to transport the troops from 
River la OoUe. 



GxNXBAL Haldijiakd TO Gbnbbal Biedbsel. 

(Private). 

"Quebec, October 4, 1782. 

" Sir : The messenger, whom I sent Isst to New York, the 
latter part of July, has returned again by the same route, after 
haying endured countless dangers and fatigues. I send you, 

my dear air, the answer to the letter which you sent by him to 
your friend. My letters from Chevalier Carleton are dated 

Se])teiiibor the 9tli. and coiituin. besides jsreneral matters, no- 
thing; of interest. 1 lia\e not received any letters either from 
Governor itubcrLson or (\»h>ntd Marsh ; but I perceive by the 
date of the letter, which is in cipher, and a copy of which 1 scad 
you, that he couhl ttdl us nothing new at that time. I received 
it the 25th of k^(^|)tcmber. We must have pjiticnce for a little 
while longer. The season of the year has not advanced so far 
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but that we may stUl expect shipe both irom Europe and 

Halifax. 

" Mr. Marsh, whom you have seea at lale aux Noiz, has not 
eommuiiicated to me anything of intereat since hia return from 
the ooloniea. The inhabitants of Vermont would like to renew 
their interoonrse with this proyinee, and settle again on the 
shores of Lake Ghamplain, bnt I cannot allow it. 

" I hope, my dear sir, that this letter will reach yon after 
yonr happy retnm to Sorel. I cannot express to you the many 
obligations I am under to yon, for the trouble you have taken 
in obtaining winter quarters for the troops. I hope you will 
not meet with any difficulty. We may yet expect some fine 
weather; and I trust thai the 34th Beglment can yet go to 
Niagara. 

I have the honor, etc., 
Fbbd. Haldimand." 

"P. S. In five or pix days I sliull have an opportunity of 
writing: to New Yurk. Do you think that it will bo too haz- 
aiduua to send a letter If We must certainly be particularly 
cautiouii," 

Notwithstanding his poor health, Kiedesel undertook the 
journey to Quebec; the joy of once more seeing his ofl&cers and 
a portion of his men making him forget all personal considera- 
tions. 

On his arrival in Quebec, he was, as usual, received by Hal- 
dimand in the most friendly and cordial manner. He remained 
there, howcTer, only as long as was necessary to welcome his 
officers and men. There were very few of the latter. 

Immediately upon his return to Sorel, the general wrote his 
dispatches and several personal letters to Europe, and sent them 
by an opportunity that occurred shortly afterwards. 

He also sent a letter to Lord Shelboume bearing testimony 
to the gratefulness which he had toward those who rendered 
him faithful serrices. 
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Id tliia letter, ke writes respecting liis two English adjutantB 

as follows : 

" I have in my snite two finglisli offioers — one in the capa- 
city of an assistant, by the name of Willoe, captiun of the 8th 
Regiment, and another. Lieutenant Freeman, my adjutant, 
of the 24th R^ment^ who was formerly brigadier major to 
Brigadier General Fraier who fell, October 7th, 1777, in the 
engagement near the school house. Both of these officers were 
detailed to me by Lord George Germaine by the orders of his 
majesty, the king of Great Britain. WhUe the other generals 
ha7e found means for doing something for their adjutants, I 
haye been unable to do anything to show my gratitude to my 
two officers, who, consequently, hold to this day the same rank 
as when I first had the pleasure of having thm assigned to me. 
Both are officers of talent, and both are full of seal for the 
service, and can be employed with profit, should an opportunity 
offer. 

"I am convinced that it would be of the greatest advantage 
to them if they should be remembered by your oxeelk uey wlieii 
a chance of promotion occurs j aud such a favor, on your part, 
would hiy me under the greatest obliLration, which I should 
eudeuvnr to reciprocate wheuevtsr au uppurtunity ofiered." 

Lord Shelbouru soon met the wishes of Kiedosel, being cou- 
strainod to it not only from the latter's devotion to the cause of 
Kiis^l.iud, but frnm motives of personal friendship. He had 
been Riedesd is companion in arms during the seven years' 
war. in which, as Marquis of L andado wn, he was bchooled under 
the excellent Duke Fci diuaud. 

The troops were distributed in their winter quarters in the 
following manner : 

The dragoons at St. Antoine, the western portion of St. 
Qharles and the western part of Beloeil. 

The grenadier batUdion at Berthier, La Norre and La Bal- 
trin. This battalion furnished an officer's post, together with 
twenty-five men, to Point au Lac. 
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The regiment Rbeti (with the exception of the body guards 
and the oompany of Captain Olers, that went to S<vel), at St. 
Benia, the eastern aide of St. Charles, the eastern nde of Belcail, 
and Point Oliyer. 

The T^ment Biedesel at Sorel. 

The regiment Speeht at Yamaska, St. Franoois, La Baye and 
Bioolet. This regiment furnished one officer and twenfy-fiye 
men (under the oommand of General Clarke), for the barraebi 
at Three Biyers. 

Earner's light battalion at St. Sulpice, Argcntigny and 
L'AsBomtion. 

The grenadiers and the \v\^\i battalion, upon crossing the St 
Lawrence, were at once placed under the command of Brigadier 

General Speeht. 

These different bodies of troops let't the isle aux Noix, ia the 
tulluwincf order : 

1st. The grenadiers and the light battalion. 

2d. The regiment Vim Specht. 

3d. The rrciiiiiLMit \'oii lliedcsel. 

4th. The rugiiinMit nl" (Iragoims. 

6th. The regiment \'nn llli(>tz. 

The ships which couvoyiMl the troops from the island to their 
quarters, were given up at Sorel by the deputy quarter master 
general, Captain Barnes. 

The regiments drew their rations at the following places: 
Those at Olivier and "Beloeil, from Chambly. The rest of the 
three companies of the regiment Rhetz and the regiment of 
dragoons fruni St. Denis. The garrison at Sorel from Sorel. 
The men at La Baye and Kicholet, from Three Biyers. Those 
at Yamaska and St. Francois, from Sorel. 

Those recruits that arrived in the fall, were distributed by 
Biedesel among the different t^egiments. They then were agaip 
redistributed among the companies, which was done by casting 
lots. Before the arrival of the captured troops the want of 
officers was felt so greatly, that Biedesel fumbhed many regi- 



Di#zed by Google 



m TEE AMXBIOAN EEfOLVTlOE, 



189 



ments Iroin the one of Prince Frederick. Even then, some of 
the cou!]uiiii('.-; wcro entirely unoffieered. I'po?) the arrival of 
the iiieti l'r(tiii X'ir^inia. those offieerf* who liad het'ii taken I'rum 
the reunineut uf I'riace Frederick, returned again to it upon the 
island of St. John.' 

liiedesel now ordered all the commanders of cfunpanies to 
send him complete lists of their men on the basis of which he 
had Captain Oleve make out a report. At the same time he 
had all the accounts properly adjusted. As there was, also, 
still a great want of subaltern officers, he directed Von Wits* 
labcn and Von Fleischer— two young noblemen — to perform 
the ^innctiona of officers; and their names were accordingly 
entered on the official list. In view of the English allotment, 
this order was not unimportant. The order in reference to 
winter qnarteis vn dated October 26th, 1782. 

Genekal Haldima.M) to General Kiedesel. 

(Private). 

"Quebec, OetxibeT 27, 1782. 

Sir : Beposing in you the same confidence, that has never 
been shaken isince I had the honor of your acquaintance, I send 
you a copy of the letter I have received in cipher from General 
Oarleton. It seems as if congress and the southern provinces 
had resolved to expel the Indians utterly from the country and 
to occupy their land. They will likewise endeavor to induce 
the European powers to allow them to retain Canada and the 
eastern portion of Florida. They will also, if thki does not 
meet with favor, prolong the war without soliciting aid from 
Europe. They are led to this step having confidence in their 
own resources and materials of ail kinds which they know well 
how to make use of. 

" Perhaps you will think it strange that they send nic the news 
of the intention of the Americans to attack the upper countries 

' It ig not known with ccminty, whether the regiment of Prince Fvedtfiek at 
fbli tbne wm stationed at St. John, or bte anxN(^— iVW0 toort^M. 
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with me law, and I shall do all T can to fiirther them in this 
case, although the &epuratiou fr<»iii a iiiaii, who has been with 
me for sovon years, is most painful. Since (Captain Willoe has 
found out nij thoughts and my tastes, he haa greatly assisted me 
in my correspondence. His discretion has th^ ring of the true 
metal. I flatter myself that wliat 1 have just said will cause 
your excellency to allow him to return Uj mc next spring, or, as 
soon as the danger in the mu-tli lias parsed. I fear, however, 
that he will not he ahle to render much assistance to his regi- 
ment, as he has been very unwell for the last two months; but 
his ambition to serve, when yuur excellency needs him, forces 
him to start at once for Montreal. I hope he may reach his 
regiment safely. 

The movement of the two corps toward the borders of the 
lake seems to be a forerunner of the execution of the plan which 
Franklin has proposed. He was three or four years with the 
French minister; and I have no doubt tbat they intend, after 
having destroyed the Indian settlemente on the lower Niagara, 
to carry it out. But I hope that the reenforoements, which 
you have sent to Niagara, have arriyed in time to frustrate their * 
designa; and, who knows but that the Indians, taking courage 
by these reenforcements, may play them a trick, and thus enturely 
destroy their plans. 

" It is to be regretted that Sir Guy did not immediately send 
orders to Halifax to have troops forwarded to your excellency. 
Had he done so, they might have been here now, and yon would 
have been able to increase the detachments confiiderably.' But 
this is policy again, which does more harm than the enemy ! 

" It is certainly an advantage for you to be able txy write 
General Patterson by land, stating the number uf truop.s yuu 
will need in the spring after the ice has gone. And if these 
succors will (Mily arrive in the month of Mav vou will be able 
to materially increase your force. T fenr. lu.svi ver. that the 
reenforcements from Halifax will only be productive of evil, 
since Sir Guy acts in the same manner as the king of Prufisia 
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acted in the last war toward his brother, Prince Henry in 
Saxony. 

"Should the rubclb (^which I will not believe) gain a luothold 
on the otliiT sifle of Lake Ontario, then the !*»»<*ond part ol your 
plan might be to go over next spring to Surel by the way of 
Hengen's ro;id, and form a juuctifur with the troops above 
Mojitreal. I hope tliat Isle anx Noix will j»n>vc an oh«tae1e to 
their plans. Finally, we must have & tirm ooufideuce in provi- 
dence, and hope for the best. 

" The battalion Earner will arrive in Montreal to-morrow ; 
the 34th Hegiment might, therefore, be relieved the same day."^ 

Report op General Riedesel to General Haldimand. 

" After receiving the orders of your excellency to send the 
troops (hitherto encamped on the island) into their winter quarters, 
I took the neoessary measures in all haste, and gathered the requi- 
site number of yessek and teams for tiie transportation between 
St. John and Chambly. In oonseqnenoe of this, I liaye been 
obliged to postpone the departure of the troops for a few days. 
They are to moTe in different divisions, in order that one nuiy 
be always a day's march behind the other. 

I am in despair at haying to report to your excellency that 
notwithstanding the pnuseworthy exertions of the troops, the 
three redoubts are not entirely finished in the way in which I 
promised you they should be by the end of this month. The 
continuous rainy weather, making mud of the whole soil, has 
not only increased the tiresome labors of the men, but retarded 
the masons and carpenters — as, indeed, I expected before my 
departure. The redoubt (called the Lower BspauBT) is, as 
yet, nothing to what I promised it should be. The wall is two 
feet above the entry ; but two rows of masonry on the casemates 
and the rest of the stone work, are finished. On the UrPEtt 
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Redoubt tkere is still a portion of the wall wanting. One row, 
however, of the casemates is finished ; and the rest of the mason 
work on the Wist Redoubt is ahont two-thirds completed. 
Two new redonhts have been begun for the purpose of gaining 
again what has been lost by the bad weather. I leaye all the 
msaons and oarpenteis here. The former will work until ice 
comes, and the latter will remain here all winter, and prepare 
the wood and other things for next summer. This latter kind 
of work may be continued all winter ; so that I hope that some 
of the work, that haw been retarded by the badness of the sea- 
son, may yet lie acajiiiplished before the close of the jncsent 
year; aud .should you allow lue to rectniiiiuMR-e work us soou 
as the weather will allow, the whole may be finished by the 
month of Aiijrnst. 

"The proviisioiis are all taken care of on the island; and 
whatever may he needed at St. John will he sent there next 
week. One eajitain, two suhalterns and lil'ty men will relieve 
the light eonipanyat Point au For. The latter will set oif with 
me next 8unday to go into winter quarters. One officer and 
fifty men of the Ilesse Hanau yilgers will be stationed on the 
river La Colle for the protection of the wood cutters in ease 
of need. The detachments in the two lilr.ck limises at Yamaska 
are to be relieved by the corps of Major Yessop before they go 
into winter quarters in the district of Montreal. The two 
Frasers will take the command. The scouts are posted in the 
same manner as last winter. I have left plain instructions to 
Major Naern respecting his command at Point au Fer, the loyal 
block house, Riviere la CoUe, and Isle aux Noiz. I have aJso 
given orders to Major Campbell in regard to St. John and 
Chambly ; and have advised both of these officers not to trouble 
themselves with the secret service. Thus, I flatter myself that 
I have arranged everything according to the wishes of your 
ezcelleucy. I shall return to Sorel next Sunday. 

" I have the honor, etc., 

RiEDEBBL. 

«l8le aux Noiz, October 30, 1782/' 
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We liave already seen by the above, how correctly General 
Biedesel diiriiied the intentions of the enony; and how wisely 
he had made his arrangements to meet them. In his opinion, 
Canada was to be kept in every erent for the crown j but for 
this purpose a well arranged system of defense was necessary. 
Nor did he belieTe, in view of the weakness of the military 
force, that this oonld be done except by fortifications. For the 
present the oluef attention was given to the country between 
the outlet of Lake Cham plain and the month of the llichelicu 
river into Lake St. Pierre, and from Fort Point au For to Sorel. 
There were alread}' bcvcial i'urtfc aluug the shore of this rivcT. 
These must now be made stronger, and redoubts and block 
houses built. 

St. John was now the main fort on the lino of the river. 
This was situated nearly hall' way betwt t n l*oint au Fer and St. 
Charles. A little more to the south waw the small Isle aux 
Noix. which, if properly fortified, would become a jrood bulwark 
to the Ibrt in cajie of an attack from the east. Hiedcscl, thero 
fore, devoted himself mainly to thi' work of rditilyiiii:" this^ 
island. lie explained the necessity of this most fully to the 
English commander in chief,' and especially to Governor Hal- 
dimand. The latter, having the most perfect confidence in 
him, entered fully into his plans. Thus he obtained permission 
to arrange and carry out everything in regard to this matter, 
entirely as he thought fit. 

We have also seen by the above correspondence that there 
was, during this year, no union of action among the sev^l 
English commanders. It was seldom that one received reliable 
intelligence from the other. Each did as he thought best. In 
addition to this there were dissension and irresolution in the 
counsels of the English ministry. In view of these circum- 
stances, the credit of preserving Canada to the English is espe- 
cially due to General Biedesel ; for only himself and Haldimand 
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commanded in that province. General Carleton did not trouble 
him.sclf about it. To the pressing inquiries of the governor, 
he answered only as far as his knowledge went, and then only 
as much as he was forced to. He had enough to do in ac- 
quainting himself with the general confusion of things which, 
after the capituliU^ion of Oomwallis, had taken hold of the 
Knglish ministry. 
We have likewise seen in the letters, that haye been quoted, 
• how particular Riedesel was to acquaint the go7ernor of Ganada 
with this and that occurrence, and to oblige him to give in- 
structions in respect to things of which, perhaps, the latter 
would not always haye thought. But his modesty and prudence 
would not allow him to count this as anydiing meritorious. 
We find,' by his letters, that he did everything only in pursu- 
ance of orders and accordance with the will of his superior 
officer — even those things, the plan of which he had himself 
suggested. He eyidently knew how to deal with Haldimand, 
who had the name of being a man with whom no'one could get 
along. It must, also, be remembered that the latt^ being, at 
that time, sickly and peevish, could not travel often over his 
province. He was tired of his position, and greatly longed for 
peace. 

Hithert«j Riedesel had madt! every ellurt to fortify Isle aux 
Noix. before the clofee oi" the season ; the reason of his having 
been only ]);jrtially successful has already been seen. He was 
not a man wlio ea.sily gave up what he undertook, but in this 
case he could not conquer tlie elements. For ■w eeks a eold rain 
pouied in torrents, softening; tlie soil and filling- ditches and 
holes with water. And yet in spile of (his the soldiers, espe- 
cially the (rormans, nobly t^iiled on — the latter not wishing- to 
give the English an opportunity of saying, that they were 
behind them in endurance and perseverance. They would 
stand up to their knees in the water, wet to the skin, but at 
the same time, lustily handling the spade and singing a German 
song, while, in a good laugh at some joke by a jolly fellow, 
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thej would for a little whiln fr>r<rft their misery. The English 
generally kept quiet and mU i t -wallowing their anger at the 
shocking weather, hut wnrkiiig in their way just :us well ; for 
they luv«'(l tlie (icrnian general, aii4 did i-vcrythiiig to pleu*>e 
him. Wht'u thf latter waa present, the work udvaiKt'd hotter 
and more rapidly; for being himself jolly and in g"nd sjjirits, 
he had always an encouraging word for his men. Then again, 
many of the young soldiers, seeing the sick men exposing them- 
selves to the inclement weather, felt aahaoied at having com- 
plained of eonipnrntiTe trifles. 

In the beginning of November, Riedesel was still on the 
Lsle anx Noix, when he received intelligence of the birth of a 
daughter. In a letter dated December 2d, Haldimand informed 
him that be bad reoeived a letter in cipher from Carleton, but 
wbicb, as yet be bad been unable to deeipber. He promises, 
however, soon to let him know its contents. This he did, on 
the 5th of December, in the following letter : 

(rrivttto). 

" QuBBBO, l>ece7ttber 5, 1782. 

" Sir : I hope you received the letter from New York, which 

I had the h(uior of iseiiding you by the last courier. At that 
time I WU.S iu hopes tu have sent you through him soiuctliiiig 
of interest, but I have been disappointed in my expectation. 
They cuDsiderod it ?»nfficient to tell me, under date of October 
25th, that the expedition against the upper (iountry had ]>een 
given up, and that the FrencH,an<l Americans, who had bt en 
camping together for a while, liave j*eparntcd. In anotlier letter 
of Novembe r 1st. I am iuformed that the French are marching 
from the east; that it is, therefore, believed they will go into 
quarters on the Connecticut river, though it is impossible to 
guess further than that of their intention. In a third letter of 
November 12th, I am told that the transports which X dis- 
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patched on the lltb of tlie same iDontli,^ had aniyed in 
New York. In concluBion, I am written to as follows : * I haye 
just now learned that the French troop§ are about embarking 
for the West Indies/ Robertson and Colonel March send me 
two friendly letters, but do not consider the opportunity Buffi> 
oientlj safe to add more. I hope they will profit by the one of 
Cornet Schonewald, and that we shall see him in the course of 
January. I rctuni v<'u his letter. lie seems by it to be very 
well satisHt'«l with his ('(<imnission.- 

"T am \ t rys(iriy to hear of the sickiik'.^s ni Muduiii Kiedesel j 
but 1 Htill hu]H' that lier good couhtitutiuu will conquer the 
di.«easo without tlu- iiLMcgHity «»f' a surgical operation.'* Vleafc. 
niy dear Hir, to assure Iier uf luy solieitude, and give my respects 
to your family. I have the honor, etc., 



General Riedesel soon after received letters from General 
Carleton and Captain Willoe. The former contained nothing 
of special interest; the latter informed him of the writer's 
safe arrival at Niagara where his regiment was stationed. 

Riedesel had had- of late some difficulty with an English 
colonel, by the name of McLean, who had intrigued against 
him. We cannot giye here the particulars of the trouble. 
€U>yemor Haldimand, to whom the matter was referred, de- 
cided it in a manner that placed the honor of the German 
general in the brightest light. The particulars of the oflair 
are seen in the following letter : 



" Sir : Having been obliged to attend a council, which histed 
some time, and upon which I had not counted, 1 could not 



> Probably a mitipriut fur last mouth. 

* Ooniet SdiSnewidd had been sent to New York im bnefaum. 

* Fi<fe Jmmuit of Un. General lUedeeet. 



" Ferd. Haldimand. 



(Private). 



it 



Quebec, December 19, 1782. 
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before express to jou the sympathy I felt upon reading jour 
letter of the 16tb of last month. The honorable sentiments 
which you there express, and the proofe of personal friendship 
which you give mo have made an impression upon me that will 
only cease with my life. The prudent and firm conduct which 
you have obaerred toward Lieutenant Colonel McLean, is the 
best reason why you should feel no uneasiness in regard to the 
matter. Do not trouble yourself as to the effects of his bad 
conduct. He cannot injure you here, and much less in £ng- 
land, where I doubt not your seal, your interest and your 
untiring dcTotion to the serrice of the king, will be duly appre> 
ciated. I believe, also, that his majesty has too good an opinion 
of my honor, than to pay no attention to the reports I have 
sent him; and I hope, therefore, that Mr. McLean's true 
character will then be found out. 

" I am excccdincrly 8t)rry that I have no other means of dis- 
posinj; of him, than t<3 send him tt» Sorcl, where the artillery 
staiF stationed. But T am convinced thnt yuu are wtU 
acquainted with his overbcariug disposition Inward his subordi- 
nates. Should you, however, ag:atnst my expectations, take a 
different view of the matter, or have a different plan which 
suite you better, let me know it. 

" I have, etc., 

"FiSftD. Haldimand." 

Tlie Canadians itse, durint^ the winter, .sumw sintes, similar 
to those worn in Sweden and Xorwny. Riedesel found them 
so practical tlnii )ic introduced them among his soldiers. On 
the twenty-ninth ol December, he issued a lengthy order, in 
which, among other things, he says: "The frequent snows 
in this provinoc render it necessary that those who go on 
expeditions, perform advance duty, should wear snow 
shoes. This cannot be dono unless each man is supplied with 
moccasins; the wearing of wliich in the winter, in place of 
shoes, on or off duty shall be allowed, except in case that a 
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regiment in Quebec or in garrison is forbidden to pande In 
them." 

PunMUUnt to this order, the subalterns and jiriTateB receiyed 
each a |»air of moccasins'— an article of clothing which ivas 
very cheap, warm and comfortable. They were a kind of shoe 
made of the Kkins of animals, and reached a good ways aboTe 
the foot — a kind oi' I'ur boot lliat k&ted duriDg an entire 
WiDter. A pair of them cost ak i liat time 48. and Gd. 

After bis return inuu Ule aux NdIx and the troops bad 
gone into winter quarter!^, Kiedenel devoted hij^ attention to 
formiuir his inon into tMjual regiments. The chiei' reat^on of 
doing this waf^ tiu' rotiini (if thr cajiturt'd troop:^ into Cauada. 
This task was entiivlv foiiijiK'tcd by the lat of Detember. 
A report, M|j;ned by him on this day, has thia indorsement : 

" 8ciKEL, Dccembet 1, 1782. 

"General report of the corps of his m^»^t forene highness the 
dnke of Brnnswick, which ie founded on the general statement 
made up from the lists of December Ist, 1782, after the arrival 
of Lieutenant Colonel Yon Mengen, with the exchanged officers 
and a portion of the men formerly of the convention, and after, 
also, the arrival in Canada of the recruits of the fifth transport, 
who are consequently added to the report of the corps." 
According to this report, the troops consisted of, 
In Canada, 139 officers, 25 ensigns, 198 subalterns, 66 drum- 
mers, 2,170 privates, 190 servants; prisoners of war, 5 ensigns, 
102 subalterns, 27 drummers. 977 privates, 26 servants; de- 
tached and on furlough, 15 offieori», 2 ensigns, 2 subalterns, 8 
privates, 16 servants; total, 154 officers, 32 ensigns, 302 subal- 
terns, 93 drummers, 3.155 privates, 232 servants ; missing, 23 
officers, 1 ensign, 54 subalterns. 9 drummers, 217 privates, 29 
servaiitH. Total number in Cuiiadu, 2,788 men ; prisoners of 
war, 1,137 men; detached and on furl<»ui:h. 43 mvn \ total, 
3.9G8 men. Thcrr were, therefore. wantiiiL; 333 men altogether. 
The regiments in Canada were of course very weak, for; 
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Tlie reg-iiiK-nt of (Irujroons mitiilMn'nl only, . . . 277 

The regiment of Prince Fretierick, . . . . 618 

The negiment Von Bhete, 401 

The regiment Yon Riedeael 889 

The regiment Von Specht, 896 

The battalion of grenadiers* 258 

The light battalion, . 425 

The general's etafi; 19 

Total number in Canada, .... 3,788 



Of the officers either out of the provinoe, on Airlough, or 
siok, were ; 

Lieutenant Colonel Specht, Captain Von B3>rtIiQg| First 
Lieutenant Yon Milcan, First Lieuteoant Yon Hessler, in 
Brunswick, Germany; Auditor Schmidt, Lieutenant Petersen, 
sick in New York. 

Of the d^oched officers, were ; 

Captun Oleye in Penobscot on the sixth transport of troops. 

First Lieutenant Gebhardt, Ensign Specht, First Lieutenant 
Beineking, Second Lieutenant Yon Cramer, Second Lieutenant 
Conrady, with the prisoners at Rutland; Ensign Orimpe, Cor- 
net Sehdnewald, in New York. 

The prisoners of the conyention who had been in Yirginia, 
were generally separated from their officers ; but the latter 
having been all exchanged, and congress declaring the conven- 
tion null aiul void, the designation, " Triiijp.< of the Convention," 
wuis huucclbrth changed to "The riUsoMius oi"' A\'ar." They 
were sent to Rutland in New England, where they remained until 
peace was deelarod. Only one officer, First Lieutenant Gcb- 
hardt and Fiiisi^n Spccht were with them; these latter being 
detached merely for the purpose of keeping au eye upon disci- 
pline, etc. 

As not a single document, reft;rrin<i to tlie coiidition of the 
prisoners this year, has been found among Riodesel's papers, 
nothing further can be said of them during this period. 
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1783. 

At the besjinnint? of this year nothing wixn kuuwn in America 
in regard to the provisional treaty of peaeo mafic in Kiiri»p(' on 
the 13th of Novenibi r. 1782. FiiKincially, Kuglaod waa iu a 
state liordering upon baukruptey ; Spain and France were 
nearly in the same condition ; and the Americans were deficient 
in almost everything necessary for a vigorous prosecution of 
the war. Especially was there a lack of provisions and a well 
regulated legislation. They were short of men and ammunition ; 
and, at the same time, a worthless paper money was the only 
means of paying the troops. Mutinies fre<|uently occurred 
among the troops who were generally without discipline; and 
some deserted, refusing to endure lonp'r the hardships of the 
war. It is true that the late succeffi of their arms had some- 
what increased the courage of the troops, but how long might 
it continue in case of a reverse ? 

The generals in Canada, who were furthest from die theatre 
of events, as yet knew not how matters stood. True, they had 
heard flying and contradictory rumors of a projected peace, but 
otherwise they were as much in the dark aa any inhabitant of 
Canada, having, as yet, received no official intelligence. They 
could, therefore, do nothing but what every careful soldier is 
bound to do, vis: to take such measures as would prevent 
themselves being surprised. 

Meanwhile, Biedesel was waiting for the favorable sesson of 
the year, in order to continue the work on the fortifications of 
Chambly. The obliging General Haldimand, also, sent him, 
during this winter, all the important news that he heard of; 
and as a sincere and well meaning friend, took ^eat interest 
in the &mily affairs of the German genera), which had grown 
worse since the operation that had been performed upon the 
breaste of Mrs. Eiedesel. 
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On the 9tlL of Jannaryj Riedesel, who was tlien at St. John, 
receWed from Haldimaad a letter in which three doeumente 
were inclosed, containing more definite news, than had hitherto 
heen reeeiTed, of the events which had occurred the preyiona 
year in front of Gibraltar. 

Haldimand, it seems, had also sent a little while preTions, 
some spies into Yermont. They returned safely ; but, brought 
thence no cheering news. 

Haldimand again writes to Riedesel as follows: 

(Private). 

"Qliebec, January 13, 1783. " 

"My Bear Sir: During the night nf day before yesterday, a 
messenger was sent to me from II a 11 tax, by whom I expected 
important news. I opened the package in great haste, but how 
great was my astonishment at finding nothing bat a private 
communication in cipher, dated at New York, October 26th, 
the duplicate of which I had received through the woods six 
weeks since, and the contents of which I communicated to you 
at the time. I send you herewith a copy of a letter from Gene- 
ral Patterson, which is just as original and laconic as the one 
of Sir Gny. Yet it seems that an alteration has been made 
respecting the destination of the troops now in Nova Scotia. I 
fear, therefore, that I shall not have the promised succors. 
Consequently, I cannot depend on anything from that direction. 

" I await impatiently the arrival of Ensign Sch^newald with 
the di^atches which I suppose have been intrusted to him ; for I 
hope that the ministry will make them i pay the same attention 
to us in onr corner as though we were engaged in enterprises 
of greater moment. This want of attention, on the part of 
our neighbors, confirms me more and more in my resolution, 
made as early as last summer. 

I rejoice very much at year safe arrival in Sorel, and should 



1 1, e:^ CMkrtini, and the mUitaty government at New York. 
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lejoiee still more did I hear that ^ladam Kiedesel had entirely 
recovered. 1 request you to asBore her of my esteem. 

" McLean, inflated with arrogance, will omit nothing to gain 
adherents; and, if the least opportunity is given him, will soon 
consider himself a man of importance. I should stir him up 
myself if he would stay here; bat I will communicate to you 
some information showing you his character in a yet different 
light. 

" In case of any news of interest occurring, I have directed 
Sherwood to inform you of it ; and I request you to forward it 
(0 me by the same courier, after you have read it, taking such 
precaution as you shall deem necessary. 

I hare the honor, etc., 

Ferd. Haldimand." 

General Haldimand was at this time unwell, but did not 
allow his sickness to prevent bis attending to his official duties. 
The confidence, which he placed in the German general, is 
evident from a letter whieb be wrote to him on tbe 9th of 
January. Among other things he says in it : " If I was very 
sick and needed assistance in the service of tbe king, yon may, 
dear sir, rest assured that yon would be the first officer on 
wbom I would call/' He, himself, did not believe, at that 
time, in peace, for in a letter of February 5tb, he says : ^ I 
am very much inclined to believe that the war will be continued 
more vigorously than ever. I hope that, as good allies, we 
shall be able to keep working, and be more succsssfal than we 
have been hitherto.'* 

He write8 again : 

(Private). 

" Quebec, Fchruan/ 10. 1783. 

*' My Dear 8ir : The messenger, whom you were .su kind a.s to 
send ni(\ arrived this morning, and lias handed me the package 
which you gave hint. It contains some matters of interest from 
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my correspondents in the colonies, but nothing from New York. 
Most of them were written some time since, but by one written 
more recently, I see that all the French troops have gone to the 
islands, and that only a single company remains on the conti- 
nent of America. I peroeiTc, also, that General Washington 
has taken his head quarters on the highlands at Windsor; yet 
nothing looks like hostilities either on one side or the other. 
He does not believe yet, that peace has been made, as congress 
» is said to hare resolred to do nothing without the consent of 

France, who is not inclined to any peace but a favorable one; 
nnd as England will not acknowledge the independence of her 
rebellious colonies, he further says that each province, notwith- 
standing the high taxation which is necessarily imposed, is 
willing to support congress. He believes that we may expect 
unimportant news from the islands to which our and the French 
fleet were obliged to return. It seems that the allies are di- 
recting their attention to Jamaica. 

" My correspondent further assures me that Lord Howe haa 
come to the assistance of Gibraltar and that he had gained 
there some advantages over the French and Spanish fleets. 
The particulars, however, are not as yet .learned. But it is 
certain, that the allies have lost four or five ships of the line, 
which were either taken or destroyed, and that the siege had 
been raised in great hante, and with severe loss. Tt also a]»p( ars 
that the Spanish fleet had suffered much damage by a storm 
before Cadiz. At the close of his letter, he says, that General 
Oarleton would return to llnropc, but it was not known as yet 
who would be liis .successor. 

"This, my dear jiir, is that I learned. But spring is at 
liand, wlieii all mysteries will be solved in spite of all the reti- 
cence that is observed. I have, etc., 

"FflRD. HaLDIMAND." 

Meanwhile, the Americans becoming more active in the 
southern provinces and in the vicinity of Albany, Kiedesel 

20* 
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feared tliey were meditatiDg a moTement againtt Canada. He 
reported what he had learned bjr his emisaariet, in all haste to 
Haldimand through his adjutant, Captain Freeman. The go- 
vernor, therefore, answered as follows: 

<(QtrsBEC, FehrwxTif 13, 1'783. 

My Dear Sir : I tmst that Captain Freeman will return 

safely to Sorel with the letters I have written to yon. As he 
was completely exhausted when he arrived, 1 wished him to 
rert a little while, but the great anxiety pervading: all eircles 
here to learn the least thinp:. would not allow liim to do so. 
This induces, iiii to ask il you will nut luivotlie kindness, when- 
ever you send niesscnsrerB to uie, to direct tlum to remain at 
Major Holland's (^of which unau^cnifnt 1 have already notified 
him) who will imniediattily start (^ur his son in his absence) 
and liring the di.spatchcH to nie. I can then, it" ueccs.sai y. 
there myself and speak with the mefseniier and let liini dej)art 
without any sensation. 1 eonfess to ynu. my dear sir. that I 
am ashamed at having to employ such means. I write by this 
messenger t4» Chevalii-r .Tohnf^nnJ directing him iuiuiediately to 
send five or six of his niot-t active and expert Mohawks to watch 
the road leading from Albany to West })oint. and repttrt at once 
to the commanding officer at Point au Ferantl hinifself whatever 
they may learn. As for Sherwood, I hope he will be nn his 
guard that he may retreat in season ; and if it should prove 
true that the enemy meditate an expedition against Point au 
Per, and if we can obtain news of his movements in time for 
Chevalier Johnson, with the savages and his light battalion, to 
fall back a few miles, even, above Point au Fer, 1 believe that 
we shall have made a good bar^in. 

" I await intelligence from you with impatience and have the 
honor, etc., 

" Ferd. Hajldimakd." 



* Sir Jolm Jolinaon. 
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Both the generals were obliged to observe aeoreej respecting 
their preparations against a hostile attack, that they mi*^ht be 
concealed as much as possible from the Canadians. T 1 u \ i * ared, 
and not without cause, that if the disloyal onee heard of it, a 
rebellion might take place, for the suppiession of which Haldi* 
mand felt himself too weak. On the other hand, should the 
liberal party become acquainted with the intentions of the 
Americans — a fact which seemed likely — he desired to main* 
tain sftcrccy respectinjj; his own arraugf incuts that the enemy 
niiirht not be iiiforuied, by the sudden confidence of the loyal 
Caiiaiiians. of the preparations inadt- Lu xviXi^l an attack. Point 
au Fer was uu iiji|Mn taiit place, it being the key to the northern 
outlet of Lake Champlain. It belonged to Kiedcsel's district, 
in which it was the m<Kst extreme point. The latter, ac coid- 
ingly, having had it well manned and tortitied, had not the least 
fear of its beinji gurpi isrd. 

Indeed. Uiodcsiel with accnstouied carefulness and activity, 
had made every preparation to receive the eiieiuy. Haldiniand 
was entirely satisfied with his plans. It seems, however, that 
he was somewhat in doubt regarding the discretion of the 
loyalists who occupied the loyal block htnise. 

For further safety, Kiedesel formed a detachment, under 
Major Campbell, and sent it still nearer the threatened points 
for observation. His ideas, respecting this reeennaissance, he 
communicated to Haldimand in n letter, whicli the latter ans- 
wered under date of February 20, 1783. It is as follows : 

^^l*rivutc). 

"QuKBJiC, Fehruari/ 2<t, 17H2. 

"My Dear Sir: I see by the letter with whirh you have 
honored me, through Mr. Murray, that you have made up, 
with all possible precaution, a detachment to be located to the 
best advantiige. I trust that this little excursion will be of 
material benefit to the troops in acquiring experience. It is 
not as difficult to march in winter from the log cabins into the 



Digitized by Google 



158 



MAJOR GENERAL RIEDESEL 



woods as is generally imagined. Meanwhile, I give my consent 
to all the general and private orders you have issued for this 
purpose, and, I hope, that during your tour, you will have the 
satisfaction of having everything intelligently carried out, and a 
return of your health by the exercise consequent on this exeur- 
sion. I only fear that the thaw has spoiled the roads, and that 
the ice between St John and Isle aux Noix will break, tlieroby 
making your tour very disagreeable. Should this be the case, 
I would rtiquest you to postpone the trip for the sake of your 
own healtli In whicii I am s<i much interested. 

" I know not as yet \\\\yw T shall be able to pay a yisit to 
Madam Riedesel ; but I foicscL' that it will l)e imiHtSvsiijle during 
the prostiiit month. Meanwhile, remember me to her, aud be- 
lieve mo in the truest devotion, ete., 

Febo. Haldimanu." 

Again he writes a week later : 

QUBB£C, Februan/ 27, 1783. 

" My Dear Sir : Convinced that exercise and a change of air 
will do more for the recovery of your health than all the skill 
of physicians, I greatly rejoice to see by your letter of the 25th 
that you thought of starting the next day for St. John. The 
frosty which we have had for the last two days, leads me to 
think that the weather will he IkvoraMe for you, and that you 
will return to St. John in perfect health. Captain Twiss left 
this morning, and, perhaps, he will have the honor of seeing 
you before you receive this letter. 

"Although I feel perfectly easy in regard to the safety of 
our advanced posts, I am very anxious to learn the real cause 
for the late movement of the rebels. If they are aiming at V^er- 
mont, uud if they should hv. successful in eon(juerin«r it. I anti- 
cipate for us very disagrceabl*' consequences. Besides, my 
hands are tied in everytliint:; aud T hear nothing of what is 
occurring in Huro|if or on tlie Atlantic coast. I am very much 
surprised that we huyc no news as yet from Comet Schuuewald. 
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He must have arrived some time i^, or have sent his dispatches 
by an express. I preBume, howeyer, that he has been detained 
at New York. I have, etc., 

" Fbkd. Haldimand." 

We orast be satisfied daring this month with what Haldimand 
writes to Riedesel. Only one letter is extant from the latter, by 
which we are enabled to learn something re^urding his activity. 
Feeling unwell at this time, he probably wrote no more than was 
absolutely necessary. The drafts of his letters, which are of 
importance, are generally met with, but nothing of the kind 
can be found written during this month. 

The attentive reader will have noticed a carelessness, on the 
part of Haldimand, in r^ard to the hostile movements against 
Canada. While the sick German general starts on a tedious, 
and perhaps, dangerous winter tour of the <)ut|>uijtd, the governor 
remains quietly at Quebec scarcely oii his guard ; while in respect 
to the intelligence which he receives, tiie Knglish general takes 
his measures according only to what he himself believes to be 
true. Thus we find, even in an active and honorable man, that 
remissness by which generals and officers did so much damage 
to the cause of their king. The increasing ill health and dejec- 
tion of Haldimand, however, is some excuse for his conduct. 
He was often troubled with ihe stone, from which at times he 
suflered intensely. 

lliede.^cl, notwithstanding his ill health, set out on his tour 
of the northern fort«. He rode over the Chauibly river in a 
sleigh, and traveled very fast. Upon his safe arrival at St. John 
he wrote, among other things, to Huldimujid, that up to that 
time the trip li.id been of great benefit to him. The govenioi' 
aii^^wercd the It ttcr on the 3d of March. la t^peaking. in this 
letter, ui' the iiiovtMJ!ent<» of the Americn is. he says: " 1 foresee 
that wc must neglect no means by which tn iind out what were 
the real intentions nf tlir rebels. Tt is said lb:it tbe thaw has 
frustrated the exccutlou of their plans, aud there is, therefore. 
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nothing to be feared i'<«r our pt^ts. The detachment of Major 
Cniiipbell may uuw return its (juarters. <^iptain Twi88 will 
ru'\ ('rlli(>1('HJ« attorid to the conijili tioii the wrn ks. f request, 
thcrclore, that jou will graut him all the ueccs&arj' men that he 
asktt fur." 

He writes later : 

''Quebec, ^farrh G, 1783. 
My Dear Sir : At the umineut that I am about taking my pen 
to answer your hotter of the 2d inst^ Major Hoi laud enters with 
the package which your messenger, who left St John on the 
4th, has handed him. I am very much obliged to yon my dear 
sir, for the trouble you have taken, and I now request you only 
to send a special messenger when eireumstanees warrant it. I 
have been prevented by the one now here from sending you the 
answer by post. I presume your sergeant has time to stay over 
tiU to-morrow. 

" If the enemy really started on the 11th of hst month (which 
is, however, very unlikely) either from the direction of Ver- 
mont or our outposts, he must, by this time, either have returned 

to his quarters or has intentions against Oswego or Carleton 
island. In the latter ease, I trust that the recent thaw has 
made the luadb, vvhieh he would have had to take, impjissable. 
At any rate, I have every reason to believe that he lia.-«i f ailed iu 
his undertakiriLT. Tlin^c two post,s are commanded by two active 
and earelui xtHeers, and are supplied with everything necessary 
for their defense. There were in tlie uumtli of January 550 men 
at Oswego uiid tillo at Carleton island. I cannot, therefore, 
believe, that they have allowed themselves to be surprised. I 
am, I repeat, perfectly at ease in regard to those two posts. 
I am, however, very much obliged to you ibr writing to Cheva^ 
lier Johnson. 

- Colonel Itoope left for St. John this morning, and will have 
the honor of seeing you next Sunday. I very much wish that 
he may be able to visit our outposts — the block houses and 
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everyihing under the immediate superiDtendeDoe of Captain 
Twias. I diacoyer in Colonel Hoope a wamtli and a seal for 
the service of the king, which makes me anticipate from him 
great aasiatanoe. I hare instmcted him to eommnnicate to yon 
a discoyeiy which he has made in regard to the mag^ines in 
his district. I hope you will snggest to him measures to he 
taken against those persons implieated in the matter. 

" I am under renewed obligation to yon for the trouble you 
have taken in the matter of Captain Pritchard. ^ He is certainly 
a miserable creature ; and I am really at a loss to know what 
shall be done with him* 

" I have had no time as yet to read the newspapers which 
you had the kindness to send me ; but from their date^ I do not 
think they contain anything of interest. 

I rejoice to hear that your health is daily improving. No 
one wishes your reoovuiy more than I. 

"I have, etc., 
" Fero. Haldimand." 

It is not a little strange that Ilaldiniand should now send 
Colonel Hoope to visit the posts, after being seemingly con- 
vinced that all dansjer had passed. The inference is that the 
general intended l)y this mission to pave the way for the 
colonel's promutiua. 

The particulars relating to the intended expedition of the 
Americans, Haldimand learued from Major lloss, the beginning 
of March. 

lloss reported on the 27th of February, from Niagara, that 
he had learned uu the 14th of that mouth, from an Anieriean 
deserter, that Villet (a French colonel), had intended to sur- 
prise this post during that night, but, led astray by his guides, 



> Captain Pritch«rd — a Canadian and a wily man of doubtful reputation — was 
employod by tho two generals aes au iufurmer. It wu bis special duty to inquire 
into the MDtimenta of the CanadtBin. It wm anerwwd ibund that he was deceiv- 
ing hoth inrtiee. 
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tbe plan bad been fruatnited, and that he would endeavor to carry 
out his purpose the night following. He had alao learned that 
the enemy did not number orer 600 men \ and that they had 
arriyed in eleighs, whieh they had left behind in their retreat. 
He (Ross) had sent out a detachment to destroy these sleighs, 
and, at the same time, had dispatched a small corps of 200 men 
after the retreating enemy. The latter, however, had reached 
their sleighs in time and escaped. Major Ross," writes 
General Haldimand, ''justly describes this expedition as the 
most stupid ever undertaken, and praises it only so far as the 
celerity and secrecy shown in carrying it out. The distance 
from Saratoga to Niagara was made in eight days, and no one, 
the entire length of the Mohawk, knew anything about it. 
The enemy left behind «ine ladders, and disappeared without 
having had a glance at the fort, or carrying with him a single 
prisoner; so that he returned as he had come un&miliar with 
everything but his own flight. The enemy lost five men in 
prisoners and deserters; and Major Ross was very sorry the 
enemy desisted from his design, as the good condition of his 
own men, and their anxiety for a fight, would have given the 
enemy a terrible defeat." 

Riedesel was only sorry that Major Ross was not sooner in- 
foriiiod of tliis oxpeditiuu, as it would have been an easy matter 
to capture the sleijjhs and thus cut the retreat. 

Riedesel was uLsu iiij^tructcd to make inquiries regarding the 
susjiected Captain Pritchard. and to investiirate the defalcations 
ill the aduiinistratiuiis ui' the English mug;i/.in(>s. As soon as 
Colonel HiKtjto gave him the necessary inl'oriiiation iu this 
matter, he, with his accustomed prudence, sagacity and strict 
impartiality nnde took the investigation, examined witnesses, 
and keptujiuutes euuceruing the whole affair. Captain Pritch- 
ard was found to ho a party to the transaction, and, he, together 
with several ntheials of the Kn^rlish ho^jpitals. was found jriiilty. 
The other culprits came under the jurisdiction of General 
Haldimand. 
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GeNEUAL HaLDIMAND to (jENKUAh KlEilKi^EL. 

"Quebec, March 17, 1783. 

My Dear Sir : I am very much obliged to you for sending 
ine by an expFew messenger tlie ^^peech of tbe king. I was 
exceedingly anxious to have it, and 1 have read it with great 
pleasure, although it is somewhat humble. I believe that he 
is for war, and that this couecssiou was nocos-sary. under the 
circuni8t:in('cs. in order to insure for himself the gond will of 
his subjects in ease that peace sh<»uld demand too severe con- 
ditions. In t^iu h a ease T do not believe thai tlu- nation will 
make the final ort* is. I believe, therefore, either that peace 
will uuw be made, or that the war will he piu.-t i utcd with more 
zeal than over. ( hir iiavv ha--^ lost uuiliiii*; of her lustre, and 
although our rxpcditi«<a.-> ou land have not been suceesijful, 
everytliiiii; nught again be made right, and even tin supremacy 
on this continent b(i once njore obtained. Notwithstanding, 
however. ]>eace siciii< In mc (n li.- doiraMe ; and nifhongli we 
surrender (lie colnnirs. tlir jic.iic will be more honorable lo the 
nation alter having nuiintained the war so long airainst such 
tremeudoiis odds, and in Hpiti\ ton. f»f thf cabals and intcnuil 
divisions which were alone sulhcient to have ruined her. What 
happens to us to-day will sooner f»r later overtake the Uourbon 
family. Envy against power will S})ring up ; alliances will be 
formed against it for the purpose of gnawiiiL' 'iff its claws; and 
the Americans, whom it now protects, may be the first who will 
enrich themselves from its legacy. It does not seem to me 
that they can long remain friends. 

" I expect news from Xew York and Halifax every moment, 
from which we nia}^, perhaps, learn what is to be o\ir fate j and I 
sincerely trust that it may give us the prospect of seeing each 
other next fall in London, and the winter in Brunswick. Amen. 

" 1 have, etc., 

" FKaD. HaIiDimand." 

21* 
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Answer of General Hiebesel. 

"SOREL, March 19, 1783. 

" >ry Dear Sir ; I had the honor of receiTing by to-daj's 
mail and by a returned express yestorday, two official and one 
private letter from yourself. The private letter of your excel- 
lency has again raised my spirits. Although not born in 
England, I hope that everything I have suffered for the king 
may be for the best, and that proTidenoe may, in time, grant 
the means for repairing all losses. I shall not at all be snr* 
prised if America herself should be engaged in war within two 
years, and the northern colonies separate from the southern 
ones. I thank Heayen that the time is near at hand when I 
shall be able to return to my fatherhind where I will be enabled 
to give my children a better education, and regain my health. 
But wherever I may be, I shall never foi^t my good fortune 
in having served under your excellency; for, without flattery, 
the time I have spent under you has been the most pleasant of 
all during this war. With esteem and gratefulness I shall ever 
remember the kindness which I have received from yourself. I 
confess, also, that I would gladly pay my respects to that monarch 
for whom, and for whose empire I have now gone through fifteen 
campaigns J but, I greatly fear, in view of the enormous ex- 
pense of the war and the tli^like which the present secretary 
has toward the foreign troops, that tho rctt ption may not come 
up to uiy expec'tuthins, imh'ss 1 am introduced by !i jieiieral 
under whom I had the honor of serving, and to wliom the king 
and the nation must be grateful for the manner iu which he 
governed this province. 

"I have, etc., 

" RlEDESEL." 
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GSNBRAIi HaLDIMAND TO GSNBRAL RiEDBSXL. 

(Private). 

"QuKHEC, Man h 24, 178:^ 

"My Dear Sir: Doctor Maboii, who arrived lit;re liiJay 
mornin;? irroatly fatigued but entirely jsatiiifieil with his journey, 
has handed me the letter with which you honor mc.^ I feel 
highly fluttered that you are 80 well satisfied with year second 
stay in Canada. Had 1 Linni possible, and had 1 ibllowed my 
inclinations I would gladly have done more for you and yonr 
family. But in our aituation one must act according to circum- 
stanoea \ and you, my dear sir, have done everything with a 
zeal, an attention and a reliability whieh gives yoii a perfect 
right to claim my c»teciu. I shall alwaj^ consider it my duty 
to do you all the justice which is due yon. The state of your 
health, and your family matters, whieh lead you wish to 
return to £urope, are both natural and praiseworthy, and I 
trust that your expectations may be fulfilled. Still, during 
the last summer I, myself, have wriUen three letters in whieh 
I also asked permission to return there next autumn. I 
believe that my request will not be denied me in case peace is 
made. 

" I expect news every moment, and cannot understand why 
it takes so long to come. If I do not receive any within a few 
days, I shall believe that something has turned up to prevent 
the conclusion of peace. But I hope we will receive letters 
from Penobscot in a few days. The son of Launiere, who left 
here the 17th of February, with a couple of savages to carry 
yonr letters there, ought to have been back in five or six weeks. 
We may, therefore, expect him at any hour. 

" The pain in my kidneys, which still continues, does not 



1 The English surgeon of staff, Mabon, had jast finlfihed a tonr of the fbrtc fi»r 

the purpoBc of examining into the health of the troops. He was a great friend of 
both geuernlB. Biedeael geoeiaUy stayed at the doctor's hoaite when In t^nebec 
wUh hiB family. 
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allow me to make the journey to Sore) on the ice j but I intend 
to make up for it in the spring. Heqnesting you to asBiire the 
Madam of my esteem, 

" I am. etc., 

Ilaldiniand, as late as the latter part of March, had no re- 
liable intelligence either in regard to the treaty of peace, or his 
own movemente in case of a continuance of the war. He writes 
concerning this to Riedesel, in a letter of the Slst of March, as 
follows : " If the war is to continue, it is now high time for 
me to be told what I am to do. As I expect this,' I greatly 
desire that the works on Isle aux Noiz should he strengthened. 
I bare written Captain Twiss in regard to this matter, and have 
conunissioned him on his passage through Sorel to consult with 
you regarding the means, the number of men, and the kind of 
laborers which you can furnish for the work. I expect him hack 
by the 8th of next month, in order that we may lose no time." 

General Biedesel being desirous of obtaining definite inform- 
ation concerning certain matters before making arrungementa 
for the coming your ^ and Haldimand knowing as little about 
the future as he did himself — wrote directly to tbe commander 
in chief, Oarleton. But neither did he succeed any better 
with him ; for the latter was, also, heartily sick of his position, 
and longed for nothing more than to be recalled from a theatre 
of war in which he was not only forced to remain inactive, but 
risked the loss of laurels gained in other campaigns with so 
much trouble. He wrote to Biedesel the beginning of April as 
follows : 

« New York, April 9, 1783. 

" My Dear f^ir : Tlic tiMiiquil state of afiairs in Canada, 
which, I believe, I must talvc for granted, ssliould not be au 



) I. c, A ooutiniiatiou of tbo war. 
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ezovse for negleetiDg this opportanitj to assure you of my 
perfect esteem, aod ezpreBS to you my especial wiflhee for your 
welfare and health, in which I also include Madam Riedesel. 

" You will have learned that the preliminaries for a general 
peace hare been signed and ratified at Paris. This, of necessity, 
will cause seyeral alterations in the situation of the soldiers. I, 
for my part, without waiting for the results, some time since 
urgently asked for a furlougli, and expect the arrival of a suc- 
cessor daily, to whom I will gladly surrender the command. 
But whether I am in Engknd or elsewhere, I shall always be 
huj [)y to give you proof of my esteem, with which 

"I remain, etc., 

" Gut Caeloton.*' 

General Oarleton thus i<^nu>red the main question, preferring 
to leave its solution to his successor. Riedesel. therefore, knew 
now just as iiiueh ns he did before, and had to leave the rest to 
time and chance. The only thing he could do was, to keep his 
troops ill i Ludincss for all coutingeucies, aud to continue the 
work uu the fortifications. 

The latter piirt oi March, hih younirestdaufj; liter, little ( 'anada. 
died. The two older dau<;hter.« loved their little sister m imu h, 
that her death made them ImtU .sick, Tlio father, althoutrh he 
had pununoned a izdcd jihysician fmui 'riiicr Kivers, and did 
even tliiiiL:' ill lii-^ jmwcr i'or liis luvcd ones, trlt mtv solicit<»u.s ; 
nor was it until the phyf^iciiUi asBurod liim ukphL decidedly that 
their illness was not alarming, that hi* iear subsided. 

Some f»f the German officers at Sorel had a cross with an 
inscription placed on the grave of the little Tanada. w1k> was 
there buried in ronsecrntod ground. The populace nf the 
place were strict Roman ('atholics; and the officers who jtlaccd 
the ero!as over the grave, belonged to the same religion. They, 
with a kind tbrethought, placed the cross over the little one to 
prevent wicked hands of fanatical people violatiug the heretical 
grave. 
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lu the be^DDiDg of April, Eicdesel went to Isle aux Noix, 
for tbe purpose of pushing forward the work on the fortifioa- 
tions. He also thought, by change of scene, to reooTer in a 
measure from his recent bereavement. 

Toward the middle of April, Ualdimaad received some indU 
rect news reBpoftlntj: tlie treaty of peace by a ship which arrived 
from the ^t. They had already a copy of the treaty in Pliila* 
delphia, and yet the governor of Canada bad not reoeived any 
official news of it either from his government or the commander 
in chief in New York ! General Haldimand, therefore, hesitated 
about saying anything publicly in regard to it, although be 
wrote respecting it to General Riedesel on the 17th, as follows : 

" Since the treaty has not yet been published, and the future 
of Canada seems to me still in danger I shall not publish any- 
tbing of what I have just learned, until it has been communi- 
cated to me officially. This state of things, howeyer, cannot 
last longf as I have been assured that a package arrived in 
New York on the 26th of Marcb. The arrival of Carleton's 
courier must be retarded only by the bad roads, since hostilities 
in America were to have ceased by tbe 20tb of March." 

He also mentions in this letter the new boundaries of the 
United States of North America. 

In a letter of the 26th of April, Haldimand writes that he 
had received letters from Carleton, but none from the minbter. 
He stated, however, that he expected one by a frigate which was 
to arrive from England in a few days. All hostilities having on 
the 20tb of March ceased on land and water — in consequence of 
the treaty of peace and in pursuance of the orders of his British 
majesty — Haldimand, in a manifesto announced the particulars 
to the troops and the inhabitants of Canada. Ketrarding his 
other preparations, he says in the alxivc mciitioJied letter : " 1 
will U(»t stt>p the works which have been begun on the Isle aux 
Noix, for the rea-suu that this is very likely the nuly fort we 
shall retain since the district of Xia^^ara. ( ),swei:;n, and. perhaps, 
Carleton island, also, are to be surrendered to the rebels. The 
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lojalisf^i are downcast, and the Indians have been entirely for- 
gotten in the prelimioarieB. Mj soul is completely bowed down 
with grief at seeing tbat we (with no abaolate necessity), have 
humbled ourselves so much as to accept such humiliating 
boundaries. I am heartily ashamed, and wish I was in the 
interior of Tartary." 

General Haldimand, notwithstanding the drafled peace, wonld 
not trnst the Americans. He still feared that they mig^t yet 
undertake something against the southern boundaries of Canada, 
before the peace was fully published. In this opinion, moreoTer, 
he waa confirmed by a letter from the commanding staff officer 
at Oswego, to the effect that the enemy were contemplating a 
movement in that direction. Haldimand writes concerning this 
to Biedesel as follows : 

" You understand as weU as I, that I daro not for a moment 
slacken our vigilance, which is necessary as long as we hare 
the misfortune of having anything to do with the rebels, and 
untU the publication of peace in due form. I. myself, doubt 
whether even then, we can enjoy rest for any length of time in 
their neighborhood/' 

The work on the fortifications, especially those on Isle auz 
Noix, was therefore pushed forward more vigorously than ever. 
Still, not as many men were employed on them this year as the 
last, as the generals, in view of the uncertainly of afikirs, were 
unwilling to take the men away from their winter quarters 
unnecessarily. 

On the 18th of May. KicdescI received several letters from 
Germany, and. ainonir tlicni, one I'runi his brother sealed with 
black wax. Hi.s fatlicr had died on the 5th of September, 1782, 
at liis manor in Lautcrbocli. At the time of liis death, he bore 
the title of privy counselor of Great liritjiin, and was pcventy- 
seven years of age. lliedesel, already sad, grew mure low 
spirited upon hearing this news, and longed more than ever for 
hotiie, where his presence was now tiri^ently needed I'or the 
settlement of important tamily matters, lie was, therefore, 
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most happily surprised at receiving, the middle of June, the 
followiog letter from General (^urleton : 

"A'ew Yoek, Jam Glh. 1783. 

"My Dear ."^ir: Having this moment received orders from 
biB majesty the king to send, without delay, all the German 
troops, who 8erv(!d in the army, to Europe, I am already 
engaged in making the necessary preparations for carrying 
them out as speedily as possible. 1 iiikMid U) embark those 
belonging to the Duke of l^ uiiswick first I have also given 
(he same orders in regard to those troops now in the district of 
Nova Scotia. Thev will march to Dunen, where the rendezvous 
will take pla(?e, and where you -will receive further orders. 

" Some of the Brunswick troops will have to remain for a little 
while longer in New England, but measures for tKeir liberation 
bave been taken. 

"I have, etc., 

" Guy Carleton." 

General Haldimand forwarded the arrangements for hastening 
the departure of the troops as much as possible. He allowed the 
Brunswick troops to remain in their quarters np to the time of 
their sailing, a eircumstanoe which afforded them great satisfac* 
tion. General Riedesel, also, had eveiything so arranged that the 
men were ready for departure at any moment. 

In the beginning of July, an opportunity offering to send dis- 
patches to Euro{»e, Riedesel availed himself of it to send a letter 
to the hereditary prince : 

To his moat serene Jiiffhnesiy (he Sereditar^ Prince. 

" Most Gracious Prince and Jjord : The three kind letters of 
your highness dated respectively the 26th of August, 1781, the 
26th of March and the 27th of October, 1782, were handed me 
eight days ago. It 18 to me one of the greatest sources of satis- 
faction to see that your highness is pleased with my conduct 
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toward your troops, and that the docnments ia relation to the 
investigation at Berthier have finally reached you. It shall be 
my constant endeavor to carry out the commands of your high- 
ness, and to be of use to your troops in every emergency; and 
in case of acts occurring either against the interests of yourself 
or the service of the king, I should certainly take the liberty of 
reporting it to you. But the two corps here are commanded by 
two such worthy men, that such a case could not by any possi* 
hility occur; and I can confidently report to you that the com- 
manding ofiicer, General Loos, who has charge of the first 
hattalion of your highness, is certainly able to give Colonel 
Yon LeutB and his r^ment the same good testimonial. It is 
also my duty to add the same in regard to my friend. Colonel 
Yon Kreutsberg, and the brave corps of chasseurs under my 
immediate command.' Not a single complaint nor a report of 
any disorder has been made during all of the eighteen months 
that this corps has been under my command; and Colonel 
Kreutsberg has served with such distinction, that he has 
gained fi>r himself the approbation and love of the entire army 
and the public. I, for my part, am under double obligations to 
him ibr the friendly readiness with which he assisted me in the 
command of my district. It bein<; my most pleasing business 
to carry out the orders of your highness, I send you herewith a 
copy of the state of the Brunswick troops. I have also attested 
a statement of the number of the first battalion of your high- 
ness for Colonel Von Ijeuts. But not having received permis- 
sion to publish our system of economy, I must request you to 
keep it entirely for your own perusal. I have also asked the 
same of Colonel Von iicutz. 

" In conclusion, as there is no newri of importance since peace 



* CMimd Von Lents ttxrtc tbe ootwiMiid of the H«8M Hjuimi fcgtment after the , 
departure of Colo&el G«ll. Oolonel Vou Ereatzb«i]r comnumded tihe chuaente.— 
Note UxnigiMU. 
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has been declared, I report to yon that all tlie German troope In 
this province have received orders to embark as soon as ihe 
transports, which are daily expected, shall arrive here. These 
troops wiU very likely he disembarked at one and the same 
place in Germany, whence I will send a report to your high- 
ness. It is a pity that we are separated from the prisoner of 
war, and that the recruits also should he scattered over so many 
places. The latter, like uiysclf, have been informed by General 
Oarleton that they will be sent from the places where they now 
are directly to ((ermany ; a circumstance which will cause great 
confusion in settlinji up the business accounts. 

**1 recouiiucnd myM-ll u» the future favor of your liiuhnoHs. 

** Sore!, June 21, 1783." 

As iiiciit ioiu'tl ill the ulM»ve letter. Kiedesi l liad already learned 
tli;it tlic (•< >u vent inii jiri^uiit rs NVould not In- sent to him. hut 
would g(» directly from the jilacc of their eujitivity to Europe. 
This was very un})U>aHiint to liini, for he wouhl liave much pre- 
ferred to have had all his men tojxether. But this could not 
be ; and he, therefore, constiled himself by doing for them all 
that ]ay in his power. Toward the latter part of June, he 
wrote the following to General Carleton : 

His excellency, General Haldimand, has given me permis- 
sion to send an officer by land to New York. I avail myself of 
this opportunity to acknowledge the receipt of three letters 
from you during the winter and spring, t(>gether with an in- 
closed note, all of which I have answered by way of Halifax 
and Penobscot. The last letter of your excellency, which 
Cornet Schonewald handed me on the 2d of June, deprives me 
of the hopo that our pri^ioners of war will be united with me 
before I leave the province. As we have no orders as yet, 
respecting our departure, T take the liberty of sending this offi- 
cer to you in order to request your u.vccUuncy to give your 
protectiou U* ijieutcuant llciuekiug, the officer who will accom- 
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pany our priaonera (when they are exoliange<l) to Germany. 
He ia a perfectly reliable man \ and as be will need a consider- 
able snm of money wben tbe prisoners are excban<<;ed, 1 would 
recommend him to your excellency, and would request you to 
kindly procure for him the amount he will need to satisfy the 
just demands of the convention troops. 

"Oar prisoners of war beiii'; at present in two different pro- 
vinces, viz: those <»f the Sarat<»ga eonvtsut idii iu Peansylvaiila, 
and those of Beniiin^'ton, until the 7th of ()( t<>}»er, in Miissa- 
chnsotts bay, n iminii of these two divisions. |ireparatory to 
sendinj]; them to KuroiK', would lit» a L'rcat relief to the sorviee; 
for iu this way the number of officcni would be increased, and a 
better oversight maintained. ' 

" Your excellency has always given your support to the troops 
of my sovereign, and I therefore now leave them entirely under 
yonr protect i wi 

"Madam \ on Riedesel and myself arc under many obliga- 
tions to you tor your kind remend)ranees. You may be assured 
that yourself and your entire family will always be respected 
and beloved by us. 

" I have received a letter from Lord North in which I am 
informed that I am to return to Brunswick with my troops. 
He also pays me a compliment on the part of his majesty the 
king, in regard to the way in which I have led them during the 
war. The transports are daily expected. When they arrive, 
we shall at once embark and return to Burope. I flatter myself 
that we shall have the pleasure of paying our respecfs to Lady 
Mary. 

" I have the honor of recommending the bearer of this letter, 
Lieutenant D'Anniers. and \ shall rejoice very much to see him 
here agaiu before wc start, iu order to hear iium him something 



1 We tiave alroady Men that with the Bronewick lroopt« nf the convention, who 
uumberciJ ahont fion mcti, thrrc only two oftlccrs ; \\\\\\k\ wilh tho prisonors at 
Oenuiugton there were comparatively a large uumber of oflicors.— iVb<« inariginnl. 
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lespeeting the condition of onr troops. I tberefore request your 
ezcellenoy to send him Irack as soon as possible. 

"I have, etc., 

rjeiu ral Carleton replied to this letter in a very friendly 
spirit. IIo said in his letter that the Brunswick troops of the 
convt-ntioji had sailed for Europe, in charge ol" Jiioutt^iaiit 
Rcinekiiiir. as early as tlio <!f}i of .June. Of the prisoners, who 
had been left at Kutland under two oftieers. one hundred wore 
to be sent to New York; and conseijuentlv the ITef^sian major, 
Baurnieister, had gone to Philadelphia to settle the matter with 
congress. The troops would be sent to Europe immediately 
upon their arrival in New York. 

This letter was brought by Lieutenant B'Anniers. He had 
arrived in New Y^ork too late to go south and inquire into the 
condition of the prisoners. They were already sailing on the 
broad ocean without Biedesel knowing in what condition they 
were in. The only thing which consoled him was his know- 
ledge of the skill and honor of Lieutenant Beineking, whcnn he 
knew to have done his best to procure aD the necessaries for 
the troops. 

The English government, as a matter of course, was anxious 
to get rid of the auxiliary troops as soon as possible'after the 
declaration of peace. They cost a great amount of money daily, 
and with her exchequ^ exhausted, En<;land was obliged to be 
very economical. In addition to this, they were desirous to 
avail themselves of the favorable season of the year to transport 
to their homes the soldiers whom th^jy did not wish to leave 
lon<i;er in tlieir lanieutahle pu.sition. 

1'he above mentioned letter of Lord North to Kiedesel reads 
as follows ; 



> The draft of this letter Is wlUioat name of place or date. It was veiy prabaMy 
written at Sorel, the latter part of June. 
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" Whitehall, April 6, 1783. 

/'My Dear Sir: Preliminaiy negotiatioiu for peace between 
hie majesty and the United States of America haying began, 
and it being the intention to lefrain from all operations against 
Canada, I have received orders from the king to inform you 
that instructions have been given to Governor Haldimand to 
make the necessary preparations for the return of yourself and 
the troops of his highness, the duke of Brunswick. 

The king has further instructed me to inform you that he 
has received, during your stay in Canada, the most honorable 
testimonials in regard to the merits and Bervices of yourself, 
and the brave conduct of your officers and men. 

" I pray to be permitted to add that it gives me special satis- 
faction to communicate to you the assuiMiioc of the good will of 
bis majesty, wliieli. it is his royal wish, U) havo expressed to 
you in the best manner possible. 1 am, i tc, 

« North." 

At last, lliedesel, liaving arranged matters so that his men 
C( uUi start at any imtnuMit for their designated place of em- 
barkation, lel't Sore! witli his family for Quebec the early part of 
July. TTo had long before this received invitations from Tlal- 
dimaud tu vifit him. It was his intention to await there tlio 
arrival of the transport*!. The governor received liis friends as 
usual in the most cDrJial maimer; and, although he was not yet 
recovered from his illness, he did everything to make their last 
days in Canada as pleasant as possible. In his care for their 
coming journey he was indefatigable. He also, did everything 
in his power for the Crerman troops. He had a very pretty 
villa near Quebec, which he called ^^()utmorency, where ho 
often went with his friends to spend a pleasant hour. He still 
cherished the hope that he should return to Europe with them ; 
and both the Eiedesels and himself made all kinds of plans for 
a delightful and comfortable journey together. 
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In the banning of Augiut, the trauEports arriyed. This 
obliged General Riedeael to return onoe more to Sorel to attend 
to seTeral matters ; and as the Teasel npon whioh he was to 
make this trip was qaite roomy and eomfortable, and the weather 
delightful, he took his fiimily with him. Upon his return to 
Quebee he found everything ready for departure. Haldimand, 
with his usual forethought, had had a beautiful transport, 
which was a fast sailer, fitted up and provided with everything 
neeesaary for the voyage. Thus, several eabins were furnished 
in the most comfortable manner, and on the rear deck he had a 
miniature garden laid out in which (earth having been taken on 
board) lettuce was planted for use during the voyage. A new 
milch cow was also sent on board by the special direction of 
Haldimand, for Riedesel's children to whom he was very much 
attached. 

In the meantime Haldimand received dispatches from London 
in which he was ordered to remain at bis post in Canada. 
With weeping eyes he communicated this intelli«j:ence to Madam 
Riedeiiel, adding in a feeling manner, " I had hoped that we 
should return together ; but the king has ordered it differently, 
and T must obey " 

Before his departure, lliedesel presented Haldimand with his 
iavoritc horse — a beautiful mare witli i'ual. The lattur, also, 
on his part gave ,^lrs. liicdcsel a miiff and tippet of sable "as 
a remenibrancc of the country in which she had remained so 
lonir " TTc likewise gnve to her eldest dauirliter. Aiiiriista. 
wlioiii )ie ])hiy fully called the " little lady," a little dog to which 
she had token a great fanev. 

The (iffieers, also, manit'eritcd their devotion to the family of 
lliedesel. by giving a theatrical pieee, written exprefisly for the 
occasion, and referring to the approaching voyage. At the 
close of the performance, the actors sang a song in [traise of the 
German troops, after which one of them addressed the ge neral 
in a ftirmal speech which spoke in high terms of his friendly 
treatment of the British troops. The last evening of. his stay, 
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Riedesel, with his fauiily and a few fiienda, dined at General 
HaldimMid's. At the close of the entertainnient the governor, 
with many of the officers and iuhftbituitB of Quebec, aceotn-' 
panied the travelers to the ship, where thej bid them a heart- 
felt farewell. 

£ftrlj the next morning, the anchors were hoisted. On the 
same ship with Riedesel, were his adjutant, his staff officers, 
OhapUiin Mylins, a band of music, and Doctor Kennedy and 
family.' The fleet, under an English commands, arrived 
safely at Isle de Pio at the mouth of the St. Lawrence. Here 
the ships were obliged to cast anchor, and wait for a fikvorable 
wind. This delay lasted fourteen days, causing everyone to 
feel vexy impatient and exceedingly lonesome. Those who had 
taken with them fresh meat and V4^tablc8 for the voyage, used 
them up here. The joyfulness, which until now, had been on 
.hoard the ship, gave place to gloomy silence. And, in addi- 
tion to this, there was danger of encountering equinoctial 
storms should the voyage be in any degree prolonged. The 
idea of having to remain another year in this part of the world, 
was to every one a sad, yea, a terrible thought. Eveiy one 
longed for home. But one Sunday morning while divine service 
was holding on board of the general's ship, and while all were 
listening to tb* f'erveut prayer of Pa-^itur Mylius for a favtu iu^; 
wind, a slight Uiovement of the ship was noticed — a sure hign 
that the wind had sprung up; and sea ret ly had the pastor 
finished his sermon when the command was given to hoist 
anchor. Instantly every one was on the tft/i n'rr. 

The general, to whom tlie voyauc was very trnnblesome on 
account of lii.s iiealth, was excciMlin-jlv tloimus to reach the 
English coast as soon as |»ussibk'. lie niuld lie >>[' no use to his 
troops durini: flu- \oyai:t' ; and. lusidi s. he had dispatches to 
the king, which he wished to hand him as soon as practicable. 



■ Doctor Kunuedy, the phy.<siciun of RicdeHerB AnnQyst Soral, hid a>k«d waA 
obtained pcrmiMiou of the latter to go to Bogland on the Mune ablp. 
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The captain of the ship, the Quebec, on which the general was, 
had a crreat ntitioii nf sailiug ahead of the fleet ; but this could 
not be allowed witlinut tho consent of the cauiUKulttre ; nor was 
it certain that this could be obtained. An accident, however, 
helped in this emergency. Two days after getting uuder way, 
one of the ships signaled that its captain wished to speak with 
the commodore. The whole fleet were, therefore, obliged to 
stop. The commodore, out of politeness, called to the ship of 
General Riedesel through a speaking trumpet, " Keep on, gene- 
ral," he, of ooanse, expecting that the ship would unite again 
with the rest of the fleet. But the captain, makiDg this an 
excuse for saiUng ahead, hoisted all his sail, and soon the entire 
fleet was left behind. 

The following day a storm arose, whieh henceforth lasted 
more or less daring the entire voyage. Still as the ship was 
now in advance of the fleet, and the wind was at her back, she 
was .driven fi>rward with great rapidity. But one night, one 
of the sails was blown away, and the ship was thrown on her 
side, causing every one to fear the worst. The ship was also in 
danger of fire. A burning smell was noticed. Every place 
was examined ; and, at length, Mrs. Riedesel found in the cabin 
of Mrs. Doctor Kennedy a strinir, on which the lantern had 
hung, on fire. This .st rijig was tied uruund a beam, iuipiegiuited 
witli tar, and had it not been for this opportune discovery, it 
wonhl SMon have been in flames. Shortly ai'ter this aclventure, 
the iship ciiciiunttTiMl still another hturm in which, this time, she 
lost one of her mtists. And yet, notwithstanding all these troubles 
(by which the passengers were often iu danger of their lives), 
the capt^iin railed it a favorable icind. It did not agree with 
the general, however and, being unable to sleep at night on 
his bed, he remained generally upon deck. He was so tired of 
the voyage, that he one day remarked to his wife that he had 
rather st'iy in a pig pen than on board the ship. 

Toward the end of the voyage a dense fog arose, causing the 
captain, who could not exactly discover where he was, to fear 
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the Scilly i^Iaada. He therefore took in hiB sails, and waited. 
On the afterDoon of the 18th, the fog disappeared, and revealed 
to them, near at hand, the Isle of Wight, and in the distance 
the white, chalky coast of England. What a joyous sensation 
the passengers experienced at being finally so near their jour- 
ney's end ! The ship had sailed with amaiing rapidity, having 
made the distance from the month of the St. Lawrence to the 
coast of England in eighteen days J After sailing under a 
violent wind, and not without danger around the Isle of 
Wight, she entered at eight o'clock in the evening the bay of 
St Helens. The next morning the ship again sailed, and 
would soon have reached Portsmouth had she not had the mis- 
fortune to rnn on to a sunken man of war^ in that harbor. In 
this dangerous poeition she remained all that day and the fol- 
lowing night. Upon once more getting afloat, and entering 
Portsmouth harbor, chance so ordered it that she ran in between 
two other ships with which Madam Riedesel was well acquainted. 
One of them bad carried her from Knglaad to Canada, and the 
other from New York to Quebec. 

. As the vessel, on account of the ebb tide, was unable to reach 
land, Biedesel chartered a lu^^r to convey him ashore. This 
trip cost him considerable \ for he was badly cheated, and forced 
to pay fiftoen guineas (over one hundred thalers) for a distance 
of only half an hour* The next day, Riedesel, accompanied by 
an adjutant, started from Portsmouth for London in order to 
hand the king the dispatches he had brought. The latter re- 
ceived him in the most kind and gracious manner. 3iadam 
Kiedesel arrived in London a few days lat*;r. 

In London, the family met again many old friends, and among 
them General Tryou and others who had returned irom Ame- 



' This waa the first phip that had made that diKtauce in so short a time. 8U« 
rati ahe'id of a French (Hg»te which made the eame diHtance in nineteen dajrs.— 

Hote in original. 

Mr^. Hledend, ta her jonmal, state* tbat this aunkien lUp was the wiedic oftbe 
Royal GeoTge. 

28* 
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rica. All did their best to niukc their stay as pieaaant as pos- 
siMo. The general and his witie were ono evening invited to 
take tea at the court wIk n no one hut the royal iamily was 
present. Madam Kiedenel was Hcatcd between the queen and 
the oldest princess. She was obliged to relate a great deal of 
her adventures to the ladles, and she was fully equal to the 
task, for she had experienced much, and knew how to relate it 
in an interesting manner. She excelled, indeed, in carrying on 
a conversation. The king stood near the fire place conversing 
with the genera] npon more serious affairs. The former, also, 
was so obliging as to carry on the conversation in the German 
language. Kiedesel and his wife remained until nearly ten 
o'clock with the royal family, whom Mrs. Riedesel describes as 
exceedingly amiable. She writes : " The royal fiimily have, in 
fact, the gift of taking all constraint from one, so that we felt 
as if we were with a luippy family of our own rank." 

During their stay in London, Riedesel and I'auiily were the 
recipients of many proofs of e8t<»om. Persons of high rank, 
whom he had not hitherto known, paid tlicir re;^pec-ts tu him in 
per.'ion. Among tlioso \svvv the secretaries. North and Fox. 
Such distinctions were at this time, not generally jiaid in Lon- 
don to foreigners — an evidence that the German general had a 
good name iu that city. 

The general wished very much to remain longer iu London, 
and sec ''"iiio of his companions in the seven years' war and 
the sights of the great metropolis, but the German troops 
were hurried off, giving him no optiou in the matter. The 
latter were again embarked at Deal, a little city on the canaL 
The equinoctial had just begun ; and the weather was so stormy 
as to render the embarkation dangerous. Fortunately, how- 
ever, everything was accomplished without accident. Three days 
were spent in the stormy voyage to Stade. The entering of the 
Kibe was especially difficult; and the general, who was anxious 
to get to Stade as soon as possible, was conveyed to the shore 
in a boat, and thence in a carriage to the city. His wife arrived 
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there at eleven o'clock in the tnt^ninL' under tlic i-scorl of the 
captain of the ship who had carried her from Quebee to Eng- 
land. 

The L^eneral. wishing to wait for the arrival of liis troops, 
reniaitii d iiere a day lonji:er than his wife, who preceded him to 
Wolfenbiittel. The latter was met in that town by her lady 
friends, who li;ul already heard of her arrival. Iler house had 
been prepared for her reception; and she found everything as 
she had left it seven years ago. 

From Stade, Kiedeeel wrote the fuUowing letter to Duke Fer- 
dinand : 

"Stadb, ;^j>temLer 2G, 1783. 

" GracioiiB Sovereign : Trusting that your highness has re- 
ceived my last letter, sent you by my adjutant, Captain Cleve, 
I have the honor of annonnoing to your highness the safe 
arrival of myself and the rest of the Brunswick troops on the 
coast of Germany. My health, strange as it may seem, has 
been, during the whole time, pretty good, hut for the past few 
days I have been suffering from a slight fever, which has weak- 
ened me considerably. I hope, however, that air and exercise 
will aid me again to throw it off. 

"Ei^ht days since I was in London, and had the good fortune 
of being presented to the king, ili- inajesty requested me to 
give your highness his most friendly cunipliaients, but I shall 
reserve to myself the ploiu»<uro of comiuuuicating orally all the 
expressions of regard and est. cm for your person which the 
king expressed to me on this occasion. 

"T had also the pleasure of niru ting several officers who 
enjoyed the protection of your highnes.s during the hust war,i 
especially General Conway, General Howard, Chevalier (Minton, 
and Lord Southampton — all of whom desired to be remembered 
to you. They are all very much attached to yourself, and openly 
glory in their affection and regard for their excellent general. 



* Tlie seven yetn'* war.— NoU in itrigtaal. 
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" I shall remain here a few days in order to draw the money 
for the subsisteuee of the troops. I shall then hasten and place 
myself again at the head of the first division, and remun in 
whatever garrison U^ which I am appointed. As soon as I am 
through with my official duties, I shall hasten to Ikunswick to 
report myself in person to your highness, and solicit the former 
faTor which I have enjoyed, and also to assure your bighne^ of 
the deep devotion and unalterable attachment with which I riiall 
regard you all the days of my Hfe. 

" My wife requests me to remember herself and family to 
your highness. She waits impatiently for the time when she 
can pay her respects to yon in person. Herself and family are 
very well She will remain here a few days, and then go to 
Brunswick by the shortest route. 

" Hoping to be able to wait soon on your highness, 

" I have the honor, etc., 

*' IllEDESEL." 

The march to Wolfenbiittcl occupied eight days. On the 
way he published a circular addreasud to the commHiulers of 
reiriments, tliauliing them for their devotion and good behavior 
during the war. It reads as follows : 

Ueltzen, OctuUr 4, 1TS3. 

As the time is now close at hand when I must lay down 
the command of those lirunswiok troops, known as the English 
subsidies, and sis I am yet in ignorance of my future dcBti Da tion, 
I cannot let the opportunity pasF nf exprcFising to your honors 
my thanks for the great zeal and fidelity you have manifested 
in the service, and also for the personal politeness and friendship 
I have enjoyed firom yon during the time I have had the honor 
to command this corps in America; and, although I have 
thanked all the officers in a general order, yet I request your 
honors to repeat it again, and to present, in the liveliest colors, 
my gratitude to the different regipients. 




6.-*, ■ . 
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"It would be wrong for tlie Bmnswiek corps to believo; tbat 
as his most serene highnen is satisfied with the conduct of the 
troops, and possesses oomplete knowledge of the qnalities and 
merits of each officer^ he will not treat every one according to - 
his real deserts. In whateyer oases his most serene highness 
oooaults me, I shall always fiiithfully make my report; and I 
hope that the officers will not ascribe it to me, nor annoy me if 
some persons are not as pleased as th^ expected. WheneTcr 
I can personally serye your honors, it will always giye me the 
greatest pleasure to do so. In conolnsion, be assured that I 
remain always with the greatest regard, 

" RlKDEBBL. 

" To Lieutenant Colonel Hille, 
Lieutenant Colonel MengeD, 
Lieutenant Colonel Bamer, 
Major Maiborn, 
Major Lucke, 
Major Ehrenkrook, 
Lieutenant Colonel Praetorius.'' 

" To Commcmi^ of the Dra^pion Raiment: 

" I shall never forget the special love and attachment which 
this brave regiment has mauit'ested toward lue, nor the readiness 
with which it has ever met my wishes. It is a real satisfaction 
to rae that his serene hitrhness has such a good opinion of tliis 
regiment, that in future, it will be placed on a better io4>ting 
than it now is. and tliat the reduction, soon to take place, will, 
perhaps, have no influence wliatev(»r upon this regiment. I 
pray your honor, to ini'urni not only the oflicers, but the whole 
rcKiiHcnt. of this fact, that the latter mav be convinced tluit T 
have not forgotten lia merits. T am. al.so, in hopes that this 
assurance will do away with a eertiiin ill hnnior and dis?iatlsfac- 
tion which T have noticed, and enable it to 1:0 into garrison 
with the same honor with which it marched out. 
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" To LietUenant Colond Von MiUe : 

" As Colonel Yon Specbt leads the second division as com- 
mander of the corps, your honor will lead my regiment into 
garrison ; and, I flatter myself, that nnleas fate greatly disap- 
points me, your future destiny will be such as to amply fulfill 
your brightest anticipations. 

" It has always been my custom to require as much as possible 
of my infantry regiment } and I must here giTO testimony to 
the noble manner in which it has surpassed my expectations. 
I have but one more last demand to make of you and the corps 
of officers, tIs : that you will go into garrison in the same neat 
and proper dress in which I have seen the regiment at Montreal 
and Sorel. The details, where it is possible, I leave to you, 
but yuii will allow me to work for the general good of the 
officers as I shall deem proper, and according to my best ability. 
I feel, also, assured that most of them, if they take a just view 
of things, will be satisfied with their future lot. 

I remain, etc., 

" BlEDESEL.'' 

Od the 8th of October, the general, at the head of the first 
division. :iiid surruuiHk d by an immense and joyous concourse 
of pcnplo. entered linuiswick . The duke rode nut on liorse- 
back a part uf the way in udvauco tu meet bini. and liad the 
sobliers march to the para.de ground. The troups, destined for 
Wolt'enbiitt^l and to whom the general belonged, thereupon 
marched ti) tliat city. 

The brave troups brought bark u iih them tu their homes, 
their old loyalty to their !»eloved ruler. Their fame and glory, 
notwithstandin'j^ so many uuhajipy circumstances, not only had 
been kept un.staiued, but had been brightened by deeds of 
brnvery, uud »till luore by exemplary diiicipliue under mifi- 
iurtune. 
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QKSEBAL BIBDBSBL TO THB BEIGNTNG DJJKE, CHARLES OF BBUKS- 

WICK, LtSEBESO. 

Cambbioqb, JSaptmiber 13, 1778. 

Since my report of the middle of June, no alteration has been 
made ill ihc corps of liis pcrcnr li'mlnus?;. Dcscrtidii increased u^ain 
during the latter part of June, and lasted about iourlet-u days, whon 
it ceased again, of its own accord, bincc then no case iu»s occiured. 
On the contraiy, some of the deserters returned. They were among 
those who desoted kst winter and hired themselyes out to work on 
the f^ats 1)0])ing in this way to escape the unpleasant life on Winter 
hill. They have now returned in cons^njuencf of the pardon held 
out by me to deserters generally. Thi- chief reason, perhaps, for the 
decrease of desertion is the description given by those deserters, who 
have returned^ of the treatment they received during their absence. 

But this erii no sooner vanished tlian it was replaced liy anotlier 
equally as bad, viz. ; the great increase of deaths. The extreme heat 
experienced liere during t!ie da}' (which cannot be compared to that 
of Genminy), and the cool uight» have produced dysentery and scor- 
butic affections generally terniiuatiug in diseases of the lungs. Fevers, 
also, have robbed us within the last four weeks of from forty to fifty 
men. My infantry regiment and the grenadier battalion, which got 
along tlie t)cst in this respect during the last two cnmpaigns, have 
lately had the most deaths. All pofsf^ihlc precautions are taken 
against these dangerous diseases. 1 have established regimental 
hofipitals, in which all those who have contagious diseases ard kept 
separate from the rest. Whenever salt meat is furnished to the men, 
I buy fresh meat and wholesomt ve<rct aides for the sick; but all this 
does not brinij al»out the desiicd r( ^ult. 

In n\y lust report I nieiiticuu <! that an officer had l»e( ii sent to 
Canada in April, by way ui iialilax, to obtain our baggage and 
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clothing ; bQt» although a long time ha» elapsed since he went, he 

lia« nHMuT rrtnmpd, nor havo wo f-Iiuc lioard from him. Slxnild 
these things nol arrive myself and the regiments wouhl be pliiccd in 
a bud fix ; fur I do not know how the aoldiers of the second diviBiuu 
would be protected from the cold weather. They have been weai-ing 
their uniforms now going on five years. Tlieir coats are bo worn out 
that it is not possible to keep theni any longer in repair. Piece after 
piece of (loth ixetually fulls from them. (loner.il Phillips has ordered 
blankets I roni New York, and has had coats ma(k for the English 
regiments in euHe ilie elothiuj^ should not arrive fruui Canada before 
winter. This, howev<7, has been done at the expense of the com- 
manders of regiments, who, by ISnglish custom, cloth their own men, 
and who owe them now two suits of clothing. 

As much as I dislik*- doing anything: M'ithont instructions from 
your hiirhuess, and as much a.>* T dislike putting you to expense, yet - 
under the circumstances I shall luive to adopt similar means. To ^ 
this course philanthropy and duty alike urge me if I would preserre 
the men whom you have committed to my care. But I will wait 
until the last moment, and I am c<)n^ iin cd Ihftt your highness will 
n(n 1)0 displeased with me for doing that to which I am forced by 
necessity. 

Our condition is always the same ; nor are we Informed whether 
measures have been taken on the part of England for the ratlflcation 
of the treaty. We have, therefore, no prospect of delivery. How 
happy would I be if I coidd receive but a sinde lotter from your 
highness whirli might serve as a guide for my future actions. 

You no doubt know of all the events whicli have occurred in the 
American theatre of war, better than I can tell you, everything being 
done to prevent good and reliable news from readiing us. The 
march of Clinton by land from Philadelphia to New York through 
Jersey — which isconsideredamasterpiece^was carried out with the 
greatest skill. 

You have no doubt, also heard of the atiuir ul the rear guiu'd at 
Monmouth, where the rebels were beaten, but claimed the Tictoiy 
for themselves on the ground that the EngUsh rear guard, who 

whipped the American general, Lee, retreated in tl evening. The 
enemy sustained in this action u great loss in dead and wounded, 
winle Clinton lost but few\ It is said, however, that he suffered 
greatly by the desertion, both of Knglish and Germans — a fact that 
is attributed to the acquaintances which the troops picked up among 
the Americans during their stay last winter in the province of Pennr- 
sylvania. 

Bcarcely was Clinton nicely located in New York, Stateu and 
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Long islainls, w hen tlic Fri'iu h fleet, consisting of twelve sWps of 
the line, and four fiigjite^ under Count D'Estaing, entered the harbor 
of New York. I.ord Howe, wIjo wu« too weak (his hirgest ship 
carried only t»ixly-lbur guns), to risk a general engagement, cuutentud 
hlllMeJf ivitU defending the eutraucc to the harbor. lu tlus lie WU 
BUCceBsfiil, and D*£ataiiig, seeing the impottiblUty of soocees to this 
quarter sailed for Rhode island, entered the harbor of Newport, and 
bl(K kaded that town from the water side. At the same time a hostile 
artny, under Sullivan fwlio liad collected it at Pr(ivitl<>nce), landed 
on Kiiode island and aUacki d repojitetUy but vainly the Knirlish 
corps under Pigot, who was in u tbriitied camp near Newport. Tlie 
Bitaation of the latter, however, was extremely critical, and there was 
good cause for alarm unless he was speedily reenforced. 

In the ho|)e of creating a diversion in favor of Pigot, Lord llowc 
with his tieet made hi.*? appearance b( foif the harbor of Newport. 
D'E.staing, misled by this strategy, sailiil nut of the harbor with the 
'intention of giving battle to the Kngli^i udiiuiai. The latter, upon 
this, retreated to a caiain distance, and when he thought that he 
had enticed the French admiral sufficiently fiu*, turned suddenly 
around, and, in spite of his wealcness, attacked the French fleet, used 
it almost up, and woidd liavr piiiird :i ( omplcte victory had not a 
terril)k' storm coiuc up itlic liUr of wliicli has never l>eeu known by 
the oldest iniiabitant), and separated and dis|>*'i .>ed both the fleets. Ad- 
miral D'EstAing returned to Newport ailer eight days. Two of his ships 
with seventy-four cannon were still missing, and his fleet was in a sad 
condition. In addition to having on board many sick and wounded, 
the hulls of many vessels were pierced by cannon balls, their masts 
and ruddrr:* lo>t, amd their sails and tacklini: destroyed. He imme- 
diately w rote to Sullivan that his fleet, in coii<i tjueuce of the engage- 
ment and the storm, was so damaged tliai he could not cooperate 
with the land expedition against Rhode island, nor oppose an English 
fleet that was expected. On the contrary he would be obliged to go 
into Bostfin harbor to refit. Then without waiting for an ans\v( r from 
Bullivflii, be sailed into the li;irl»or of Hoston in a miserable condition. 

Meanwliile, Sulbvaii, wlio had eonlinne I the attac k on riii-ot (lur- 
ing the absence of llie l^'reuch tieet, but, notwithstanding the liercenesa 
of his attacks and the vigor of his cannonade, had accomplished 
nothing, raised the siege. While departing, he was attacked by 
Pigot (who had received reenforcements from Clinton) and lot more 
than 1,000 men, darkness ahme pern>itting him to cross to the main- 
land, when he made jrood his retreat to Proviilene*'. 

Tills unsne( e-,slul expediiiua hits caused among ilu* inhabitants 
great tUseounigemcnt, and an intense dislike to the French. 

24* 
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The French fleet is here hi thehartwr, hat there bemg no materials 
for its repair, especially for the lurg^er masts, it is said tliat the fleet 
will not 1m' aVilf to put to ^on tiiulor three months. D'Estaing deHire<! 
to have his Uu<»ps i::uri<oiu d in Boston, but was refused. 20,000 
pounds of flour and 1^,000 pounds of meat liavc to be furnished daily 
to the French fleet, graUtt. A bloody fl^lit occurred in Boston, day 
before yesterday, between the French and Americans, in which the 
French officers wei-e stabbed. Mistrust, jealousy and embittered 
hatred on the i>art of tlic iio|iula('c, Imve caused such ;i disnirrepment 
between tin- allies that an exlrenu ly tart r<irres))ondence bus btten 
entered into, and a recurrence of unpleusjiut sct^nes may be expected. 

Admhul Br^mann is said to hare arrived finallj^ (after being so 
loi^ expected), with twelve ships of the line, and to have united with 
Lord Howe. If this is so, the latter's fleet now consists of twenty- 
nine phips of tlje line and twcntv-two frigates. It is also rumored 
that CHnton has sent f*tt'a i;ieat jiait of his army on transports. The 
future will explain this movement. 

In my last report, I stated that the endeavors of the English com- 
missioners have been fruitless, and that all proposalB for peace had 
been rejected by congress. 

I remiiin, etc., 

' RiBDBSKL. 

/ 

* • > YiRonf lA, Mairek aS, 1779. 
As there is an opportunity of sending off aletlerUy the return of 

the ships, that have brong^t to us our effects from Canada, I report, 
that the fn>ops have made th«' march of 075 Kn'.rrtsh mile? from 
Cambridue to this place, in tiie roui^Iicst season of the year, Avitli the 
most glorious endurance! Desertion, us. the inclosed report will 
bhow, though considerable, has not been as great as I expected, from 
the fact of our having had to march tliroqgh a district of over 150 
miles long, the inhabitants of which are Germans in good circum- 
stances, and who have prr^>'r\ i d the old cttstoms of the fatherland. 
Thoy spr-nt mcmey and nsed all possihU- Inducements to persuade 
our sol(li( IS to descri and remain with tiu in. The troops have 
nuuulcsicd the best discipline on the nuircli^ a luct, w hich is spoken 
of in America in praise of the men. The copy of the two orders 
issued by Phillips in regard to this, as also his report to Sir Henry 
Clinton, and the one from him to the king, will prove to you that 
the troops, as well as the officers, merit your approbation and favor. 
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In oonsequence of the rumor that the province of Yiii^niB was 
infinitely to be preferred to that of Maesachuaette bay, we promised 

ourselvcF ihaf onr soltUfrs would be pliiccd in a much better position 
• than in ('.inibriUge, and would thus be rcpaiil for th<' fntifrin*^ during 
their long nuirch. But |?reatly to our surprise we tiuil it tii»' reverse 
iu ever)' particular. We were sent to one of the most out ol' the way 
plantations inhabited by poor people, where there is no communica- 
tion with the sea, and where not even the most necesMiy articles for 
the support of the soldiers, or the snuillest articles of clothing could 
be procured for money. On the ])laee h was appointed to tiie 
men for dwfllin>,'s, formerly stood miseraMe liuts called bai rucks, 
but which were now in ruios. llcre the soldiers had to spend over 
fourteen days in the snow, which was from two to three feet deep, 
until they had built themselves huts with their own hands, to pro- 
tect them somewhat from the snow and min. 

It is my duty to re])ort to yf)ur hiLrliiiess the care and tl5'?ciprme 
with which the march has lieeii conducted by Brigadier General and 
Colonel Spccht during my absence. 

Our sick were transported by water firom Cambridge, and will 
arrive here with the rem^der of the ships that contain Uie rest of 
onr baggage. I remain, et( ., 

KlSDBSBL. 



Kk\v York, February 24, 1780. 

It la impossible for me to describe to your liighness my disappoint- 
ment at the possible loss of all my reports, by which IshaU t)e deprived 
of an answer to all my several inquiries which I liave repeated in every 
successive report since my last one of 1778, from Cambridge. These 

inquiries were of n personal nature to myself. They were, whether 
your liiu;hne8s considered my presence of more importance to the 
troops of the convention, who have melted down to 800 men, or to 
the active troops who have increased in Canada to 2,000 men; and 
fhrther, whether I shall, in the latter case, request Sir Henry Clinton 
for a partk idar exchange, or in the former, return to the convention 
troops in Virginia. And rtltlioufrh it will be hard for a man of my 
age to spend his hest years — which miLiht Ix' used for i1ic lj;oo(1 of the 
service — in mournful captivity with a iiandtid of unarmed men, and 
iu a climate which is so detrimental to my health that I shall die if I 
return thither, yet I will be influenced ncitlier by inclination nor 
personal interest, but will implicitly follow the wbh of your highness. 

There is once mort; a new pros|M 1 1 f(^r a iieneral exchange. The 
captured American officers here, have uL latil, after repeated requests. 
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8UCceedod in indudng congress to jjwpose n^tiations for a general 
cartel. Sir Tlonrj'^ Clinton, on liis ii;irt, Ims consented to it; and 
Grcnerul PliilHi s is our t1r»t comuiiHs.ioner assititedby Colonels Gordon 
and iSatiiciii, of the English guard. Tliis new commissioner will 
commence business on the Ist of March, at Amboy. If they had to 
deal with men of fiuth and truth, I, myself; could believe, yes and 
even (umire your highness that thi» matter of exolmnire would Ive 
accomplished, and that your troops, who have been in captivity lor 
tlie last two and a half years since the broken convention, would 
soon be exchanged. 

But ah»I I know the principles of congress too welL It would 
seem as if that body makes this offer onty with a view of hushing 
the many voices of the complaining officers ; and knowing well that 
such a curtfl will only rrsult to their diwidvantage and our advantage, 
they will place so many impediments in its way, and ask for measures 
that it will be impossible for us to grant without Tiolating the honor 
and interasts of the king, that the cartel will be defeated. I could 
wish that I am wrong in my opinion. 

Since iny lust rrport of Drcciiiber 3d, in which 1 announced the 
departure of Sir llcury Clinton with 1,300 men, nothing has occurred 
worth mentioning. 2ho news concerning liim has yet reached us. 

A cold spell, the like of which is not remembered by the oldest 
inhabitant, has froasen over the North and East rivers so that they 
can be crossed with wagons and artillery. This circtimstancc greatly 
endangered our long extondod chain of outposts from Paul's liook, 
Staten island, Long islaiul, King's bridge and the garris^m at New 
York. Each of these pt)sts was exposed to an attads of the enemy 
with superior numbers, and we could not lose one of these posts and 
hold New York. 

At first, it seemed as if General Washington intended to profit by 
this favond>lc ojiporl unity. lie ordered Lord Stirlin.'? to ( ross on the 
ice from Eli/.;il»rtl*(o\vii to Staten is*land, but want of order, missing 
of roads, and other impediments frustrated the first plan of the 
Americans,! ^dphich was to surprise our troops on Statra island at 
night; for on the next morning they found US prepared to receive 
them in our fortitications. The Aiiu ri( ans mim licd up ngainst it, 
but did not feel disponed to storm it, and retired again, the following 
night to Elizabethtown, after robbing tlie poor mhabitants on the 
island. Brigadier Steriing took several prisoners from our rear 
guard, and many firoze to death. 



1 It wiU be observed that Biedseel does not speak so frequently of tbe Amerteans 
M fwMf, as he did In th« beginniag of the war.— SVaaAfofor. 
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This iinsnccpflffiil undertaking, on the part of WashinL^on, was of 
great Itenetit to us, for it roniindeil us of tlxc danger in whicli we 
were ; and our defenses were consequeuth' increased two fold. The 
posts of ¥wX% book and Staten idancl, and also tbe garriaon at New 
York, were reenforced. The citizens of this dty offered to take arms 
and defend it themselves. Five Ihoiisiuul of tit- m were accordingly 
armed. New York being tiius safe, we l>e;gaii to acl on the offensive 
with detaclnnents. 

A detachment from kSluteii i.slund went twice to Elisuibetbtow^n, 
driving away tbe post tbere each time. A detachment from PauFs 
book did tbe same with one at Newark. General Matbew at King's 
bridge, detached Colonel Gordon, with 400 men, to White Plains, 
who eitlier kill«-i1 or captured a ix)st of the civmy consi>tinfr of a 
colonel uufl "^.jU men. These small «'\p«'(liti<)iis ludiiiHit us in 1 
colonel, 3 8tatf officers, between 20 uiul ;jO other orticers, uuu upward * 
of 800 prisoners. Qeneral Wasbington, also, according to tbe 
intdligence we received, threatened us with a general attack, lost his 
<^ensive spirit entiit 1 nd since then, notwithstanding the beat 
opportunities, has undertaki'ii nolliiiii^. 

Washiiii!;tt)n has al^ refuaed me permiwLoa to scud Lieutenant 
Cleve to Uermany. 

I again ask ibr orders aa to my fbtnre condttct, 

and reniun, etc., 

BlEDBSBL. 



THE HBKKDtTAKY FRINGE TO OCNEBM. lUEDESEL. 

8cHttNBWAi«D, June 11, 1778. 

Right Honorable Sir, and Highly Respected Major General : 

I had the plciisiirc of rccciviiiir your honor's l( tt<*T, dated April the 
2(1, on llic lOth of this montli al tins place. I thank yon very much 
for it. lie assured that 1 heartily sympathi/* witli you in everything 
which has occurred to you in this unhappy American expedition, 
and exceedingly lament tbe sad fate of our brave men who have 
merited sucb glorious encomiums from th^ worthy cliirf. But do 
not in the least doubt ttmt I do full justice to your conduct, your 
judgment, and the noble zeal which yon have shown, under the 
most critical ciicuMistances, for the wrlfan' of the cnrpf. Re assured, 
also, that I appreciate the pains you have taken in the preset vation 
of this corps in their present lamentable situation, and your eneigetic 
and unselfish exertions in their behalf. I shall, most gladly, use 
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every opporttuuty to manifest to you by my actions tbia sentiment; 
and, it shall alvrajs be mj delight to be of any senrice to tbe corpa 

under your command. 
Wishing you all poBsible success, and assuring you of my perfect 

I remain, etc., 
Chables, 

Crown Prince of Brunsvrick and Laneburg. 



CHARtiBS WILLIAM FBRDINANI) TO GENERAL BIBDBSBL. 

Bkunswick, May 29, 1780.' 

Hy Dear If^jor General : 
It has ^ren me great pleasure to hear, through Captain Cleve, 

from yoiirselfand the captured troops; and I beg you to feel assured 
that ynt! luive my henrty Mympatliy in your difficulties. I consider 
it, moreover, my special duty to inform \o\\ tliat tlie people of 
Bruiutwick, and, in fact, the entire judgmeul of Germany, do you 
perfect justice. I cannot omit here remarking that I am entirely 
satisfied with Captain Cleve and his whole conduct while here. He 
has given me, in every respect, the most perfect satisfhction. With 
the best wishes for the welfare of yourself and the troops, and with 
the assurance of my high esteem. 

I renuiin, alwaj s. 

Your most faithful friend and servant, 
Chaklbs William Fbbdikakd. 

To M sjor General Yon RiedeseL 



GENERAL RIEDESEL TO CilAIiLES \VILLL\M FERDIX.IND. 

BUOOKLYN ON IiONO IflLAND, Jum 6, 1781. 
I closed my last report of military openitions in this qiinrter, with 
the victory «if Lonl Coruwulli.^, near (Tuillord Court House, all the 
forces of General Ci Il ea — the latter ot whom was coujplcLly shat- 
tered* The desthiation of the corps, under Major General Phillips, 
was then unknown ; but I am now able to report that he has gone, 
with the largest part of his corps, tiirough a complicated manoeuvre, 



> Answered September 10, im 
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having mardied flnt into tlic vicinity of WUliamsborg and York in 

Vir"^!!iia, and thence to Pcti rshnrir. wliore ho (iif»p«*r«f*d a lx)dy of 
l.oUD rebt'lH, with tlieln«»«; of a tew liuudml men. 'riiciuc he marched 
against Ricimioud, when he partly destroyed the enemy's warehouses 
of tobacco, ammunition, provinon«, etc. He also burned a few of 
the public buildings, ships and bateaux. The loss, suffered by the 
rebels In this exeui-sion, is immense. All the magazines for Green's 
army were destroyed, and al! tlie importr\nt articlo (Irstincd for the 
Frencli fell into our li;in<ls. Tliey are thus almost entirely dejjrived 
of the mciins with which to continue tlie war against us in tlie south. 

While on his march to Portsmouth (our esluhlished post in Yir- 
j^niaX General Phillips received a letter from Lord Comwallts 
Infoming him that the writer, intended marching from Wilmington 
to Petersburgt and inviting his ( (xiperation in this movement. 
General Phillips, therefore, tunud t>ack toward Prtt rsbure, where lie 
cameverynearlyintereeptiri.tr (Jcmral Tjafay» tie, w on learning 
of Phillip's advance, retreated lu KiclmionU in the grcjilcsoi ha.ste. A 
large number of adjutants, aid de camps, quartermasters and 
eni^neers were found and captured at Petersburg. Here, General 
Phillips, in expectation of the arrival of Cornwallis, established him- 
self, but on the inth ol' May. lie was taken dangerously ill of inflam- 
matory ri'vcr. and died on thr l.'ith ot ihesanu' niontli, to the£rreate»t 
sorrow of all who knew iiim eiUier personally or by reputation. 

The commanding general, Sir Henry Clinton, who, as I bdieve, 
had, some time ago, a strong notion of going himself to Virginia, 
sent four additional battalions from New York, viz; twofirom An- 
spach, and the 17th and 34th regiments as reenforcements for tlie 
corps in Virginia. Tlicw arrived on the 24th of May, ait Peterslmrg. 

CornwalliH s Theatre de In Hiicrrc is bloodier, and, to the eves of the 
people, seems greater and more heroic than that of other generals 
elsewhere; but the extremely large territoiy on the one hand, and 
the enthusiasm of a few of the different partisans on the other, have, 
since the battle of Oanulen, split up the army In such a manner, that, 
occasionally, we have suffered here and there unpleasant affronts. 
In llie hope ot linding North Carolina ready to take up arms for us 
in large numbers, Cornwallis was indueed to leave all his communi- 
cations and march into the centre of tliat province. General Green 
and all the rest of the rebels retreated before him. Our army sur- 
mounted all possible ^fflculties and fotigues; but the number of rick 
soon weakened it more than it was strengthened by additions. 
IikUuu corn, merely n round between two stones, was the sui'sistenee 
of the soldiers, and the month of March, the army of CornwalUs 
scarcely numbered 1,500 men. 
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Meanwhile, Ornoral Oreen rallied all the troops that could be 
collected in Virgiiuu aud all lliose that General Washington could 
Bcnd him from his army, and, believing that Coruwallis was suffl- 
dently weakened and in need of sob^enoe, crossed the Roanoke 
and advanced against tlie latter. CornwaUis then perceived that he 
had advanced too far, and that North CaroUna WOtild not take up 
arms against the rebels to the extent he and every one had been led 
to expect. He believed it too ha/ardous, if, indeed, it wai* not ini- 
possible to retreat to Camden — a distance of over 500 miles — with 
a handflil of men and before a refreshed army, and he, tlierefore, 
bravely determined to attack General Qreen. He did so, beat him, 
captured his artillery, and made neveral prisoners. Bot, although 
Green's army was dispersed, and the countr}' laid open to the 
position o\' CornwalliS was no V)etter tlian Ijefore. He had now 
about iiUU men wounded, willi no wagons to carry them. This 
circmnstauce, together with a weary army and a scarcity of provi- 
sions, caused CornwaUis to march to Wilmington near Cape Fidr 
where some sliips laden with supplies for the army had arrived fitnn 
Charleston. He arrived at that place safely, and refreshed his army. 
Although CornwaUis knew that Green had retreated beyond the 
mountains into Kouth Carolina, thus endangering^ the posts he liad 
left behiiKl in South Carolina at Camden, Ninety-si.x, Augusta, beyond 
the Congaree, and at Georgetown, he, nevertheless, resolved to march 
eastward, and unite with the troops of Phillips at Petersburg. This 
he accomplished on the 10th of .May. Thne must show what reasons 
CornwaUis had for pursuing this course, and what he will now do. 

The present situation in South Carolina is as follows : l ord 
Kawdon, with a single regiment of infantry and a few combined 
detachments, is fortified at Camden. A detachment of a few hundred 
men, for the communication with Cbailestown, is beyond the Con- 
garee river. Another detachment, consisting of provincials, is at 
Ninety-rix; while Augusta to the left, and Georgetown to the right, 
are occupied by our troops. General Green, whose army was entirely 
di^^persed at tiie battle of Guildford Court House, has rallied another 
ariiiy ol 8,000 to 4,000 men beyond the mountains, and marclied against 
Camden, where he besieged Rawdon lor a few days. This brave 
young man came out with his garrison, attacked Green, and forced 
him to retreat The remainder of our above named posts are all in 
great danger, and the communication between Lord Rtiwdou and 
Charlestf>wn very nuu-li threatened. Sliould Green persist in his 
desire to concnier South ( aiolina (riiarle.stown exeepted), it is not 
impossible he may do ho w Idle CornwalUM ut 6o great a distance 
from him. In truth Rawdon's situation is very precarious. 
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It is easy to jiid^^' tlic situation of New York and the troops 
under Sir Heniy Clinton* by tlie detachments sent over there flrom 
here from time to time. It is more appropiiate to call it a garrison 
of New York and environs than an army ; and, until the arrival of 

the expected reenforcf'nif>nt>^ from En^Mand, neitlier a Hannibal nor a 
Turenne eouM uriLrin itf or » \r( utr otlcuHiv*' operations in this part 
of North Ameritu. A poriUm ol the French troops from Hhodc 
island have formed a junction with Washington on tlieCroton river 
toward the east Bide of the Nortli river, and act as though they 
designed assuming the offensiive. I iK-Ueve it is Htill uncertain (per- 
Imps it is not yt-t dcndftl'i, \\ii;it Sir Tlt nrv riiiitoii iiitciKls doing 
alter the arrival of tlir n cnlbrteint nts troni ICii-lund — liow llie two 
generals will agree upt»n ditferent ])ointH — and w here the rou^rf'^^c^oi 
wUtbe. 

Admiral Arbuthnot cruises between Rhode island and the Ciiesa' 

peake hay with I'vcrythiiig that can he called a war vessel. He has 
three olijt rts in \\v\\ . To prevent a hostile Heel entering the Chcf^a- 
penke l»ay ; to watch the iriMTKi'tivres of the Frcncli tlcet near Hiiode 
islaiul, and to iulercepl a Frt iu li rieet, said In etnisist of thirty trans- 
ports, with troops, maga/mes, provisions), etc., and to be escorted by a 
man-of-war of sixty-four guns, and three frigates. It is hoped for the 
good of the canse, that Admiral Arhuthnot will soon go to England ; 
nor will tti(> expeditions on land and on sea ever be harmonious until 
this chaiiire takes jdnee. 

Admiral Rhodes .seems to liavj- lalleii in h»ve with the treasures of St. 
Eustace, and, with General Brougham, has his quarters there still. lie 
sent Admiral Hood with eleven shipsof the line westward to destroy a 
fleet which was expected from France, and which was said to consist 
of many merchant vr^<els, under the escort of a few men-of-war 
and frigates, lint instead of raplurinir a quantity of booty, he was 
received hy tweniy-tAvo fhips of the line antl a host of transports 
filled with men, and had hard work to escape. A naval engagement 
took place, in which a large number were killed on both sides, and 
three of Hood's ships were badly damaged. He was so fortunate, 
however, as not to lose a sini;le ship. For what parpose thrsf? large 
reonforcements are sent to the West Indies Ity France, and wliat the 
result it will he, time alone will show, i lejir they are aiming: ni 
the south side of this coutiueul, and our estuhlishmeuts in lliat 
quarter. It is a problem to me, how the secretary and Lord Sand- 
wich can permit a French fleet to go to sea without at once sending 
adi i; -ate reenforcements to those places threatened hy it. We 
always lose the time for a campaign; and the blood of many men 
has to pay for this neglect. 

25* 
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This news, iu regard to our situatton, which has been gathered in 
eTery wuy, and which is entirety reliable, I Bend to your serene high* 
neas for your private nee. If It is not bo understood it may prove 
detrimental to me» 

I remain, clc, 

P. S. The dispatches not having as yet gone, I liave still an oppor- 
tunity of adding, that yesterday, the lOiIi iiistjint. Brigadier Arnold, 
with his own and the Hnhortson regiment of the provincials, arrived 
here from Virginia, and brought the intelligence that Cornwullis 
left Petersburg to aiiack the Marquise de Latayetto at Bidunond. 
The latter, however, at his approach, fell back, crossed the James 
river, made a halt between the Ravana and Flouvana rivers, twenty- 
eight miles from Richmond. It is said that Cornwall is iiitenda pur- 
suing liim stiU further and thus become master of Virginia. 



LBTTBR8 OF GENERAL BI£D£S£L TO THE DUKE FERDINAND OF 

BKUNSWICKLi^BBOKO. 

CAMiuuiKiE, March 7, 1778. 

1 had the plcnsiirc of rcccivinsr. by the way of Rhode island, your 
letter of Uie M of last montli, which you were so kind as to send me. 

I wish I could add to this letter a continuation of the journal, 
filled with heroic deeds and conquests; but, unfortunately, fate has 
cut asunder the thread of glory, and nothing is left us but to prove 
publicly, at the proper time, that this misfortune was not brou^^ht 
upon UP by any cnnsf of mine or of the troops who ure uiulor niy 
command— ///(/.v/ who have fought four times so gloriously, 

and were praised in the published order of the day. 

The troops are suffering great tortures fai their present position; 
but they bear it with great firmness, and without murmuring. They 
are quiet, and commit no excesses. Congress refuses ua permission 
to return to Kn^rlund ; and unless it ehanjxes its resolution, we aliall 
liiive to remain in this lamentable situation until peaee is n\ade. 

Is'othing can console us but the sympathy of the public and our 
countrymen. As for me, it will be my only comfort if I can flatter 
myself that I retdn the &vor of our serene highness in the fhture. 
To merit this is my sole endeavor. 

I remain, etc., 
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Caicbvidob, JTomA S6. 1778. 
Am Colonel Amstruther retams to England on parole, I embrsoe 

the opportunity to send your highness another letter. I trust tlvat 
the letter, wilh the dornments beloni^ing to it, which I sicnt by Captain 
Green at the l>egiiuuu|r of this mouth, has safely arrived. Theotticer 
whom General Burgoyne sent to congress to protest agiuuat Ita 
resolution not to allow the conrentlon troops fo depart— has returned 
with the curt answer, " That congress will not alter in any way its 
resolution until the king himself has ratified the convention." Thus, 
our unhappy fate i.s now sctlhnl, and tlxrc is no other hope of 
escaping this .slavery but that of au exchange, which may be put off 
along while. 

Not knowing what may be reported in England in regard to our 
sad situation, I hare written the following article for the sake of 

justifying the conduct of myself and the troo|)s in the Higlit of your 
hifrliness; and tr) prf)vi" that it cDtilain^ notliina: else tliaii flic truth, 
I have had all uf t hi- stall' <>llii-rr> siirii it after a coiisiikulitiu. T keep 
the original lor lli< sake of wanlingolf all the attacks which may be 
made on our troops, or in case the general should seek to lay the 
blame on them, which, however, I do not believe he will do. If 
none of these surmises be correct, and nothing of the kind takes place, 
I will burn the document without making any further use of it, and 
shall take the liberty ofaskin? tlie same of your serene hip:linpss.* 

I have thought it my duly ti) an'^wer this, and Colonel Auisiruther 
will, as soon as he aii'ives m England, insert, in my name, ia the 
London New the following answer: 

CAMBUTiMii:, Merck 26, 1778. 
To our great surprise we liave read in tlie Lotidon y> irs an infamous 
lie in reference to the conduct of the German troops, under the com- 
manded Oeiwral Burgoyne, to the effect, that many Qennans deserted, 
and many did not fight with bravery. It is not necessary to answer 
sn( h a slander^ since the praises which have twice been given pubUdy 
by General B^rgo^^^e to the Gennan troops in regard to their bravery 
and their good eomluef, proves the reverse; while the lists of tlie 
losses of the army during the last campaign w ill siiow that at least 
three Englidmieii have deserted to one German. 



I Ttiis document U the »amc that published iu UiW iu the body of thi« work, 
under the name of Ittede«erfi miUtaiy Mmoir. A portion of it ia tiao given in 
Th0 Lettw and Jmimt^ *(t Mr9. General Siedua.— Tratutator. 
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The journal and the reports of the corps, I wilt send at the first 
opportunity. 

1 reninin, fir., 

KlKDEHEL. 

Cambbidgb, May 9, 1778. 

Althnugli I fcnrtfiat T shall sesm presumptnoiis in troiiblinir your 
liiirlincss ^viili meaningless luttors, the consetmencc of tlie bam n and 
dreary situation in wlii<'li we unlortnnately arc at present, yet uiy 
devotion to your Uiglmcss, and the remembrance of favors received, 
ui^ me to go beyond tlie limits of duty. 

Our sad atuation — without the least prospect of a change 
dest rlion. which arises anKinir flu* troops from miserj', inn^ti^^ty, 
niitl tlic pciMiasions of nitmy recruiters an<l tlu' huniiliiiiiii,<r treat- 
ment to w liit li w e are every moment subjected by the inhabitants of 
this country, o{)press my itplrits and eneryate my body to such an 
extent that I doubt whether I shall ever i^ln see my flttberiand. 
Surely I sliall not, imless some happy accident extricates us from this 
labyrinth, liow fortunate I would lie, had I never seen this conti- 
nent. 

VVc amuse ourselves in our inuetivily, with all kinds of news, the 
most interesting of which is, a declaration of war between France 
and England, the expected arriyal of commladoners from England 

to make peace w ith the Americans, and the reeall of Lord Howe, 
with the rninnr tliat Lord Amh( i>t will assume the command in 
America. Time will show whetlii r tlu^e news items are true or not. 

Major Latterlohe, Avho was the duke b agent in England, bhiues 
here as deputy quarter master general to Washington. He had the 
audacity to send bis compliments to me ; but I returned him the 
answer that I had no acquaintance w ith a man of his character. 

I held it my duty to commiinic ate to Lord Germain my remarks 
concerning the document of General Burgc)yne, referring to the last 
campaign. My brother will hand this to you, and you will be con- 
vinced that it is the naked truth. It is sad that English pride does 
not allow the least satisfaction to foreign troops, even, w hen accord- 
ing to all piiiiciiilt s of riLrht and justice they deserve ilj as, for 
instance, was the case of our soldiers in the last cam])aign. 

1 remain, etc., 

Rl£D£8£L. 
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CAMiinim>K, June 9, 1778. 

Your gnicioujj letter ui 8eptcni]>er lias given nie the greatest joy. 
How changed is our situation, since, happy in the thought of being 
conquerors, we expected to meet General Howe in Albany, and boped 
-Mc would finish the war witb that campaign i In place, however, 

of r*U( h si)1('ihU(1 {)r()S|K'fts wc ^verf' stirronndcd 'UkI snrr<>udered,aud 
the fortune of war placed us in our luosciit sad bilu.itifin The only 
consolation in our misfortune is, that he who sau'iticcd us, and who 
was the cause of our cslamilieB, luis been recalled. But in my pre- 
sent unhappy condition, I cannot trust myself to speak. ' I have no 
other iit ws to incution to your highnes-s, except the movements of 
General Clinton, who is a t:il( iit( il aiuT enterprising man. which will 
decide our fate. It is said thai In- has already ojK'iiod tht; campaign 
with success, but this is ail rumor, for the correctuesi^ uf wliich I dare 
not vouch. 

I wish and hope that our liberation m»y soon enable me to write 
longer and more interesting letters. For the present t must close* 
assuring you, etc. 

lilKDESEL. 

Albaky, October 91, 1778.* 
I sappose that your highness has seen the letter from my master, 

the duke, containing the most sad intelligence in regard to our army, 
and that portion of the Brunswick troops that is with it. My con- 
science is clear. I was only a sulioidiiiatc ireneral cm that oc( asion. 
No one asked my opinion, and I could do nothing else than carry out 
the orders given me. The damage it does to my name and that of 
my troops, is all that grieves me. My soul is yet so sad, tliat I am 
tinid)le t ith«-r to give a detailed report, or send a journal. As soon, 
however, as we arrive at fioston, I shall have the honor to send you 
a faithful account of the whole affair. 1 may possibly he blamed, 
and shioe those who are absent are, of course, always in the w rong, 
much will be said against me. But I am convinced tttat your 
higlmess will stand by me until the whole matter is investigated, 
and until it is evidetit that the entire cause of this misfortune is due 
sol< ly to poor combinations, and the gracious iMirpose of General 
Jiuigoyue." 1 remain, etc., 

HlED^SEL. 

*Thi8 is the (late an ^Mvon ui the (>LTtiiaii edition, but of conraeitisan error — 
the true date being 1T77, the year previous.— Translator, 

sThc meaniug of tlie latter claave In tbf* iMt flentrace is not dear, unlCM it Is 
intended for irony.— TratiHator. 
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Gahbbbmb, Noremh r 10, 1778. 

Eight days ago I received your gracious letter, for which I thank 
you. I have taken tlip liberty of sending you sfVTMl letters since the 
unluck\' (lay which witnessed the be^-innuii; »)i our captivity. Even 
it only a few of these letters have reached you, you will know what 
bfts oocarred since oar unlucky campaign, also the reason of this 
campaign and the unfortunate state of affairs resalting from it.* 
I shall rejoice very much, if I receive but one letter from your high- 
ness tlii^i ye ir after the news of our misfortune has reached you." 

C(»ngI•es^; haviiii,^ emphatically declared, that it would not liberate 
the convention troops unless the convention, concluded iMJtwecn 
Qeneral Burgoyne and Cteneral Gates, was ratified by liis British 
majesty, and the authority, even, conferred by the king upon the 
commissioners having been rejected, all hope of liberation haS 
vanished, nothing save a decisive victory by Clinton can bring na 
hope That niisrbt bring about an exchantre. 

Our iroui)s, witii the exception of some vagabonds.who have deserted, 
liave borne all their misery and wretchedness with the most noble lirm- 
nesB. But since congress has det^mined, under a frivolous pretext, to 
send our troops from here to Viighiia, a journey of 700 English miles, 
in the middle of winter, it is uncertain whether they will bear their 
fatigues with the same endurance. It is equally uncertain, how 
many 1 shall succeed in bringing with me to our new place of 
destination. 

. We hare the bei^ of bal promises from Qeneral Clinton, diat he 
will use his utmost endeavors, to have us exchanged as soon as 
possible. Time will show Iiow soon he will be able to carry out his 

promises: and sboiilil T in a little while have tlie pleasure of writing 
you from IS^ew York, then its contents will be more interesting, and 
its style less melancholy. 

, Our situation being so miserable, and that which occurs among us 
behig of so little interest, I have ceased keeping a journal, but I will 
begin it again as soon as we are liberated, and I will not Ikll to once 

more forward it t o you with the same punctuality as of old. I have 
sent to my master, tlio duke, several plans of positions, battles, etc., 
relating to the campaign of 1777, which I aui conlideiii lie has shown 
to your liiglmcss. The fear that the package might be too large to be 



iDtiko Ferdiuaiid wrote ou the maq^n Of this letter : Thejr bare all reached 
me, and 1 have also answered them.'* 

3 The duke wrote again on the maigin; " It is itianee that no letter nf this jcar 
(177S), has yet reached him.*' 
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$:mn(r/]rled to New York by an officer, prerentecl me from aendingyoa 
a duplicate of them. 

My wife and chiklien, who, tliank God, are well, desire to be 
remembered to your highness. I am anxioas to see how they will 
endure the long joaniey hence to Y iiginia ; bat I have confidence that 
the same providence, who has eo wonderftally protected them hitherto, 
will also care for them in the fiituie. 

I remain, etc., 

RL£D£8&L. 

Njsw Yokk, Demnher 8, 1779. 

On my arrivnl here, the 29th of Novomhrr, I wjuj so fortiuiate as to 
receive two letters from 3'our liii'lmess ; one, dated Novcinl^er 23d, 
177b, and the other, February I IUj, i * 79. Tliese are llie lirsl letters I 
have received rincc your highneseleamedof thetmfortanatecapltula- 
tion at Saratoga. I thank yon for the sympathy you manifest, and for 
the assurance of your favor, which is dearer to me than all else. 

You tell me, that one mttst have firmne<«s under mi*«fortuiie. I 
have endeavored to keej* up go^xl heart in the presence of the i)ul)lic 
and the troops, as though I had forgotten our misfortune ; but grief 
has taken deep root in my heart, and it is altogether imposirible for 
me to forget this calamity. My constitution has entirely changed, 
and T Imve scarrely seen a well day since the event. 

I do not understand why the plans have not l)een transmitted to 
your highness as I requested. If Gerlach can gather anything from his 
BnMvM^ the same i^aos dial! be tnished agahi daring this winter. 
I wlU send them myself to you, when completed. 

You will wonder at receiving this letter from New York, dated in 
the month of September.' While I whs in the hack seftlpnicnts at a 
watering place. General Phillips wroii- me by an e.xpre^is messHjnger, 
that It was the desire of Sir Henry ( liiitun, that he and I should go to 
Kew York upon parole. We hastily entered upon our Joamey and 
are now here, without knowing definitely wliat is to be done with 
me, or whether my gracious master will consent to my absence from 
the troops. Tin>e and circumstances will enlighten me in regard to 
everj'thing, which is now a mysterj'. 

The openmg of the campaign in this quarter was nothing less than 
brilliant.* Sir Henry Clinton made an ofi^ive movement across the 



1 ProTMbly a mfsprint for December^ the month hi which tbii} letter is d«t«d.— 
■Ironical (¥),— Translator. 



202 OFFICIAL DOCIMESTH RELATIXO 

North riTer. The two Burprises at Stony-point and Pauli-hook, 

although of little importancr, h«vf raused the fame of the army to be 
considerably diminished, and has inspired the Americans with fresh 
zeal. The capture of St Vincents in Grenada, and the defeat of 
Byron's tieet iu the West Indies, have so elated Count D'Estaing, that 
he undertook an attack upon Sayanna hi QeoiKia. Nor does he 
confine himself to this alone, but already speculates upon an attadc 
on New York, after his first plan shall have been successful. Hav- 
intr united with Gen^nd Wnshincton, he V)f'L:aii preparations. 
Savanna was in groat danger. Sir Henry C linton made a retrograde 
movement lor the purpose of concentrating his forces in the vicinity 
of New York; and every measure for defense Is now being taken 
against this combined attack. 

General Prc>scott has repulse l1 tltri^ attacks of Count D^Estaiog 
and the American general, T.in( (»ln. Tlir fnrmer was twice wounded. 
He reembarked, and left tlie coa.st, Lincoln also fell hack with the 
loss of Charlestown in South Carolina, yir Hyde Parker, in the 
West Indies, has captured eighteen French ships, and from thirty to 
fifty vmweauXf laden with proyisions, ammunilion, and other neoes^ 
saries for the fleet of Count DTstaing. 

Ten thousand men are now being embarked here for some import- 
ant ilestiuation, where, no one knows. It seems, however, m tliuut;h 
fortune was again mclining toward us, and the cloud now Imuging 
oyer our horizon would soon lift. God grant it 1 

In case I reodve permission from Washington (our parole extends 
only to America), I will send my adjutant. Lieutenant Cleve, to 
Brunswick, to brine the wi^lieji of niy ^^racioiis master, in regard 
to myself and trooi)», and tliat lie may report orally, since it is 
impossible to intrust more to paper iu my present situation. He will 
deliver to you the journal from the time I was no longer able to 
send it. He will also be able to answer alf questions, which you may 
ask him in regard to it He has orders to tell you eyeiything that 
he and I know anything about. 

My wife dc.sire^« to bp rmienibered to your big-linosf!. Sir Henry 
Clinton, to whom 1 mentioned the tact of my writing to you, desires 
me to give you his humblest res|>et is. 

I remain, etc 

RUGDBSEL. 

New Yohk, Mare/i 25, 1780. 

I liope these lines will meet with better luck than all the letters, 
which I wrote your highness in the yeir 1779, and which, apparent^, 
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liave nerer reached their deatinatiOD, rinee Privy Councillor Ferronoe 
tells ine, in hia letter of the 80lh of October, that no other letters had 
been received from me at that time, but those written before my 

departure from Cambridsre. Yet 1 Iia\e w riH. f! fjve Irtforstoyou 
between the time of my arrival in VirL'iniu uiid thi- middle of the 
month of June. All of these arrived m Nuw York, and were thence 
dispatched to Europe. 

Lieutenant Oleve, my ad|jntant, la the fortunate bearer of this letter 
to you. He is ordered to tell your hl.!{hn( >s ( verything that has 
occurred not only where we an;, but in the whole of Amrrica. lie 
is instructed in regard to all matters, and, indeed, knuws every- 
thing that I Icnow myself, I have instructed him to tell you every- 
thing without reserve, and to entirely pour out his heart to you, and 
ask your advice upon several matters while he remains in Hrunswick. 
I also i;ike the liberty to recommend him to the rortsider itioii of 
your highness. lie is a very good officer, beat's an e\i < ll( nt t;lui- 
racter, and has rendered imi)ortant services during my sojourn 
in this part of the world, especially since my health has been so poor 
as to unfit me to attend to my usual buuness. I will not enter upon 
the news here in detail, since Cleve can report it verbally and more 
e.vplicitly. He will deliver over to yon the journal, and will be able 
to answer any (lui-stions you may ask him. 

Captain GerlacU, whom I intrusted w ith the making of the plans 
for you (whii& plans, by a misunderstanding were not transmitted- 
to you by Mr. Ferronoe), has requested me now to send them to 
you by this favorable o|)portunity. They are not all finished, but he 
will send those that arc not yet done by the next opportunity. I 
think it will not be longer than fourteen days. 

I have the pleasure of informing your highness that my wife, who 
sends her humble respects, was deUvered of a daughter on the 6th 
of this month. Mother and child are both enjoying good health. 

I remain, etc.. 

New York, May 14, 1780.* 
I avail myself of the departure of Captain C4ei8jviar of the Ilesse 
Ilanau rejriment, who has been exchanged, to pay my resi>ects to 
your highness in auollier letter, I hope Lieutenant Cleve has 
brought you my last letter of March. I am still in the same unoer* 
tainty as regards 'my own movements ; being here, in consequence 



> BeGeiv«d June 98, 1180 ; answerad July 1, ITBO. 

26* 
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of orders from the commaiider in chief, without knowing the reason. 

Neither am I as yet ac({uniDte<l with the wishi'«i of tlie duke, and 
know not, therefore, what to ask of the commander in cliief, or what 
• to n fus<'. 1 hope that everythini; will lie made clear to me after the 
rettmi of Sir Henry Cliutou, and upon receiving the orders of my 
gracious master by Cleve. 

On the 24th of April we recdved news from Charlestown, wluch 
leads me to helieve that the city and the rebel army will be in oar 
power in a few days. It is nevertheless true, liowever, that since 
the?) w e hrtve not lieard a word from them, which (Mhses ns to feel 
somewhat uutiusy. We hear from England that a Frencii fleet 
intends to pay either New York, Charleslon or Canada a Ti^; and 
since Marquise Lafkyette has arrived with important matters for 
congress, it is not to be doulMed that France is about firing a large 
hondi-shell, but it is yet uncertain where it will burst. All necessary 
measuresarehi inu taken for the defense of this island ; reeiiforrementa 
amounting to 1,UUU men, have been sent to Canada; and 1 trust that 
Sir Henry wtU soon succeed in capturing Cliarlestown. 

The populace of Philadelphia are so enraged against the Marqutoe 
de Luceran, the French minister, that he was obliged to flee in the 
night to Wa^shington's head quarters ; and matters are at present so 
mi.xed, tliat it may reasonably be expected that the revolution will 
terminate, unk s^ France achieves some success, and thus cheer up 
those who are downcast. The English flag still maintains the supre- 
macy on the West India islands, notwithstanding the arrival of 
French reenforcementa. 

I think I shall l)e able to communicate to you more interesting 
news in the course of fotir or six weeks, which I botli believe and 
tialter myself will t>e good. For the present, I can only solicit your 
favor for myself and family, and remain, etc., 

RlBDESBI*. 

Nkw YoiiK, ,h.iin 28, 1780. 

I have good reason to fear that your Iiii^hnesh lias not reeeived my 
several letters which I sent you, viz; three iiom Virginia in May, 
June and July. My adjutant was the bearer of the first one. Since 
my arrival here, T liave written you in December; a second time in 
February ; a third time in March by my adjutant ; a fourth time by 
the Rrigantine Le Fhiy , n frf'tli time by Captain Geismar of the Hesse 
Ilanau troops, and a si.xtli time in May. Captain Gerlacli had the 
good fortune to receive two letters from your highness since then, 
which confirms me in my doubts that you have never received mine. 
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I hare heard with sorrow of yoar grief npoo Ihe d«ath of your 

most illustrionB brother* my gradoue duke and master. Allow me 
to present my condolcnc*' on this and rvcnt. Tlu?< l<i»s ;itli1?< to ray 
melancholy feelings; for in losiiii: my in(»>t uM;i( inus duke, who has 
always acted toward me and my tauiiiy, like a father, I lose a pro* 
tector. Hy gratitade and affection he will have through all eternity. 
It la fortnoate for me that he still llTea« who ia the founder of that 
happiness, wliich I enjoy in his service by giving me his support 
during thf» first reverses in militarv lift . 

By the snrrtjnder of Cliarlestown wc arf filletl with fresh hope of 
liberatiou. Seven geueraU, about three huutlred officers, and almotit 
four thousand prisoners of war are in the hands of Sir H^ry . There 
is now ample inducement for the exchange of the convention troops, 
and our prisoners of war, and we will even then have a considerable 
balancf in our favor. General Uneoln, who has a^ked {M^rniissiou 
of Clinton to visit congn^s^ for tw o months to work for the t xciiouge 
of his garrison, has arrived in Philadelphia. Our destuiy depends 
on his negotiation. Should he succeed in inducing congress to take the 
initiatory step in asking for an exchange, Sir Henry will not hesitate 
in holding out his hand to such a desirable project ; and I shall then 
have th«' ] pleasure of again bringing together all the troops of my 
gracioub sovereign . 

General Clinton is at present encimiped at Philipsburg, on the 
Wliite Plains, for the purpose of guarding against a French fleet 
which is expected. If Admiral Graves comes up in time this attempt 
will be in vain. If not, even then, it may yet be conrKlcntly 
expected fhr- irenius of the general, and the bnivery of his army will 
make this the complement of Savannah. It is ssiid that Sir Henry 
is in despair because this watching hinders him ftom following up 
his advantage by another expedition into Yixghiia. 

I hope my adjutant, Lieutenant Cleve, lias delivered to you my 
dispatches, and proved himself worthy of your favor. It vv;us truly 
fortunate that providence should have cnu?*r«! mv to sond him just at 
the change in the administration. He will assuredly bring me the 
commands of my new master ; and I will then not be in danger of 
ming from ignoranoe of the will of my sovereign. 

I remain, etc., 

RiEDBSBL.* 



* The duke wrote on this lett«r : " 1 was porfectJy convinced that I bad answered 
■U the leiteni I have reedved. It taasj bo ihst he had not noeived aiy letten." 
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Nbw York, Sept. B, ITHO. 

Will your liighness permit me to nturn you my sin con si thanks 
for the kindness you liave shown to my adjntant. Captain ( Icve,* 
wlio returned here on tho 2d of September ; uiso tor the kind letter 
which joa bad the goodness to write me. 

No newB whatever has occurred rince my last letter. The two 
French annies remain perfectly inacthre, notwithatandlng Teenforoe- 
ments. 

I have ben 1 very ill and my iccovi rv wa^ doubted. *I now hcuiii 
toguin a Httie, Imt am Htill very weak, and my physician lorbids my 
writing. I am tiros forced to shorten my letter against my will ; 
but I hope to gain suiBdent strength soon to write you, and give 
more news and detiUls in regard to our preeent situation. 

Meanwhile, etc., 

UlKUKSEL. 

New Yoobx^ Sepfmber d8, 1780. 

Believing that yonr highness Is interested in eveiy fortunate that 
happens to me, I have the honor of comnunue^itinE- to you, that an 
exchange lias been finally signed after a captivity of three years and 
nine months. The negotiatiomi are not yet finished, but I flatter 
myself that this exchange will be extended to all prisoners of war^ 
and a portion of the convention officers. Washington, however, will 
will not be in favor of an exchange of all the troops. I am at present 
entirely at the disposal of Sir Henry; and my departure for Canada 
and entire fate de})end^ on him. As yet he has not informed me what 
liis intentions iu regard to nie are. 

lieutenant Herstal has sent to me the two Idnd letters of your 
highnefls. Upon Captain Cleve communicathig to me the ophiions 
of your highness, I sent the proper orders to Virginia for the return 
of yonnir f^cbuler and IJiinadier Specht. As soon as he ?irrives here, I 
will do my best to send him to Europe, according to your Avit^hes. 

Since my last letter of last month, nothing has occurretl lure worthy 
of mention. Bir Henry liad a beautlfid project for taking West-point 
by treason, by which he would have become master of the North river 
as far as Albany. Th<>re w as an understanding with Gen^l Arnold, 
who was in command of this fortified place, and who now serves as 
brigjidier general in our army. 

Unfortunately, Major Andre, at^utaut of Sir Heury, who had been 



' lie had guuc over to Ucrmauy ae a lieitlMaat, 
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diq)atehed in disguise to arrange the plan with Arnold and inqpect 

the place, was captured. Tlie project \\m tUus discoveredf and poor 
Andre fell a sacrifice to the intrij^iie. Every one feels »j(>rry for the 
poor man ; and Sir Henry was more in despair at lo^ng biui Uiau at 
the failure of llie undertaking.' 

A corps of 6,000 men, under General Leslie, started on an expedi- 
tion fourteen days ago. Its destination is believed to be south, but 
no one knows anything about it. It is hoped that we shall hear good 
news from it soon. The rclu ls are nnu li alarnietlatit. We captured, 
a few (lays since, a courier on his wwy from Wanhinirton's anny to 
Boston. I seud to you a few of tlie letters which were taken from 
him, and which were printed bv order of Sir Heniy. The reading of 
these letters will proyetoyou wnat cannibals the rebels are, and what 
dissatisfaction and uneasiness exists among their army throughout the 
whole continent. They also do not show that they have any too 
much contidenee in tlieir new allies. 

There is talk of a second eniburkalion, and that Iknry intends 
to strilce a grand blow ; also that 81r Qeorge Rodney designs attack' 
tng the French fleet in New York harbor with the cooperation of Sir 
Henry from the land. The fiitmne will show how much tmth there ia 
in these reports. 

Medical advice obliges me to clotie Uas letter against my will. 

Believe me, etc., 

BnSDBSBL. 



New York, Xorein/xr 10. llbO.^ 

Hoping that your highness has received the letter which I sent 
fourteen days since by the packet Rodyudc, Captidn Bonrnabe, I 
embrace the opportunity, caused by the departure of my adjutant, 
Gapt^n Willoe, for England, to report as follows : Sir Henry, in 

pnrpuancc of yotir request, has nrrancred fcr llie exchaiifre of P^nsi^n 
Bode of the reginu iu Khelz. Colonel Speeht, Captain Cleve, and 
Licuteuout Burgsdf)rf are e.vchangetl, and I expect them liere every 
moment. I hope Colonel Specht will bring with him young Schuler. 
I have requested him to do so in three successive letters. 

Nothing new has occurred since my last, except that we hear that 
General LesUe disembarked on the Jamea river in Virginia, and 



' 111 several bistorical works It le stated that Audr^ went in iiiiiforra to Arnold, 
but pat on a ditiguiae before retuniuig by the advice o( the latter. Thit> titatemeut 
Beems to be emmeouB. 

'tteodved Jannarj 17, 1181. 
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captured a considerable magazine at Petersburajh, which the rebeUl 
had creeled there for the army of Gencnil Gates in Xoi th Carolina. 

It seems that this rxpcditiort of Tjcslie is part ot" tlie plan which 
Coruwallis inteuds to carry out agaiuBt the army ol Gcnerui Gates, 
and thua eztend his lines in the aontiieni j^iui <tf the eontioent. Time 
will show wbetiier the project resulta well. Your letter to Coniwallis 
haa been sent by M^Jor General Yon Boee of the Heaaians, by the 
way of Clin rlfst own. 

Admiral liodney will ^-lil wiili his tlcct I'roni T.uinlv, and go lirst 
to the West Indies. Atiuuml Arbulhnoi »iiU near the Frencli 
fleet in the harbor of the Rhode island. Our fleet from Cork, with 
provisions, etc., which is so much looked for, has not yet arrived. 
The army of Sir Henry Clinton has gone into winter quarters, and 
Washington keo{>8 very quiet. 

General PhiUips, atler liis exchange, was* phiced in command of 
the grenadiers, the light iutantry and the 42d British regiment. 
This is the ^folte corps of the army. He is fhll of j oy , and requests me 
to remember him to your highness. 

I remain, etc , 

Ri£Dii;&ui<, Mi^or General.^ 

Brookltn, Jm. d6, 1780.* 
I hope the bearer of this letter will have the honor of waiting upon 
yon in person. I confess I envy liitn his irood fortune, for I would 
< ()nsid( r myself the luckiest of mortals, could X have this pleasure 
once more in my life. 

Lieutenant Yon Meyer of the grenadiers, EnsigDsBodeandFlelsGhor 
of the re^ment Rheta, have, according to the wishes of your high- 
ness, been exchanged ; and you may be assured that the carrying 
out of your orders is my mof<t pleasant duty. 

Nothing worthy of iMde has occurred since my la.^t, which left on 
the packet, except a mutiny in the camp of the rebels New Year's 
night The Continental troops destroyed the parte of artillery and 
deserted Washington. Thereupon, Sir Henry, thinking they would 
join him, made a movement with a portion of the army, but these 
gentlemen were neither inclined toward one aide or the other. They 



* It may Beem strange to the reader that Biedescl tiijiK* himself m^or general, 
baving received the title of Ueutenant general ftom General Clinton. ThiH rank, 
however, wa*' only j^lvcn by Uiiiitoiu out of roiirte(*y to the CJerman ycnonil, \vhilL' 
having an Knglii'h cummaud. It amounted to uothiu|r iu Bruuswick, and Kiudei*el, 
therefore, signed blmfletf u Qfliial, nuyorseaeial. 

3 necoived April 18, 1781. 
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merely aftked for some praririoiui and the priTitege of pMsIng tiy 

him. It is said lliat conGre?? lias succeeded in quellinc: this mutiny 
by makinir pronii.M-i which it is not able to fulfill. Bui evt n if it 
could tulliU thtiui, ilic- rest of the army would demand the same thing. 

At fhe yery moment I am writing this line, news arrives of a 
aecond matiny in Washington's army; the troops having heard 
that the Continental troops from Jersey, who have revolted, have 
offered their pcryicp?* to Sir Henr^'. Take it alto^jether, the rebels 
never have been in such a miserable situaliou as at present ; and unless 
France sends soon considerable support, I firmly believe that this 
-war will eoon terminate. 

The command here on Long island, affords me plenty of exerdae ; 
but nlthouirli thn physieijui tells me tliat cxoreise is the only means 
by whieli I ean recover my lieullli, i feel no especial lieiietit result- 
ing from it. My headaclic Blill continues ; my mind is feeble and 
unable to work ; and a genuine hypochondria causes me to spend 
my days in sadness. 

A part of our convention officers and a portion of onr priaraiers 
from Rutland have arrived here: and I am makinir preparations to go 
to Canada with these small reenforcements ti> asj»ume the command 
there just as soon as the seasou.of the year and Sir Henry allow me 

todoso. 

I remain, 

RxEDBSEL, Mf^jor GeneraL 

■ 

Bbookltn, J^S;5nui9y 19, 1781. 

I hope your highness has received the letters I wrote you last year, 
and that Colonel Spedit has handed you my last, w ritten in the 
beginning of this year, I also trust that young Schuler has had the 
pleasure of expre??sintr to yon liis thanks for the kindness you leive 
shown him. 1 liave the honor of turwardiug you a k-lUu from Lord 
Comwallis which lie sent mc with the request to^seud it to you. Sir 
Henry, also, has especially Instructed me to present your h^hnesa 
hfai best respects. 

I wish that the state of my health was such as to allow me to write 
longer letten^ to you. especially since the slate of att'airs here furnish 
me with plenty of muUer. The season of the year, which has j^ut a 
stop to all military operations, prevents my sending you news which 
would gladden your heart Sir Heniy hopes for ample reenforce- 
ments from England ; and the rebels expect the aid of 16,000 Frendi 
troops. The result of this next cnmpalgn, therefore, will be in &Tor 
of ttiat aide whose expectations are realized. 
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Congress lias found means to suppress the two mutinies in its 
army; h\\\ a third revolt may be expectrd {in consi'qnence ot its 
inabiliiy to keep its proniises), w hicli will be oI'h more serious nature 
than the previouti ones. Arnold, who has marched almost 200 miles 
into tlie interior of Yii^ola has met with more sucoesB than was 
expected, having gained a foothold near Portamoath at the moutli of 
the James river. 

The noU W ( "arlelon' has been beaten in the south. I hope it will 
not result badly for the cause as a whole, nor embarrass Lonl 
GornwalUs. 

An army corps here, consisting of the flower of the anuy, has 
received orders to embark. Its destination is not known. I should 

not be surprispd if Sir Henry commands them in person. 

1 am making pn iiarations for my journey t<t Canada, and I believe 
that Sir Henry will tlx the time for my de^jurlure, as soon as the 
weather will permit I hope the climate there will be more &yorable 
to my health than the climate here, and that I shall then regain tlic 
health of which I have been deprived for over two years. Otherwise, 
I shall not be able to attend to the work which my duty demands 
of rae. 

8ir Henry has had the kindness to allow me to talcfi yoang 
Beckwith as supernumerary adj ut ant I hope that in ttiis 1 have done 
a &vor to his &ther whom I respect and very much love, and also 
tliat the chief magistrate of Westphalia will rejoice at it. He i? a 
good looking young man, of good talents and character. Tf lie is like 
his brother, the adjutant of General Kniphauseu, he will be to me a 
valuable acquisition. I remain, 



1 was delighted to receive your two letters, one dated November 
14th, at Gottorf, and the other, December, at Brunswick, upon your 
return fh>m Oopenhagen. 

A few days since I was again visited by an attack of fever which 
hinders me from making this a long letter. T Imve liad the operations 
ot tliis campaign drawn up by Clevr, and now iiK lose it. 

The time for my departure for Camula ha.s not yet been designated. 
The admh^ refbses to fUmish a convoy, but Sir Henry has written 
General Hamilton to send him two frigates, and I hope therefore that 
we shall leave as soon as the ships arrive. 

' Probably Tarleton.— THmdaior. 



BiBDBSBL, Mfuor General. 



Brooklyn, .Tini> 1;J, 1781. 
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Gomwallto has again advanced on the road to yictoiy ; and if La- 
fayette in any way keeps step with hlni» it is very likely he may win 

anotln r battle. 

Vou will, I know , i:r:u-»)U9ly |i:inli»n i If sliortiietiii of tlito letter, 
but my head is »o weak, 1 cunuot write longer. 

I remain, 

RiBDBBBL, Hi^or Qeneral. 

SoicKi.i,. July 8, 1783.' 

Your two letters of May Tili, ITJil, and February Ulh, 1782, were 
received a week since by the English fleet, and liave given me great 
pleasure. Tlie assurance of your fkvor was a good medicine for my 
poor health. 

I rproLciii/.*' in ft my old honrfiirtor ♦ » » 

Nothing of note ha'^ nrrnri t il in iITh province sincf my iin ival. The 
niisfortuuc which Iuih befallen J.«ord ('ornwallis ahii tned us extremely 
last winter; and all the news we have since recdved confirms us in 
the belief that we will be attacked both from the sea side and the 
colonies. The change in the ministry has caused a different system 
to bo pursued ; and, unlesi? one is d propliet, no one ran at ]>rp*<ent 
foretell what events may tak<* ]>l;u-e. We nre eomrnitcd with the 
rumors of peace. 1 wish it ^\ i re ^o with all my heart, fur my health 
filils me more and more every day ; and it only with great dlfllculty 
that I can attend to tlie duties of my office. What joy it would be 
if the time had conu? when I could pay my respects to you in 
person. Until that time arrives, 1 uuist ix < ontent to do it by letter. 

I rciii:iiii, 

UiKOESKL, Major GeueroL 

QiTKMEC, Ocy^er 20, 1782. 

T liavc had the pk'a3ui*p to n'eeive two letters from your highness, 
one in the French and the other in the German language. 

Although the climate iu Canada is more congenial to me than that 
of the south, and although I feel better able to attend to my duties 
since my arrival here, yet I suffer from constant headache, and do 
not enjoy good health for a week at a time. 

Hillierto the situation In Canada has been very peaceable. 1 am 
busy in reforming the Brimswiek regiments, and am iu command 
near tUo border of the colonies. During the simimer I encamped with 



t Becetved Oeto1>er 19, im 

27* 
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eight regiments on the Isle aux Nnir, ^iierc a fortification has been 
laid out. wlncli is to lie stmrtL'ly l»uilt of stotif by our engineer, 
Cuptuin Twiss, and command tlic district in wliic li it is erected. 

It seems to nie iiHelcsa to send you a journal of this ycMir's ope- 
rations, dnoe everytliing we bear ia 80 old tbat yon mnat have heard 
It long ago by way of England. I fear we are on tbe point of eTa> 
CUatingNevr York, and tliat we shall he unable to keep anything but 
Canada and Novn S( ntin. Und) r tlic last supposition the scene of 
action will he shilleil tiom tlic southwost here, in which rase we 
might easily be attacked next spring. 1 hope we shall give u good 
accoont of oarselTea. 

Captain Urban Oleve has not yet attived here, having been aent 
to Halifax, and thence to Peno^ot ; and although I have moved 
heaven and ( artli to have bim come to mo at once, I doubt if 1 abali 
aee him before spring. 

Your obedient servant, etc., 

BonET., Jvlf/ 2, 1783.' 

I have had tijc honor of receiving your highiiess's two favors of 
dates respectively, October 27, and January 17. ♦ * * 

We have received orders to be ready to emiiark. This gives me 
a sure hope of bciim^ ,^1)]^ so(m to pay my respects to yonr highness 
personally, and I long for the moment to come. 

My health is of the fHnie vacilhiting character: rinw had and now 
tolerable. My sole hope re»»«, at present, on the climate. My return 
to the fatherland may again restore my strength, for there I shall 
be exposed neither to extreme heat or severe cold. It is these 
changes that so weaken my nervous system. 

I will not speak to you of the peace which has been made, since 
it coM» me considerable to contess the ilisadvantages connected with 
it. We must hope that that part of the nation, through whose influ- 
ence peace was made, wiU abo And means to coanteibalanoe 
its evils. The Americans are at present apparently haughty and 
drunk with joy; but they are candid, they talk sensibly and know 
the real rc<?ourres of their eiUMiiies. At such times they RpeakdiflTer- 
cntly and ibres( e the clouds wliich are hanging over them. 

Sixteen piasters tor cuch man, and four shillings on every pound 
Sterling for beer, are the taxes which have been made, and which do 
not at all harmonize with the prosperity which the inhabitants have 

1 Beoeived October 4, 1188. 
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in otiier mpects eqj<9«d under the British gOTemment. The provmoe 

of Canada, also, is too mucli endangered by tins peace; and I fear tliia 
lias been bronsrht about by a fal«e knowlpiliie of hi-r |><>«.itifin. The 
English ministry have agreed to give the Americans more lerriiuiy 
than they really aekeil for. General Haldimand ia consequently 
placed in a bad predicament, for he doea not know how to astiaQr 
the demands of the Indians, nor how to protect the commerce of the 
Highlands. But without being aware of it, T have gone into matters 
which I can state mtirr satisfactorily to your highneea when I have 
the honor of waiting on you in person. 

I have had the mfaifortttne to lose in the month of March, my 
youngest daughter, who waa bom on the lut of Nomiber of httt 
yi>ar. But, thank God, my wife is veiy well» and both herself and 
the children desire to be remembered. 

Captain Wolzegen, vvlio arrived here la.«t t ill, lias gainc<l the 
respect of alL He served with great distinction in New York, and 
gave great satisfitction to ISr Heniy Clinton. Even on a march, he 
has the reputation of being a good economist. 

I remain, etc., 

RlBDESEL. 



KAJOB QBNBRAL BUEDBSEL TO MAJOR GBNERAL GBBBNB, QUARTER 

UASTBB GSNBBAI,. 

New Yobk, March 8, 1780. 

Sir: 

• 1 had the lionor of receiving at Elizabtlhtown, your letter of the 
15th of November, 1779, with U»c inclosures from Colonel Koss, deputy 
quarts master genml at Lancaster^ relatire to a sum of seyen hnn^ 
dred and twenty pounds overpaid for transporting my baggage from 
Lancaster to Bethlehem, which letter I have not had it in my power 
to answer till now, for want of a proper opportunity to send one to 
you. 

Colonel Boas seems to put the liiult .on Capt^u Gerlach, my . 
deputy quwter master general^ as if he had made a particular con- 
tract witii the drivers without the quarter master generars department 

of your army having t^iken any part in it. To clear up the real 
fact, I desired a report of the whole transaction of this affair to \>q 
made to me by Deputy Quarter Master General Captain Gerlach, 
and which I have the honor of communicating to you. 

It is quite clear that Colonel Boss promised to me that the wagons 
for the transportation of my baggage should lie given over immedi- 
ately on its arrival at the rate of twelve pounds, each, per day ; and 
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that Captain Gerlacb had to wait five days without being dispatched; 

that at last Colonel Ros« gave three wagons at thirty pounds each 
per day; and that (""njitnin (trrlndi arfrptod thciu at price, fee- 
ing there was no other nieaiis ol pursuing hb route; that he paid 
the sum of money into the hands of Colonel Ross'b clerk, as appeals 
by lua receipt ; that the wagons did not perform more than half the 
journey, or were more than half the number of days out, nor ooald 
it Ik* my fault that myself, consequently my haggage, hy order of 
CUM liH'ss was t^toppctninlf wny ; thrrofore, sir, having given you iii 
detail the cireumsiunccH, 1 leave the w hole to your just andequitahle 
decision, and shall not reply another word if you beUeve, according 
to the circumstanoes, that I should lose the sum I tooli the liberty 
to demand of quarter master generars department in my former 
letter to you, sir. 

1 have the honor to he, etc., 
liiEDKBEL, 3Iigor General. 



DBFDTT QUABTBR 1CA8TER GENKRAL GERLACH TO MAIOB GENBBAL 

New York, Manh 7, 1780. 

Sir: 

I have reatl the letters from Major Gcneml Greene, and Deputy 
Quarter Master General Ross, and have the honor of reporting to you 
the whole of the transaction for the wagons, which I reodved 

through means of Colonel Ross. 

The 4th of Octobor, 1779, I arrived at Lancaster: the first tlitni^ 2 
did there was to wait on Colonel Ross, requestinjj hhn to iirocurt- me 
Uircc wagons to transport the baggage to Elizabeth Town. Four 
days after I again went to Colonel Roes, who had not yet been able 
to procure the wsgons. At last I proposed to pay something more 
than what Colonel Ross had promised to get them for General Ried- 
esel, which was at £12 each per day. At Icni^th, on the 8th of 
October, Colonel Ross let iiie know he hail sent an express lor three 
wagons, and that they were just arrived; on which 1 went to 
Colonel Ross's office to settle for the said wagons, and his clerk, 
Mr. Brandon, informed me, that they came to thirty pounds, each, per 
diem ; I therefore found myself necessitated to pay that sum, which 
1 did into the hands of his clerk, according to rr ceii)t in my posses- 
sion ; but I never made any particular agreement with Andrew More- 
land or David Hayes. 

I hare the honor to be, etc, 

J. D. GBBLAC0, Deputy Quarter Master Genersl. 
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CORRESPOXDENCE OF GEXEUAL RIEDE8EL WITH THE HEREDITAKY 
PSmCB WILLIAM OP HE8SB CA88BL, RBIOinNO COUNT OP HESSB 

HANAU, AFTERWAKDS KLKCTOTT WIIJ.TAM I. AN ORDER OP TOE 
PRINCE ; AND A LIST OF TILE UESSIAN COMMANDERS OF REGI- 
MSNTS Ain> 8TAPP 0PFICBR8. 

Most Illustrious, Most Gracious Prince and Master, Uercditaiy 

Prince : 

Due (Icvotioii to tliv' person of your hiirliiipss, and niy advi-rse late, 
are the barriers wliicli liuvc prevented my informing your biglmess of 
my good forttine in having imder me yoor regiment It ia woftby of all 
praise, and, without gainsay, is the finest body of troops in America. 
The same thing may be said of the company of artillery, which has 
been attadicd to it since the army has been divided. T siiu erely 
wish that I liad had f«ometliin2: to do in carrj'ing out the plan of 
opcratious that I might have made the late of these tine and brave 
troops more pleasant than that which they liaye had to share with 
the nortbem soldiers dnce the convention of Saratoga. 

Real attachment to the troops, and a desire to have justice done 
them, are the reasons for my troid>lin<r yoit with these lines. I am 
anxious, also, to i:ive my tesiiinoiiy to tliecourasie and <:ood feeling 
whicli the otHcers and men have «liown on all occasions. I com- 
mend them to the &vor of your highness. 

I have made it a point not only always to see to it, that these troops 
received their Jnst dnea, the same as those of my own sovereign, 
binder my special command ; but when individual soldiei*8 have been 
separated from their regiments, I liave ^M\ en them food and charged 
it to the credit of the Brunswick mililiiry fund. Thus, those Hessians, 
who have escaped from their capUvity, have tieen ftimlshed by me 
with pay and clothes, and sent by my order to Canada. Inasmuch as 
I have acted thus from devotion to yourself, as well as a sense of 
duty, it would be pleasini^^ to know that it meets with your approval. 

I consider it also a duty for me to recommend to your gnicious 
favor the bearer of this, Captain Von Qeismar, who has the consent 
of Brigadier Gall to go to Hanau. He has not only attended to his 
own duties with the greatest dilif^ence, but. with the permission of 
Ills (diief, Brifradit r (Ji in ral Gall (under whom he served a.s brigade 
major), he has sought all pos.sible uppuriiuiities to distinsruish him- 
self, ami manifest bis zeal for the service. On one ot-casion, for in- 



' This draft is without date or place. Very likely it vva« written from New York, 
May 14, during the jrear 1160. 
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stance, a horse was shot under him on the 19th of September, 1777, 
during the cmj^n^emcnt near Freeman's form, at which, time he served 
with me as a TOluntcer. 

Soliciting the kiuU favor, etc, 

RXEDBSEL. 

Annm 1oih$dhoice, 

HAKikU, 5, 1780. 

Sir — Especially dear Lieutenant General: 

Captain Oeismar banded me, on hia arrival here the 18th of last 
July, your kind letter of the 14th of May. I r^oioe at its contents, 
and am pleased at having an opportunity to render you (as I have 
long been desirous of doing), my srratitude for the manifold care and 
attention whith you have shown my infantry re!ji;iuient, and tlie 
arUllery cuiupuuy attached to it, long as they were under your 
command. Colonel Von Ciall haa repeatedly mentioned to me the 
many kind actions which were shown to him and his men hy yoa ; 
and CH»tafai Spaogenberg confirmed this when he was here last 
ypnr. I render yon, tliereforr, with sincere plcastirc. my true tlianks. 
I .should h't'I vt'ry UianUrul to a Hessian for d<jinir this; how much 
more so then, to a man whose name reminds me ot the many services 
his ancestors have rendered to my house. I shall appreciate them 
at all times, and will endeavor to show yon the esteem and tme 
friendship which I shall always cherish for you. 

I remain, lieutenant gcneml, your humble servant, 

William, llereflitftry Prince of Hessia. 
To Lieutenant General Baron Von liiedesel, of the Princely House of 

Brunswick and Wolfenbtlttel. 



Hanau, Dec dl, 1780. 

My Noble and very dear Lieutenant nenrral ; 

I received by yesterday s mail your kind letter dated at New York, 
the Ist of November lajst, and observe with great pleasure that you 
were exchanged the 96th of last October, and have received orders 
to go to Canada. But as much as I rejotee at this, it was very un> 
pleasant to learn that my colonel, Gall, has left the regiment without 
my jxTmission and knowledge. I semi under this date the order for 
him to go with you to Canada, as soon the season of the year 
will allow it, and take there the command of my regiment He 
must not dare come to Europe. 

I commend him, neverthdess, to your care, and request you at the 
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same time to take the necessary steps witli the authorities. Also, do 
me the favor to aslc Oencral Philliyis. in niy namo, not to allow any 
of my officers (who have l>een captured) to leave the regiment unless 
a written permission signed by me is diown him. I would again 
eamestljr tliaok jou for the kindnees shown to my men, and com' 
mend them all Oncludmg those in Canada), to yonr kindness in the 
Ibture. 

I trust you h.ivo rocpivcd niy letter of the 5th of last September, 
and remain with esteem and sincere friendship, 

William, Hereditary Prince of Heasia, 
To lieutenant Qeneial Yon Riedeeel of Bronewlck. 



Hanau, Aicffust 26, 17dl. 

Eepecially dear M^or General : 

Tour letters of the 30th of Februoiy, 28th of April, and 9th of Uay, 
were all handed me nearly at tlie same time. 

I thank you very much for the news they contain, but especially 

for the care shown my troops, and yonr devotion for thut nation 
from which your whole race has sprung. From tliis view I estimate 
more highly your exertions, being convinced that personal devotion 
to me, and an earnest Hessian heart, are at the bottom of it 

Judging by your la^it lettern that you wUl go to Canada in the 
<K)urse ofthiHi fall, 1 sfiul this letter thither. 

I hoije I will .soon receive tlie information for which I asked you 
in my last letter (one copy of which I sent to New York, and one to 
Canada), in regard to Colonel Gall who has heen lUsmissed. I depend 
on your integrity not to hide anytliing firom me ; for I have resolved 
to go to the bottom of this cuttinir down of the officers' rations in 
Canada, imd, for this reason, have instituted the strictest inve3tii»'ation. 

I was not a little surijrised at the intelligence you gave me of the 
unexpected arrival of lieutenant Thomas with the transport of 
recruits. They left here In the springr of 1780, and I had hoped that 
they were long since in Canada. I hope the troops have departed 
with yon for that province and will safely arrive tliero, and that 
Lieutenant Tliomas has nirain «?tarted from New Vork for Eurojje. 

It lias \xcn very uupleasiint for me to learn of the measures 
adopted by tlie rebels in regard to the oonventl<m troops, in separating 
and exchan^ng the officers. I pity the poor prisoners with all my 
heart ; and fear, with you, that this separation will have many sad 
results. Yet T flatter n>y*5elf tliat, before yonr departvuc from New 
York, you did everything in your power for them all, and especially 
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for thnse that lu lon.^ to me. I commend my troops in Am«rica to 
your care iu the ruture. 

1 remain, with sentiments, etc., 

WtLLiAX, Hereditary Prince of Hessift. 
To Mi^or General Von Riedesel. 

P.S. — Just as 1 was <iosin<j: tli!*; k-ttrr, 1 rrccived yours of the 0th 
of last July, hy whirh 1 see that you had not yd left for Canada, and 
that the time for your departure was not yet tixed. 

In regard to tbe dismissal of Colonel Van Gall, I know that he 
himself requested his exchange, and it was, therefore, his duty (the 
same as other officers of my regiment), to have remained in New 
York until he could have accompanied you to Tanada. I rsinnot 
therefore, my dear general, blame you in the le;ist ; but, on thecoulrary, 
must thank you fc)r your readiness in obligiug Colonel Gall, as you 
of course, could not' but suppose that his journey hither was under* 
taken with my consent. In respect to the future exchange of scvcrsl 
officers of my rcfrimcnt, and in rcinird, also, to tho measures that wore 
taken for the convention troops, let mc say t hat 1 shall have to be 
satisfied with them, since they were ordered by the king. Neither 
will I he the cause of further alterations.' 



Hanau, Jrar»&3a,1782. 

Sir — Very dear Major (Jcncral: 

Lieutenant i lu)intui hauiled me, on his return, your letter, dated 
on Long island, July 21st, 1781. I thank you for the good advice 
l^yen by you to this officer, to return to Europe; for his journey to 

Canada would have bceu altogether unnecessary under the altered 

condition of atfair-^. AfterAvards, in fact, only a few weeks since, I 
received your other \<-\\i^v, dated at Quel^ec, October 20th, 1781. By 
this, I perceive that you have safely arrived in Canada w ith the men 
whom you took with you to New York, and that, after your arrival, 
the command of all the German troops was ^ven yon by Gmersl 
Haldimand. This makes the knowledge of your safe arrival in 
Canada the jileasanter to me, since 1 kiK)W that my troops there are 
again under your command. I conunend them to your best care and 
strict supervision ; and 1 beg you not to overlook the least irregularity : 
but, ou the contrary, to hold my staff and other officers to a strict 



» The hereditary prince, according to this iwstscript, did not receive this letter, 
containini; his jiistiflcAtion of Gall, nntil the letter was flnlelicd. He had been 
dlami.>;;jed fur rcturuhig to Europe without the consent of the hereditary prince. 
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performance of tlieir duty. You will, therefore, oblige me ver>' nincli, 
if you will see not only that tlie service of the king dtws not sntVcr, 
but that everything tlial is due my troops be given them, ImhIi of 
money and of rations. But if, notwithstanding your precautions, an 
officer is guilty in this respect, I expect of you as a natiye Heaeian, 
and a good « o mt r man, to inform me at once that Hessian honor may 
be ]>reserTed. I sliall be especially grateful to you for pursuing this 
euiirse. 

As 1 liave introduced the Brunswick metliod of paying the lirst 
battalion of my regiui^t which is in Canada, but have not been able 
to obtain a correct idea of the modut operandi, I request you to send 
me a detailed account by the first opportunity. 

I am under infinite obligations for the news contained in your 
favors. I inclose a copy of my letter seiit you on the 2Gth of August, 
1781, in case you may not have received it. 

Please inform my staff officers of the time of the sailing of the 
packets that they may write me. . 

Lieutenant Le Blanc, who is destined for my cori)a of yagers, and 
who comes with sixty-two recruits for said corps, will hand you this 
letter. I hope it will find you well, and I reiuain, etc., 

William, Hereditary Prince at Ileasia. 

WiLUKLMSBAD, October 27, 1782, 
Sir — Very dear TJenfennnt General : 

Your letter ot July bth, with the inclosed documents, I received 
on the 31st of Octobca*, this monflL 

Ton have given me great pleasure in sending these papers, and 
the Interesting news (oiu cniing my troops. I asfc that you will, as a 
special mark of fri( ndsUip, keep a strict watch over my officers that no 
excesses be committed. If any such however, do occur acrain'^t my 
express wishes, kindly inform me at once that they may be stopped and 
order once more restored. I shall consider this an act of pardcalar 
MendsUp, and a great attenticm to Hie Hesdan sorvice. 

You will have the goodness to forward the indosed letters to their 
proper destination. 

I will endeavor to repay these loudnesses whenever an opportunity 
occurs, and remain 

Your earnest and well disposed friend, 

William, Hereditaiy Prince at Hessia. 
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OKDKR TO THB £XCHANU£D STAFF AJJH OTHBR OFFICERS OF THE 
PUtST BATTALION OF THE IlESSU HANAU lUMIIHBNT, ERBPBINCE, 
AND ARTILLKRT OF THB ARMY OF THB CONVBNTIOM. 

Tbe Staff and oilier officers of the let battalkm of IheHeaaiB Hanan 
regiment, Erbprlnce, and artiUeiy, are litM-cbjr ordered to go by tbe 

first opi)<»rtniiity uftt-r their exdmnirr, \\ iili tlicknn-wlfdtrc snul poTiscnt 
of the cotiiinatiflinir army of Grwii liiituiri, to llie Uetudimeiit of the 
IIcsHe ilHrmti rtginuMil, Erbpriiiee, and tirlillcry, uow in Cauada. 
They are to carry out this order fully, unices infifrmcd by the 
generate, that the snbaUem officers and privates, still in captivity, 
will also soon l>e exchanged. In this laltrr case, they are to remain 
in New York without our <^pecial order; but under no oonnderaiion 
are they to return to Europe 

William, Hereditary Prince at Hanau. 
Hanau, JoMUtry 38, 1781. 

A FEW LETTBRS OF TUB HESSIAN MAJOil QENKRAL VOM LOOS^ 
TO MAJOR QBNKRAL SIEDB8BL. 

Quebec, January 7, 1782. 

Bear General: 

T wns pleascvl nt receiving your' last letter. I Imve had an oppor- 
tunity of Bpeaking with Ihp premier* in rrcrard to your comin<!: here. 
He said that the roads would be good toward March, when ii would 
be pleasant to travel, and he hoped to see you here, etc , cte. But 
keep this darlc. Your wife, whom every one loves, wHl be a thousand 
times welcome here. I would strew her road with flowe rs, if there 
were nny. T intend scttinc: otit on my pil;.rriniage on tlic -"illi orSOth 
insttnnt. As for the rest, ( v( n tidng is c|uii t. Next AVedneiwiay, we 
are to have a ball ; and the day tbUuwiug, a concert. The whole price 
of admUirion is twelve and a half piasters. 



1 The HeMlan major general. Yon Loob, df etinj^lRhed MmRelf seven! tlmee 

during the American war. The reader mn>t, cxcut-c u-^ fur t:iving paeeiigrs o^hicli 
•re uccasioiiully suuicwbat cuarae), m tlicy uru iu tbu origioal. Had we omitted 
tbeee pMtmges, the letters wonld have toet nmch of tbdr origliudlty. Tbnmgh all 
tlii- coar-t iji howi vi r, -hiiu r^ the camctt, honont. and open soul of a bluff, old 
Boldicr. Itiedet^el, for tbetje quaUtlee, uaiut>cr<»l hiiu among hU luoet iotiiDate 
IHends. It eeeniB that while Id Oanada, the old badidoir, notwlthataadlng Ua old 
uiTi aiul r-irkiK^s. M as* captOKd bj the bcaiity of a joiuBg ladj, Slid had In Us hcsd 
au idea uf tuarriugti. 

* The word here need lo the original Is the eeoood person tlngular. Tkg (dtfiae), 

ao oxprr-Moii nf raMuiiaritvtttid Intimate fH«od«hlp.— ^MCetf0r. 

* The C'ttimdiaii governor. 
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Next Saturday is a eondenation. Wc play, and at ten o'clock a 
side-table is sot out witli fried meat, ham and cake, and each 
one eats on his pwu liuok/ Besides the regular members, there are 
inTited guests. Eight days since it was held at Cochrane's, and day 
before yesterday at Hurray's, who, wtth Calwell, has the gout The 
next one will be at Launandiere. 

There \a no news here; most pvcrvtliini; Jolts aloiiu; at tho old 
gait, i wish you health aiul ^'ood weather for your journey. I feel 
this miserable weather in my stouiacii and nenres. My Hitter^ is 
dek, and I iiaai' he wiU hare the oonaumptioiL 

By the way, it is said that there wiU be a ball at the premieres. 
The people here Idll themaelTes wiUi eating. Clarke Intends visltiiig 
the country in Febrnarv, and you will then have a new guest. 
Whether he will travel as one who knows the country, and return 
a learned man, time must show. 

My regards to Lady Fritz and the dear childrra. 

Looa 



Quebec, Feb. 14, 1783. 

Dear General: 

Although my sto.raach is ngain all right, my mind is stiU dark. I 
can, therefore, only report briefly that Mart^ Qra* has been oele> 

brated as usual, but «a7W «(>M/)er.' * - • 

General Clarke left here la.st Monday with Tistal. 

The concerts still continue, but on the 37th will take place — N. B. — 
a heretic ball; and week after next, one for the ladies at the 
premier's. •♦••♦•** 

Be sure and not forget to inform mo at once when Clarke Htarts 
from Sord to Camaraska, in order that 1 may go on tho frozeu rivers 
in my sleigh; otherwise, I may be prevented by the season of the 
year. 

Now ask Lady Fritst what they say of me ? 

Everything that is good. 
Do they miss our company ? 
Yes, very much. 
Do they love our children ? 
Who would not loye them. 
Do they miss Cordelia? ■ 



> Literallj out of his own flftt," an idiomatic expreseion •nswering to the one in 

the text.— lYamHator. 

- A IleKmau brigadier major, and adjutant, to General Looh. 

' A jooni; and amiable Canadlau lady wlio freq^aently viaited tlie Biedesds. 
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All, yes ! Ali. ycs! 

And one s{iil^> t Ik- ;iir, 

Cordelia ! e^ordelia ! 

I woald that you here. 

I know nothing more to write to day, except my respecte. More 
in the future. 

Tour servant, 

Looe. 

P. S. By the way, has the handkerchief of Daiue Jeanette been of 
any service to you ? She wants you to send her in place of it, a cast 
off cape of your wife. 

&r. Aqnack, m. 17, 1782. 

Dear General : 

I received your letter on my return from Camaraaka. It is ea^ 
for you to laugh at the trouble I have in regard to the Brigaakr 
traetameta, ibr if it doe^ not continue, then the war will begin afresh, 

a«? the pay rolls are to lu' li;iii«1( d in anovc. Then, in case thn pre- 
mier strikes off the pay, I can claim no more than the pay of a major 
geuei-al ajul refuse tlic pay of a brigadier ; and, inuHmuch as I desire 
to be on good terms with the old fellow, this da eapo of a misunder- 
standing (aside frcnn the loss) would be very unpleasant. 

I have much trouble with the drunken capers of Peusch. I shall 
go there the beginning' «»f Maicli. We h:ivc no liridjres this year, 
and on a cauoe 1 am a iioltr(ton even when tlierc its no danger. 

The ZerUstaus 1 founii in very good order, and in ftict am partictt- 
larly pleased with them. Fountain river Is a little Eden. It has a 
splendid location and very pretty houses. Thank you heartily for 
the news, only let the news of peace continue. How is Monsieur 
McLean? Give the old Foie-spitter my rc*<pects. How is Bnmer, 
who is with 8t. Legcr, Madame Johnson and Cammel ? and, tiually, 
ta bdle Qnutanae a perdu »n moreeau de puwtlage. 

And now you are once more in possesdon of our dear Cordelia. 
Eiss her fifteen times in my name. I heartily rejoice tO hear that 
your dearest T^ady Fritz is getlini; hetter. No one can he more 
iuteresleil in lier weltare than I am, although every one honors her, 
and she deserves it. 

I cannot brag over my health. I have little s] < c^ , and no appetite, 
althougb I ride in a sleigh from three to four hours every day. 
With this object, I have bought me the third liglit bay hors^e. By 
the bye, do, I beg, take pity oji my poor beard and my blood-letting, 
for I have not a single anny surgeon wlio understands il. Have you, 
among your recruits or privates, one who is an expert at this business? 
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IS you liBTe, I will make blm an army surgeon and give you a fbr* 
dgner in exchange. Kemler, whom I promoted to coiporal in con- 
sequence of your recommendationBj says there are some among your 

troops. 

Adieu, dear Meud. One thousand compliments to your whole 
house ftom the roof to the cellar. 

Looe. 



La Pjiauuk, Mardi 10, 17b2. 

Dear General : 

I arrived here yesterday in fifty minutes, and went at once with 
Ereosburg to the Indian village of Cliacbenuagua. Dined wdl at 
DOW; listened to a duetof Bockerini in thenftcmoon ; played wUat; 
souped d la DicJiamcl ; went to bed nt ten o'clock ; got up at seven ; 
drank ten: nnd at nine shall start t<»r St. Johns. Tlicnce to-morrow 
for SoreJ, and so ou, when I siiuli be rid of all iiiuinrcstations of 
kindness and Mendship. 

I suppose that Lady Fritz is now in Montreal. Vmy give her my 
respects, as also, hi Mk On'ddid and the children. Kreushurg 
desires lo be remembered, and I am, dear general. 

V^otre obeismnt, 

Loos. 

My regards to Mend Spocht. 



Quebec, March 28, 1782. 

Dear Ociirral : 

You liiivc niy humblest thanks for all the military honors shown 
me. I pray you to hand to Oliamberlain Von Podlnitz this golden 
souvenir set with brilliants, also my portrait surrounded with rubies. 
All Joking apart, Poellnitz is a " tip top" man; and if I were as 
rich as my sovcr( tijii I would — well — 

I arrived here last Sunday, the 24th, about six o'clock. Tlie roads 
were very bad, especially the passage over St. Aima, where I came 
very near drowning. 

I was overrun at 8t. Johns with marks of politeness; and, so &r as 
the weather allowed^ every attention was shown me, so that I can 
mention exuctl}'" every tavrvn : for T visited them all with General 
Clarke, in his covered carriole, at Montreal, Ht. John, etc. 

How is Lady Fritz ? ' Deposit my thanks and respects on her 



■ HN. Genenl Bledesel. 
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coiDFi. La belle Cordelia, eo cotilcur de rose, m'oocope jour et nuit. 
Lc (lial)lt' rmporle ce 59 ; s'il j'etoit 29. Allons, nn onl^vomfnt pour- 
Tit arriv(^. Millc complini. 4 U belle^ comme auBsi 4 vutre cUerc 
quadrille et suite. 

The conversations will soon be again all tlie rage. On the 9th of 
April, there will be a ffrand auenM66 at my house; and on thelNIi 
all the bachelors will give a ball at Fitzgerald's. Cosaane has 
entered a monastery, and will be a Franciscan monk in si.v months. 

PrnntoriMH mitst drill diligently. I coixt.uitlv hold up to him your 
two reginieuls. How is our premierl? when will he come? How 
arc you all? An answer to all this is expected by 

Totir iUthfiil 

Looe. 



<iCEBBC, April 3, 17«3. 

Bear General : 

I have just received your dear letter, and attended to the one 
inclosed. I am very sorry that PoeHnita lost his bet How could 
the crazy devil ever get it into his head to reckon on my generosity, 
when 1 have not a drop of thnt quality in my veins? If Lady Fritz 
liad her dozen tea-cups again, instead of the broken ones, she might 
thank God. 

Every body here wants either a i»eace or an armiatlce; but your 
letter foreshadows important summer evrats. If you antldpate any- 

thing certain in regard to a siege, tell me *«i rosa; for I have 9,000 
thalcrs in cash with me, which I should like to place in a safe place. 

The people here give their bn-nd ^vitli more irrace and good will 
than those of Montreal. 1 like (Quebec a thousand times better. 
What say you and Lady Frits t 

Cochrane (imiir entre noui^^ not to have much money in the ftind 
though he has some with the merchants. In case of a siege, however, 
the latter will not " shell ont." He tries to borrow money, but may the 
devil trust him. He tells nie that if the city is l)esieged, I am an 
undone man. This, however, is entirely between us. 

Holland went to Montreal this morning. He is reported to h^ve 
betrayed some state seorets. He is very H6dy afraid <tf the whip, 
and will try to make it all right with the premier by denying it 
He is — well, you know him. 

Ilere is a bill of fare fur Lady Fritz's scrutiny. I recommend both 
it and myself to her. 

J'aurois soubait^ de tout m'on coeur que sn presence anroit embell^e 
ou illostr^e ma fete, et que la belle Coaleur de Rose aurolt mise tout 
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le eopur on contributions comme elle a a Montreal et Sorel Coidelie 
tons les etrc ina.sculin. 

My respects to the dear cliildreu and suit, espcciallj' to my dear 
Chamberiia. Willoe shall return the bet If ever I become lieutenant 
general. Borrowing is not living. 

I am, as alwa^, 

Voire fidele serviteur, 

Loos. 

I hare over thirty ladi^ Oh dear! 

Quebec, April 11, 1783. 

Dear General : 

I thank you for yonr last letter. The first leaf was torn off and 
thrown into the lire out of joy. » » ♦ » » 

Entertaining, as I do at present, thirty ladies and eighty gentlemen, 
yon wiH ezcnse me for finding them a little har% la aaiion. What a 
pleasure thcfe is in being able haughtily to say to an ungratefiil and 
unfoelini^ ruler and to my OTerbearing minister, I will not sore you 
any longer." 

Now let us speak of to chere Cvukur de Botie. Le coeur ammence d 
baUm, Had I but seen her twenty years ago ! Bat it Is now too 
late, and I will therefore bid adieu to all ideas of marriage. Jeanette * 

don't see it," and declines with thanks ; and, knowing uie, exclums, 
" Well, brigadier, what would you do with tlio young and lovely girl? 
The prudent, <,^ood and dear Gtueial Kiedtsel is smarter than you !" 
A glass of Madeira being on the table just Iheu, I drank your heulih. 

But as the messenger has arrived and intends returning at once, I 
must close. My respects to Lady Fritz, et d ma tm iAir« «( Mle 

Loos. 

Quebec, May 2, 1783. 

Dear General : 

I hope my last letter has safely reached you. There is no news 

except we are exporting the ships homh . 

I see that you are often engaged in tisliing. Here there are no tish 
whatever. Catch me two or three gold li8b.and pack them up lor me. 
If they cost anything, I will pay it ; if not, so much the better. In any 
case they shall be eaten to your health. 

The premier is daily expected. He is said to be extremely 
attentive to theFreucli in Montreal, which greatly pleases the En <^lish. 
Loos. 

tLoti«'B hoasekeeper. 
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QUEBBC, Jfoy 20, 1788. 

Dear GciutuI: 

A shi|> from ] jverpool nrrivod nl Pic on the IHlli inst.. hcnririL' a 
dist»at( li to ( iciicnil llaMiiiKiiiil. A iiitTchant, by the name ol' bhuw 
reacheil liere yesterday. Yuu will see that a new ministry has been 
fi>nn«d. The cammoiifl and the i>eople have done itl When the 
news of the loes of St. Kiffo arrlTed there, ev< ry body was excited and 
exclaimed, " Another ministry or no king!" Tliis hclned. Sir Guy 
Carlcton has been appointed eoniinandcT in ( liicf, and tiikes CHntou s 
place. Major WiUiatus is in command ot tlie uriillery in New York. 
Thua» Mr. Bean remains h^; 

▲t the thne of Shawns departure it was nimored that some ^Hffi- 
cult}' bad arisen between Shr Guy and ibe ministry, and that the 
former hnd refiisMil to acfepl the command. »SV f,ihnht rera cut. 
Minorca is lost ! Oh (h arl New York, it is said, will hi- the pUice 
d'anties; and everything is on the defensive. The Englisii are about 
to leave the islands. Many transports are coming from England to 
Kew Yoric and this place. What say you to all this? OuiUwiu 
noire ja rdin ! 

Dnrinsr th^ last foiirdays T have been very sick with fever. I had 
fort}' passages in sixtetii huurs I but Dr. Kerens has made me better. 
How is Lady Fritz y God preserve you both and your dear family. 
«•••*••«• 
H|tve you heard anything of the German or Hanoverian troops 
coming over here ? Writo mc about it. Now don't misunderstand 
me. I m« an to say, that fialdimand is so in love with his (Quebec 
garden and Montmorency, that 1 am surprised at his long stay in 
Montreal. 

It is said that several English ships are at Gueph. I mistrust 

I shall have to go to New York with my three companies. Victory I 
There are three hundred pipes of Madeira at Gueph. It'll be cheap 
now ! Give Murray llie connnission : he understands it. 

I kiss the hand of Lady Fritz, and the underlip of Bella Rosa. A 
thousand oomplim^its to your <diildrm and Mt\jor Dor^ (Oleve). 

Loos. 



QUKBBC, May 27, 1783. 

Dear Gcaieral \ 

* * * The ship Bellona, on which were letters and 
silver for me fh>m London, ran on a rock near St. Roc, twenty 
leagues from here, and sunk in five minutes. Six sailors were 
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drowned ; tlie rest saved themseLves the beat they could. It is hoped 
the letters and several otlior tliinj^s will he saved. Five more ships 
from Europe will arrive lier< t his day. The Pumiortf, wluch accoui- 
panies a transport with Gcnuau troops, soon after leaving Halifax, 
met a of tweQty>two guns, attacked and captured it Bhe 
returns with the transport for repaiia, and will probably, therefore, 
not be here before June. An express messenger from Ilalifax 
brought this news ns to-day. Now tell me, are these Gorman 
troops from Brunswick':' Perhaps they are my two coukpauies, 
which are expected. If this is the case, Uiey must, in pursuance of 
orders firom the premier, go to Sorel without atopping here^ I have 
protested against it The regiment ought not to be divided in this 
way. 

I hope, with you, that we shall be at home In a year. 

Your faithful 

Loos. 

P. 8.— Who glres the dinner on the fourth of June ■ at Quebec f 



QuBBEG, June 13, 1782. 

Dear General : 

* * * The premier went to Montmorenci thia 
afternoon. The city waa illuminated in the evening,* on whidi 

occasion the sdlors threw stones in the windows of the French 
whose hon.ses were not liiijhted np. 

I am anxiously awaiting your arrival on the 19th instant ; and I 
offer you my quarters during your soldier's tour. I shall consider it 
the greatest honor if my Mend will accept of thian. My respects to 
Lady Fritz, and the rest of your dear ones, Cordelia, of course, 
included. 

Loos. 

In Camp neab Ponrr Lbvi, July 18, 178S. 

Ohermni: 

Your dear letter of the 8th reached me only Thursday morning. 
I inclose a copy of my letter tf> thr premier, and cxjipct from you 
either approbation or censure. It is already mailed, but as yet I have 
received no answer. 

I am contented in my camp. I have in a fiurm house, besides a 
good view, a nice room, bedroom, kitchen and stable. But no one 



' The kiDg'8 birthday. 

3 Probably in honor ot the victory of liodncy and Hood over Adoiirat Unwae. 
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get8 anytliincr to ont. Bunkruptry is deolaretl Tlie doar God keep 
every one lr«»in becdjuiiig a uiajur general in Cuniida I Unless the 
premier conies first, 1 slianH call on liim, evoD if I dioald stay here 
Bix hundred thonsand yean. A bad quanrel» however, for a courtier. 
Your auditor has a droll way of getting a wife I Adieu. 

Looa.* 

P. 8. — Kreuzbiirg will tell you the news regardmg the ten tUalers 
per deserter; both auditors of the different nationalities will have 
trouble. We, however, have nothing to do with it Those two and 
our soverdgns must aettle it between them. 

ihns-v Levi, Sept. 26, 1783. 

Chtrami: 

I tbanlc you very much for the news, but I still believe we ahell 

have pence. 

The firing of the pelfvtons ouirlii ino«t certainly to have been 
sto])petl 111 once ; but the krmtn wu.s too small, and I was obliged 
to give iiauscheublatt time to retreat, and it was therefore necessary 
that the firing on that spot diould not be interrupted. The main 
thing in executing mich manoeuvres, are quick * evolutions, rapid 
movements, irn^d positions, turnings, Ktr;ito<n', alUgnem'nU, and 
marching. Firing makes only noise, and iimuscs the unmilitary 
spectators. I have another uumojuvrc whicli I intend showing to 
the premier, who, by the wiiy, to the astonishment of every body, 
is polite, when he comes here. I will send it to you when finished. 
The growlfT, however, will not allow us to have huts, but the com- 
manders will .send in a remon'^trnnre which I will liarul liini with my 
remarks. Only think, of liaviiiL^ tents \\ hicli liuve already servetl 
three summers, no straw, a little wood, and no blankets ! Camiiraska, 
will, in all probability, be my winter quarters. 

What is your opinion in regard to your light and fiiel in winter? 
Can I not demand a proper house suitable to my rank? I perfectly 
airree with you on the matter of subordination, and I r^oice wetliink 
so much alike. 

liOOS. 
19 October. 

Chef ami: 

My oxen, sheep, cattle, pigs, capons, and ducks were killed for 
breakfast, on Thnrsdny. It was gotMl \v( ;itlii'r. The guests — but 
read the text in the iiible. 1 cauuol make any manojuvres at present, 
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as the territory is all under whUt. I must imvc a liouse cornspond- 
ing with my rntik : ntlw^rwiae, 1 aUall forcibly take one and get 
myitelf ugaia into trouble. 

L008. 

P.S. — Answer me. It U damnable that the old fellow* should 

make n scrTot of llu; winter quartern. Tliis t-atjscs nie a loss of sixty 
piasters, \s liicli 1 have to pay to Madame Lanamliere, Horonlinir tf> 
coatfiict, lor house liire per quarter. Dake Ferdinand liad secix'ts, 
too, but he furnished free quartersu It h eaay for you to laugh : you 
live In your manor holue at Sorel, free and eaiy like a • • • 

♦ 

Cai'K St. luKACBy November 4, 178S. 

Cher ami : 

I will briedy inform you that I am iu quarters here; also, thai to 
my sorrow, all my most valuable effects were covered with sand and 

mud during the last storm between tlie tirst and second. The sliip 
stranded ; and I have now no dry beil, clothinu; or shir(s. All my 
winter supplies are destroyed, and I have, flu-rrfore, nothing to eat. 
3Iy sugar, tea and coire(! are also entirely destroyed. Kilter and 
Jeannette sit naked near the stove. 

This is all on account of the premier^ who, wltliout rauon de 
gtieret sends tliu troo|)s into winter qnarters. Not a single year has 
passed that the soldiers have not lost their buirgagc. If there were 
any noce^^ity for it, or if fhf war, or other oireumstanrcs, demanded it, 
d ia b^Htm lieurc; hut to imiiute the German Freilerick in Canada, is 
not only ridiculons but cruel. Who pays the poor subaltern for his 
losses? The fiirmera howl, too, because, owing to the terrible roads, 
their horses, harness^, carts and eveiything else go to the devil. It 
cannot be on account of eeoiinmy, for the government lias to pay for 
the *?trandcd vessels. For the regiment of Tjosshrrir, nlone, it must 
pay tor two, to say nothing of the regioicntft Zui bsi and Hauau, nor 
of the c xpt uses for wood consumed at the caiup at this late season of 
the year. 

1 am melancholy, and gaze witli sad eyes at my once beautiful 
things. I have nol!iinir to eat riflior, at least not much. My respects 
Lo liady Fritz. 1 hope her continemeni will terminate liappily with a 
sou. To the children one hundred thousand compUmeuts. 

LoofliuB, Misantropos. 



1 The premier, addimand, al«o catted by our IHend Loo», the growler"— 
TVaiMfoAM". 
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St. luMACis, Ntmiitber 10, 1782. 

My ileureBt Friend : 

I have enly to-day received your dear letter of the 4th inst. I 
congratulate you, with all my heart, on the ha]^ oonfinement of 
dear Lndy FritB. I shouM have given a gn at deal for the honor of 
bcin^^ able to name a male heir, and to have had him renounce the 
devil ami his crew through mo. ♦ * « » How much 
would I not enjoy the honor ol i>ayiug you a yisit ; but, the dreadfully 
bad roadfl and a hundred other drcnmstanoes will not permit me this 
pleasure. I take the Ub^y, therefore, to request my diamberlain, 
Captain Von Poellnitz, to represent me on the occasion. My name 
is Johnnn Atiirnst. You have an An ni'^fri How would the name 
of Jeannette or Lozina answer ? Ciioosi- one ot the two. 

Want of time will prevent my writing to Poellnitz myself. Thfe 
letter must suffice. My express has no time to loie, as tite mail goes 
to-morrow. I close, hoping that mother ami daughter are doing wdl, 
and are favorably iiiclinetl toward their servant. I will attend to my 
godchild, and will not forget the little ring. I trust she will be as 
pure and virtuous as her father. 

Qod be with yoti. 

Loo& 

Bt. Ionace, Nb>b, 24, 1788. 

Dearest Friend : 

I have received your dear godfather letter. I thank you very 
much for this honor ; and since you are the executor of my will, you 
may know that I have wiUed to my godchfld, one hundred Louis 
d'or for ii ring or earrings. I say ezpreasly a ring as a lasting keep- 
sake, for it does not break easily, and, in onse of necessity, ran be 
pawned to .Jcav or Christian. 1 lu)pe you and Lady Fritz will not 
think badly of me for not making the sum more. But since every 
one is bound to cut me down, I must cut down too. 

Pastor Hyllus,* also, is too good an apostle to take more than his 
safaited colleague, John, lie took for each baptism wild honey and 
locusts, and I will send him (Mylius), the same next spring. Ad in- 
terim, give him a pieee of fried veal, !<>! T owe it to him. Dear 
Miss Augusta as godmother, shall have truni Culdwell's garden the 
little flower, forget-me-not^ for which she is to give me a powder bag 
of tPargefu embroidered with gold. Midwiyes, and all servant 
girls in certdn delicate situations, shall recdre salt provisions for 



> General ^edesd'a flunlljr chaidiUn.— 21rafMfo(or. 
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five days, through my scale master, for which they shall jni}' the 
cu!itomary price : and tbuB, every body is attended to, and my gene- 
rosity is established. 
Wliat is the news from the enemy ? Answer soon. 

IiOOB. 

8t. Iqnacb, Dec 2, 1782. 

Dear Gcucral : 

I am dry. My sour-krout, cabbage, sugar, coffee, etc., are all gone 
to the deviL I presume yon haye reodved my last leltor. 

Here is a list of the otficers at the lime of their being in camp 
near Winelifi^trr, and while in quarters at Andover. It lias occupied 
me six hours ; and 1 am certain it is correct, unless 1 have made a 
mistake about your troops ; the little ScUimmel and Miss Dans con- 
fhsed me. Do not fidl to inform me how the dispute tarminates. 

From the bottom of my soul I wish Lady Fiita a speedy recor^. 
I send her and Miss godmother my best respects. But what hare 
I done to my beautifiil Fritz that she does not speal^ of me ? 

Adieu, 

Loos. 

If any of you dou1)t the correctness of the list I will bet him what 
he likes ; but Kospatii and ilandorf will explain it. 

The Cafe, Maareh 27, 1783. 

Dear General : 

I recdTed your letter of the 9th instant, on my return from my 
tour to the Hanan regiment. I would hare undertaken a journey 
from Laubisniere over Platon to Quebec, or any other place desig- 
nated hy you, but think of the awful bother ' of a week ago Wednes- 
day, the 19th; it not only destroyed the bridge, but overtook me 
l>etween St. Croix and Laubinier, so that I aitiTed at SchOlle half 
dead. Tunderfeld reported to me on my return, the news in i^ard to 
peace. This is very desirable news; but of what use is it, if the king 
of England wishes for it, and the other party [dde] does notP 



> The meaning of thin word h imt clctir. Probably it refers to tbe breakiDg up 
of the Ice, or sonic similar ciitiif trophe. 

"From tbiflnmark, as well as many others (>r a t^imilar Import in Riedescrs cor- 
respondence, It cannot hut be observed that the Americans do not appear to havo 
been exhausted by their seven years' war for independence. On the contrary, tbe 
opinion of their enemies seems to have been that they were still ft'csh andpeifectly 
willing to coDtiuae tbe war uulesB brought to a close on (heir own terms. 
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I am not well, but feel badly all on i r. Sciul mo yniir plan of oi>era- 
tions, and do not forsjpt t<j answer \\w i>()inis in my last letter. I am 
very sorry for your own ill health, and hj)[)o you may soon recover, 
and with Lady FriU, and your servant, may long enjoy oorselm in 
Europe. 

I hear of notbing new In my desert; if you hear of anything let 
me know. But once more, send me your plan of operations without 
faiL 

Loos. 

Jeannette and Ititter send their reapects. 



Gaps 8t. Ionacb, A^rH 1, 1788. 

Dearest Friend : 

The iocloiied is a request by the granting of which you may earn 
an aimcliair, or, at least, a hench in Heaven, and by which, also, you 
will very much oblige Honseigneur and the whole theological faculty 

in Canadsu Gnint the petition if possible. There are a great many 
Thomases here, who doubt that pence is at baud, and call the speech 
of the king bogus. What do you thiuk of it t 

Loo& 



CLurroirfl memorable iietreat from puiladelpuia to 

ZniW YORK, m THE TBAB im 
[From the /oumol.] 

The American papers finally famish us with a narrative of the 
splendid retreat of Sir Henry Clinton from Philadelphia to New 

York. General Washington and all Americans already believed 
tlia! ilii'v had " Burgoyiii/( il" this nrmy (as they arc in the hnhit of 
e.Kpressiug themselves in their pul)li<' jnnrnals'), au>l they tilled their 
glasses with bumpers on account of the anticipated surrender of 
Clinton's army. They boasted of their laurels, and congress in its 
resolution of the 7th of July, cannot sufficiently praise the bravery 
and activity of General Washington at the important victory over the 
Enirl'sh near Monmouth Court IPnisp. But tin' retreat ot (leneral 
Clinton was really great, and resulted happily wiiii little loss; while 
the Americans, on the other hand, do not iliemselves know which 
of their commanders did his duty. The court martial, however, 
which afterwards sat upon the American major general, Lee, soon 
placed the matter in a brighter liglit; and confhsion, equivocal con- 
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duct, irresolution and a niananivcring without purpose were shoim to 

have rharnctcrized tho conduct of most of the Aiiu i ican commanders, 
for all of which Major General l.i-c li.ul to pay with his honor by 
being suspended Irom his command tor a whole year. 



EXTIUCT FI?()M A I.KTTElt OF MA.TOl? (iEXEKAL nULLlPS TO LORD 
OEOKGE GERMAIN, BATED CHARLOTTE8V1LLK, IN TILE COUNTY OF 
ALBEKMARLE, \TRGINIA, MARCU 20, 1779. 

I take tlic liberty of going beyond the limits, allowed me by yonr 
lordship, to publicly acknowledge in my report, the good euiiduet of 
the German troops (under the command of Major General Von Kied- 
esel), in tlie servioe of liis majesty. Tlie conduct of the offlcens and 
BoldierB was exemplary, and they are to he respected as faithful com- 
panious, in misfortune, of their comrades, the English soldiers, during 
the manifold change?; in their unfortunate <^itnntion, I have found in 
General Riedesel the greatest possible attention to the duties ot his 
position. He was always the same in his care for his Gfflman troops, 
in maintaining order, and in keeping up harmony and good feUow- 
ship between the English and German troo)>s. In short, he wa» 
tborouglily imbued with tho duties of liis nuyesty's service. 



LETTBR FROM THB HB8BUH 6BE9BRAL VOK LOSSBERO TO OBNBRAL 

VON BIEDBSBL. 

HoBBis House, Dee. 3, 1780. 

Your honor's letter reached me safely yesterday ; and I herewith 
tender you my ^^itioere thanks for the intellifreuce which you have so 
kindly comnnmiculed to me. Aecordiui!; to the news here, General 
Washington has letl his head quui ters at Totowa, and the rebel army 
its camp between the Passaic and the Hackinsaclc rivers, and have 
marched seven miles over West Point into winter quarters, where 
the amiy is to build huts in the mountains between NewbUTgh and 
Wilmanton, The head quarters are at Windsor. 

I have not nn yd l>een Hh]r to obtain any reliable information of 
the corps of General Stark, w hether it has gone back to West Point, 
or whether part of it Is still at FIshkiU. But this much is oertiJn, 
that no portion of this corps is now in our vicinity. According to 
intelligence received here da}' before yesterday from Ilorse-neck, 
there are not more than one hundred and fifty militia at that place, 
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who arc commanded by a certain Colonel TVels, a shoemaker. 
Colonel Shclton, however, has no definite place lor his head (luarters. 
At times be is with a detaehnient, and aLOiin all of his men are at 
Points Bridge, North Castle, Beilord, Kiugstreet, and Horse-neck, 
wliicli forms, as it were, the janction of the North and East rtrera. 
Occasionally, also, his patrols come as fitr as East Chester. I shall 
consider it a pleasure to communicate to your honor every item of 
nc\\ s which reaches me, that I may at the same time, manifest the 
high esteem, etc. 

LOOSBEUO. 



EXTRACT FROM A LETTKU WIMTTEN BY (JENEKAL RIEDESEL TO 
GENERAL PHILLIPS l l'OX THE MANNER IN WHICH EHULAND 
SHOULD CARRY OX THE WAR AGAINST HER COLONIES. 

Brooklyn, MvFck 26, 1781. 

* * I believe, also, that four battalions could be 

ohtahied from Mechleuber^-Schwcrin and one from Strelitz with 
which to reenforce the troops in Ameriea; and the war might then 
be continued here in the way which I proposed to you in my memoir 
rom OambiMge. That is, to estaUish three or fo«r poets in such a 
. manner that the Americans —who firom laclc of knowledge and the 
f necessary material cannot undertake a reg^ilar siege — will be power- 
less to capture tlieni. Tliey mnst. moreover, be constantly anno5^ed 
by successive expeditions, and not be permitted to evtHbli-jh fastnesses 
in the interior of tl)e country. Such a warfare would force the rebels 
to have armies all over; thdr expenses would be increased; their 
resources would come to an end ; discontent would Increase In pro- 
portion to want; and, sedng that they were the dupes of the Euro- 
pean powers, their eyes wonM open, and they would mther rest 
satisfied with an unlavoraijle result than be the loot-ball of ambitious 
powers who are only looking after their own interests. 

But to make this pfaui successM, new arrangements would have 
to be instituted in Canada. The different posts on the lakes, Niagara, 
etc., would have to be reenforced by at least two thousand men, and 
detachments of from live to six hundred men, under thoroughly 
competent leadei-s, would have to be stationed on the Ohio. Indians 
also, would have to be added to these detachments, to whom should 
be given a carU blanehe^ without restrictions, to do whatever they 
pleased in the rear of the colonies, ttiroughout Vir^la and P^nayl- 
vania. This plan, although it may seem cruel, will nevertheless 
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have to be carrier^ out in the present situation. Pailic would thus he 
increased amoui^ tlie rebels; they would leave those H'i:i(ni>. Mini 
their bcautil'ul settleuieuts would be destroyed. Tiieir army wtnild 
soon be in want of subeistenoo, and with their front barrasscd by oar 
troopii from the Ma Bide, and their rear exposed to the incursions of 
the savages, no other course would be left to them tlian to submit to 
the victors. I siuccrcly trust the ludiaus \s ill uot be obliL't'd to tight, 
for wlieriever the rebels shall oppose lliem with any fom tin v will 
all rua away, and fall back on the regulars bebiiid iliem. These 
i wild men love this kind of warfare, for so long as their natural coarse 

tastes are satisfied they care little for anytlting else. They will 
soon enrich themselves with booty, and regniu tlie respect which 
fhi y ni joyed during the ru1<' of the French, i we ll know that a 
warfare of this kind seems cniel, but it i.s to be excused by the fact 
that order and the public weal will thereby be established. It will 
also be necessary to rally all the Indians fh>m the interior of Canada, 
I and undertake a grand expedition in the direction of Ticonderoga 

dnrinn- hnrveKfing. A portion of the o\p<'dition must be puslird 
down as far as the <Tfrman Flats to destroy the crops, i^rain. provi- 
sions, cattle and the mills; for it is notorious that Wiushington'saxmy 
draws a large part of its subsistence from this section. These detach- 
ments must always be recalled into Canada in the winter. 

Let the nulitia take caro of Great Britain; let your fleets act 
prudently; maintain a defensive ntid judicious warfare in Auifrica 
for a few successive years, and by all mi ans avoid a defeat, and you 
shall see tliat the rebeLi will soon give up such a burdensome war, 
and come to an advantageous peace. You, it is true, shall gain 
I nothing but histing glory, dearly bou^t by the backwardness, inde- ^ 

^ cislonand want of liarmony of your ministers, and by tin- bad man- 

^ uirf'mont of tlie trnoi>s vvlndi were intrusted to jrenerals who were 

not litted for such an e.xaltcd position, cithfr liy tlieii- mehls or 
experience, but obtained it solely by intluLUcc at home, 
j 8bould America see that firmness on the part of England — for 

wMdi slie was formerly characterized — she, of all the powers now 
engaged in war, would soonest make peace; or, in case her stubborn- 
ness has taken too deep root, she wouldherself fall, alter all the Others 
had settled ilu-ir quarrels. 

You will have perceived by my sentiments that I disapprove of all . 
the lengthy and extensive movwients of Lord Cornwallis. Our army 
is too weak to hold so laigo a tract of land ; and we are thus forced 
to scatter ourselves too widel^v whenever we go Into the interior of 
tlif rount ry . The conse(pienee is, that we hazard and receive defeats, 
without obtaining a recompense for our losses. The moment the 

I 
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euemy attempts anything in one Erection, we shoald taXi ba<& and 
strike anotiier toup in anotiier quarter. 
Tlu; puBt at PoTtsroouth is well selected, and is necessary ; but it 

shouM ho plnrprl in n condition strong cnouirh to withstand an attack 
without nreding Hupport iVoni tlic water, while, nl the game time, our 
fleet should also be oi sufficient strength to frustrate all attempts 
upon oar posts fttm the sea. I should lilce to propose the ptadng 
of another post at Falmouth, which has a splendid harbor, and lies 
between BoMon and Penobscot. From tliis place you could tit out 
expeditions atrain^t the provinces of Hampsliire and Massachu- 
setts ; and we could then, also, endeavor to retake Rhode island 
as soon as reenforeements arrived from Europe. Nor will this be 
impossible when the French fleet shall hare sailed thenoe, and our own 
fleet becomes stronger. 

You may laugli at my views, but you yourself desired that 1 should 
commimicate them to you ; and T have now ftdfillcd the wishes of 
a friend, who, I am convinced, will not make an improper use of 
them. 

I am, etc., 

RUSDBSBL. 



COERESTOJNDENCE OF GENERAL RIEDESEL WITH WASHINGTON AND 

GATES. 

General Miedesel to General WasJangton. 

Cambkitob, Jan. 11, 1778. 

Sir: 

Major General Gates, having, at tiu; request of^his excellency, 
Lient^ant General Burgoyne, exchanged a certain number of pri- 
soners of war for an equal number of the Continental army, and 
being farther required to exchange a proportionable number of Ger- 
man officers, who were made prisoners of war, said, " he could not 
enter upon any exchange of the German troops, without an express 
order from t:ongress." 

I have too h^h an opinion of your excellency's justice, to believe 
you would make any distinction between the troc^ of diffisrent 
nations engaged in the same cause, and I am jiersuaded you will 
grant the Jjame indulgence to the prisoners of war of one party, 
which you do to the other, in every respect; but, particularly, in that 
of a fair and equal exchange. I therefore request that you will allow 
a number of the German officers of Genaral Burgoyne's army, pii- 
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soners of war, to be ezchaoged in proportion tt) the number of British 
officers exchanixpd by GffMT)] Gatos; nnd ;is the officers of General 
Burgoyne's family, and those olCJciicra] PliilUpa have been exrhanjred, 
though included in thecouveutiou, I request that the sauieiudulgeuce 
may be granted to my suite. A return of their names, and of the 
officers made piisoneis of war dmiiiif the campaign is inctoeed 
herewith. 

I have the lienor, etc., 

liiEDKbi^^L, Mi^or General. 

Oemnil Wa^dngtoa to Gemral JikdeseL 
' Hbab Quaktbbs, Valiat Forob» Mctreh 81, 1778. 

Sir: 

It is some time since I was honored with yours uf the 11th of Janu- 
ary, to which I should have replied sooner, had I not been obliged to 
wait for an answer from General Gates upon the sabject of your 
letter. He says you neyer applied directly to him for the exchange 

of yourself or any Gorman ofticfTs, citlior of your family or tlic corps; 
but that lit' was loid in Albany, that you ami Major General PhilUps 
had separately applied to Sir William Howe to be exchanged for 
General Lee, and liad been answered, that as General Firescott had 
been first taken, he must be first exchanged. I imaghiei, from the 
foregoing, that General Gates must have misunderstood you, as he 
says he should liav(> had no objection to exchange the foreign as well 
as the British olliccrs. 

Commissioners from me are now negotiating a general exchange 
of prisoners with commissioners from Sir William Howe. If they 
agree upon terms, I sliall not have the least objection to exchange a 
proportion of foreigji as well as British officers. But you will please 
to observe that this is a matter which depends solely upon Sir William 
Howe's i)leasurc ; as he lias a right to demand such officers as he 
thinks proper, for an equal number of equal rank. I should suppose, 
however, that justice to his allies would point out the equity of an 
impartial exchange. 

lam, etc., 

G£o. Washington. 
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(J&mral likdesci to Major (Jeneral Gatej*. 

Oaiibbidge» iVoo. 21, 1778. 

Sir: 

Having flattered myself from day to day that I should have the 
pleasure of Beeing you at Cambridge, I have deferred writing you 

to felicitate you on your safe arrival at Boston ; and I should not 
have i'ailnl of seizing the lii'st opporl unity of waitinir upon you, liucl 
I not Ijct'ii |ti('V0!itr(1 hy an order, wliicli lias l)een in tbrrc ever since 
we have been here, tliat uo ollicer of the couveutiou should be allowed 
to go into Boston. 

As the affairs in relation to money, whidi have detained me here» 
are now settled, and as I intend to set out in a few days, I request 
the favor of being allow ( <] with Madame Riedesel, to go to Boston 
to take leave of yovi and Mrs. Gates, and to return you mnny tliruiks* 
for the eivilitiej^ you have shown lue ever siluce I had the pleasure of 
making your acquaintance. 

I must once more have recourse to your goodness, by requesting 
your assistance in making tlie long journey we are to undertake as 
easy to Madame Hiedesel, myself and family, as possible. 

I take the liberty of requesting an officer to conihut ^iailamc 
Riedesel upon tiie road, and a guard to escort my baggage, and that 
tlie persons belonging to the general staff of tho&e Brunswick 
troops who are still here, and are to accompany me. I beg of yon 
to ^ve a written reqni&ltion to the officer, in order that we may be 
supplied with good quarters on the road, and may receive pro\ isions 
at the i)laccs wiierethey were issued to the troops; upon their inarch. 

You will know liow far this officer and escort can accompany us ; 
and I beg of you to write to the next governor or commander, where 
this officer will be relieved, requesting him to grant me anotheTf as 
well as carts ; and that I may meet with the same accommodations, as 
those whieli you are so good as to alloAV me. 

You will judge whether I shall longer require a passport, signed 
with your name. 

When I Idt Albany, you were so obliging as to give us a Colonel 
8prout, who accompanied Madame Riedescl a little way, and showed 
her every possible attention ; and I should consider myself under 

double obligations to you, sir, if you would send an officer with 
Madame Riedescl, ^vhoj^c behavior and sentiments shall correspond 
with those of Colojiel Sjauut. 

Mfgor Hopkins, deputy quarter master general, acquainted me 
before his departure, that Bqaire Watson of Cambridge, had orders 
to furnish me with carts, and that the number was fixed by Major 
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General Heatli before your arriTal. I will, therefore, not trouble you 

on this poiut. 

A« all my bufincss is xMilnl. 1 inlriid. if you have no objection, 
to set out lienee ou Friday next, the 2Glli iu.^l., and ariive llie same 
day at Worcester. I purpoee sending nway my baggage on Wednes- 
day, which can easily reach Worcester In three days. From Wor« 
cester I shall continue my journey, rtitaiuing the baggage constantly 
by me. I slionlrt be particularly obliged, if you ^vould allow the 
officer who condiuts Madame Riedesel, and the guard for the 
baggage, to be here by Tuesday evening or Weducsdaj' morning. 

SCadame Riedesel desires to join with me hi compliments to Mrs. 
Gates and yourself. 

1 have the honor, etc., 

liiKDE^KL, Major GcueroL 

General SSedeael to Me^ General Gates. 

Bbsbx Court Housis, Januarff 3, 1779. 

Sir: 

After inniini('ral)lc dittieulties and taligues, I arrived liere yesterday 
with Madame Kicdciicl and our little family in good health. Colonel 
Troup leaves me here, and proceeds to Morristown. Gtoeral Lord 
Stirling, who commands at Middle-Brook, in the absence of liis excel- 
lency, General Washington, has been so obliging as to send me a 
Captain Browne, who is to accorn]> :ni\ me to Virginia. 

Allow me, sir, to return you once more my uio^t siiieere thanks 
for your kindness, in sending Colonel Troup with inc. I cannot 
snffidently speak of the politeness and attention he has shown 
Jifocfaune Riedesel and myself on the journey, and the trouble he gave 
himself to alleviate the difficulties, which naturally and unayoidably 
'occur upon such a l<ni<r jonniey. 

Madame liiedcsel begs leave to join nu? in olleriug lier best eom- 
pliments to Mrs. Gates, and in wishing her and you all possible heuliii 
and happiness. 

I have etc., 

lliibDE&BL, Mi^jor General. 

General Riedeul to General Wiuhington, 

Cui-i-K, near Charlottesville, Februaru 10, liTD. 

Sir: 

The great obligatit)ns which I am under to Captain Browne, who 
will have the honor of delivering this letter to your excellency, is the 
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occasion of my taking the liberty to recommend him to your excel- 
lency. This officer was appointed by Lord Stirlinir to accompany 
myself and familj' to the place of our (kstinatiou in Virginiu. The 
great care iie took iu procuring; us the best accommodations and 
conv^encee upon the road, and his attention and endeavon to 
render the long joumcy as little trying as posnble lo Madame Bied« 
esel and to me, call for my highest acknowledgments; and altliough 
tlic recommendation of an officer, by one who is engaged on the 
opposite side of the great ( ausc in dispute, ought to have no weigiit, 
yet the well known sentiments of generosity and hiunanity, which 
your excellency haa teatifled on so many occariona, encourage me to 
recommend C^>tain Browne to your e2Ece11ency*B notice and pro- 
tection. 

Captain Browne can acquaint yonr excellency witli tlie various 
difficulties we encountered, the scarcity of everything upon the road, 
tlie enormous price of every article, and the ungenerous and inhuman 
aentimenta of people at different places. 

Captain Browne can likewise inform yonr excellency of the present 
tnelauclifdy situation of tlu; convention troops; which, however, was 
much wow npon thoir lirst arrival at this. ]>lacc. Wlicn they first 
reached here, tlu y fouiul a tew buililint^s, barracksi in /ta/zw?, but, in fact, 
nothing but Home logs laid one ui>ou another, without any covering, 
and the snow three feet deep on the ground. The troops have nohly 
borne their dbtress, and are now employed in building th^ own 
barracks, which would have been finished long since had there not 
been such a scarcity of tools. I must confess that, according to the 
description which we l>ad i^nvcn us before our departure from Cam- 
bridge, I expected to liave found a more plenlil'ul country, and one 
better able to maintain such a number of troops. Bat I am fiur flrom 
wishing to trouble your excellency with compl^nts, as I am fully 
sensible that we are not in this situation by yonr excellenQr's orders. 

Your excellency will allow me to assnrp yon of the respectful sen- 
timents with whi< h T lia\ e tlie honor of being your excellency's 
most obedient and most humble servant. 

BiBPBMW., Ht^OT GeD<«al. 

Geueml Riedewl to iienoral Wmhingtoii. 

BfiTHLBHEif , IN Fbnkstlvaitia., OcL 13, 1779. 

Sir: 

Your exc^ency, I hope, will have the goodness to excuse my 
troubling you with this letter. I do it Arom motives of justice to Mr- 
Randolph, the gentleman who will have the honor of didlvering it to 
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yon. I beg to recommend him to the knowledge of your exce11en<7, 

a=; the person to whom Colonel Bland, the comniandant at Cliarlottes- 
viile, gave theconimiSMon of condnctinir the officers nnd hri£rirnire of 
my family to Elizabethiown, I liaviug, as you, sir, must have been 
apprised, taken the route before, in company with Major Geueml 
PhilUps. 

The great care which Mr. Randolph has taken to render the journey 
as pleasant as possibln to thf« officer? of my suite, tlie politeness helms 
shown to tlieni, and the exactness with whic h he has executed his 
orders, call for my best acknowledgments, and have induced me to 
mention this genUeman to yonr ^ccdlency. 

I will not enter upon the subject of my detention^ asMi^or Oeneral 
Phillipahaa writtento your exodlency, and nuist have fully explained, 
with his own. my sentiments upon that affair; but the pleasing pro- 
spect I had ot going to New York was heightened, from it becomin in 
a manner necessaiy to my health (which has lately been declining 
under a slow fever), which change of cJimate alone wilt cure. Hy 
dlaappointm^t Is in proportion to the flattering prospect I had of 
Tisiting my Mends. Tour exc^ency may thr rofore judge how severely 
I must feel upon returning. i!i my present slate of health, to Yirginia» 
where I am certiiin my health must sutler from the climate. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest personal respect, etc., 

BiBUBBBL, Major General. 

Qeneral Washington to General Riedesd. 

Hi&AD Q17ABTBBS, Wbst Poorr^ Oct. 23, 1779. 

Sii-: 

I haye had the honor to receive yonr letter of the 12th hy Mr. Ran- 
dolph. 

It ^ves me pleasure to learn that this yotmg gentleman's attentions, 
during your journey, has been such as to deserve your approbation. 

I beg leave to refer you to my letter to Major General Phillips for 
my answer to Ids request iu your favor. I sympathize with your 
poor state of health, and very sincerely wish an alteration for the 
better, which I hope will result from your change of situation. 

I am, ptc, 

Q£o. Wasuikoton. 
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OeneraH Rkde»d to Oenaral Weaihmgtm. 

Bethlehem, Oct. 29, 1779. 

Sir: 

Yesterday eTening I was honored with your exoellracy's letter of 
the 28d of Octuljcr, in answ^ to mine sent by Mr. Randolph; and 

Major General Phillips lias conunmiicatcd to me that part of 
ynnr Idler to fiini which con( <Tns mc I return your excellency ni}' 
wurinesi iliankn tor the interest you take in my indisposition, and 
am persuaded that whenever my disagreeable situation can be 
changed, everything will be done by you to forward it. 

Your excellency mentions, in Major General Pliillips's letter, that 
I miizht re])rr?(»nt the ill st;if<' of my lioalth to the Aiiin ionn roriLTf^s; 
but when i consiilt r tliai the sole motive which (U'lciiniufd mt' to 
undertake the very long journey trom ('liarlollesville to Eliza- 
betlitown, was a letter from your excellency to Colonel Bland — 
the contents of which he communicated to me — I place my whole 
confidence and deix-ndence entirely npon jour excellency, under 
wliosc hnnicfliflte direr tioti-s T coTircivo mvfelf to he. These reasons, 
also, were niy inducements to lake the liberty ot giving you a laiUiful 
description of the total change in my health ; and I am convinced 
that whenerer your excellency may think proper to make a repre- 
sentation of these facts to the American congress, setting forth the 
drcumstanccs which I have mentioned, it would have much greater 
weight, and, indeed, could not fail of sfieccs^, than any address from an 
individual to the American congress, a bod3' to whom I am unknown. 

It is through your excellency's kind intentions that I am in this 
place, and as the very impaired state of my health is now known to 
to you, I cannot, sir, doubt your generous sentiments in procuring 
me permission tn "o into New York, at least for so long a time as 
niny lie necessary to reestablish my health ; for whicli I shall always 
consider myself under great obligations to 3*our excellency. 

I have, etc., 

RiBDEBBL, Mi^or General. 

QenenA SkS^ to Cfeneral WaiMnfftm. 

Bbooki^yi«, April, 1781. 

Sir: 

Seyeral German officers of the Saratoga convention, having applied 

to me to be exchanged on account of tlieir particular i)rivatc affairs, 
T made a ref|uisition, accoixlingly. upon M ijoi- (;« nt nd T*hillips to 
propose such u thing to your cjcccllency. In answer to my request, 
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Gaieral Flilllips communicated to me your letter of tlie 85th of 

Jnminrv, to his ( xccllciu y, Sir Henry Clinton, in whif li the proposed 
change niude by Major General Piiillips- to yon. i^ii, on the 2:Jd of 
December last, is agj-ecU to, aud, cousetiui-uily, involves in it those 
Gennan officers who were included in proposition, tliough not nomi- 
nated at tliAt time. 

In consequence of your excellency's acquiescence in this mensnrc, 
I delivered to Major General Phillips a list of those officers for u houi 
I Iw^ggud the exchange, which, he assures me, has been Ibrwarded 
in his last proposiils made between the British and Auicrican com- 
missary generals of prisoners on tlie 8d of JKUrcti. 

As all the British officers, for whom Major General Phillips asked 
an exchnngf, liavc ady un ived without one German officer being 
included iu their luunbi r, I presume the before iiu niioned list has 
not reached your ext-eliency; for I am convinced that you, sir, 
vould be guided \ij the same impartiality toward one nation as 
another. I therefore take the liberty of repeaUng Mi^or (general 
FhiUips's request, that yon would have the goodness to exchange the 
German officers mentioned in said list (a eoj>v of wliicli I herewith 
inclose), and to give your orders for those geutlcmeu to be scut to 
New York. 

Mi^or Mdbom, of my dragoon regiment, and Ensign Udbom, of 
my hifontry regiment, belonj^g to the troops of his serene highness, 

the duke of Brunswick, luivinir liecn made prisoners of war a few 
days since on Lonjr islantt, I slinll atlrilmtc it all to your excellency's 
kindness, if these two ollieeis are pennittetl to ctnne to New York 
on parole. The infirm state of JIajor Meiborn's health claims parti- 
cular attention, and I shall make use of every interest in my power, 
with his excellency genml, Sir Henry Clinton, to procure the per- 
mission for their ezcliange, if your excellency will please give your 
approbation. 

I am, etc., 

RuEDBBBii, Mi^or GeoeraL 

General WasJiingtou to General limhsel. 

Head Quarters^ New Wisdsob, May 11, 1781. 

Sir: 

I have been honored with your &vor of April, with no particular 
date. Either you must have been misinformed as to the letters, 

whidi passed from General PhllUps to tnc, of the 23d December, and 
from iiic to Sir Tlcnry Clinton, on the of Jainiary, in answer, or 
you must have misunderstood them. Y'ou will observe that I acceded 
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only to the excliiiiige ot the Britibh officers, pixrticulHily uained in 
General Phillips's letter. I reAised hU proposal of iiermUting an inde* 
tennlnate number of British or German ofllcers to be sent to Kew 
York at the discretion of BrigJidicr General Hamilton. 

Some tinu- nftpr, proposals for a furtlier I'xdinnge, Iwarinu^ date the 
3d of March, iuid in which are incliKhd ihc Germnn officers, whose 
names you mention, were commuuic-alcd lt» lac by commi:>sary 
general of prisoners, to which 1 did not think proper to accede, as I 
conceived the exdiange of Ueutenant General Bui^jne was nnrea- 
sonably ddaye<1. My answer and in^^tnu'tions ui>on this head haTe 
been communicittr il hi full tn Mr Li>riii<r V»y Mr. Skinner. 

Were T inclined to partiality in favor of tlie Rritish oltic*ers, I have 
no power to exercise it, as lUc choice of tlie objects of exchange does 
not lie with me. 

4Lt your particular request, I have given ordera to have M^jor and 
EntAgn Meibom sent into New York upon parole. 

lam, etc. 

Geo. Wasbinotom. 

General Bkdud to General Wa»h£n(ftim. 

80BBL, June 21, 1788. 

Sir: 

I beg leave, herewith, to intrt>duce Lieutenant Danier, of the 
Brunswick troops, and to request your excellency will permit him to 
have paasports to go to New York by land and return by the same 
route, on business which concerns only the interior and particular 
economy of llie troops T have the honor to command. The pacific 
siUmtion of affairs emboldens nio to prefer this recpiest, and T stispend 
further ajiology that 1 may sei7,e llie occasi<m, before leaving this con- 
tinent, (if c-ongratulatiug your excellency on the blessed return of 
peace, and of wishing perfect union and proqierity to the two coun- 
tries, and to yon, sir, every personal happiness and domestic happiness 
it can produce; 

I have, etc., 

RiBDESBL, Major Genoral. 

General Wasliingion to General JUedeeeL 

Head Quabtbbs, Juljf 14, 1783. 

Sir: 

I had the satisfaction of receiving your polite letter of the 21st June 
by Lieutenant Danier, and the particular pleasure of complying with 
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your lequ^t, by granting the pns^^pnrts you nuMitioneil for that 
gentleman to proccetl to Xew York and return ajruin to Canada. 

Had this request net dcd any apology, which i beg you to believe 
it did not, your very agreeable congratulations on the hai)py return of 
peace, with the benevolent wishes which yon are pleased to ( \ press 
for the future fKendly union and intercourse of the two countries, and 
for ray own personal happiness and domestic enjoyment, would have 
formed a most pleasing one. I j)ray you, fir, to believe that my best 
and most devout wishes lor your safe reuuii to your own country, 
attend you, as well as for your ftiture happiness, prosperity andgloiy. 

The Baron Steuben will do me the &Tor to place this in your hand. 
This gentleman is instructed by me to form some arrangements with 
General Ilaldimand, respeetino: the e\< '-ntion of the seventh article of 
the provisional treaty, and receiving possession of the posts, now 
under his direction, and hi the occupation of the BriUah trooi)s, which 
are ceded by treaty to the United States. 

As an officer of distmclion and reputation, as a foreigner, and as a 
gentleman of agreeable and polished manners, I be?r leave to recom- 
mend tlie bnron to your particular att<-ntion and civilities, l>elieving 
that your !;oodness will extend to him every aid iu the prosecution 
ot his tour, and the execution of his commission, that shall Uc within 
your power. 

I am, etc., 

QfiO. Wabhinoton. 



SOMETHING IN RELATION TU WAHUINGTON'S ATTACK ON THE 
HES8L\X YAOEllS, UNDER LIEUTENANT COLONEL VON WI7BMB, AT 
FOBT INDBPBNDSNCE, JULY 8, 1781. 

Brooklyn, July 4, 1781. 

Your honor's letter of June 8th besides the news it gives me re- 
specting the operations of the army, causes me to rejoice greatly, since 
it tells me of your improved health and the healing of your wound. 

The Frencli l roops, in connection with Washington, show symptoms 
of nttaekint^ New York. Lientcnnuf Colonel Von Wurmb went day 
beiore yesterday on a reconnoitering expeilition. In the coui"se of it, 
he was attacked, and the brave Captain Von liau dangerously 



1 Major Ewald wu ooe of tbe best Henlan offlcers. Bo mbMqaontlr entered the 
Danish Bcrricc, and became commander In cblef of tbe Daaieh army. He Is sleo 
Jcnown as a mlUlJuy author. 
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wounded in the breast. Ye»lerday the lieutenant colonel was again 
attacked, but he flrmly resisted the onset of the enemy. I do not, as 
yet, know the extent of his loases. 

If it be possible for your honor to ascertain where our German 
troops of the Saratoga convention are at presmt, you will greatly 
oblige me by informing of iW 

With constant esteem, etc., 

RiBDESEL. 

Ijetfer of the Ifem'tin General Von T/tsffmrg to Gmeral Von lUef^ud. 

I had tlie lioimr yi sterdny lu rcrcivc your honor's Idler, for wliieh, 
as also the cougraUilations you tliereia express on my promotion, I 
eincerely thank you. 

A corps of General Washmgton, of about 4,000 men, and, according 
to some reports, still stronger, yesterday approached the lines of 
Lieutenant Colonel Von Wumib, witli the corps of yagers, and 
attacked the pickcis l)ct\ve<'ii Corlliindt's house anil Fort Inde- 
pendence. Tlu* ri hcis, allhough reentbrced, retreated into the woods, 
and the yagers occupied an advantageous position that had been 
intrusted to the former. They lost three in killed. One office and 
twenty-five of their privates were also wounded. 

Ac'cordinsr to intclliixf'ncp just received, (Jeneral Wa.shington 
marched this morning with his army (which is stated to number at 
present between seven and eight thousand men), to White Plains. 
Bereral of the llirmers say that the principal portion of Uiis corps was 
composed of Frenchmen. It seems most likely to be the legion alone. 

I have, etc., 

McQOT EwcJd to Qfineral JSiedesU. The engagement at Jametitnm. 

Suffolk, Jtt^f 20, 1781. 

Dear Major General : 

I yesterday received your kind letters of June 2<id and July 5th, 
and thank you for your remembrance. 

Notwithstanding every one expected that my Lord Ck)mwalli8 
would wait in Williamsburg imtil the great heat had passed, the 
army left its camp on the 4th of July, crossed the James river near 
Jamestown, and mnrched on Suttblk where the ariny now is. Mon- 
sieur Le Martpiise received on the Oth the false news, tiiat my Lord 
Cornwallis had crossed the James river, with the largest portion 
of his army, with the intuition of catching up with rear guard. 
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Monsieur, thereupon, took five thousand men and six field pieces, 

and, h\ the afternoon, nttncked the advanced posts of the nmiy at 
Jamestown, Lord Cornwallis allowed the enemy to approach close 
to his lines, when he marched out witli the light infantry and the 
80th, 76th and 48d r^iiments, beat hlui, captured fbree cannon, and 
recrofised the rivw on the 7th. 

The enemy's sick and wounded must amount to seTeral hundred, 
while our loss is not ahove t*i^?hty. 

The enemy have not yet crosse<1 the JnmP3. ii is expected that it 
will unite with the army of General Green who has been so often 
whipped. On our aide, it is thought that so many men will be taken 
fSrom Comwallis (probably for the defense of New York) that we can 
no longer jK't on the offensive. The army of Marquise de Lafayette 
nnmhers nine thousand men ; and if a jnuetion should be formed 
between the French and Washington, and the tad become known to 
the Americans, a great increase of the rebel army would be the 
result May Heareu protect us against an additional force of the 
French. 

I am sincerely sorr^' for the severe wonnd of Captain IIjui, and for 
the other brave men who fell in tb<' two engagements. T eontiibuted 
largely on my part, lor I have now only seveuty-six men left. 

It is thought that this army win leave Us camp and marcdi to 
Portsmouth, a very unpleasant place. I diould greatly dread an 
attack there on account of its miserable location. Should a French 
fleet meditate an attack upon the place, it would certainly disembark 
troops at Lynhaven bnv. occupy the county of Princess Anna, and 
cannonade Portsmoutii from the rear, where it is greallj' exjiosed. 
And just as. sure as Kew York would be lost by the capture of 
Brooklyn, consequent upon the French becoming masters of the 
sound, just so certainly would Portsmouth be lost by a landing at 
Princp«;«t Anna. Should anything else worthy of mention OOCUT 
here I will not fail to acquaint you with it. 



GENEIIAL lilEDESEL TO GENEKAL KNIPHAUSEN, COMMANDER OF THE 

HESSIAN TROOPS. 

Quebec. Sept. 29, 1781. 

I have the honor to announce to you my safe arrival here on the 
12th of September. We had a long and unpleasant voyage ; and the 
last of our ships have but just readied here. 

General Haldimand readily actiuiesces in sending part of your regi- 
ment to New York, though he regrets to part with a portion of the 
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H^ans and their commander Colonel Von Bork, wiUi both of whom 
he is BO well aatisfled. 
It is said that during the entire stay of the Hessians here, not a ringle 

instiince of discord 1ms hccn known between tliem and the different 
nationalitieB, and llic inhabitants. General Loos, who cinnniandis iu 
the lower Cauada under Ualdiinand, has gained the entire contidence 
ftf both the latter and the Englishmen. The HsMlans love him equally 
well. 

General Haldimaiul has divided all the troops here into two divisions. 
The riiiht, or the PiUghsh winLj-, hasheen sxiveii toCeneral Clarke, and 
the left, or the German, lo mo. Brigadier Loos conimandB, under me, 
the German liooiis at (Quebec, and Brigadier JSpecht those ot the Ger- 
mans that are In the vidnity of MontreaL 

Lieutenant Bitter of your excellency's regimrat, who acts as 
brigadier major to Brigadier Loos, is almost indispensable both on 
account of his versatility in the English language, and his own good 
compaetemetit in commanding the regiments of the different nation- 
alities. Haldimand is desirous of having Loos lielp him. I am con- 
vinced your excellency will not take offense at the detention of ihia 
oflScer. 

Hoping that the army will have the good fortune to senre your 

excellency another year in America, 1 again recommend tt) your 
protection the convention troops, and trust tlint you will, through 
your inllnencc wiili Sir Henry Clinton, hrin;,' about a partial if not a 
complete ekauge in Iheir cunditiou. Without tlie aid of your ex- 
cellency, these poor men arc ^tirdy forsaken. 

My wife, who will never lose her high regard for your excellency, 
dcsiies, with my entire fkmily and godchild, to be remembered. 

I am, etc., 

RlBDlSSKL. 



DEPARTURE OF LORD < oifWVALLlH ,\NI> THE IIEHSLVN GBNEBAL 
KNIPIIAUSEN TU KUROPK, IN Tllli YEAR ITSl. 

ExtraUfrom a Letter of the Hessian Goloiwi Von Umaradfrom 
New York to General liiedesel. 

Lord Cornwall is arrived here on the 19th of November, and shortly 
after continued his journey to Enirland. Since the unfortunate 
surrender of his i)ost a large portion of the hostile army have been 
detached to the south. General Leslie and the skillful engineer 
artillery major, Moncrief, were ordered to proceed to Charleston and 
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place that poat in a better defenilTe oondiiion. But up to this time 

nothing of any aoootmt has been nlteinpted agtiinst it. 

Confnirv to all exfx^rtntions, Lieutenant (General Sir Guy Oarleton 
arrived here an the oili of 3Iay, to relieve Sir Henry Clinton of the 1 
command. Lieutenant General Von Kniphauscn, also, after repeat- 
edly askiiig to be ralieved, Anally obtained permiMion to resign. A 
frn at dinner was thereupon given to thCM two generalft by all the 
Engli^li stiifT officer-, of which over two htmdrcd jx'fsons partook. 
General Clinton having lumetl over his foiiiiiuiiul to ('arh ton, and 
Kniphausen having resigned his to Lieutenant General lj088t>erg, the 
two generals embarked, on the 13th of May, on board the adminaVa 
Bhip and the frigate Peari amid the thunder of nineteen cannon. 
The embarkation took plac< at Fori (n orge. Tlu- Fortieth regiment, 
at that time in i:arrison at New York, and tiine liundred Hessian 
grenadiers, iin(I< r eommand of Tiieutcnant (ii nt ral Von Linsing, 
forraefl on this oeea.sion two lines troni the qunrlers of General Kiiip- 
hausen to tlie English head quiu-ters where both generals eatored the 
boat 

On the 20th the irarrison of this island were reviewed by the new 
commander in chief. The garrison on Long island, also, undcrwr iit 
a review, on the 21*^t. between Brooklyn anrl .Tamaica. Carlcton 
expressed his satislkelion with both reviews. New Y<irk is now 
being fortified by batteries and works running fl*oni the East to the 
North river; and the work is so diligently pressed, that, Induding the 
militia, dght hundred men are daily employed. 

Qtneral Riedmi ta Colonet BomrocL 

QuBBBC, October 16, 1780. 

I received the two letters of my best friend, dated respectively ICay 
39th and August 10th, a few days since by the fleet, containing our 

convention oftirers. Tlic joy 1 had on reroivincr tliem. is inilcscribable. 

The prospects ot" jx ace are believe<i hen- alinosl as strongly as they 
are with you ; but within the last Iburteen days we have heard the 
contrary 1^ an express frigate with dispatchoi to General Haldimand, 
and I should not be in the least surprised at still seeing my dear 
friend Romrod in Canada. Time will show whether or not I am 
mistaken. We have spent this year very qtiictly here : nnd, altliouijch 
I command the chain of on t posts, I have seen no enemy save a few 
prisoners of war who were brought in from time to time by my 
scottls. I am at present in camp with eight regiments on the Isle 
anx Noiz, were I am foitifylng a very Ihvorable position. General 
Loos, with three r^ments, is on the other side of the St. Lawrence 
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opposite Queb< c Tlie other regiments of our army are distrilmted 

here and tlierc in single posts and ^rarrisons. The troop?, I presume, 
will go into w inter qnarters the beginning of next mouth, when I 
sliall very probably take up my old quarters in Sorcl, and command 
tbe same diBtricte aa last year. 

At Borel} where my head quarters are, I have a good, comfortable 
house, which (General Haklimand ha ! i t i-parcd for me. I have 
laid out then* myself a very larij:^ irtirdcn. Tliis, with the adjoining 
land, furnislns nie with sufficient pastime, well us support for niy 
family hikI cattle. In fact, I am as much of a fiiruier as my duties 
will allow me to be. 

My wife hins been very well of late. She is in good spirits, and Is 
near her conflnenn nt. May fortune grant that it may be a son 1 
Gusta is my niilkmaid, and her sister does nothing but collect 
the news of which she keeps a diary. All the children, thanks to 
God, are well. 

I have come here for a few days to make some arrangements in 
regard to the officers and recruits who arrived firom New York. 
My wife not knowing any tiling of my receiving a letter firom you, 

lia<? not asked iiic to send her ronipliments ; but T can safely do it in 
her name, as she, together \s ith all my family, always remember your 
honor with a never ending friendship. 

I romain, etc., 

BOiDISflBL* 



PLAN OF Sm HENRY CLINTON FOR A DIVERSION (WITH THB 00- 
OPERATION OP CANABA) THROUGH THE CHESAPEAKE HIQHLANDS 

AND IT THE POTOMAC, SUSQl'EUANNAH, ETC., COMMLTNICATED IN 
CONFIDENCE TO MAJOR GENRRAL RiRDRtiEL WITU ORDRRS TO 
OOMMTTNICATE IT TO GENERAL HAU>IWAND. 

As there can be no doubt — judgin^^ hy the news from Europe, 
and by intercepted letters from French olhcers, under Rochambeau, 
to the Frendi consul in Philadelphia <^ that there is an intention, at 
the present time, to attach Canada, General Clinton hopes that Gene- 
Tx\\ Haldimand will be able to spare two thousand men for an expedi- 
tion from Niagara, Lake Erie and Presqu'isle, aj?ainst Fort Pitt, the 
Ohio river, and the settlenu iiis in tlie rear of Virginia and Penns}^- 
vania. Such an undertaking would greatly facilitate an expeditiou 
firom the Chesapeake highlan<ls, which, it is hoped, wUl be the more 
BQCcessfhl, from the supposed willingness of the settlers along tbe 
Ohio to submit to tbe government of Great Britain on tlic condition 
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that thoy shall be entirely separated from Vii^gmia and Penn^lvania 

aud form a distinct province. 

AH secestuiry magazines for provisions, artillery, baggage, etc., 
having been erected al Niagara, it is thought that the corps from 
Canada will be able to cross Lakr Erie in vessels and occupy a 
<<lron!2r position on Preft(nri>lf. lli ic. it could establish itself in such 
a manner, by fortificalinns. {t<., that there would be no danger 
either of its being driven out by superior nunibcrh or its retreat being 
cut off by water. 

And eren if we should not succeed in capturing PresquHsle hj 

surprising Fort Pitt, we would soon ascertain the sentiments of the 
people along tlie Ohio. If tlu y an* foniid to be favorable to the kinir, 
and willing to defend the detilcs in the Alh irhany mountains ami 
Blue Kidge, a foothold miglit l>e gained after a wlule at Fort Pitt, 
and two posts established at Shenango and Venango. .Thus, com- 
munications would be kept up between Fort Pitt and' Presqu'isle, 
a circumstance which would greatly facilitate the incursions of the 
savages in carrying destruction on the rear of Virginia aud Peuusyl- 
vania. 

Fort Pitt could not be taken either by cunning or surprise, and 
we should find ourselves entirely deceived inr^;ard to the sentiments 
of the people along the Ol iio, we would have to be content with the 

capture of Pres<iu'isle. T\n< post should then be made as strong as 
possible, w hile, at the same time, w e could push forward and establish 
two posts at Slienango and Venango, protected by two redoubts, and 
thus preserve the water communication. The Indians would have 
to be sent to those posts in advance, with orders to devastate the 
country as much as was consistent with prudence and caution. 

The officer, in command of tlu' Canadian porp«. must await in this 
position the resnlt of the e.xpediliui. nmlertakcn from Chesapeake 
bay ; aud, through messengers, he must be in constant communica- 
tion yfith. the general in command. He must, also, do all in his power 
to afford him support, by a prudent cooperation. 

Sir Henry Clinton, in oi il< i- to conceal the real intention of this ex- 
pedition, will pn t(>n<l to start -witli a small corps from the 'Moliawk 
river to Oswego, as if lor the purimse of capturing Fort Stanwix. 
This corps shall devastate the country as far as lies in llieir power, 
and shall return to Oswego after a certain time. 

If the fleet on Lake Cliamplain could, at the same time, 'vdthafew 
Canadian volunteers and nmgets, make a few excursions to Ticonde- 
roga and Fort fJeorire mid <'ven beyond, this third expedition wonkl. 
as u matter of course, confuse the enemy still more, especially when 

32* 
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he found himself, in addition to all this, attacked Bimultaneously in 
Carolina, Virginia, and Maryland. 

Grneral Sir Iknry Clinton rxpocts to lie able to undertake his ex- 
pedition inunediately upon the phin of Washintrtnn and Rochanihcan 
heiiiir known. This will probahly tJiUe jilrifc in the middU* of winter 
or at the bt^iuuiug ot spring ; but tlie diversion from Canada must 
come off aa near the aame time as hia aa possible, since the nearer to- 
gether they are, the better results he expects iVom it. For he deems 
the surest method of putting an end to the revoluti(*ii, to be in sepa- 
rntinir the inhnhitnnts along tho Ohio and Kentuclcy irom tlic other 
revolted provinces. 



PLAN OK AX EXPEDITION FROM CANADA AOArVST THE OHIO T^TA'ER 
AND ALl.KCHANY MOI NTAINS AND liLl E KIDGE. IN COOFEliATION 
WITH \\ EXPEDITION OK THE AHMY OK NEW YORK AGAINST 
MOI NT I HESAPI AKE. DRAWN UP BY GENBKAL BIEDB8EL IN 1781, 

FOR GENERAL ( I.INTON. 

Tlie army uf Cnnuda eonsiyts of the Hth, 2lMh. :nst, :Mth, 44th, and 
the 5ikl rej^iments, one linndred and lifty men oi ihe 4Tth, a battalion 
of the 84tli, Sir John Johnson's regiment, Yessop's battalion of pro- 
Tincials, six Brunswick battalions (whieh, on account of thesmallness 
of tlieir number, are formed into three), one tmttalion of Hanau yagers, 
one half a battalion of Hanau infant ly, one Hessian battalion, one 
battjilion Anhalt Zerbst, and the dragoon regiment. Tlie whole, with 
the exception of the Hth inluntry, already destined for the defense of 
the upper lakes, if we count each battalion at four hundred men, 
amounts to six thousand troops. Suppose then, that we could spare 
two thousand five hundred regular troops during the season of the 
year, when u t'reneh invasion from the seaboard need nc^t lu' feared, I 
would prof>n'«e, since the fleets on the hikes ' are amply suUicient to 
protect the trontiers of Canada in the tlireeiitm oi Albany, thai four 
battalions of inHuitiy, three companies of yiigcrs, and thr^ com- 
panies of Canadians, with a proportionate amount of artill^, be sent 
to Niagara in ressels. Meanwhile, the ollieers of the 8th k Lrimcnt, 
before setting out, should collect as many Indians as possihlr, and the 
war vessels should be rendezvoused at tlie mouth of Lake Eric, op- 
posite ^Niagara. 

It would be necessary also, to supply this corps not only with the 
guns necessary for battalions, but with cannon with which to mount 



> Cbamidain and Geoi9e> 



TO am. BIEDE8BV8 CAMPAIGN. 



253 



the forts thai will have to he established for Uu; <^onimunieation with 
the lake?; wlion this corps shall have ndvaneed toward fh<' Oliio. 

Corrt'spoiuling pri'parations should likewise be made for provisions, 
hospital supplies, l)agga<re, ammunition and the eugincer division; 
and a talented and active man sent ahead to Niagara to make the 
neccss^aiy arrangements as soon as tin' (^Npedition sliall have t)een 
undertaken. All tlii-, ( ould be done under tlu' prtnoxf. that an at- 
tempt against NiaLraia was feared, and it wn<*, tlierefore, necessary to 
be placed in a tlioroughly defensive coudilion. 

The troops uiion arriving at Niagara, should locate a post near the 
mouth of Lake EriC} and vessels, artillery^ baggage and tents trans- 
ported to the carrying place. After tliis is all accomplished, the 
troopc must march to J.ake Erie, eniliark, and land on the cast side 
of tiie lake at a uivcn point, perhapn Presqu'isle. The moment they 
arrive there, two deiaehmeuts, composed of yjigere, Canadians, and 
provincials, should be sent forward to get a footing at Shcnaugo, 
and afterwards at Venango. The Canadians are to operate in front 
of tli( se detachments, while the major part of the expedition remains 
at Pie.squ'isle, to jiut it in a suitable condition for bein<r the great 
rejidezvDu.s. An etfoi t should also l>e made, if possible, to have the 
Indians, aupporled by the advance guard, capture Fort Pitt cither 
by canning or a surprise. This fort is said to be situated at a distance 
of ninety miles by land from the old French road. In this case the 
expedition should Ix^ undertaken as soon as there is a clianeo to 
march in llie direction of Venango, which can be done on vessels 
down llie xiUegimay river. A post, however, in a redoubt, must be 
left at Shcnango. When we arc masters of Fort Pitt, we shall soon 
see wliat are the sentiments of the inhabitants of that region. If they 
are willing to submit to the government of the king and defend 
themselves, I believe we risk nothing In occupying Fort Pitt with the 
ySgers and one regiment of rcLrnlars, as it can rcenforeed either 
by laud or water as is thought best. It will also lie well, perhaps, to 
build a few gunboats to protect the navigation from one post to 
another. As soon as we have a foothold at Fort Rtt, the Indians 
can be sent into the Alleghany mountains, and thence still farther to 
the source of the Potomac, as far as the Cumberland and tlie Juniata 
j i\ er, \\ liieh empties near Frankstown, into the Susquehannah river. 
If tlie settlers ou the Ohio are willing to t&ke up arms, or to place 
outposts in the firont of Fort Pitt, between the Monongahela and the 
Sonykigany rivers totheir left, then a post in the passes near Fort 
Ligonier and Conemak Oldtown can be established. As soon as the 
other or cojiipleritentarv cvpedition from the Chesajx'akc is on the 
way, the uiuuwuvrcs of both armies will become more iu iiurmony 
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with each other; and bodies of r^lar troopa can, every little while, 

hv sent out in advunce from riirlil to li-ft, without much risk, until 
there is rmt n linstil* jK.<t 1( fl this si<le of Fort Pitt. I iH-lieve tlmt 
Fort Pitt is t(M> tar olf to risk an eng^a^^ement witli the enemy — taking 
liito view the distance for retreat in case of defeat — but I also believe 
tliat we may attacic, and act on the defensive near Sbenango and 
Venango (if Uie enemy Yciitun s so tar), as it would then be almost 
impossible for us to be cut ofl" from tlu^ rendezvous at Presqn i^l<% 
whfr(! we could take to our Iniats. If, however, the inhabitanlR 
sliould act witli us, we could act more powerfully, and the raugers 
of the left wing might lie sent on a raid into Virginia and Pennsyl- 
vania. It would also be of great and important benefit, if Win- 
chester — a city of considerable imjtortance on the main road from 
Phihidt'lphin In ^'irirhiiii — could be destroyed, and if incursions 
could Ih" made ui)on w liat h cnlled the grfit iniiftHt nnul. Thus all 
commuuicutiun between the nortliern and southern provinces would 
be destroyed. Bnt snppoHing that the enemy, which is not veiy likely t 
sliould rally a large force white the expedition was getting under 
way fr«)ni the Chesapeake — and supposing again that it would Ije 
dnnirerous to support tliis r\|H (liti(iii even as lar as Vennniro — we 
could easily fall back uu uur n /\ ous at Pres<iu'isle ; and as the 
enemy could uol remain iu this ngion, w e could follow him every 
time lie retreated. 

The rest of this expedition depends on local drcumstance< rc<rarding 
which ! cm make no conjectures, not being acciuaiiitcil with the 
country iiiiy further than what I liave learned from the map. 

A corps constructed ou similar principled to Uic above, might 
operate in the same manner in this section, until the French prepare 
for an invadon of Canada in earnest, in which case I think our troops 
could be back at Montreal in tw o months. 

For the pMrfv)se of deceivinj^ the enemy in rey^ard to tlie real object 
of this expeiliiinn, another corps, consistinsr of ^loliawk Indians, 
one yiiger con»pany, the reginu iit of Sir Jtihn Johnson, and supplied 
with vessels, artiller} , etc., miglit proceed to Oswego, repair the fort 
in that place, and extend its operations as fhr as Fort Stanwlx and 
the QermfUi Flats. This would greatly puzzle the rebels ; but in case 
of sneh an expeditinn iH-ing undertaken, we nuist not y>/vA t<»do it: 
the works ul Fori ►Slaawix must aciunUy be destroy< il. and in l asc we 
are forced by a superior force of the enemy to fall back ou Oswego, 
this post must be kept at all hazards until General Haldlmand thinks 
it advisable to gather together alibis forces into tlie interior. 

The entire fleet, also, must be sent from St. John to Crown point, 
as soon as the season of the year permits IL Migor Carleton, with 
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tbe rangers, sjivagcs fVora the interior of Canada, and CanadUm 
volunteers, will be of tliis party. They ^vill then make rauls upon 
Tieontleroga, Lake OonrLjc and Alhj^ny, but ihismuj;! he dniic with 
great caution, so as not to be surpris^ed, or injure the ilanisliire grants 
called the province of Yermont. Crown pobit will always remain the 
rendezvous for the raiders, and the fleet wiU always cover this post 
as long as the season of the year allows. I believe there is nothing 
to hinder this plan, e.xcept that it will be impossible to eross the upper 
St. Lawrence at\er the month ot Octotter; that the irannportation of 
provisions and baggage from Montreal to Isiagara, so late in the 
season, will be connected with difficulties; and that the Indians can 
only be rallied at a eei tain season of the year. I, however, also be- 
lieve lliMt these impediments can easily be overeon\e. A certain 
Captain Twiss, who was empUived by General Pliillip*jin the cam- 
paigns of 1770 and 1777, Usis solved (iuestious which .seemed impossible. • 
He is now in Canada. 

I beg you will excuse it if the names of places and rivers are given 
incorrectly in tliis plan. I have had only a general map to assist me, 
which renders it imposublc to give them with accunM^.' 



A PLAN BV WHICH IT MAY BE POSSIBLE SO TO WEARY THE AMERI- 
CAN PROVINTES THAT IT SHALT; NOT 15E Fd^SIKLK F<Ut THEM TO 
PAY THE EXPENSES OF THE WAIC WKi'i'lEN BV iiENEKAL RIED- 
BSBL, NO DATS GIVEN. 

1st. A corps of the mahi army under the immediate command 
of the general in chief of North America, consisting of twenty-four 

battalions, two regiments of dragoons, with sufficient artillery at 
New York city. New York island, Long island, .md Staten island; 
a large, aiid carefully arranged fort on Long island, and on Statea 
island for the defense of the narrow passage of Sandy hook ; a well 
planned fort for the defense of the narrow channel between Jersey 
and Staten island ; another one on Long Island for the defense of the 
narrow.^ it IT< 11-ate, and to save troops as far as possible; a nava' 
force, under the chief admiral, consisting of four ships of the line ana 



' .\lthouf,'h the plan, ^'Ivou by Clinton to Rii-dc-cel forllaldiinaiKl, ii? j;ivcn fiivt in 
the urigiuui, yet it (<eem8 altofxethcr probaMc that this plan oi General IticdcjMJl 
wae origiiiated by him and ^'ivon to Clinton, who, thereupon, incorpomtod ita 
exact ffatnrc". nr raMicr reproduced it for Huldhnaiid. Tliis ^uppO!ii(iun, moreover, 
is rt-nderc'd addiiionuiiy probable by Ihe fad that Kiedu!>el blietthed (sec a few 
pages back) a very tiiinilar plan of opcrationa in a letter to Fhlllipe eomo time 
prevtoBsljr.^ Tramdator. 
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8ix fri<^te8 to protect the coast from all hostile attacks firom the sea- 
board. 

2tl, A rorp"sof eight battalions w ith the proper ariillery, and about 
eiglity mounted yagers or voluuteers on lihode ishmd. This islaud 
would have to be better fortified than at present ; and the city of 
Newport, or another better situated post also fortified that it coold 
not be taken without a regular siege of two months. This latter 
post to be likewise protected by a fleet of out? ship of the line and 
three frigates, under flic ( oninmnd of a cfHiiniodore. 

8d. To obtain p(»s^essH>n uf a post bet weea Newport and Halifax, 
either in the vicinity of Portamouth, not far from Jsew Castle island, 
or in the Kasko or Eennebeck bay. The main thing in the selection 
of such a post is, a good safe harbor, and suitable ground on which 
to construct a fort sufficiently strong, not only to defend the harbor, 
but to resist for a time !>ny afsault hy \nxn\. Four regiment?, with 
proper artillery, and tifty \*»Iuntt ( is or mounted dragoons, sliould be 
stationed in the fortifications*, i'iiree frigates, under a commodore, 
should also protect the harbor. 

4th. Hali&x, the dock yard of North America, should be protected 
by four regiments, and a fleet of four frigates and two ships of the 
line. 

5th. The two capos, soufli of New York, viz: Charles and IIonr>% 
should be fortified, ()r, biill better, two strong forts further up the 
Chesapeake, in the vicinity of Gloucester or Hami)ton, should be 
built and fortified to withstand a sl^. For this purpose ton regi- 
ments and one hundnnl horses, with proper artillery, will be required 
to cover tho'so fortific,ition< and kcpp the ClK^-ui^Mke clear. Two 
ships of ihe line and six frigates wiil also \w iicccssary. 

0th. To defend the coast completely, and before acUiptingthis plan, 
Charleston, in South Carolina, must be taken by a well sui>port6d 
expedition. It should be well fortified, so that it can be held by a 
garrison of four regiments, fifty horse and proper artillery, until it 
can be supported froni another din-etion. A sliip of the line and 
three frigates will cover tlie harbor and fortifications. 

7th. Savannah, or another post in Georgia, to be fortified and 
manned by thirty regiments, filly horse and the proper arUllety, and 
to be protected l>y one ship of the line and three frigates. 

8th. St. Augustina, in Florida, to be defended by two regiments 

with the proper arfillery Jtrul two rri'j,ati s. 

5Hh. A fleet of oh^^t rvuliou of four ships of the line and six frigates 
under an admiral, .six regiments, cme hundred horse and the proper 
artillery to be in constant readiness to undertake expeditions into 
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the soutlicrn portions of America, and reenforce those posts in case 
of au liostile utUtck. 

10th. A similar fleet to operate against the norlheru proviuces. 

The entire effective force in America, after manning the aboye 
named places and fortifying them, would be as follows : 



New York 

BotwwMi Hhodc If«- 
laud and Uolifluc,. 

Newport, 

nalifjjx 

C'lu'wipeake Bay*.. 

Charlfston 

Suvuimah 

St. Aii<;u?*tlna, 

SoiitlRin corps of 

obHcrvalion, 

Northern corps of 
otMerratioii, 

TOTAIi 



IlWAlTTBT. 


Cataukt. 


ABTn.- 

LKBT. 


SlIII'S OF 

TUK Link. 


FniflAraft. 


Battalioiig. 




Onnjtauifft. 






24 


0<N> 


\ 


4 




4 


SO 


1 




a 


8 


80 
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1 


3 


4 




2 


2 


4 


10 


100 


2 


3 


6 


4 


60 


1 


1 




3 


BO 


1 


1 




2 




1 




2 


6 


lOO 


o 


4 


« 


6 


lUO 


2 


4 


6 


71 


1130 


18 


1ft 


41 



Three bodies of savages, supported by rangers and Yolunteers, must 
constantly ravage and harrass the frontiers of the oolomes from 
Niagara and Oswego, so that not only will the inhabitants of tliat 

fertile conntry he compelled to leave their plantations, but the enemy 
will be forced to maintain an army in every province in addition to 
the large one operating against New York. The maiuteuaucc of these 
different corps Mill soon cause, in every province, such a want of am* 
munition, provisions and money, that it will be Impossible for them 
either to send supplies to the main army or support their common 
expenses by taxe<>. 

Expeditions, also, nni>t at once 1m' sent into those portions ot' the 
country where it is found that the enemy are asleep or his niililia 
scattered; and stores, provisions, cattle, and men fit for the service 
must be carried off. These expeditions must be pressed untfl the 
enemy is compelled to send troops from his main army while we are 
operating. 

The general, wiio cunnnands this expedition, must possess sound 
Judgment. He must never risk an cchec ; neither should he retreat 
until the object of the expedition is accomplished. As socm, moreover, 
as the commanding general learns that the troops, having accom- 
plished their olyect, are about to return, he must send out a new ex- 
pedition in an oj^posite direction, which must be carried out with the 
saujc energy'. I believe that four successive expeditions can be under- 
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taken during a year, two in a norUi«rly and two in a Boatherly direction. 
As soon as the troops return ftoni one expedition, they are to replace 

those garrisons tlmt liavc liocii weakened by furnishinir men for ex- 
peditions already out. Tlie captitrcd provkions, cattle, etc., are to 
furnish the garriiions wiili iic^h supplies. 

In addition to these lar<,n> expeditions planned by tbe commanding 
general, tlie officer in command of a post is to carry on a constant 
skirmishing warfiire in his vicinity, send now >iua11 dciai hnu nt^ 
and now large ow-^. surprise thf <'Ti('my here and lliere, by day and 
night. He should, especially, piolii by the rough season of the year 
and the winter, at whieli times the • iiemy generally becomes careless. 
He sliould, also, make the most of tlie summer in liarresting time 
when the militia are forced to disperse to gather in their crops. 

By such a miniature warfare not only is the enemy compelled to 
kin'j) n rniisi(|(>rahle corps of o!)Nf>rvnli<ni, l)ut the garrisons have, at 
the ^ame time, the advantage ot being supplied with all kinds ol fresh 
Bupplies. Tlie iuhubitant^ are likewise, by such a course, kept in con- 
stant fear and terror. Such little expeditions, also, would be greatly 
fiicilitated by having a certain number of cayalry added to each garri- 

Tliose inhabitants wlio, either by hind or water, bring provisions 
lo the garrisons, should be promptly and liberally paid in cash. Love 
of gain will therefore induce them to bring more supplies as well as 
news fh>m the enemy, and the niunber of tories will also be increased. 
Such people, however, must never be allowed to enter the dty,'or go 
anywhere where they might discover the condition of the fort or 
garrison. 

But should all this fail to rouse Washington from his lethargy, 
and should it be his plan to have each province protect itself with its 
own militia, then we must prolong our expeditions and advance into 
the interior as tar as the rivers will permit. We must then go into 
" entrenched eainjis from which we can lit out new expeditions to devas- 
tate the level laud as mucli as possible. This coimie not only will 
ruin tbe province, but the inhabitants will be very angry because 
Washington and congress reflised to assist them ; yea, it will finally 
cause a separation of the confederate provinces. 

Should WaNhinglon, either of his own inclinatinn, or by the com- 
mand of { DiiiTu ss, at tlu' rerpiest of the suffering provinces, make a 
general movement witli his army and send out such strong detach- 
ments as to weaken him, then our main army might make Itself 
master of the highlands, and thus bring about the long desired sepa- 
ration betwd n the northern and southern provitiees But such a 
movement sUuuUl not be undertaken until Washington has sliown 
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h'\9~ iifind, and his troops are too tax awajr tosapport iho post thai is 

to l)c captiirofl. 

But should it be Wa-siungton's plan to all<)w our liDops lo proceed 
unmolesied on their expedition, while, at the mma time, he attadced 
one of our posts, the latter (as we hare before shown), would be too 
well fi>rtified to be taken by surprise, and could (>asily hold out until 
wo mine to its relief. ILiviiii; ilius placed the Ijcsiei^inq: nrmy 
between two fires, we shoukl cilhiT iraiu a complete victory, or cap- 
ture the largest part of his heavy artillery and siege train. 

I belieye, also, that it would be a good Idea to keep an eye iii>on 
those Americans who enter into our service as tories. Tltey should 
never be allowed to be in one corps I)y thcmselTea, but should be In- 
corpor;if»'(1 into llic EiiijUsh rf^iincnts. These men would thus com- 
niaml more respect by b( iui,' in tlic <'ojnpuny of national troops, and 
would love their king and reginu'uc better; but in cuiie of desertions, 
an entire corps would not be ruined. Regimental offices should also 
be given to Americans of distinction, for the sake of creating emula- 
tion. Such a course miglit induce many from the; provinces to join 
our nnny. Tiidccil, T fed '■r.ntidcnt that l acli infantry regiment, now 
serving in xlmerica, would thereby be increased to t wo battalions in a 
short time. Thus, most of our recruits could be obtained in America, 
and our own army strengthened in proportion as that of the Americans 
were weakened. In pursuing this policy, however, care should be 
taken to have our northern regiments filled with Americans ftom the 
soutli, and our southern ones with recruits from the north. • 

It must be added, as a necessary part of the above programme, that 
the ministry of Great Britain must watch the steps which Fnmce 
takes in regard to America, and must endeavor to prevent her sending 
reenforcemeuts either for the army or navy. Should this, however, 
be impo,ssiI)lc, then a force in proportion to that sent hy France must 
be sent over at once to preserve the etpiiiibrium of power. 

Judging by the knowledge of America i accpiircd in traveling 
through it, I believe that a war carried on in the way I liave described, • 
for two years, would so weaken ttie country, increase the war expenses, \ 
and nnike the farmer as well as the merchant so tired of it, that the [ 
Americans would surely accept the conditions offered by the crown. * 
In case they acktiowledi^i il tli( ir dependence on England, everything 
they asked for could be grantetl, with the exception that England 
should keep the forts on the coast and in the interior garrisoned and 
placed m a better condition of defense. A considerable English fleet 
would, also, tiave to be scattered near the different ports on the sea- 
board. 

33* 
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The above is and can be theonly means of keeping this wonderftdty 

growing nntion dependent on tiie king; otherwise, it will Outgrow 
the Euglisli uation during the next ocntnry. 



INSTKUCTIOXS FOR LIEUTEXAXT COLONEL BAUME, ON A 8BGKBT 
KXI^EDITION TO THE CONNECTICUT RIVEIl.> 

ll'he erasure.'f were made by Qent- Amendments made by Oenend 
ml Burgojftw.^] Bur^oyne, 

The object of your expedition is 

to try the afTections of the cour»- 

try, (o disconcert the councils of 

the enemy, to mount theReidesel's 

dnigoonfi, to complete Petei«*s 

corps, and to obtain large siippUea 

of cattle, horses and carria.ires. 
The several corps, ol which tlie 

inclosed is a list» are to be under 

your command. 
The troops must take no tents» 

and what litUe ba.i: - - is carried 

by (.met i s must be on their own 
,bat horses. 

You are to proceed by tlie route 
from Batten kin to Arlington, 
and take poat there, » as toeeeure 
the jKmfrom Manchester. Ton are 
to remain at ArUngton till the de- 
tachment of the provincials, under 
the command of Captain Sher- 
wood, shall join you from the 
southward. 

Ymi are then to proceed to Man- 
chester, where you take post so ns 
to secure the pass of the monii- 
tahis on the road from Alan Chester 
to Rockingham; hence you will 
detach the Indlaaaand light troops 
to the northwaiHl, toward Otter 

' Tbia extract should be read in couucction with note 2 on page 2C1 of vol. i. 
• The eramres «re printed la ItaUcs, and the amendmentB in the opposite ooliiiiin. 
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creek. On their retora, and also 

leceivini: ink'^lligcncc that no ene- 
my is in force in the neiglihorhood 

of Roddii^IuAm^ (1) you will pro- (1) u>pon the Connecticut ricer. 
oeed by the road over the moim- 
tainB to RocUngham, where yoa 

will talie post. Tliis will be the 
most distant part on the expedi- 
tion. (3) (2) Ami mud be pioiveiltd upon 
You are to remain there as lotig witft Million, a» you will Mw iha 
a» neeenary to fulfill the intdnUm (f qf ike mmiOiUm heMnd ym^ 
the expedUion from theneet (8> and vkkih miQhtmake a retreat difficult; 
you are afterwards to descend by you must therefore endmtour to be 
the Conm^tiriit rivrr to Rnittlf- 'in U ui formed of thsforec of the em- 
bury, and from that place, liy the my'» militia in the neiyfiboriiig 
quiclcest mtirch, you iire to return country. 

by the great road to AttNmy. ShoiM youftnd U may wUhpru- 

Daring yonr whole progress, dence be effeded. 

your detachmeuta are to have or- (3) ipJiile tJu; Indium and WjM 
ders tf) britisr in to yott all horses troope are detached up the rioer, 
fit to mount the dra.LToons under 
your coniuuiud, or to sci vc as bat 
horses to the troops, they are Uke- 

t0M8 to briny m (4) saddles and (4) together toUh as winy. 
bridles as can be found. (5) (5) The number of Iwrse^ re- 

Your parties are likewise to qui»it€, btmdes thof»> nt^rf^mrn for 
brinjr in wa^rons and other con- mountiiuj the regiuient of dragoomj 
veuieul carriages, with as many ought to 1300. ]f yaaean bring 
draft oxen as will be necessary' to more for the use qfthe arm^t it teUl 
draw them, and all cattle fit for be eo much the better. 
slaughter (milch COWS excepted), 
w^hich arc to be loft for the use of 
t]ie inliabitanls. Regular receipts, 
iu the tonu hereto subjoined, are 
to be ^von, In all places where 
any of the abo vementioned articles 
are taken, to such persons as have 
remahied iu tlieir habitations, ami 
otherwise complied with the terms 
of General Burgoyne's manifesto; 
but no rec^pts to be giyen to su<di 
as are known to be acUng in the 

service of the rebels. (6) (G) Am you toiU have wUh you 
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pmom pgrfedkg aequainM tnth 

the abilHies of ifte cmntry, it may 
perhaps be admmtMe to tax ttie seve- 
ral dMricts with the portiotis of the 
teteral artides, and limit tJie 1umr» 
f9r tfMr dMMr$; and, tktmld gfm 

ddieerif ean be made, hoffrtfjrft of the 
im!*t re.<ipccUible j^'rplc nfiinihl he 
Uikeii, to secure their foiknHny t/t/u 
the e mu utg day. AU possible means 
areiabe iimt t» preoemt plundering. 

Atitigpnbable Uugt Oaptak^ Sm- 
ip(mhI, who in alrcfuly deUtdi/ed to 1%0 
i^intlurdrd dud trill jmu 1/OU at Ar- 
liiHjtitnt , will driie in a consider(d>l4} 
quantity of cattle and horses to yoUy 
f/ou tmZI ihertfore tend in this cattle 
to the arm^f ajnvper deUuA- 
rnent from Pefers's corps to mwr 
tlx Hi, in order t<> dim acu mhi.r yo^ir- 
sclj ; but i/on iniifit almiys keep the 
regiments of drngoom compact. 

The droffoom themeekee must 
ride, and take care pfihe hone* of 
0i0 regiment. Those horses toMcA 
are destinrd for the nnt; of the army 
must f)e (iid tf>[/it//er hy Htn/igs of 
ten each, in order that one man may 
lead ten hortes. You will gioe the 
unarmed men ef l^rten^s cerpe to 
eondtui (hem, and inhabitants whom 
you can trust. Ton mv^ft aJirays 
take your camps in good positiori; 
but at the same tune wlierc tliere is 
paeture / andyaumuet have a dutin 
ef eentinele round your eatUe and 
horm H when gracing. 

(_Mf>ini f^l'rerie trdl be with you 
as much as p<.>mbk, in order to 
(mist you with his advke^ to iielp 
you to disHnguiih the good mlffects 
from the bad, to procure you thebeet 
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You will use all possible means 
to make the country T)elieve that 
the troops under your commnTid 
arc the advanced corps of the 
army, and that it is intended to 
pAM the Connecticut on the road 
to Boston. You will likewise 
hate U innnuated,{7) thai tliemain 
army from Albany is to be joined 
at Springfield by a corps of troops 
from Rhode feland. 

Tou tnU tend off oceamnally 
calUe or carrkiges, to premnt being 
too mvcli ineumbered; and irill f/ioe 
me (ut frequent mieUigence oj your 
tOmtion aspow3^. 

It is highly probable that the 
corps under Mr. Warner, now 
supposed to he at ^laneliester, 
will retreat hrt'oreyou ; but, should 
they, contrary to expectation, be 
able to collect in great force, and 
post themselves advantageously, 
it is left to your discretion to 
attack them or not; always 
bearing in mind, that your corps 



intdligenee of the enemy, and to 
cJuxm tJiose people irfio are to bnng 
nte tli€ acwunUi of your progress and 
success. 

When youfinditneceiBariftahaU 
for a day or two^ym must always 
entrench the camp of the regime ni of 
draffmns, rn nrder never to risk an 
attack or agrontfrom t/ie enemy. 

As you tUa return with ihs regi- 
ment €f dragoons mounted, you 
muri always hwr rJclae^meiU qf 
Captain Fraser's or Feters^s corps in 
front of the column, and tfu .smm: in 
the rear, in order to prevent your 
ftOHttg into an amhiueade uJien^ 
nunreh threu(^ the woods. 



(7) inumtaUff 
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is too Ynlmble to let any ocnunder* 
ftble loss be hazarded on this 

occasion. 

Should any coriis be moved from 
Mr. Arnold's mam army, iu order 
to intercept year retreat, you are 
to take as strong a post as the 
country will afford, and send the 
quickest intelli'-n^nce to mc ; nnd 
you mil} depend on my making 
such a movement m shall put the 
enemy l)etween two flres» or othor^ 
vise effectually snstain you. 

It is imagined the prepress of 
tlio whole of this expedition may 
bo ertected in al)out a tortniirht; 
but every movement of it umst 
depend upon your success in ob- 
tiuning such supply of provisions 
as will enable you to sabaist tUl 
your return to the army, incase 

you can i^et no more. (8) (8) AtuI, sTiould not the army be 

Ail pcrdous acting iu commit- aMe to reach AUmny before your ex- 
tees, or any officers acting under pe^KUon shatUd be eompfeted, IwSH 
the directions of congress^ either find means to tend fcu netiee <^ 
dTil or mtlitaiy, are to be made and gke ffour roule anaUier dkreo- 
prisoners. Uon* 



Batten EiUi, Auffuei Id, 1777. 

Sir: 

I had tlie honor of acqiiaintiug your excellency, by a man sent 
yesterday evening by Colonel bkccue to head quarters, of the several 
corps under my command being encamped at Saratoga, as well as of 
my intention to proceed the next moming at five o'clock; the corps 
moved at that time, and marched a mile, when I received a letter from 
Uriuadier General Fra^^cr, siiiiiirvintr yonr excellency's order to post 
tlie corps advaniau;e<)usly on IJatten kill, till I slunild receive fresh in- 
structions from your excellency : the corps is now encamped at that 
place, and wait your excellency's orders. I will not trouble you, sir, 
with the yarious reports which spread, as they seem rather to he 
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founded on tlic different interests and feelings of the people xtho 
occasion tliem. 

I liavc the honor to be, most respectfully, 
Yonr 0ZGeUe&cy*8 most obedient 
and humble serrfuit, 

F. Bauicb. 

The reonforcement of fifty chasscnrs, 
which your excellency wa:* pleased 
to Older, joined me last uigUt at 
eleven o'clock. 

Chneral Burg&yn6. 



LIST OF THOSE OFFICERS (WITH THEIR RANK AND DATE OF DEATH) 
WUO t^ERVED AS PART OF THE BRUNSWICK AUXILIARIES IN 
AMERICA FBOK lT»-im 

The Fidd Offieerg of the Corpg. 

1. Major General (commander) Rledesel, Frederick Adolphus, died 
Jan. 6, 1800, as lieutenant general and commander of Brunswick. 

8. Captain (Qenend Quarter Master) Oerlach, Heiniich Jan., died 
Sept 20, 1798, aa lieatenant colons and commander of the artlUeiy 

in Brunswick. 

3. Captain O'Connel, Laurentius, died in 1819, as a pensioned 
lieutenant colonel in Ireland. 

4 Lieatenant Cleve, Frederick Christian, died Jan. 6, 1820, as a 
pensioned nu^or general at Brunswick. 

5. Keeper of the military chest, Godeck, Johann Conrad, died Dec. 
2dth, in America. 

1. Lieutenant Colonel Baum, Frederick, wounded in the battle 
near Bennington, the 16th of August, 1777, and died two days after- 
ward. 

2. Mnjor V.ni xraihom, Just. Christoph, died Feb. 17th, 1804, as a 
pensioned major at NVoltenbtlttel. 

3. Captain of horse, Schlagentcuffel III, Carl, dismissetl from the 
serrice in 1788. 

4. Captain of horse, Fricke, Heinrich Christian, died July 8, 1808, 

as a pensioned major. 

5. Cnptain of horse, Reinkin;?, Carl Frederick, killed on the lOlh of 
August, 1777, in the battle near Bennington. 
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6. Captain of horse, 8chla2:cnteuffel lY (Adoph), dismiasecl by re- 
quest from the army in ITHo, us major. 

7. Lieutenant Breva, August VVilhclm, died the ItJih August, 1790, 
aft captain of the invalid company at Blankcnhurg. 

8. Lieutenant Ton Sommerlatte, Otto Aniold, became blind in 1788, 
and placed on the pension list. 

0. T.ieutenant Reck rodt, Carl Friederick, deserted from Wolienbattel 
Uie 13th August, 1784. 

10. Lieutenant von HoMiuicr, Fricdericli Wilhelra Dietrich, dis- 
missed, at hia own reijueht, iu 17b3, with the rank of master of horse. 

11. Lieutenant Bomcmann, August Friedricli Hdnrich, dismissed 
in 1788 ; entered the service of Holland, and died in India. 

13. Cornet Gnife, August Ludwig Lucas, remdncd in America in 
1783, by permission ; returned in f!ie following year to Qermany, and 
died as governor ul Mi'i^klcnhuri^-Strclitz. 

13. Comet Stutzer, Johaiiii Ballhasar, died the 39th November, 
18S1, as a pensioned lieutenant oolond in Brunswick. 

14. Comet SchOnewald, Johann Friediich, died the 5th July, 1800, 
nvith the same rank. 

15. Chaplain Melsheimer, Carl, deserted from lus regimout the 11th 
May, 1779. 

10. Auditor Thomas remained, in 1783, by permission iu America. 
17. Begimental Chaplain Vorbrodt, pensioned in 1788. 

Oremidier Batkilmi. 

1. Lieutenant Colonel Brcyraann, Ileinrich Ciuristopb, killed the 
7th Oct., 1777, in the battle of Freeman's farm. 

2. Captuin Biirtling I, Ernst August, died Jan. 1, 1793, as lieu- 
tenant colonel and comntander of a battalion in Miaestridit. 

8. Captain Lohneysen, Albiecht Daniel, died May d, 1890, upon bis 
estate at Nemlingen. 

4. Captain Sdiic k, Gottlob Dietrich, kUled August 16, 1777, in the 
battle near Jieuiiinglon. 

5. Captain HambacU, August Wilhelm, dismissed in 1783. 

6. Lieutenant Uhlig, Ileimieh IHlhefan, advanced to a captaincy 
and transferred to a land r^ment In 1788. 

7. Lieutenant Oebhard, Theodore Friederich, died June 8, 1810, in 
Brunswick as n pensioned lieutenant colonel. 

8. Lieutenant Ilelmecke, August Wilhelm, disniissed in 1783. 

9. Lieutenant Trott, Christian Wilhelm; likewise dismissed in 
1783. 

10. Lieutenant Rndolphi, Otto Heinricb, died June8, 1810, in Bruns- 
wick as a pensioned lieutenant colonel 
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11. Lieutenant Wallmodcn, Gebhard Thedel, Ffiedxicb, died 3d 
Sept., 1807, as major, out of the ^orvU e. 

12. Lieutenant Miizx'll, Ludwi«r Casiniir, died July 28, 1814, a» a pen- 
Bioned colonel of the cavalry of his serene hi^hnc^, Prince George 
ofBranswick, at Olltoksbuiif. 

• IS. I^euteiiimt Meyer, .lohann Andreas, anknown. 

14. Liotitcnant Meyem, Johann Jacob, died July 8, 1809, ftB captain 
and ( liict of the invalid company at Blankenlnirs^. 

lii ijieuteuant D'Anniers II, Carl Franz, died in 1777, wliile a 
prisoner at Bennington. 

id Lieutenant Wintenchmidt, GottfHed Jul, deserted ftom his 
battalion In 1779. 

17. Lienfoniint Ralke, Johann Casper, died in America in 1777. 

18. Begimental Chaplain Ucnkd, died in America iu 1778. 

1 lieutenant Colonel PrKtorius, C !h istian Julius, died April 10, 
1794, as a pensioned linntenant colonel at Ilolzminden. 

3. Major Hillc, Fn idricli WilUelm, died April 29, 180'), as a major 
general, and named commandant of WolfeubCittel near Brunswick. 

8. Captain Dietrich, Adolph Lorenz, died Hareh 10, as 
lieutenant colonel at WolfenbiltteL 

4. Ciiptain Tunderfcld, Carl August Heinrich, died June 4, 1800, 
as chnmberli^in of Brunswick. 

5. Ciiptain Sander, Jiicob Christian, died March 14, 1799, as lieuten- 
ant colonel at Wolienbuttel. 

6. Captain Roeenberg, Frledrich Albrecht, diamisBed at hia own 
request, in 1788, as miyor. 

7. Captain Zielborg, George Emst^ dM out of aerrioe at Horter, 
Feb. 23, 1797, as captain. 

8. Lieutenant Schrdder, Ernst Christian, |>cu:«ioued in 1783, and 
died the same year. 

0. Lieutenant Kneeebeck, Friedrich, dismissed in 1783. 

10. Lieutenant Yolkmar, Friediich Wilhelni, dismissed in 1788. 

11. Lieutenant liar/., Johann Friedrich, succeeded in 1787, to the 
post of secretary of the monastic archive.^. 

12. Lieutenant Wolgart i, Johann Friedrich, died Oct. 2, 1825, as 
a pensioned lieutenant colonel at Brunswick. 

18. Lieutenant Rdtaenstein, Gottlieb Christian, remained by per> 
nii!«si(ni, in 1783, in America. 

14. Lieutenant Burghoir, Joliann Frioliich Heinrich, dismissed in 
1780, in America, and died the some year. 

34* 
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15. Tjotitcnant (In Rol, Aiif^iist Wilhelin, after sfrvhiL: the hmisc» of 
Brunswick faithfully for over filly years, ho drowmil liimtsell in a fit 
of melancholy, March 28^ 1814 At the tiine of his death he was 
commisBaiy general, and lieatenant eolooel on the general staff. 

16. Lieutenant Wiesencr, ChrisHan Friedrich, discliar^d in 1783. 

17. T.tcutnmnt von K6aig, Edmund Victor) remained, in 1789, by 
permi-ssion in America. 

18. Enhign Langerjahn, Siegfried Heinrich, remained, in 1788, \sj 
permimion in America. 

10« Ensign Adelsheim, Carl Friedrich Christian, deserted fiom his 
reirintont in 17!^0. 

20. liiibign bternlxTir, Joliunn Christian, died Nov. 16, 1790, as 
secretary of supplies, al WolfenbtllteL 

dl. Ensign Beineidiug, Carl Wilhebn, died March 14, 1615, as 
head chamberlain in the Bervice at Blankenbarg. 

22. Ensign Eolte, Friedrich, remained by permission, In America 

in 

23. Chaplain FUy;( rer, Friedrich August, dismissed in Oct., 1779. 

24. Chaplfdn Schradcr, Friedrich WiUielm Courad, sent in April, 
1779, to America with' the transport recruits; died Dec 19, 1792, as 
paslDf at ncicrst t-dt. 

2o. Aiulitoi Wolpers, Paul Gottfried Franz, died Hay 11, 1802, as 
chancery f U rk at Wolfenhiittel. 

26. Regimental Chaplain Bcrut, Johanu August, died Feb. 27, 
1807, as dty surgeon at Holzmindw. 



Begiment Khetg, 

1. Lieutenant Colouel EUrenkrock, Johann Guslavus, dietl March 
22, 1788, at Three Birers in Canada.^ 

2. Mi^or Lucke, Balthasar Bogislaus, died as a pensioned mi^or. 

3. Captain Scldagcnteuffel I, LudeAvig, placed OH the pension list 

in 1783, and died the snmo ycMr at Calvrirdc. 

4. Captain AU rs, C onrud Anton, died Oct. 17, 1810. as major (out 
of the service), ut Brunswick. 



' Llentcnant Papct II, rcfcrriug to the doath of Ehrenkrock, writcn in his diar}'. as 
follows : " Lieiitciunit Von Ehrcnkrock died at. ThrtH! Rivera on the 22 of March. ITSI, 
at cijrlit in tl»o moruing, and was Imried at one o'clock at noon of the 27th of Uie 
montli, in the nsiml barial place of the garrison, with military pomp, Chaplain 
Kohlc deliverin;* an excellent funeral oration. Tlic corpse was exposed on a bed 
ofstatoonthe guth and Sfith ; auUeo well did it look that the Canadiaua firmly 
believed that it vim painted." 
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5. Captain Arcnd, George Plnlipp, died Doc. 10. 1803, as lieutenant 
colonel (tliontjii out of the serviee), and hiirh b:iilin at Kl. RicAvcnde. 

6. Captain Cleve, HeimicU Urban, dieil Jan. 3, IbOiS, as lieutenant 
colonel (out of the-serviceX &t Bals^tter. 

7. Captain Fndendorff; Wilhdm Ludwifc* wounded Oct 7, 1777, in 
the battle of 7reenuin*B faxm^ and died the year f<dlowing in the city 
of AlbRny. 

8. Lieutenant Bodemcyer, G«orge, died la 1793, at Maestriclit, as 
captain. 

9. Lieutenant I'apct II, Friedridi Julius, died April 6, 1793, as 
capUdn, at Maestricht. 

10. Lieutenant Hesail^, Curt, discharged in 1783, with the rank of 

captain. 

11. Lieutenant Meyer, Friedrich Leopold Engelhard, died Dec. 6, 

1803, as inspector of excibe at Seefen. 

13. Lieutenant Blelatein, Thedel Wilhelm, remained by permisdon 
in America in 1783. 

13. I>u ntenant Conradi, Carl Friedrich, took his diachaige in 1788t 
and went l)!i( k to Aineriea. 

14. Lieutenant Dobeneck, ilans Piulipp Heinncli, died in I'Tyti, as 
captain of a land regiment At Holzminden. 

15. Lieutenant Peteraen, Carl Ludwi^, died Kay 7, 1814, as a dvil 
magistrate. 

10. Tiicutonant Modrach, CliHstiau HeinricU, died Aug. 18, 1803, as 
captain of a land regiment at Bevern. 

17. Lieutenant Unger I, Johann Ludwig, died May 2, 1800, as coun- 
sellor of mines at Salzliebenhalle. 

18. Lieutenant Feichel, Friedrich Wilhelm, died May dO, 1794, at 
Brunswick, as captain. 

19. Ensi.s^n Rnndcl, Friedricli, deserted from his recriment in 17*!^. 

20. Ensign Erich, Bei iiliard. received his discharge in 1788. 

21. Ensign Bode, Johann Friedrich, died Sept. 19, 1783, ut Slude, 
while on his return from Ameriou 

28. Ensign Gddecke, Johann Heinrich, transferred to a regiment 
of the line in 1788. 

33. Chaplain Tiigel, Christian Timotheus, died Oct. 1, 1797, as 
paiitor at Great Twiilpstedt. 

24 Auditor Schmidt, transferred in 1783 to the regiment Biedesel. 

25. Begimental Chaplain Schrader, Johann Friedrich, died Dec 16, 

1804, at Brunswick. 
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Beffimmt JRiedetei, 

I. lieutenant CTolouel Spcih, Ernel Ladewig Wilhclui, died OcL 
d7, 1800, as mi^or general and oommandant at WolfenbOtteL 

/ 2. Major Mcngen, Otto Carl Anton, died May 18^ 1797, aa lieuten- 
ant colonel (out of smMco), nt litVnebiirg. 

II (':ii)t;pii riillniu, JuUus Liuhvi^' Auguht, died March au, 1805, as 
iimjor j^i'iicrul and commaudant ut Wulfeubiittcl. 

4. Captain MorgensteiDf Carl Friedrlcb» received his discharge aa 
nu^or in 17—. 

5. Captain Bartling n, Cnrl Friedrlch, died in 1788, at Munster 

while on hia return jmirnpy to Briiri'^wick. 

0. Captain IlarUord, (Jottiieb Beiyamin, died as a pensioned cap- 
tain in . 

7. Captain Qirsewald, Emet Heinridi Wilhelm, died Jan. IG, 1818, 

in time of peace as a major i^cik ral at Brunswiek. 

8. Liotttennnt Hfiyer, Williolm, died in 1782, in Anirricn. 

9. Lit ut« ii:m( .Moii^eustcru, Johaon Carl, died Dec. H, 1787, at 
Brunswick us aiptain. 

10. Lieutenant Beinking, Friedricli Carl, died as captain of a 
regiment of the Une. 

II. Lieutenant rjiii irdorff, Ludwig Traugott, dismissed in 178C. 

1*2. Lieutenant Wolgart II, August Theodore Gottfried, died 
Mareb 4, 1821, us a pensioned mcyor at Brunswiclc. 

13. Lieutenant Freyeuhagcn, Heinrich Julius, died in 1777, in 
America. 

14. Lieutenant Pineier, Christian Theodore, received his discharge 

in 1784, and returned to Aincrica. 

15. Lieutenant Cramm, Xlcinrich WilUehn Gottfried, died Feb. 8, 
1704, at Mastricht. 

16. Identenant Meyern, Ludwig Gottlieb, died 1781, in America. 

17. Ensign Brander, Ernst Christian Heinrich, dismisBed in 1786. 

18. Ensign Unverzagt, Ludwi^^, (lied in 1776, in America. 

19. Ensii^ii Maibom, Carl Christoph. dlvd April 2ti, 1704, upon 
his retuni journey from IMiistricht to 1 [ol/iiiin<U n. 

20. Ensign Iliiberlin, iUimund GotiUeb, died Oct. t>, liUO, atllelm- 
stedt as captain. 

dl. Ensign Andree, Carl Conrad, died as a lieutenant of a regi« 

ment of the line in . 

22. Ensign Deneckc, Friodnch Lndwis?, unknown.' 

23. Euiiigu Forstuer, Heinrich Fricdrich, dismissed in 1794. 

reaidJili; at Wcstmiu&ter.— Traiidator. 
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24. C hiiplnia MiUua, Johanu Augusl, died Jan. 17, 1819, as pastor 

at 8akler. 

25. General Field Auditor Zinkeii, Carl Fricdrich Willielra, died in 
the nigbt of August 8, 1806, as aulic coansellor and mayor of Beefen. 

S6. Regimental Cbaplain PraUe, died as land suiigeon at Jerrheim. 

BegimerU Speehi, 

I, Colonel Specht, Joliann Friedriclk, died June 34, 1787, at Brans- 
wick as a potsioned colonel. 

8. 3Iajor Ehrenkrock, Carl Fi iedridi, died Jnly 17, 17W, as a pen- 
sioned ninjor in Brunswick. 

8. Captain Plessen, Leopold Franz Friedrich Baltlia»ur, died Feb. 
(», 180«, as captain (out of the service), at Gandersbeim. 

A. Captain Lutzow, August Conrad, died Nov. 20, 1799, at Brans* 
wick as colonel. 

5. Captain Dahlstirna, Bernhard Rich., wounded on the 7th Oct, 
1777, at tlu' battle of Freeman's farm, and died the following year in 
the city of All>auy. 

G. Captain von Schlagenteuffel II, George, died August 15, 1818, as 
lilgli bailiff at SchOppenstedt. 

7. Captain Yager, Heinrich, died in 1782, in America. 

8. Lieutenant Meyer, Jobann Heinficb, died Oct. 23, 1800, as post 

master of Helm>5tpdt. 

9. Lieutenant ilertel, Daniel Arnold, died August 1, 1799, as a 
pensioned Ileatenant at Kfiuigslutte. 

10. Lieutenant Papet I, August Wilbelm, died July 96, 1806, at 
Brunswick as colonel. 

II. Lieutenant Dove, Hdnricb Anton David, died in 1780, in 
America. 

12. Lieutenant Milkau, Christian Fricdrich, discharged in 1783. 
18. Lieutenant Oldekopf, Friedrich Ernst, created secretary in the 
post office in 1784, and died while holding that po.sition. 

14. Lieutenant Anniers I, Heinrich Daniel, discharged in 1783. 

15. Lieutenant Kcllncr, .lolmnn Friedriclj Jnliu'', died ^November 
30, 1808, as commissioner ot a monastery at Brunswick. 

10. Lieutenant Kui II, Anton Adolph Heinrich, died August 19, 
1838, at Brunswick, as a pensioned colonel. 

17. Lieutenant Ungcr H, Friedrich Bodo, died Nor. 11, 1819, as a 
magistrate of Sal/dHt r. 

18. Rjisign Berm wit/., .lolianii ll<*inrich Carl, died Dec. 13,18^21, as 
lieutenant general and couunamlunl of Brunswick. 

19. Ensign Bedeken, Friedrich, died in 1777, in America. 
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80. Ensign Fromme, Johann Edmund, died May B» 1899, at Wolf- 

enbiittel, as a pensioned major. 

21. Ensign Ulincnstein, Samuel Jacob Anton, died July 9, 1703, a 
pensioned lieutenant. 

22. Ensign Qrimpe, died as collector of tbo public gates of Bruus* 
wick. 

28. Oliaplain Eoble, unknown. 
94. Chaplain MQncbhoff, unknown. 

25. Auditor Bahr, Tinknown. 

26. iieginiental Cliai)lain Bause, .Tobann Carl, died Dec. 15,1814,ttt 
Brunswick, as general tield surgeon, out of service. 

Ydffer B*ittalion, knmen aUo as Vie Battalion Barnes, 

1. Major Bamer, Ferdinand Albrecht, died Oct 9, 1797, as a pen- 

sioned colonel. 

2. Captain Tbomii, George Ludewig, died Jan. 10, 1800, at Wolfen- 
bflttel, as captain, out of service. 

S. Captain Geyso, Carl, discharged in 1783, as mi^or. 

4. Captain Dommea, August Friedridi, died in the night Jan. 9, 
1802, as rlilef commissary at Elankcnburir. 

5. Captain Scbottelius, Maximilian Christopb Ludwig, died Dec. 3, 
1807, as post master at Uolzmindcu. 

6. Captain Gleiaeenberg, CkittBef Joachim, died Feb. 20, 1801, as 
colonel and commandant at Wolfenbattel. 

7. Lieutenant Hannemann, Johann Caspar, died as an officer of 
tbe forest.' 

8. Lieutenant Cruse, Pliilipp Sigcsmuud, died as captain in the 
line. 

9. Llentenant Kotte, Jobann Gottflrled, died in 1776, at Quebec. 

10. Lieutenant Rabe, Albrecht Christian, died Oct. 18, 1806, as a 

licuti nant at Konigsbitter, out of servici'. 

1 1. Lieutenant f^ladi n, Joliaim Gottlieb, died Dec. 14, 1897, at Wolf- 
enbbttel as a pensioned major. 

12. Licutcuaiil .AUUilenfeldt, Carl Anton Ludwig, killed Aug. 16, 
1777, In the engagement near Bennington. 

18. Lieutenant Pflagm*, Johann Friedrlch, died in 1777, in America. 

14. Lieutenant Meyer, Andreas, died Dec. 7, 1795, at the ducal 
castle at Sal/dMlilmn. 

15. Liciitcnani Fi i( kt , George Friedrich GebUard, died Nov. 19, 
1807, as postmaster at Goslar. 

' I. e., a ranger.— Tnauikitot. 
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16. Lieutenant Bode, Joliann Andreae^ kUled the Tth Oct, 1777, in 

the battle of Freeman's farm. 

17. Lieutenant Kuhr, Caspar Friedrich, discharged in 1783. 

18. Ensign Rhenius, Wilhelm Lucas, died Sept. 30, 1783, at Drang- • 
Btedt, on hiB retnm home from America. 

Id. Ensign Specht, Johann Julius Antcm, remained by permiBrion 
in America, in 1783. 

20. En8iL''n BeE^ert, Johann, drowned in 1777, in America. 

21. Ensign Hsigemann, George Leopold, killed August 16, 1777, in 
the engagement near Beonington. 

d2. Ensign Connt yon Bantzau, Ernst Augtwt, drowned in the 
Schoolkil, while in captivtiy, 
33. Regimental Cliaplain Kunze, died as a pcai^oner. 
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NOTE BY THE TKANSLATOB, MAY ^3, 1808. 



The reader will recall the drennurtaace of Bnrgoyne diroettng 

lUedesel (while tlie latter was at Port Edward on liis way to join the 
commander in chief) to bury three lar^fe Uati imx. A day or two 
since I found the sequel of this order in a very iutt ivstiug n&rrative 
written hy the late Jonathan Eastman of Concord, N. H., in regard to 
Buxgoyne'a camiMdgii. This narratlTe is given at length in the 
Memoir Cfeneral Starkt pttblieihed by Luther Bobjal, at Concord, 
K.H., inl881. Esstman says : 

" Just below Fort Edward, on the margih of a small brook foiling 
into tho llmUiin, thi- Americant* diwcovered three ^rave-s neatly turfed, 
having at the liead, boanls iiis( ribud with the names of three British 
officers. In walking over them they sounded hollow, and upon di^^iug, 
the soldiers discovered three fine bateaux, each capable of containing 
fifty men. They were well covered with boards, and wwe intended 
by some of Burgoyne's party to aid a retreat" 

It will be seen, however, by referring to the letter of Burgoyne to 
Riedesel (in the appendix to vol. i), tliat Mr. Eastman is niiiitakeu iu 
BUi)iK)sing that the l>ateaux were designed to facilitate Burgoyne's 
retreat should tiiat bectmie necessary. The object of burying tho 
boats (read Burgoyne's letter), was to aid St. Leger in crossing the 
Hudson in case of the fidlur» of hle^ espediUoii against Fort Btanwix. 

VVlLLLVM L. biONE. 
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